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will also have to be raised. The
rates for minimum advetisement
is Rs. 50 with effect from 1-1-81.

in Sri Lanka, re-introducing in
a manoer that was in vogue earlier.
Trial has been given already to
the system of having Sinhala and
Tamil as media of studies and
the country has bhad sufficient ex-
perience of the results. It would
be #ow reasonable, faiy and prac-
~ #ical, to give the pepple and the
student population the alternative
benefit of baving af their option
in the future, the opportunity of
utilisig any of the three languages,
Sinhala, Tamil or English as the
medium of Instruction. Nothing
ts loSt by giving such an option,
It cannot be denied that there is

Christian Unity Week

The theme suggested by the
Commission on Faith and Order
of thee WCC for the observance
of Christian Unity Week is:-
Ons  spirit — Many - Gifts — one
Body.

The National Christian Council
of Sri Lanka has suggested the
following ways in which the ob-
can  be made

servance mOre 5 feeling that English could be
effective :- restored as ¢ medium of instruction.
a) Joint Unpited Services con-

It is harmless if People are given
the option, without making any
barticular medlum as such com.
pulsory for the entire scheme of
studies in {he curriculum, Tt is
best as far aspossible to avoid
any element of compulsion in most

sisting of NCC Churches, and
Roman Catholic Churches be
organised in as many areas
Bs possible.

Joint Prayer Meetings of SCM,
YMCA and UMCA units in
Schools and Colleges,

b)

matters  at this - stage of our
bt e . national evolwtion. This arrange-
~ meeting jo Colombo , | 4 :
: v 2 time at least till the
ervices of NCC and Jor some 2
{mean %athoiic Chitin! next Parliamentary General Elec-
om tion. Such a procedure will be in
Sri Lanka keeping with the ¢deals of De-
ri n

mocracy, and the real gnd per-
manent needs of the people and
their welfare in the Sullest manner,

It may be mentioned. when
considering the use of languages,
that English is very useful not
only for Scientific, Commercial
Medical, Indusirial  and other
material purposes, but it is glso
of equally of great benefit for
religious and culiural purposes
and to facilitate [nternational
contacts in every divection which
is an indispensable requisite of
contemporary human existence.

The Medical Frontier

The number of UN volunteer
doctors from the Phillipines, India
and Burma currently serving in
the Island is 130.

Fifteen more Burmese Doctors
are due to arrive next month,
They are general practitioners who,
after a 15-day Orientation Course,
will be posted to rural periphral
nnits.

The Deputy Director of Health,
Dr. Malinga Fernando and a UNDP
team are now in Manila inter-
viewing doctors in the Phillipines,
These doctors will also be trained
in sterilisation technigues.

It is further submitted
English culd well be
of the official language of the
country in a supplementary and
complementary manner with many
banefical resulls to the individual,
to the national and fo the entire

that
made one

The Medical Faculties

The Government has naw.in- Worli community. - Sush: ‘dul
creased the intake of medical 4 .00 o0g 5 ile ke sy
students from 250 fo 400 a year ..p; 4, course of individual,

after the setting up of the Medical
Faculties Jaffna and Galle
(Ruhuna).

While, according to certain re-
ports, the country will face an ex-
cess of doctors in 1985 when the
four medical faculties would have
produced 1650 doctors, (the pre-
gent shortage of doctors is #00),
the Ministry of Plan Implement-
ation has requested the University
Grants Commission to make pro-
vision for 600 medical students
to be admitted every year.

national and World welfare to
promote which, we as individuals,
and as a country, are wmorally
agnd otherwise obliged.

S. Sivasubramaniam

in

Meanwhile, a section of the
University Staff and the Students,
Welfare Society is opposed to the
setting-up of the Private Medical
College because of its admissions re-
quirements and high fees charged—
a set-up which they say would
benefit only the upper strata of
society, The fee for the Private
Medical College is Its. 67,500 for
the five year course, if paid in full
at the commencement of the course.

The Physician—to— population
Ratlo in Sri Lianka is 1 te 5000;
In India the Ratio is 2.2 to 100,000
while in USA itis 1 to every 300.

