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COMMENTARY

THE BUNKER g
MEMORIAL LECTURES

Jaffna College deserves to be ‘eéongratulated on insti-
tuting the Bunker Memorial Lectures as a token of their
grateful remembrance of the services of that great savant,
the late Rev. Dr. Sydney Kittridge Bunker, who guided
the destinies of the college for nearly three decades.
Jafina College has grown into full maturity as the leading
educational institution in the North .since its forerunner,
the Batticotta Seminary was founded in 1823. And in
the history of this magnificent growth the name of the
late Rev. Bunker has found a niche,

The Rev. 5. K. Bunker arrived in Colombo on Satur-
day the 3oth October, 1937, having been appointed Prin-
cipal of jaffna College in succession to the late Rev. John
Bicknell. It is recorded that representatives of the
“Times of Ceylon’ and the “Ceylon Observer”’ met the Rev.
& Mrs. Bunker on board the ship. The words that the
Rev. Bunker spoke on that memorable occasion are still
full of significance to Ceylon :—

“From what I have read of education in Ceylon it
seems imperative that Ceylon should have her own Univ-
ersity developing an educational system which fits one for
life in Ceylon. Education modelled to suit the country
will not produce unemployable graduates but will stimul-
ate the intellectual life of the Island. Choose the right
type of education and the University will justify itself”.

1t is but fitting that Ceylon should honour the memo-
ry of such a man, and our thanks are due to Jaffna Col-

-Jege for organising the Memorial Lectures, thereby afford- .

ing an opportunity for all those who are interested in the
wide range of subjects which were the Rev. Bunker'’s
speciality and interest, to know more about them.

It is fitting too that the Memorial Lectures were in-
angurated on the 17th and 18th of December, 1969, by
Dr. K. G. Saiyidain, an outstanding educationist of inter-
national repute. His two lectures on ‘Crisis in Modern
Society’ were in fact learned discourses on education,
sublime and succinct. The text of the lectures which will
be published in book form will no doubt be a valuable
addition to the brief list of treatises on education availa-
ble in Ceylon.

Dr. Saiyidain’s thesis is in harmony with modern
thought, yet modest and moderate. Some of his state-
ments are a challenge to the die-hard and the puritan,
prognostic and pungent as they are. Though in every
age sensitive persons have felt that they are passing
through a crisis, _ the crisis of today is deeper and far-
reaching, says Dr. Saiyidain. The fundamental cause of
this crisis is the lack of balance between power and vision,
between mind and matter; which makes it difficult for
us to locate ourselves in space and time, to travel in the
world of ideas. Dr. Saiyidain’s main contention is that
we do not live in cosmic time and we do not have cosmic
patience. We have problems in hand causing us grave
.concern and we have to act. To solve contemporary pro-
blems facing humanity we need to understand some basic
facts. For instance, Ig30 was not 4o years ago but really
I0o or I50 years ago in terms of achievements within
the last four decades. Though people may speak the same
tongue they need not necessarily speak the same langu-
age. Resources of countries are being squandered away
beyond their capacity.

Dr. Saiyidain declared resolutely that our actions and
inactions in the modern context present tothe youth a
picture, to put it bluntly, that is ugly. If we fail to give
a propef intellectual bias to the youth and awaken their
social conscience, nemesis is certain, Dr. Saiyidain assert-
ed. He made a strong plea for democracy in its purest
form, one based on unity of spirit and outlook, one that
does not confuse equality of opportunity with identity of
opportunity, a democracy that chooses its priorities
aright and guarantees social justice and egalitarianism.

The full impact of the Bunker Memorial Lectures is

' immeasurable, but their ramifications are bound to be far

and wide. There is no better way of commemorating the
great American Missionary who ‘gave his youth, his all,
for the institution he laboured to build.

1 Modern Crisis Fundamentally

.
Spiritual g i

Today’s Far-Reaching Crisis
Caused by Technological Progress

an has always been passing from crisis to crisis: in every age,
persons hive felt that society is passing through a crisis.

sensitive
This feeling reflects

man’s constant striving and yearning and has been respounsible for a good deal

of progress. -But today we are facing a deeper an

d :nore far-reaching crisis

than ever before due to techaological progress, observed Dr. K. G, Sai?iflain.
delivering the inaugural Buaker Memorial Lecturs on the theme ‘Crisis In

Modern Society’.

Dr. Saiyidain weni on to
say that the modern crisis is
largely due to technological
progress outstripping spiritual
insight and moral understand-
ing. This dichotomy bstween
technical progress and social
conscience has made us mind-
less giants. The question now,

he said, is whether man will
bridge this gulf and have the
intelligence and vision to dir-
ect the forces of change pur-
posefully. Otherwise, he warn-
ed, a catastrophe will befall
us: a nuclear, holocaust will
utterly destroy the spiritual
and intellectual treasures of
mankind, ironically enough at
a time when our civilisation is
so highly advanced.

Dr. Saiyidain said we are
living in an age of miracles—
miracles not in the hearts and
minds of men but in space
and matter. We lack, he said,
the willingness and sincerity
to do what we know ought to
be done. Man is unable to
subordinate intellect to love
and cannot distinguish bet-
ween right and wrong.

