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Mother Tongue in Education

Even as early as 1929 an education commission recom-
wended : :

(1) That instruction in the vernacular should be compul-
sory for all pupils at the carlier stage of their school career.

(2)' That while the education system should aim at secur-
ing for pupils competent knowledge of the language of
the country, it should do so without at the samne time for-
feiting any of the traditional or intellectual advantages to
be secured from a close contact with the language of child-
hood. ;

The Kannangara Repott of 1943 which recommended
that the mother tongue should replace English as the medi-
um of instruction, signilicantly prefaced its conclusions
with these noble words : : :

“We have taksn our task fo'be to recommend an ‘educational
system suitable for a deniceracy. ‘Buch a system shoulds on the
oné hand, enable the pupil to achieve the highest degree of phy-
sical, social and meral development'of which he is capable irres-
pective of his wealth or social status; on the other hand, it should
enuble the pupil as a result of his education to use his abilities for
the good of the nation in the fullest possible measnre'.

The Report even went $o the extent of enunciating some defi-
nitions of the mother tongue to coverdifficult and doubtful situa-
tions:

(1) Where both parents are Sinhalese or Tamil, then Sinhalese
or Tamil, as the case may be, shall be the mother tongue,

(2) Where the parents belong 'te differeny communities, the
home-language, i,e. the language commonly spoken by the parenis
and children, sliall be deemed to be the mother tongue,

(3) 'Inthe case of all other persons, any one of the following
languages—English, Sinhalese,sTamil, or Malay—whichever the par-
ente chioose fo adopt shall be the mogher tongue, i

Following the attainment of independence 2 White Papér on
Education was presented to the House in 1950 by the then Minister
of Edueation, Mr, Nugawela., The propesals embodiea in the main
the ideas propounded by the Special Committee in 1943. The White
Paper itself, described as a ‘framework for development' had as its
broad general aim ‘¢he development and enrichment of personality,
alike in the individual life of which it is the expression, and in the
diverse relationships to'others which make up our human  civilisa-
410n’'s Commenting on the medium of instruction the White Paper
observed, ‘This 18 a topic upon which there is great diversity of
opinion’. and it weunt on to propose two principles to be followed in
dealing with the question i— i _

(1) Thechild should be taught inthe language of #he home,
“thint language in which hie can express most adequately his inner-
most thoughts and feelings'.

(3o He should grasp the ggographical situation, ‘uff]_]t_hu islang A

need for a mediui [Or international discourse, and the obtaining of
acoess to western thought., The ultimate abm was that ‘teaching
should be through the language of our homes, with Epglish as a
second language’, e . L I

It is an undisputed and sound educational axiom that the child
learns best and finds the maxinmum self-realisation and gelf-fulfil-
ment through the mother tongue. There isno lingnistic hiatus as
such between the home and ghe school, 80 much so that environ-
mental influences that prevail in the child’s homé becomé opera-
tive in the learning process too. :

F. L. Billows, one time Head of the English Language Training
Section of the British Coungil, London, observes: ''Language de-
pends on society and society I8 built up on relationships supported
and realised through language’. He goes on'to develop his theeris
in unmistakable terms: ‘‘Language is a social affairy it is the most
important binding elemest insopiety, Language can hardly exist
in golitude; human society depends for its existence, as we know it,
on language. Inso far as 1 speak a language, I belong o the com-
munity of people who speak that language, whesher [ want o or
not; if 1 know the language well and haye absorbed some of the
common stoek of knowledge that every school-hoy knows who speaks
that language, if I know¢he proverbs and homely sayings and have
delighted in ghe suecinct wit of those who speak the language habi-
tually, if I enjoy their jokes, 1 have sat down beside them and shar-
ed some of their consciousness, To learn a new langnage is to join
a new community. The similarity of the words ‘community’ and
‘communication’ ean sum ghisup forus'’,

It is possible for a child to master tiore than one language if
the languages concerned arepart of its day fo day life, But if a lan-
guage is to be learnt exclusively under formal instruction, it re-
guires greater maturity on the part of thechild. Thewohild's intel-
lectual life should already be organised interms of its own language
before it can be called upon to learn another langnage. >

Prof. Laurie asserts ‘' A child cannot live equally well in $wo
langnages at one and the same time. 1f an atlempt ismade to make
the child to do so, itsiintellectual and spiritual growth is not dou-
bled bug halved'’. 'Schuehardt supports it—"Lf a bilingual man has
two strings to his bow. both ef them ‘are ruther slack™. Bishop
Grundtvig was so inspired by the use of the mother tongne in the
Folk High Bchools which he founded that he wrote poems in praise
of the mother tongue which are clagsed among the best in world
literature. Dr. Brian Holmes puts it thus :—"'Language indeed is
often the symbol of group identity. For this reason any attempt to
reduce the importance of the minorify langnage or to deny to it op-
portunities of deyelopment through education is regarded as an at-
$ack on the enltural heritage of the linguistic group'. Prof. M, V.
€. Jeffreys zoes on to define education as “an instrument for con-
serving, transmitting and renewing culture”. P.B. Ballard sums
up beantifully—""Trainig in the use of the mother tongue becomes
the first essential of schooling and the finest instrument of human
culture’’. No wonder the Plowden Report asserts and re-asserts
that language is nog merely an expression of thought, that it also
jnfluences one's thinking. ;