AT REST

Mr. Lawrence Si;ma.ffmmby. a
teacher for many vears at Jaffpa
College and a Head Master under
the Mission, passed away on
Monday 15-12-80 at his residence
at Uduvil,

Mr. Sinnathamby belongs to
the Bicknell Era. Hae was a
trained teacher apd associated
himself actively in sports activities,

His eldest son is now the
Manager of the Jatfna College
Technical Institute Farm at
Maruthanamadam,

Mrs. Pushpam Rajendra, wife of
the late Mr. P. E, Rajendra,
Education Officer (Sports), passed
away in the States on 18-12-80.
Pushpam is the daughter of the
late Mr. Kanmapathippillai who was
for many years connected with
the Uduvil ‘Girls' College ag
Suapervisor of Works. Her ashes
were interred on 27-12-80 at the
R C. burial grounds, Jaffna.

My, D. J, Thambapillai (81), for-
mer Vice Principal of Kepay
Christian College passed away on
13-12-80. Rev. Sarvananthan offi-
ciated at the

-12.80, The remain were interred
at the St. John's Burial Groﬁnds-

Mr, Thambapillai, as &
teacher and Vice-Principal, was
respected for his self-effacing life
and work in the service of the
community,

—_—

The Ceylon Bible Society

Rev. Celestine Fernando, General
Secretary of the Ceylon Bible
Society, retires at the end of this
year after 21 years of Association
with the Society.

He will, however, continue to
serve in -an honorary capacity asg
Research Consultant of the Society.

Rev. Basi] Rajasingam, former
Fresident of the Methodist Con-
ference succeeds Rev, Celestine
Fernando as Secretary,

In writing up the history of
the Bible Society and in numerous
other ventures, we know ths Sg-
ciety leans heavily on the Rev.
Celestine Fernando, for guidance
enrichment and inspiration,

The Morning Star is specially
grateful to him for his words of

‘ appreciation ' and encouragement

which be has expressed from time -

to time, both through The Ceylon
Churehman and through his per-
sonal letters, of cur work as a
Christian Weekly. His recent letter
to us dated 142th December'
1980,

is

Funeral Service.on

IN MEMORIAM

IN EverroviNg MEMORY
OF

it AT S s

2

Kanagam Subramaniam
Called Home Bth Jan, 1979
Yavowap cefald uays@

qmar Qoerd P sossaid
ashoan® "

Affectionately remembered by hef
Joved ones in Sri-Lanka & abroad,

Kapagamanais
Chavalkacheri,

IN MEMORIAM
L -rg,- : »,--u;gfpa- -F,fiﬁlﬁ%

In LoviNg MEMORY

OF
Rosammah John
Born; 24-8-1392

Departed to Glory : 29-12-1978

Deep in our hearts you
will aglways stay
Loved and remembered

everyday

By all her loved ones.

:
!

Love Lane,

Udavil.

University Admissions

Admissions to the Traditional
Universities of Sri Lanka, basgd
on the A. L, Examination results
of April 1979, are likely to bs
delayed till February 198L

There were three cases fiied
in the Supreme, Court, challenging
the validity of the Scheme clrl
admissions adopted by the Uni.
versity Grants Commission. The
courts have held against the UGC
in the ease relating to the ratio
as between the April and August
candidates.

the other two cases, the Court®
lll:vs held with the U G.C. In
the last ‘case the Patitioner hnal
been allowed to appeal und‘ unti
that verdict is given, all admissions
will be put by.

Admissions will eventually be
made on a single intergrated list
with the April and August Exa-
minations beipg ' considered @
single entity,
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EDITORIAL

Kalawana
" Democracy — the way we practise 1 — while being the best
form of government is glso @ diffieult form of government .

This truism embodied in the New Year Message of our Prime

Minister, coming in the wake of the Kalawana impasse, bears a tinge

of irony.

For, from whatever angle we look at the problem, HKalawana
does appear to the ''naked eye' (by which we mean thle eye of the
average citizen of this country] as a political "l‘.Ol‘l’th""WIth its fiery
‘tail’ protruding into areas which have been the traditional preserve
of democracy in this country,

We are happy, however, that the government has :_mt made an
attempt to escape from the problem or conceal its ramifications.