He pointed out that there
are some who think pessimism
unjustified as ecivilised man
has only lived some thousands
of years whereas the cosmos
is millions of years old. Fut,
he remarked, *‘this conclusion
does not give me consolation
as I do not live in cosmic time
or have cosmic patience’”, 1If,
he pointed out, man could live
thousands of wears withons
getting rid of greed, avarice,
evil, ' racial ' conflicts and
all the other imperfections
that plagued him, then, far
from giving room for compla-
cency, this should be cause for
concern for all men of good-
will. Why, he asked, can’t
men rise to the level of pro-
phets ‘2nd sages, the men of
God, when they can rise to
such heights in science and
technology. It’s unwise, he
said, to minimise the dangers
and difficulties thas confront
us, though we should retain a
sense of optimism.

Suicidal Arms Race

Referring to the suicidal
arms race on which more was
spent than on education and
social welfare, Dr. Saiyidain
said that the world was in un-
holy pursuit of more powerful
means of destruction while
allowing poverty and misery
to co-exist. Man, he stated,
is starving in the midst of
plenty. Youth had begun to

see these things and was ask-
ing questions, The more sen-
gitive and articulate among
the youths were asking why if
we could mobilise our resour-
ces to land on the moon, we
couldn’t mobilise them to
solve the major problems
facing us, They saw no reason
why we cant keep our priori-
ties straight.. Some youths
were resorting to force tosolve
these problems. Lf, Dr. Saiyi~
dain warped, governments
dont read the writing on the
wall, they’ll find it increasing-
ly difficult to keep themselves
in power.

He urged that youth be edu-
cated to see the problems
clearly: they should be given
a proper intellectual orienta-
tion and be trained to make
she correct emotional respon-
ses. Otherwise they would
make a success neither of their
living nor of their life, He
pointed out that mers theore-
tical knowledge was not en-
ough : youths should be given
opportuaities to ges involyed
in social service which would
help to relate education 2nd
life. Youth, he said, face a
crisis which can be solved only
by them. They can destroy
but they are 'unable to cons-
truct : this was true not mere-
ly of youth but even of those
who are running the world.
This was partly responsible for
generating indiscipline, Youths
see that when they use force,
the authorilies lay down their
arms and accept even unrea-
sonable demand%

Communication Gap
Focussing on the age-long
dialogue'between the genera-
tions, Dr. Saiyidain said that
there has always been misun-
derstanding : this was part of

" ghe historic process and neces-

sary for progress. But, he
pointed ou, in our generation
we are witnessing a break-
down of communication differ-
ent from the old. There was
a growing tendency for the
channels of communication to
be blocked. We must keep
them open in a democracy, he
stressed, and learn to respond
to the idealism of youth and
mobilise it for the welfare of
humanity instead of obstinate-
ly insisting on maintaining the
status quo like the U.S. Gow-
ernment on the Vietnam ques-
tion,

Remarking thay education
by itself is not enough and

that upiversal education will
not solvz all the problems of
democracy, Dr. Saiyidain
pointed out that in our coun=
tries it is unforiunately the
educated who are giving the
wrong type of leadership : as
people became more civilised,
they seemed to become less
honest and less cooperative,
He advocated that education
be oriented towards democracy
and the building up of char-
acter and a sense of values.
Universities, he urged, should
stress the quest for knowledge
rather than the mere accumu-
lation of knowledge, and pro-
mote national integration and
a sense of internationalism,
Otherwise demaocracy’s future
was not bright. Universities
should infuse a sense of moral
integrity, he said. lhis was
the great challenge democracy
and education had to face,

Dr. W. L. Jeyasingham, Pre=
sident of Jaffna College, in=
troducing the speaker, said he
was a verv distinguished son
of India and a very great edu=
cationist. Since India had been
the source of intellectual ins-
piration to us throughout the
centuries, he said it was in the
fitness of things that the speak=
er chosen to deliver the inau-
gural Bunker Memorial Lec-
ture was from that great coun=
try which had produced so
many seers and saints.

Paying a tribute to Dr. Bun«
ker, Dr. Jeyasingham said he
was a man of essentially reli-
gious disposition, who had an
open mind on all issues and
was receplive to new ideas, -
He had speat the entirety of his
working life among the people
of Jaffoa and comsummated
the work of a long line of
American educationists, The
Memorial Lectures, he said,
would deal with issues close
to. Dr. Bunker's interests.
Thai was why “Crisis In Mo-
dern Society’ had heen chosen |
as the theme of the inaugural
lecture.