It may be argued by some {hat the parent knows whaf is hest
for his child. It is simply not true. There ave miny things which
the parent can't do without inviting State intervention and prosecu-
tion in a court of law. Parentalrights are wnof absolute. In many
situations the parent needs to be educated to do she right thing in
regard to his ehild. Tn quite a few, compulsion by the Btate is in-
evitable in the interest of the child and of the nation, To jmpose
on a child a medinm of learning alien to the spontaneous intellectu-
al pattern is to subject it to o handicapin life by alienating it from
its cultural and secial milieu. 1t is nothing short of a gross denial
of a fundamental human right., It is a crime notonly by che child
whose development is impaired, but by the netion whose life is
jmperilled and progress impeded, :
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MPCS Unions To Be Appointed
Wholesale BDistributors

Multipurpose Cooperative Societies’ Unions are to be
appointed sole wholesale “distributors in their respective

areas of operation.

This was disclosed at a conference held recently injColombo when the Chairman of the CWE
met Presidents and Administrative Secretaries of MPCS Unions.

This decision stems from
the Government’s desire to
reduce the cost of living and
ensure that the consumer
gets his requirements at rea-
sonable prices.

As a first step towards im-
plementing this decision, in-

vestigations are being made
regarding the capacity of
Unions to carry — out
this task successfully. The
investigations: will cover
such topics as financial re-
sources. stores accommoda-
tion, transport facilities and
ability to distribute effici-

ently.

Besides the 'Chairman of
the CWE, the Commissioner
of Cooperative Development
and the General Manager
of the People’s Bank also
participated in the Confer-
enece, -

Union Members Urged
To Take Keener Interest

Speaking at the 25th an-
nual general meeting of the
Thenmaradchy MPCS Uni-
on, Mr, T. Murugesu, HOI,
urged members to take a
keener interest in the affairs
of the Union. He suggested
that they periodically ins-
pect documents and records
and clear their doubts. He
urged them to take an active
interest in the functioning
of thzir societies.

— M8, K. Thirayiyanaya-

gam who presided. recalling
the history of the Union
said it originally covered a
very large area but later new
Unions were set up for Kili-
nochchi, Pooneryn, FPach-
chillapalli and other areas,
He thanked the employees
and the affiliated societies
for their support and en-
scouragement.

Mr. P.  Selvaretnam, Ad-
ministrative - Secretary, ND
CF, suggested that they hold
general meetings more regu-
larly and study the by-laws
and review the progress of
the Union: this would en-
sure the progress of the Uni-
on and the affiliated Socie-
ties.

The following were elect-
ed office-bearers : Messrs. S,
K. Thiraviyanayagam (Pre-
sident), 8. Sithamparapillai
(Vice-President) and A.Aru-
nasalam (Secretary).

Messrs, S. K. Thiraviya-
nayagam, A. Arunasalam,
S. Vallipuram, K. Mylvaga-
nam, Kandiah Mylvaganam,
K. Arumugam, N. Sitham-
paranathan, C. Sithampara-

illai and M. Velupillai were
elected to the Committee.

Talks On Gooperation

A moteworthy feature of
Cooperative. Day celebra-
tions in the Jaftna MPCS
Union area, was the talks
delivered on Cooperation in
various schools. Mr, K, Ne-
siah, Mr. K. Paramothayan
and Mr. R. C. 8. Cooke were
among the speakers who ex-
plained the principles of Co-
operation to school-chil-
dren,

VIGILANCE NEEDED

Instead of eriticising the
Society from outside, wmem-
bers should be ever vigilant
and try to remedy any de-
fects. Societies are managed
by Committees of Manage-
ment elected by the members
themselyes. Therefore it is
the duty of members to keep
a watchful eye on ' th: Com-
mittee.

So. said Mr, R. G. G. Q.
Gunasekera, €CD & RC3,
speaking at the Silver Jubi-
lee celebrations of the Is-

lands MPCS Union- YHeld at.-

the Velanai Madhya Maha
Vidyalaya.

Stressing that a Society is
the property of its members,
Mr. Gunasekera drew a par-
allel between tending a plant

and looking after the inter-
ests of a Society. Just as a
plant would wither if itis
not looked after well, so in-
difference would lead to the
downfall of a Society.

Referring to the new pre-
jects that were being under-
taken by Unions, he stressed
the need for caution as it
was the members who con-
tributed the capital. When
new activities were to be un-
dertaken, he wanted priority
to be given to those activi-
ties: that would directly-bene=
fit the members in the area.

He appealed to Commit-
tees to live up to thz aspira-
tions of the people as itis
the people who should bene-
fit by these organisations.

Success Due To
Mambers’ Enthusiasm

The success of this Stores
Society is due to the interest
and enthusiasm shown by
members and the Committee
and the honest service rend-
ered by the e nployees.

So said Mr, R. C, S, Cooke,
Vice-President, NDCF, at
the 26th annual general
meeting of the Vaddu West
Cooperative Stores Society.
Mr. Cooke further said he
hoped the Society would
grow from strength to
strength and appealed to the
members present to purchase
all their requirements from
the Store. He also suggest-
ed that the Committee take
steps to expand the business
by catering to all the con-
sumer requirements of mem-
bers.

This Store which was re-
gistered in 1944 has made
a nett profit of Rs. 1,678/74
during the period 2-3-69 to
28-2-70.

SERRTETEER

GED In Jaffna

The new Cooperative Com-
missioner, Mr. R. G. G. O.
Gunasekera was in Jaffna
recently,

He visited the Northern
Division Cooperative Fe-
deration, the Jaffna Coop-
erative  Training School,

the Moolai Cooperative

Societies Urged to
Purchase Goods From
Unions

Affiliated socictics must
inform the Union of their
requirements in time so that
we can supply the goods
they want at r£smlable
prices. They should pur-
chase their requirements
from the Union instead of
buying from private traders
at higher prices, said Mr, S.
Arunasalam. President of
the Pachillapalli MPCS Uni-
on at the Sth Annual Gener-‘
al Mecting of the Union.

Mr. R. Rajaratnan, Pre-
sident, NDCF, said it was
precisely an area like Pa-
chillapalli which needed the
Cooperative Movement. He
pointed out that the strength
of the Union ultimately de-
pended on that of the affili=
ated societies: if the roots
were damaged, the tree
would wither and die. He
advised the Union to think
seriously of starting a small
industry : cooperatives sho-
uld not confine themselves

(Continued on page 4)

hospital and other insti=
tutions. He had discussions
with representatives of MP
CS Unions in the Jaffna Dis-
trict and also participated
in the Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions of the Islands MPCﬁ
Union,
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Cooperation And Community Developmen

When one thinks of Com-
munity Development one en-
visages it as the material,
moral and spiritual better-
ment of the entire communi-
ty : it then becomes evident
that the: Cooperative Move-
ment is intimately linked
with Comumnunity Revelop-
ment, That is why Mahatma
Gandhi laid such emphasis
on the Cocperative Move-
ment as an instrument. of
communily development.

Quite a number of people,
regrettably, have a distorted
view of the Cooperative
Movement: Some  think of
it in terms of the *‘coupon
kade” where they can buy
their rationed goods. Others
think of it as a fden of
thieves’’. Others, failing to
realise that it is 2 Movement
of the people, by the people
and for the people, think of
Cooperation 'as merely an
arm of the Government, im-
plementing the Govern-
ment’s policies. |

The motto of Cooperation
is ““Each for all and all for
Each’, People band them-
selves into a Cooperative to
solve a common problem or
problems. Each member
works to make his society
strong and useful so that it
fulfils the purpose for which
it was set up. The institu-
tion, in turn, helps to uplift
each wember and thereby
the community. Since the
members are drawn -from a
compact area and there 'is
mutual knowledge, the so-
‘ciety’ studies the economic
condition of each member

the late Mr. D. S. Senana-
yake who, when champion-
ing the cause of independ-
ence for Ceylon, remarked
that Ceylon was fit for inde~
pendence as it had a strong
Copperative Movement
which had taught members
their rights and duties and
how to exercise their fran-
chise. In passing 1 might
remark that in a Coopera-
tive society if the members
are dissatisfied with the way
the Commiitee is handling
affairs, they can requisition
a meeting and elect a new
Committee who enjoy their
confidence. But as far as
Parliament is concerned, the
people cannot recall their
representative even when he
has ceased to be 'truly their
representative : they have to
awail the next elections.
The  Cooperative Move-
ment’s educational activities
centre round training clas-
ses, study groups. discus-
sions, journals, conferences,
film shows and seminars.
Through these educational
channels the members are
taught the principles and
practice of Cooperation,
their rights, duties and liabi-
lities. Besid s, cooperatives
also serve as a forum for the
dissemination of the latest
scientific practices and tech-
niques: the value of this
kind of technical service can
be seen from the fact that,
in agriculture, for instance,
yields have increased trem-
endously, The educational
activities of the Movement
do not stop with Coopera~«
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and prescribes methods .to
improve his lot. Coopera-
tion, unlike other isms like
Communism. does not be-
. lieve in a violent revolution
but in peaceful evolution and
gradual progress. It does
not try to dispossess people
of their hard-earned wealth
and distribute it among the
indolent. [Instead it aims,
not at making people rich
capitalists, but at providing
for their basic necessities s0
that they can lead 2 content-
ed life. The members of a
Cooperative Society do not
exploit others nor do they
allow themselves to be ex-
ploited by others. Coopera-
tion believes in levelling up
instead of levelling down.
If we examine the working
of the various types of coop=
erative organisations found
in Ceylon, we shall find that
they are helping immensely
in the economic upliftment
of the members. It is the
society which meets the mem-~
‘ber’s consumer' require-
ments, his credit needs, sup-
plies him for instance, with
seed and fertiliser at subsi-
dised rates, provides him
gear, technical information
and assistance and helps
him with the marketing,
Most societies now promote

savings among their mem-

bers, thus paviao the way for
the security of their future.