Pointing out that academic
institutions ¢an’t remain isol-

ated from society but have o
grapple with the major pro=
blems confronting it, Dr. Jeya-
singham said thay they have
to bring discipline and intelli-
gence to bear on an analysis
of these problems. These pro-
blems, he said, are of a com-
plexity unknown before, and
were unfolding themselves in
every sphere. The modern
crisis, he pointed out, is of a
dimension and nature which
make solution difficult.
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Visvamaduokulam: ;

This tank which has a capacity of 2,990 scre feet had ori-
ginally been intended for a paddy scheme but after restoration
in view of the suitability of the soil for subsidiary food crops
it was decided to alienate jand under it only for the cultivation
of subsidiary food crops. The first youths were settled in 1966
and there are at present 159 youths settled on the scheme. But
due to heavy rains in 1968 some of the lots were affected by
water logging and fouricen of these youths have been given
alternate lots. 1t has been decided to cut deep drainage chan-
nels in order to prevent this water logging. Each youth has been
alienated 3 acres out of which 2 acres are for cultivation and
one zcre to be utilised for the homestead. The extents culti-
vated during 1968 and 1969 are 178 and 243 acres respectively.
The gross annual income per allottee during 1968 has been
estimated at Rs, 3,324/- and during 1969 at Rs. 4,034/-. This
is the income which the allottee derived from the 2 acres under
cultivation of chillies and does not take into account the in-
come from plantains, onions, groundnuts etc. on the home-
stead. The highest income derived by one allottee in 1968
was Rs. 15,000/~ and during 1969 Rs. 20,000/-.

The scheme will be expanded up to 305 allottees and
action will be saken to settle an additional 100 allottees during
1970. '

Thirovai Aru Youth Settlement Scheme:

This scheme borders on the left bank Main channel of the
Iranamadu tank. 7The scheme consists of 102 allotments of 3
acres each out of which 2 acres will be irrigable. The original
scheme envisaged the construction of wells but it was subse-

_quently decided to implement a lift irrigation scheme. Lift
irrigation facilities have now been implemented and water
would be issued from January 1970, As the soil is clayey it is
possible to plant chillies only by January or February and
therefore it was decided to allow the allottees to grow a thres
month variety of paddy which would be harvest:d in time for
the planting of chillies. 180 vcres have been cultivated with
paddy. [Itis intended to cultivate 193 acres under chillies
during Yala 1470

by J. M. SABARATNAM, B. A. (Loud.)
Addl. Govt.Agent, Jaffna

Mirusuvil Youth Settlement Scheme:

This is the only girls youth scheme in the Island. 50 girls
most of whom had passed through the Farm School were
allotted one acre each for the cultivation of subsidiary food
crops 4t Mirusuvil which is 18 miles from Jaffna. The ailot=
tees had to construct the nec:zssary wells and so far 37 wells
and 42 troughs have been constructed. The subsidies available
were not sufficient to meet the cost of construction of wells
and most of the allottees had to get assistance from their par-
ents to complete the work. The crop had to be hand-watered
and this entails laborious and long hours of work. The Irriga-
tion Department has now investigated into the possibilities of
irrigation through P, V. C. pipes and flexible hoses from the
troughs which have been constructed.

In order to supplement their income a weaving centre has
been established and four sewing machines donated by the Co-
operative Unions have been made available to them. In spite
of the poor income derived by the allottees, they have put in
long hours of work and are enthusiastic and hopeful about
their future. Once the irrigation problem is solved the future
" of the scheme could be ensured, That 49 allottees should have
stuck it out for 3 years shows that they have , grit and deter-
mination. It is hoped that Government would be able to con-
struct the necessary houses and if this is done the future of the
scheme would be bright.

Lift Irrigation for Cultivation of Highlands:

The Ministry of Lands hasimplemented a scheme by which
the highlands in colonisation schemes could be brought under
the cultivation of subsidiary food crops during the Yala Sea-
son. This is being implemented in the Akkarayan and Vavuai-
kulam areas. During 1908, 50 acres under Vavunikulam were
cultivated. During 1969 due to the non-availability of water
no cultivation was possible. During 1970, 150 acres under
Akkaraysokulam and 283 acres under Vavunikulam would be
cultivated with chillies.

Development of Animal Hushandry:

Emphasis in this District is being placed on the breeding
of pouliry and dairy cattle. In order to improve the breeds of
poultry and cattle, issues of breeding material as day old pul-

Cooperate With Un

ion, Members Urged

Agricultural P.roblemsk In The Jaffna District

lets broilers, bull calves and goats are made by the Veterinary
Dept. Artificial Insemination centres have been established in
this District and are located at Tindevely, Uduvil, Mavidda-
puram, Alaveddy, Pandateruppu, Chankanai, Vaddukoddai
and Mapipay. In addition to these there are also six stud
centres and three modified stud centres also in operation in
this District. The success of expansion of poultry breeding in
the District are indicated by the purchase of eggs by the Mar-
keting Department during the last three years— | 366-67, 1%,526,
67-68, 132,126, 68-69, 266,022. The following statistics give
an indication of the nature and volume of work carried out by
the Department ;:—

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

Issues of Breeding Materials by Financial Year:
66-67 67-68 ¢8-69
Chicks 118,309 84,061 60,011
Broilers 951 1,466 1,939
Ducklings 551 203 i
Bull calves 21 14 6
Piglings — e 2
Stud Bulls — - —
Goats — 7 10
Artificial Inseminations : 3,087 3,656 4,405
Castrations : i 599 671
Stud Services: 1,479 1,387 1,414
Immunization of Poultry :
Ranikhet 142,122 176,061 203,823.
Fowl Pox 79,767 98,976 1 5.338
Livestock ;
Haemorrhagic Septe-
caemia 221 2,704 5,476
Foot & Mouth Disease 527 791 774
Black Quarter 10,711 3,787 8,551
Anthrax — 1,810 96

Stud Centres: The Old Stud Centres in six areas of the
District continue to function. Modified Stud Centres: Three
Modified Stud Centres have been established recently.