Educational Movement

We must not forget that
the Cooperative Moevement
is also an eduvstional move-
ment. As W, P. Watkins
remarked it is valid to think
of Cooperation 4s an educa-

¢ tional movement employing

ggonomic techniques. It was .

" this way the

tion alons. From the Com-
mon Good Fund, quite a
number of societizs support
adult education programmes
and other community pro-
jects. There are even coop-
erative societies which run
nursery schools and creches
from their own funds. In
these ways, the Cooperative
Movement is vitally linked
with the education, in the
broadest sense, of the com-
munity.

The Cooperative Move-
ment is a vital part of demo-
cracy. Democracy depends
for its success on a sense of
fellowship, of comptomise,
of give and take. Equality is
its very basis : one man, one
vote. The Cooperative Move-
ment fosters the qualities so
necessary for the successful
working of democracy, The
members are associated on
the basis of equality : one
member has only one vote,
irrespective of his share-
holding. The problems facing
them are solved .through
frank and' free discussion :
Cooperative
Moyvement fosters participa-
tory democracy. To put it
succinctly, the Movement
moulds cooperators to be=
come good citizens of a de-
MOCracy.

Leadership

There is also another as-
pect of the Cooperative
Movement which needs to
be strzssed. e Coopera-
tive Movement has undoubt-
edly helped the flowering of
leadership at the wvillage
level. It has discoversd lead-
ers at the villai;e level, who
otherwise would have been
upheard of and unsung, By

dint of hard work and merit,
these leaders have risen to
national stature in other
spheres as well, Since lead-
ership is crucial for the suc-
cessful working of democra-
cy, this aspect of the Coop-
erative Movenent cannot be
emphasised too much.

I have tricd to show so far
how the Cooperative Move-
ment helps the economic and
social upliftment of the indi-
vidual and the community.
But we should not forget
that Cooperation is commit-
ted to the moral regenera-
tion of the individual and
through him the community.
As the sage Thiruvalluvar
said : *‘This world’s not for
him without wealth nor the
next for him without grace”,
I cannot do better than quote
the memorable words of Ma-
hatma Gandhi : ““The Coop-
erative Movement will be a
blessing to India only to the
extent that ‘it is a moral
movement strictly directed
by men fired with religious
fervour ... facility for ob-
taining loans at fair rates
will not make immoral men
moral..... Too often we be-
lieve that material prosper-
ity means moral growth, It
is necessary that a movement
which is fraught with so
much good to India should
not degenerate into one for
merely advancing  clieap
loaps......With this standard
before us we will not meas-
ure the success of the move-
ment by the number of coop-
erative societies formed, but

National Prosperity.

The largest

The Co-operative Movement plays an
impertant role in Ceylon's economic
development., The People's Bank works
together with the Co-operatives for

nerworik of branches

by the moral condition of
the cooperators.  The regis-
trars will, in that event, en-
sure the moral growth of
existing societies before mul-
tiplying them. And the gov-
ernment  will make their
promotion conditional, not
upon the number of societiss
they have registered, but the
maoral success of the existing
institutions. This will mean
tracing every peany lent to
the members. Those res-
ponsible for the proper con-
duct of cooperative societies
will see to il thal the money
advanced does not find its
way into the toddy-seller’s
till or into the pockets of the
keepers of gambling dens”.
Wise ‘words indeed, which
which will be treasured for-
ever, especially by develop-

ing countries. -

I should like to conclude
by stressing that Coopera-
tionand Community Devel-
opment aresynonymous.The
cynics and the unbelievers
take a perverse pleasure in
pinpointing the faults and
defects of the Movement in
Ceylon.  While we certain-
ing do not deny the Move-
ment's weaknesses, we think
it grossly unfair that the
positive = contribution that
the Movement has made and
is makingto community dev- .
elopment in Ceylon, should
be underplayed andignored.
It behoves us as cooperators
to re-dedicate ourselves to
the ideals of the Movement
and strive for the upliftment
—economie, social and mor-
al—of the community.