There are various other factors in the District which have
to be taken into account in planning the future of agricultural
development. A systematic survey into the potential of ground-
water in the Peninsula which is the key to all its agricultural
development has been initiated and has been in progress since
1965. Four hundred cbservation wells have been selected for
obtaining data of the groundwater and based on this data a
tentative water balance can now be prepared. The present
consumption of water for domestic and agricultural uses is
estimated at 40,000 acre feet per annum. In anormal year such
as 1566, the recharge due to rainfall is estimated at 0,000 acre
feet with a discharge to the sea of 50,000 acre feet. However
if rainfall is low ag in 1965 or 1969 cultivation would Lave to
be limited. 1t would however, be possible to compute the safe
yearly rates of withdrawal from the aquifer and advice given on
extents which can be cultivated during the next season.

Action is also being taken to open all drainage lines in the
irrigation schemes, Encroachment surveys are being done and
action is being taken to evict all encroachers.

The opening of access roads to celonisation schemes is
one of the problems which needs immediate atiention. Al-
though irrigation is available in schemes like Tenniyankulam,
Maruthankulam, Murukandykulam, Koddaikaddinakulam and
Ambalaperumalkulam the lack of a good access and public
transport has been in the way of aliottees developing these
lands. The use of machinery and the release of nscessary funds
should enable the opening up of these roads in 1970,

The success of agricultural development in the district is
due to the planning of the proposals from the level of the cul-
tivation committees and M.P.C.SS under the guidance of the
Government Agent and Divisional Revenue Officers. Village
Level Committees, Divisional Committees under the Chairman-
ship of the D.R,00 and District Committee with the G.A. as
Chairman havye been very active not only in formulating the
proposals but in its day fo day implementation. The Exten-
sicn Staff of the Depaitment of Agriculture has to be given
credit for the very good work done in increasing vields, in the
use of agro-chemicals and the adoption of new cultural practi-
ces.' In the final analysis however the credit ooes to the Hon.
Prime Minister and the Minister of sariculiure who have initi-
ated and spearheaded this drive for self sufficiency which has
brought prosperity and a new future to the prosperity of the
country’s citizens resident in the rural areas.

w

profitable to tbe farmers, he Govt. Agent, Jaffna, to take

Presiding over the anpual
general meeting of the Jaffna
Cigaretie Tobazcco Growers’
Societies’ Union, its President
Mr. C. K. Sinpathurai urged
affiliated member societies to
cooperate fully with the Union.

He pointed out that since
costs of production haverisen,
the prices of cigarette tobacco
should be increased.

Presenting the annual report,
the Secretary stated thay after
the 'ban on the export
of  Malayalam tobacco,
Jaffna’s tobacco growers bad
profitably switched over to
the culiivation of cigarette
tobacco. But with the intro-
duction of a new variety of
cigarette tobacco, on depart-

mental advice, and the rise in-

the costs of production, ciga-
rette tobacco was proving un=

said. He expressed his pleasure
at the fact that 20 of the affili-
ated societics were doing well
and pointed out that some
societies had switched over
from cigarette tobacco to

potato cultivation. He de=
plored the fact that some mem-
ber societies had not been
paid for the beedi tobacco they
had supplied : the Union had
made representations to the

the necessary action.

Mr. E. W. Alexsnder RI
stressed that the Union could
not function satisfactorily
without the whole-hearted ag-
sistance of the affiliated so-
cicties. He suggested that the
societics should fully pay up
their share capital. He wanted
the Union to take steps to
purchase beedi tobcaco from
its members and make ar-
rangements to sell it,

A Truly
Multipurpose Coop

The Inuvil MPCS (esta-
blished in 1953)is one of those
multipurpose cooperatives
which really live up to the
name. Apart from dealing in
consumer goods and textiles,
it runs a bakery, a handloom
unit (whose products are dis-
posed of through the Textiles
section) and a Rura]l Bank, It
also purchases, under the
GPS, onions, chillies and pota-
toes. The Union also runs 3
retail depots,

The audited Statement of
Accounts for the period
2-2-68— |-:+69, shows that she

“Unicon has made a net profit

of Rs. 29,28%/75, The Union
which has a membership of
696, has accumulaied Savings
to the value of Rs. 86,271/37
ctg. The Textile section made
a profit of Rs. 16,561/06, the
Bakery a profit of Rs.3,203/56
and the depots’ profit amount-
ed to Rs. 20,273/01 cts. The
Rural Bank showed a profit
of Rs. 2,549,09.

During this period the So-
ciety had given out Rs. 135,-
358/60 as agricultural lozns,
mostly for onions and pota-
toes. The Rural Bank lent
out Rs. 87,000 as medium
term loans and Rs. 155,833/«
on pawns.

Presiding over the annual
general meeting, Mr. V. Nalla-
thamby appealed to the mem-
bers to give their fullest sup-
port to the Society by surren-
dering all their produce to it
and paying up all outstanding
loans. Stressing the need for
Savings, he said that members
musy increase their savings
deposits and even non-mem-
bers should be eacouraged to
deposit their savings in the
Rural Bank.

Mr. T. Murugesu HQI Dev-
elopment suggested that the
society hold general meetings
frequently, even oftener than
onc: in 3 months. Assuring
them of departmental assist-
ance, he appealed to them to
work unitedly for the progress
of the Society: while debate
and discussion should be en-
couraged, no one should try
to obstruct the smooth func-
tioning of the Society. He
also stressed the need to build
up reserves and to hold train-
ing classes frequently.

Mr. P, Selvareinam, Admin-
istrative Secretary, NDCF em-
phasised the importance of
training classes which helped
members to become aware of
their rights and duties. The
Society, he said, should try to
improve the lot of all the vil-
lagers, ipcluding non-mem-
bers; =

The following were elected

to fill the vacancies in the
Committee: Messrs, S, Nal-
liah, K. Nadarajah and T. Ku-
marakulasingham.

At The Helm Again

The following were re-elect-
ed office-bearers of the North-
ern Division ‘Cooperative Fe-
deration at the 32nd annual
general meeting held recently :
Messrs. R. Rajaratnam (Presi-
dent) and R. C. S, Cooke (Vice-
President). The following were
chosen to fill the vacancies in
the Committee : Messrs. T. K.
Rajasckeran, V. Thambipillai,
C M. Markandu, S. Aruna-
salam, V. Suppiah, A. Shiva-
sunderam, A, Ponnuthurai, S.
V. Sabaratnam, J. F, X, Jaya-
seclan, K. Rasiah, K. Abdul
Hani and S. Candiah.
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Teachers Have Reason to be Disgruntled

The London “Times” Edu-
«<ational Supplement carries a
feature with the caption ‘With-
out Comment’. It is made up
.of snippets culled from vari-
ous sources. Some years ago
1 came across this entry which
may be of interest to you: of
4 group waiting at a railway
'station, every one will ditler
from the others in most res-
pects—their profession or oc-
.cupation, their likes and dis-
likes in food and drink, fav-
ourite films and film stars,
political'and religious affilia-
itioas. But they would all share
oue qualification : they are all
experts on education. My ex-
perience in  Ceylon has con-
vinced me that Mr. and Mrs.
Everyman’s educational exper-
tise is not peculiarto England.

A Nightmare

Today Education is a night-
mare. The extent of horror of
the nightmare varies from
country to eountry. But it is
-epdemicin the academic world.
The revolt of the student body
and the bewildered efforts of
the powers that be to deal with
it are phenomena seen in many
parts of the world. Whoever
ventures to probe the malady,
proclaim its causes and pres-

'.-cribe a remedy will be a very

rash person. [ possess neith-
er the genuine expertise nor
the rashness needed for such a
venture.. Whatever expertise
I possess, cannot be much bet-
ter than that of the railway
station group. But one cannot
in the prevailing climate take
part in an educational gather-
ing without giving thought,
however haltingly and tenta- -
i#ively, to this theme.

haviour of his pupils. If a
teacher is not expecied in some
measure to give a tone and a
trend to the thinking and life
pattern of the learner, techno-
logical gadgsts like the radio
and television can easily take
the teacher’s place. Among
the grievances set forth by the
rebellious undergraduates of
America, France and England,
-is the absence or meagreness
of teacher-iearper contaci. I
have found in experience that
the best way, if not the only
way, to have a schoolfunction
smoothly and bear good edu-
cational fruit is to establish
rapport between teacher and
pupil and between school head
and his colleagues. Most
schools do succeed in achiev-
ing a measure of rapport, for
otherwise they simply cannot
function. A sustained reign
of terror will be self-defeating.
Likewise a scheol head who
never forgets that he is lord of
all he surveys will never win
the cooperation of | his collea-
gues. To build up under-
standing and goodwill, you
need time. A teacher must
strike roots, grow with the
school and icto the school and
into the school commupity. A
teacher who is transferred by
telegraph every six months, is
a victim of frustration imposed
on him by his employers—the
State. The governmental bur-
eaucracy has taken over whole
and entire the cthos of its
imperialist predecessor. The
employee, unless he belongs
to a militant trade union, has
merely to obey orders.- I am
not saying that no teacher
should ever be transferred, 1
am only saving that transfers

By 5. Handy Perinbanayagam

I have been in the. thick of
things. 1 have been at the
receiving end of the rod, the
sparing of which according to
an ancient and oft-quoted
maxim, spoils the child. I have
who
seldom, if ever, used the rod.
Whether my young charges
bave been spoiled, thanks to
my failure to use the rod, is
for others to say. AllIcan
say is that they are pot worse
off than their more fortunate
contemporaries who savoured
the delights of the rod on their
backs and buttocks and palms.
1 have also been a school head
with a student population of
over a thousand and a teacher
strength of almostseventy five.
There I am sure I never used
the rod and tried to persuade
others to practice my anti-rod
philosophy. I cannot say that
my effort was a phenomenal
success becauseit isimpossible
to uproot in ong tiny spot of
the world a philosophy and a
practice believed in and pro-
pagated in the major areas of
the globe. I did not impose
an order forbidding corporal
punishment. 1 merely tried
to create a climate of opinion
favourable to a more humane
way of lifs in the school. How
far I succeeded, I cannot say.