TRIPOLI

'MARKET

in Ceylon,
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(Continued from our lasf issue)

At the present stage of co-
operative development, it is
necessary to give asecond
look at the administrative
set up created  for fanction-
ing of cooperative institu-
tions. The statutory respon-
sibilities of the Government
through the machinery of
thz Registrar of Cooperative
Societies nzed to be oriented
to meet the present needs of
the Movement: The regula-
tory functions and promo-
tional functions need to be
redefined. Regulatory func-
tions pertaining to judicial
and quasi judicial matters
should be transferred to the
Cooperative Movement. Ths
promotional functions, with
special reference to cxten-
sion, cducalion, statistics,
administrative intelligence
and inter-deparimental co-
ordination may be retained
as primary functions in the
Cooperative Department. In
the discharge of these res-
ponsibilities also, the Regis-
trar may be expected to col-
laborate and coordinate fully
with the Movement.,

The aboye measures ate
suggested purely as transi-
tional ones. The Coopera-
tive Movement. by the very
nature of its terms of refer-
ence it has acquired, should
legitimately take over many
of these functions 'in course
of time. While the Move-
ment will continue to strive
for this, the Government by
its deliberate steps through
the associations of coopera-
tive representatives in policy
making decisions should
help achievement of the said
objectiye. e

With the growth of nation-
al federation in the different
sectors of the cooperative
movement, it has become
imperative that there should
be a central authority admin-
istering the laws and looking
after the growth of these ins-
titutions as national organs
subservient to the cause of
their constituents at the
State level and below. A
multi-State cooperative law
should be enacted in the
Parliament to take over this
growing requirement at the
national level and a suita-
ble authority created for the
purpose at the Centre to look
at the interests of the na-
tional level federations. Tt
15 also expected that the same
authority at the Centre will
take some promotional in-
terest in the Cooperative
Movement as a whole.

Cooperatives as institu-
tions for promotion of eco-
nomic democracy in the
country have of necessily to
deal with multiple Depart-
ments of Government in the
Centre and institutions. It
is, therefore, of the highest
importance this administra-
tive authority . is not vested
in any one subject matter
department of the Centre.

6. General Administration

It is clear from what has
been stated above that the
Registrar will have to exer-
cise progressively more ini-
tiative and authority in the
proper administration of the
cooperative laws in the Co-
operative Movement. His
role of supervision of coop-
eratives on behalf of Govern-
ment as has grown to be the
practice over the years must
wither away with coryes-

ponding growth initiative in
this behalf within the Move-
ment itself. In regard to the
purely judicial part of the
administration of coopera-
tive activities of the country,
thé Cooperative Movement
should support vigorously
the recommendations made
by the Mirdha Committee.

Cooperation Between Panchayati
Raj and Cooperatives

Panchayati Raj stands for
political democracy and co-
operation for economic de-
mocracy. The two are so
inter-twined that one isin-
separable from the other, al-
though they have autonom-
ous spheres of activity. The
people with whom these ins-
titutions have to deal with
being, by and ldrge, com-
mon, the resources at the
disposal of both institutions
being limited and the pres-
sures against their healthy
growth being more or less
from the same sources and
of the same character, it is
obvious that they should
swim together if they are not
to sink together. It is recog-
nised that Panchayati Raj
should not deal with day-to-
day activities of the Coop-
erative Movement. The same
will apply to the Cooperative
Movement vis-a-vis Pancha-
yati Raj. Yet, givan goodwill
and understanding of the
commen forces to contend
with, there will be ample
scope for the two institu-
tions to work together on a
common programme. For
the time being %uch pro-
gramne could be limited to:

(i) education of the com-

mon people in the philoso-

phy of Panchayati Raj and
Sahkari Samaj, especially at
the block and district levels;
and

(ii) Institutional training
of leading office-bearers of
both these movements, more
particularly so because due
to paucity oi resources both
the cooperative training cen-
tres and the Panchayati Raj
Training Centres are being
abolished increasingly.

Panchayati Raj institu-
tions can lend a very effec-
tive help through deploy=
ment of their staff in co-op-
eration, education, agricul-
ture and other nation build=
ing agencies controlled by
them to organise exhibitions
at the village, block and dis-
trict levels envisaged under
the member education pro-
gramme of cooperatives. The
annual Panchayat Raj Sam-
melans organiszd at the dis-
trict and block levels would
be much more effective, if
they could organise under
the joint support of both the
organisations. There is also
no reason why the training
of office-bearers of coopera-
tives and Panchayati Raj
institutions could not be
conducted in the same group
level institutions. Such a
training centre of folk high
school type could be esta-
blished much more econo-
mically and much faster if it
could be common to both
the movements.

To achieve this consum-
mation, a proper under-
standing of what is at stake
in common between the two
must be brought home to'the
leaders of both the move-
ments and then a method
should be devised by which
g2 permanent coordination
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in this connection may be
provided. For this, it is
suggested tha! there should
be a close cooperation bet-
ween NCUI and AIPP and
representation must be pro-
vided for both organisations
in each other’s institutions
more especiaily at the level
of the Committees on Train-
ing and Education. The
same may be followed at the
State level and down the
line where a group level
fraining institution is esta-
blished either in common or
even separately as at pre-
sent. :

The reflection of a correct
image of the Coop Movement

Neither the national level
nor the State level coopera-
tive organisations need be
concerned . about reflecting
the bad image of the Coop-
erative. Movement because
that would automatically be
taken care of by the Press
in the country in their exist-
ing orientation as also by
the Government and other
agencies. In order to count-
er the totally unbalanced
image of the Cooperative
Movement, il is necessary
that the State organisations
and the national organisa-
tiens in thz Cooperative
Move nent try to create faci-
lities for locating work of
excellence wherever it is be-
ing done and give wide pub-
licity to it. This can begin
only at the State level and
should form the substance of
either ‘@ bi-monthly or a
quarterly journal by the re-
presentative State Federa-
tion. If it becomes neces-

sary to provide some finan-

cial assistancz for this pur-
pose, it will be desirable that
the national organisation
does so on a matching basis,
with a ceiling if necessary.
The national level organisa-
tion must have a monthiy
journal to reflect the activi-
ties of the organisation in the
farflung countryside. Ma-
terial presented by the State
journals could form a nucle-
us of journals at the nation-
al level.

2. The cooperative journ-

als should be aimed to be,

circulated not merely to the
cooperative institutions but
also to the beneficiaries of
cooperative activities, The
journals to make their im-
pact will have to have a high
quality imparted to them by
the editorial staff.  No indi-
vidual organisation will find
it physically possible for
vears to come in the present
circumstances, to flinance
such a level of expertise by
itself, nor will a really com-
petent man find a single or-
ganisation adequate enough
for the expression he will
seck as a man. The best
course, therefore, will be for
each organisation to have
the service of a full time As-
sistant Editor = with such
other staff he requires, duly
supported by a Chiel Editor
of a very high calibre main-
tained by all the organisa~
tions. This functionary can
be borne on the establish-
ment of the NCUI on behalf
of all the organisations for
facilities of better cooordin-
ation.

3. For giving the general
guidance, there will be a
Committee consisting of re-
presentatives of all the sec-
tors of the Cooperative

thout Strings

Movement. A few experts
who are prepared to dosome
job for the purpose ‘may be
picked up from outside also
and co-opted on this Com-

‘mittee.

4. This organisation sho-
uld have functions both for
publication as also for pub-
lic relatiens. Cooperative
Movement demands strong
support in the State Legisla-
ture as well as in Parliament.
It will mean ‘the careful
building up of a cooperative
lobby, The lobby can func-
tion only if it is furnished
with adeguate 'data on thz
Cooperative Movement be-
sides the issues which are of
importance for the day and
also for the long term future
of the Movement. The Edi-
torial staff and the function-
al organisation as well as
the NCUI will have to do
this feeding. The chairman
of thefunctional cooperative
organisation both at the
State and the national level
as well as the representatives
of State level Cooperative
Unions and the NCUI will
maintain close contacts with
members in the respective
legislative bodies who have
interest and sympathy for
the Cooperative Movement,

5. Public Relations works
in the Cooperative Move-
ment should consist of meet-
ing important visitors, na-
tional or international, ac-
quainting them with what is
happening in the Coopera-
tive Movement here, getting
their reactions to what they
see here. It should also in-
clude meetings with the Press
at regular intervals, briefing
the Press in regard  to any
important conferences that
are taking place in a func-
tional cooperative institu-
tion or in the National Co-
operative Union and about
important réecommendations
that em:rge out of delibera-
tions, in such meetings and
conferénces. Public relations
also must include yisits to
successful cooperatives ac-
ross the country by selected
groups of pressmen who can
be carried across the coun-
try with the idea of promo-~
ting series of articles in their
own journals on what they
have scen. Public relations
v ust also include promotion
of cooperative exhibitions
whenever any important con-
ference takes place as an in-
variable adjunct to the con-
ference. The representation
of cooperative  activities
should be reflected graphic-
ally in specially prepared
charts which are intelligible
to the lay visitor at the State,
national and international
levels.

6. What is suggested for
the Press parties may also
be considered for important
members of the State Legis-
lature or of the Parliament
and other interested per-
sons. The public relations
organisation must also main-
tain its close contacts with
the mnational and interna-
tional organisations in re-
gard to all significant trends
emerging within the Move-
ment.

Cooperative Training and Educa-
tion and Role of the National
Cooperative Union of India
Education and Training
in Cooperation, both in its
philosophy and commercial

activities, is fundamental, if
cooperation has to grow as
a healthy movement to cons-
titute the foundation of eco-
nomic democracy. The Vai-
kunth Mehta Natiohal Insti-
tute of Cooperative Manage-
ment, Poona. must play a
key role in the academic and
functional discharge of this
programme. The NCUI must
provide the impact of non-
official feadership to this as-
pect of the work. The inter-
mediate level training cen-
tres could act as an agency
of the Poona instituie and
contribute to the functional
and academic aspects of the
programme down the line,
just as the State Cooperative
Unions will provide the non -
official counterpart support.
Within such a framework
the Cooperative Movement
should aim at the eventual
creation of a group level .
training centre in every dis-
trict which can be serviced
by the higher institutions,
and which, in turn can pro-
vide training and =ducation
under two heads namely :

(i) Institutional for sus-
tained training over periods
to the Managers and Secre-
taries of cooperatives socie-
ties and leading office -bear-
ers especially the Presidents
of the functional or service
cooperative at the village
and near levels.