Psychological Infection

Why this auntobiographical
interlude ? Infection is not
merely physical. It is psycho-
logical as well. A teacher's
thinking, attitude, wvalues,
philosophy of life infect his
pupils. In fact the basic pre-
supposition of all education is
#4hat a teacher can, and does,
nfluence the thinking and be-

should not be haphazard or
even routine. They should be
exceptional. Teachers parti-
cularly seem to be the worst
victims of this administrative
philosophy. The world over,
the teacher has been, and re-
garded as, a respectable long-
suffering, embodiment of mid-
dle ciass virtne--particularly
those of a negative'quality like
forbearance, self - restraint,
dread of being obstreperous,
making scenes etc. Direct
action, challenge to authority,
standing up for one’s rights
do not belong in the teacher
tradition at least in Ceylon,
Teachers here, as elsewhere in
other lands, or where this pic-
ture of the teacher prevailed,
are not there merely to teach
chemistry, history and mathe-
matics but alsoto impart mor-
ality by word and deed and
serve as an exemplar of viriue,
He or she just should not set
a bad example. To a group
of men and women steeped in
this tradition and at best un-
consciously subscribing to its
values, militancy is unthink-
able. Their masters know it.
But the worm has begun to
turn. Teachers going on strike
was rare anywhere, The N.U.T.
in England, I know, has thre-
atened to call a strike more
than once. But I am not sure
they have at any time called
one, In America they have
struck. The latest 1 know of
took placein New York, where
they defied a court order and
went on strike, Such militan-
cy is likely to spread. Neither
the employer nor the employee
~can regard the strike as the
best means of settling disputes.
They are at best clumsy and

crude expedienis— a view ex-
pressed by G.D. H, Cole, one-
time leader of the Trade Upion
Movement in Britain. But
often that is the only course
open to the employee and he
cannot forget it purely for rea-
sons of elegance and tidiness.
Quite recently, Harold Wilson
and Barbara Castle were
forced 1o eat humble pie when
they were compelled by the
trade unions to abandon the
penal legislation they sought
to enact against wild cat
strikes.

Meaningful Role

The State is not a profit-
making concern. Its resources
come from the people and are
spent on them. Its employees
have good reason to expect
more humane and more equit-
able treatment. The State
should be a model ‘employer,
not merely inregard to emolu-
ments paid to its employees.
A mere taskmaker who wanis
to impress upon his employees
his omnipotence seldom gets
the best service. A national
state cannot imitate the ways
of foreign overlords. The grie-
vance of Ceylon’s teachers is
that they have no meaningful
role in the nation’s educational

enterprise. In defining the
nation’s educational goal or
planning the details of imple-
menting the nation’s educa-
tiopal programme, the teacher
is merely the State’s humble
servant to be ordered about
and carry out commands from
above., [oday the administra-
tive machinery is employer,
judge and policeman, 1t is an
open secret that the teaching
profession is a disgruntled
group with little hope of re-
dress. What [ said about rap-
port between teacher and
learner is equally valid for
employer and employee. An
employee held in remote con-
trol and excluded from all
share in the planning and fash-
joning of policy cannot devel-
op any enthusiasm for the
nmere execution, Itis worth
mentioning that a Select Com-
mittee of Parliament which
studied the recent upheavals in
Britain’s Universities has re-
commended that University
teachers and studerts should
bs given substantial powersin
University administration. A
disgruntled and aggrieved
teacher is hardly the proper
person to impart knowledge,
stir up a passion for the acqui-
sition of knowledge or foster

wholesome attiludes in the
learper’s mind. Mine is not
merely a plea for fair dealing
for teachers. It is also a plea
on bebalf of their young char-
ges. One who is a bundle of
grievances cannot be an easy
person to live with or learn.
One who feels inhibited and
shackled will communicate his
discomfort to all who have
dealings with him. A teacher
who is himself fettered and
sat upon and driven from pil-
lar to post is rendered incapa-
ble of communicating any pas-
sion for freedom or interest in
learning to others.

To the best of my recollec-
tion, nearly every teacher
group that gave evidence be-
fore the National Education
Commission of the early sixties
complained of favouritism, in-
terference by politicians, arbi-
trary transfers, total failure of
communication between the
powers at the topand the field
workers. The remedy pro-
posed by the Commission and
the thinking that prompted
the recommendation, I think,
are ag worth looking into, as
they were when they were
made.

Modern Crisis Fundamentally
A Spiritual One '

Is the modern crisis a political or a social or an economic or an intellectual or a moral one ?

This was the question posed
by Dr. K. G. Saiyidain during
the course of the 2nd Bunker
Memorial Lecture he delivered
at Veerasingham Mandapam.
Bishop 8. Kulendran presided.

Dr. BSaividain made the
point that the crises in the
varieus spheres were not en-
tirely unrelated. ' But back of
all these crises was a  spiritual
crisis. Compassion and love
were no lomger current coin ;
people talk at one another
rather than to one another,
intent only on scoring debat-
ing points, he said,

Dr. Saiyidain pointed out
that one of the canses for the
failure or limited success of
democracy was that our minds
had not been rid of supersti-
tion, self-seeking and the other
relics of the past. Freedom
had come to the developing
countrics 4s a part of certain
historical changes. But unless,
he emphasised, this outer
freedom was matched by inner
freedom, it would neither be
stable nor a reality. He stres-
sed the importance of the
capacity for unhampered
‘thought: freedom of thought
was more important than
freedom of movement. But
men feared thought because it
is subversive. There is un-
fortunately a 1tendency, he
said, to seek the easy way to
success, without paying the
price of freedom. ;

Jockeying For Power

Dr. Saiyidain deplored the
fact that in developing coun-
tries, some leaders of inferior
calibre were jockeying for
power &nd position instead of
concentrating on pational re-
construction. The common
people who had been promised
all the good things of life were
impatient: they thought that

the good things would fall
into their laps like manmna
from heaven, without steady,
hard, serious, honest work,
He pointed out that Nehru
had emphasised that national
reconstruction is even more
difficult than winning freedom,
Where the people had respond-
ed positively 2s in Japan and
Germany, they had been able
to achieve success in a short
time. But, sadly enough, the
response in our countries was
on the whole negative: habits
do not change so easily as
the constitution. It has been
said, he remarked, that God
caanot change the condition
of men unless they change
their minds. The pull for
power, horge-trading, the
measuring of everything in
terms of money value—all this
had corrupted the community.
Deploring the unholy rivalry
for power and the plums of
office, Dr. Saiyidain said
that the rulers did not think
of themselves as servants of
the people. Serving the people
is the real function of a civi-
lised government, he empha-
sised, and drew attention to
Gandhi’s example: Gandhi
had identified himself with the
lowest of his counirymen,
Both in poor and afflpent
countries, he said, nepotism,
and jobbery had become wide-
spread. The honest man who
comes into this atmosphere
soop gives up aftera few at-
tempts at honesty. Thus de-
mocracy was tending to lose
an honest and efficient civil
service.

The essence of democracy,
he stressed, is give and take,
This called for powers of the
head and heart. He cited the
example ¢f Gandhiji who was
ready to listen to all points of
view. i

e

A Mockery Of Democracy

Referring to the problem of
minorities, Dr. Saiyidain said
it was of particular significance
in 2 democracy. There could
be constitutional gvarantees
of equality but an insensitive
majority could nullify all this
in  practice. Oppressing the
minorities would make a mo-
ckery of democracy. While the
majority should not oppress
the minority, the minorities
also should learn to respect
the views of the majority and
make the mnecessary adjust-
ments. Condemping separat~
ist tendencies as "a menace’ he
said that in a plural society
the majority must try to win
over the minorities by treating
them fairly. Unity in diver-
sity should be the aim: unity
of spirit but not uniformity of
behaviour and practice. De-
mocracy should actively  en-
courage variety instead of try-
ingto put everyome in the
same mould. Unigueness and
originality should not be
crushed, ;

Referring to the language
problem, Dr. Saijyidain said
that language touches at the
very roots of culture. 1t is
for that reason that people
like Moulana Azad were nog
in favour of the policy of for-
cing the official language on
the South or setting time
limits. In the life of a nation
5 or 10 years more meant noth-
ing. He cited the case of Rus-
sia where the authorities had
followed a policy of develop-
ing all the national languages
and even the smaller dialects.

Referring to the place of
English, Dr. Saiyidain said
that while the mother tongue
should be the medium of ins-
truction, yet undue haste and

(Ceontinued on page 4)
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THE COOPERATOR

The establishment of a Re-
gearch Institute by your Socie~
ty is essential to provide your
members with the necessary
technicaladvice andknow-how.
I therefore appeal to you to
set apart a substuntial amount
for this projecl.

This was the advice given
by Mr. R. C, S. Cooke, Vice-
President NDCF, atthe 19th
~ Annual General Meeting of

the Vali East Cooperaiive
Plantain Sales Society. He
also suggested that they iry
out improved methods of cul-
tivation.

Mr, P. Maunickavasagar D
ARO advised them to give up

Modern Crisis

outmodsd methods of cultiva-
tion and adopt modern mech-
anised techniques.

Mr. T. Murugesu HQI
(Development) warned planta-
in cultivators that a bleak
future lay ahead of them un-
less they took steps to prevent
diseases and adopt improved
methods of cultivation. He
urged them to give up tradi-
tional ways of cultivation and
follow improved methods of
cultivation which would give
higher yields. He suggested
that members .be taught the
new methods of cultivation
and also b made more fami-

ndaetall

A Spiritual One

(Continued from page 3)
making the question one of
prestige was undesirable. We
should make full use of Eng-
lish books and even use it as
the medium of instruction
wherever it is advantageous.
He stressed that we should
exercise caution lest we bring
down the already unsatisfac-
tory standards of education,

Dr. Saiyidain emphasi_sed
that persons of different faiths
should receive equal treatment
at the hands of the national
authorities. Religion being an
intensely personal matter, no
one else had the right to
intrude into that sanctuary.
There should be full liberty of

belief, Referring to the de

mand made by some in India
that Muslims should Indianise
themselves which in effect
meant +induise themselves,
Dr. Saiyidain said that no se'lf-
respecting religious minority
can accept such a test of
loyalty.