(ii) Education of members,
general office-bearers, youth
and women in the philosophy
and concept of cooperation.

The first head of activities
is essentially to be conduct-
ed at the group level train-
ing centres. The second head
of activities should be looked
after peripatetically coincid-
ing with the dates of the
general body meetings of
cooperative institutions in
which the maximom partici-
pation of members and oth-
ers could be specially en-
sured. This education pro-
gramme must include a
broad and popular exposi-
tion of the philosophy and
objectives of cooperation
and the manner in which
members and the general
public ensure a vigilant sup-
port to healthy growth in
cooperation and a strong
enough deterrent to malfunc-
tioning in cooperative insti-
futions. Special occasions
like Cooperative Week sho-
uld also offer a very good
occasion specially at the
block and district ,level for
the dissemination of the
ideas of cooperation relat-
ing to higher levels of the
present and potential lead-
ership.

Until such time as group
level training' centres come
up in districts, the existing
training centres may be uti-
lised to the fullest extent
possible. For the business
aspect of training and edu-
cation, closer participation
offunctional cooperative or-
ganisations at the district
and state level would be im-
perative.

It is necessary that in the
programme for education in
cooperation, fullest support
and cooperation should be
secured from the Panchayati
Raj institutions.

(To be continu&d)
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A Movement

From long and close as-
sociation with the Coopera-
tive Movement, I know that
it is the Movement which
benefits people most, said
Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam. Actg.
G.A., Jaffna, speaking at
the Cooperative Day cele-
brations organised by the
Jaffna MPCS Union. The
celebrations were held at
Nallur Training Callege.
He emphasised that the Co-
operative Movement is the
key to economic and social
development as it is based
on participatory democracy.
Only if cooperatives function
well can the consumer get
the goods he wants at rea-
sonable prices. Since agri-
cultural development is be-
ing carried out through co-
operatives, he said, it is es-
sential that they function
efficiently. He concluded by
-saying that on occasions
like this it is fitting to renew
our faith in Cooperation.

Handmaid of the State

Mr. A. J. Raja Thuraisin-
gham, President, Jaffna MP
CS Union, said the Coop-
erative Movement is an in=
ternational one with a mem-
bership running to millions,
and undertook diverse acti-
vities. Im countries like In-
dia, the Movement had been
recognised and given a dis-
tinct place in the national

Which Benefits People Most

plan. In Ceylon though the
Movement was over half a
century old, unfortunately
it yet remained a mere hand-
maid of the State. Urging
the Government to considers
the implementation of the
Laidlaw Report, Mr. Raja
Thuraisingham said coop-
erators expected the Govern-
ment to give the Coopera-

" tive Movement its due place.

Referring to the unemploy~
ment problem, he said it
couid be solved if the Move-

ment launched inte the
sphere of production.
Mr. K. Nesiah stressed

that Cooperation which had
been described as the great

idea of the 21st century, is
truly a People’s Movement.
Gandhi had truly said that
20 men sitting at the centre
cannot work democracy.
What he envisaged was par-
ticipatory democracy : Co-
operation was essentially
that.Gandhidreamt of a sar-
vodaya community: it isenly
throughCooperation,Mr. Ne-
siah said, this ideal could be
attained. Referring to the
Laidlaw Report, he said
there should be a separate
Minister for Cooperation.
He suggested the setting up
of a Regional Consumers
Union which could formulate
and implement a district
ecohomic plan, and one big

socicty for the town, with
branches wherever ~neces-
sary. Stressing that the fu-
ture is in our hands, he said
that as a people we must not
depend on favours or cons-
cessions.

Mr. V. Canagasabai, AC

CD said it was unfortunate

that not all our societies are
perfect. This was chiefly due
to lack of unity among Com-
mittee members. On this day,
he said, we should examine
our conscience and resolve
to get rid of our defects. He
suggested that for the sake
of economic viability there
should be big socicties on
the branch pattern,

Mr. V. Sangaralingam,
Regional Director of Educa-
tion, said that man is essen=-
tially a socialbeing: he can-
not live in isolation. That

is why Cooperation is so ne- .

cessary for the progress of
mankind. Hounesty is essen»
tial for the svcecess of the
Movement, he stressed. He
urged members to take an
active interest in their socie-
ties. Cooperation, he said
was not merely buying and
selling goods, but essentially
co pmunity upliftment.

Winners of the elocution
and music contests conduet-
ed in connection with Inter-
national Cooperative Day,
were featured in the pro-
gramme.

R S TS

(Continued from our last issue)

As far as the youth are
concerned, top-dogs and
under-dogs have then devel-
oped significant channels of
communication withone an-
other, and it is between the
older generation of these
two class2s that there is still
an iron curtain. Could not
some of the camaraderie
among the youth be chan-
nelled into social action as
also allowed to permeate
into the older generation so
that the latter see the need
for more flexibility in the
institutions they would like
to preserve through which
social change of a larger
pace could be effected ?