He urged educationists to
inculcate in their charges h.lgh
ideals and loyalties. He point-
ed out that values like huma-
nism and tolerance were
taking on more and more an
international and cosmopolit-
an character. Either we should
learn to swim together or we
would have the dubious satis-
faction of sinking together.

Woik Is Worship

Dr. Saiyidain drew atten-
tion to the fall of standards in
a highly commercialised werld.
Most eraftsmen had lost pride
in standards. This was a
malady whoseroots can spread
like cancer through  social
and political life. Gandhi had
stressed that all true work is
blessed: it was a powerful
means of Education. There-
fore man should -strive to
attain perfection  through
work. Since work is worship,
the doing well of whatever is
worth doing, has not meiely
practical results but also moral

and intellectual repercussions.
As Shaw had said, the true

joy in life is in being a force

of nature instead of being a

feverish bundle of grievances.

Dr. Saiyidain appealed to
educationists to help 10 bring
about the primacy of values
like compassion, truth and
justice. It is up to us, he said,
to choose our destiny: the wel-
fare of all (sarvodaya) should
be our aim, The greatest
failure, he stressed, is the
failure to be fully human.
Living under capacity was
worse than hupger. Men and
women would never find them-
selves uniess they lost them-
selves in great causes.

Introducing the speaker,
Bishop 8. Kulendran said
that a scholar is honoured all
over the world. As long as
there has been life on earth
there has been crisis, he re-
marked, but now we were
facing a crisis in the most
acute form. Something similar
had happened 1500 years when
the Roman Empire broke up.
But then it was mostly politic-
al: today the crisizs was intel-
lectual, it was in the sphere of
ideas. The crisis was due to
the tremendous influx of ideas
caused by the advance of
knowledge and the spread of
education. Today ideas are
tumbling over one another,
he said,

Inviting Disaster

Bishop Kulendran observed
that in democracy there was
a ftemptation not to apply
any criteria to ideas: there-
fore one idea was as good as
another. Bot in communist
countries, rigid criteria were
applied to ideas. He stressed
that unless democracies ap-
plied criteria to ideas, they
would be inviting disaster.
These criteria, he emphasised,

must be firmly based on the .

eternal verities: nothing else
would do.
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liar with the management of
the affairs of the Society.

Mr. K. 5. Muthuvetpillai
SRDO also spoke.

The following were elected
to fill she vacancies in the
commiitee: Messrs. M, Vela-
yuthar, 8. Arumugam, S. Mu-
thuvely, K. Tharmalingam and
V. Thirunavukarasu.

The Society which was form-
ed to promote the economic
interests of the members and
more particularly to develop
the produciion and marketing
of plantains has made a net
profis of Rs. 5,878/44 during
the period 1-9-68—31-7-69.

- This Coop Has
Liberated Workers
Speaking at the annual gen-
eral meeting of theJafinaCoop-
erative Lorry Transport Socie-
ty, its President Mr, V. Pon-
nuthurai reminded the mem-
bers that the Society had help-

ed tc liberate them from the
clutches of the mudalalis, He

¢ appezied to the President of

the Jaffipa Harbour Services
Union to which they are affili-
ated, to help them to obtain
more transport contracts.

Mr. P. Selvaretnam, Ad-
ministrative Secretary NDCF,
pointed out thatteething trou-
bles were to be expected but
they should try to put things
right as sooun as possible. He
suggested that since the mems=
bership is small, they could
hold frequent general meetings.

Mr. G. W. Alexander, R. I.
advised them to take steps to
recover all dues and pay great-
¢ér attention tothe financial
position of the society. He
suggested that they keep the
accounts up to date and find
more avenues of earning reve-
nue.

Mr. E. Chellappah, Coop
Inspector, urged the members
to give their fullest support to
the Society and help it to pro-
gress.  He advised the Com-
mittee members to meet once
a month and tike a keener
interest in the Society’s wel-
fare.

Mr. J. F. Sigmaringam, Pre-
sident Jafina District Coop-
erative Harbour Services Uni-
on, said the Society was doing
an important job and teen
helpful to the Union in the
execution of its duties: this
was a source of great encour=-
agement to the Unicm. All
the Union’s affiliated societies,
he said, complained that they
hadn’t enough work and
weren’t being paid enough.
The Union was deing its best
to find more work for all its
members. As fer the rates, if
the Government pzid the Uni-
on more, it would increase the
rates to affiliated societies.
He assured them that the
Union would give the Society
all possible assistance,

The following were elected
to the Committee : Messrs. V,
Ponnuthurai, V. Singaram,

V. Subramaniam, V. Krishna-~
pillai, A. Pathmanathan, C.
Retnam, N, Ramaswamy, 8.
Sellathurai and E. C. Selvara-
jah. Messrs. V. Ponnuthurai,
V. Krishnapillai and V. Sin-
garam were elected President,
Vice-President and Secretary
respectively.
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