Again this becomes the
task of the teacher who thus

 becomes a two-way channel,
on the one hand, gettingthe
parent interested in main-
tenance of the student’s in-
dividuality, and on the
other, helping in the per-
meation of part of the feel-
ing of oneness of the youth
to the older generation.
These two tasks have to be
performed by the teacher for
the maintenance and furth-
erance of National Integra-
tion conceived to permit or=
derly, peaceful and rapid
enough change.

~ Rigid Barriers

For this permeation to re-
sult, ay a counterpart to stu-

Potential ;f_

Youth for National Infegration

dents’ movements and uni-
ons, there should be parents’
associations also. The idea
is no doubt difficult of im-
plementation but a beginning
has to be made of breaking
the rigid barriers within the
older generations, between
the top-dogs ' and under-
dogs. As far as fellow-feel-
ing is concerned, the pace
setters are the youth, and
the older generation are to
be the learners, this learn-
ing process becoming the
more spectacular if the par-
ents’ associations have op-
portunity to watch at first
hand their wards engaging
themselves in purposeful so-
cial activity.

It is in this connection that
the suggestion of a National
Service Corps for students,
of which one hears now and
then is very relevant, though
to be complete, associating
parents with the mass activ-
ity of students should be
provided for, Instead of
making grandiose plans on
a macro-plane, would it not
be fruitful that the creative
student activities are direct-
ed to their particular locali-
ties? The Panchayati Raj
Institutions, whatever their
limitations, have been start-
ed as units of local self-gov-
ernment, and there does not
seem to be any reason why
student activities should not
be plannzd, with participa-

Phone : 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisit:s and
Building materials.
Agents for : Messrs.Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon

Nutritiopal Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation. .

T'gram : “Yarlunion”’
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tion of parents also, to make
these institutions tools of
effective redressal to the
weaker sections of the vil-
lage panchayat areas.

In any case the time has
come when education ean
ro longer be confined to
training of the student for a
career, which of course it
must be in a more purpose-
ful way as indicated above,
but it should also be direct-
ed for social action consti-
tuting a seminal lesson to
the older generation.

The late Dr.Zakir Hussain
once said that ““education is
a prime instrument of na-
tional purpose’ and that the.
“*Quality of its education is
inescapably involved in the
equality of the nation”. To-
day education is not an ins-
trument of national purpose
and for its becoming so, the
primary responsibility is on
the teachers who have to be
a two-way communication
channel between the old and
young generations, for pre-
gerving what is best in the
existing institutions, and for

imparting flexibility to them

for social change. But where,
alas, are the teachers?
— Voluntary Aciion

Goods From Unions

(Continued from page 1)

to distributing goods pro-
duced by others but should
themselves enter the sphere
of production. He uiged
to give full
support to the Coopera-
tive Bank, the backbone of
the Movement.

Mr. T. Kandaswamy, AC
CD stressed that affiliated
socicties should strive to im-
prove the quality of their
services, He advised them
to purchase all their require-
ments from the Union,

For the WELFARE OF YOUR FAMILY

& - e
For the DEVELOPMENT OF ° YOUR COUNTRY
SAVE in your BANK......

THE JAFFNA COOPERATIVE
PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.
SAVINGS DEPOSITS i—

Interest at the rate of 4}% is allowed from 1-2-70.
Arrangemeuts can be made to withdraw funds from
this Account daily.
FIXED DEPOSITS
From 9-2-1970 on New Dgzposits the following rate of
interest will be payable :—
(1) On deposits for 12 months 43%7,
(2) On deposits for 5 years and over 547%.
(3) On deposits for 10 years and over 617.
RECURRING DEPOSITS :—Rate of Interest 67%.
Under this Scheme Deposits are received for 60 months,
81 months and 120 months. The minimum deposit will be
Rs.1/- per month which after the end of 60 months will
earn Rs.70/-; after the end of 81 months, will earn Rs.100/-
and after the end or 120 months, willearn Rs. 163/-
10 Years' Savings Certificates —67.
Societies Security Deposits—437,. _
PAWN BROKING—Pawn Broking is done at all our
Branches. Repayment by instalments is allowed.

BRANCHES:
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam
Pt. Pedro (Nelliady)—~Chavakachcheri-—
Chankanai—Kayts—Vali-East (Averangal)
HEAD OFFICE:
59, MAIN STREET—JAFFNA,

JAFFNA M.P.C.S. UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperalive Establishment in the North
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groce ries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT
Address :
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

RetailShop at :
15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
Jaffna District
@o-operuline Heavbour Services

Union Lid.
25, Front Street, JAFFNA.
® STEVEDORES AGENTS
® LANDING CONTRACTORS
@ FORWARDING AGENTS

TeLerPHONE No, 590

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd.

Kalliyankada, Batticaloa & Karaitiva
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SALES o} SERVICE 0 SPARES
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken
T’phone :—257, Batticaloa

T’gram :—*‘Service”’ T'phone :—10, Nintavur

Printed at Coop. Printing & Pablishing Socy, Ltd., Main Street,
Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Cooperative Federas
tion L¢d., No, 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffna, 15-7-1970
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