The frank statements made by the President and the Prime
Minister, indicate their awareness of the responsibility that now res'ts
on the Parliament to resolve the 'conflict’ in a manner which wx'll
in no way prejudice the imsge of Sri Lanka as a Free Democratic

Socialist Republic, in Asia.

The government position, as we see it, is that in nomlna?iug 2
person .on 18-1-79 for a vacant seat (rendered void by the continuous
absence of the UNP incumbent) the United National Party was only
e:‘wrc‘ising a right it bad, under the Constitution,

.As the member nominated, was the same person who caused the
vacancy by his absence, & ruling from the Speaker was pecessary.
The Speaker, after ascertaining the facts relating to his continued
absence, gave a ruling in favour of the member.

Independently of this sequence of events, the Supreme Court was
hearing an election petition agdinst this same member. The sequel was
that the Court upheld the petition and deelared the Kalawana Seat
to be void.

But the Speaker's ruling related to a point of time much earlier
than the Supreme Court decision, although by a gnirk of misfortune. it
was the same member who was enmeshed in this tangled political
situation. e '

Both the Supreme Court and the Speaker in Parliament had
acted correctly in their domains. The government, under these gir-
cumstances thought it prudent to bring in & Third Amendment 2

_the Constitution which would resolve this ‘condlict’.

The Civil Rights Movement objected to such an amendment on
the ground that the nomipation on 18-1.79 was made, pending the
result of an election petition in the Supreme Court against the member.
When the result is made known and Kalgwans is declared void, it
means that the United National Party ceases to be represented at
Kalawana, and the party becomes ineligible to nominate a member.

This is the story of Kalawana —a curious amalgam of legal
constitutional and ethical issues—which the government has all of a
sudden been confronted with.

"Ugly facts', it has been said "' agre clways & challenge to
beautify them”. In our present political context, when the country is

‘getting spruced up to celebrate a great political event in our annals

— the Golden Jubilee of Adult Franchise —It. is incumbent on us
not to allow even a semblance of ‘ugliness’ to dot our political
landscape, There can be little doubt that though no blame can be
pinned on any one, there is a measure of ugliness in the episode.

A consistent policy of keeping the Supreme Court profile higﬁ.
is one way by which ‘ugly’ developments of this nature could have
‘been contained,

The recent decision of the government to put aside all University
Admissions sine die till the last University case is disposed of, was
a bhard decision to take but a commendable one. We wish that the
policy had covered all state matters that were pending a court ruling.

Above all, in our view, amendments and referendums in a democratic

set up should be more the exception than the rule, in the political
life of the nation.

“There is great substance in the comment of g US political
critic that the proliferation of referendums and amendments will only
reflect the belief that when representatives do make policy, they
do it badly.

I ¥
IN BRIER Schools to be set up in the

country at a cost of 1.2 million
Rupees,

O A Lock-Out Vietims Fund
to help all who are suffering
by bhaving lost their jobs as a ©
result of the strikes has been

The Role of Youih in Chureh
and Mission will be the theme

opened at  CWF office, 39, of an International Consultation
Bristol Street, Colombo 1, to be held by the Lutheran
World Federation (LWE) in

Q Matale District will have the 1981 ia West

{ : Germany, No
first of the 16 massive Technical

exact date bas been decided,

Electrification of 155 miles
of Rail Track

The C eylon Government
Railway has signed yesterday a
contract for consulting on engi-
peering services with The Pacific
Consultant International, a Jap-
anese firm.

The Report will be ready in
six months and the fes will be
Rs. 3.5 million in forelgn currency
and Rs. 703,890 in local currency.

The electrification of the
Colombo suburban railway is ex-
pected to cost between Rs. 400
and Rs. 500 m'illion,

The area to be electrified
will be Colombo Fort to Polgawela:
Fort to Panadura, Ragama (o
Negombo and two miles on the
approach road to Katunayake,

Well Paid Employees of
Sri Lanka

Hotels and Banks are the
most remunerative fields of em-
ployment in the country and
employees in these fields also en-
joy the most fringe benefits.

One indication of this fact
is that dealers in motor cycles
( Yamaha, Honda, Suzuki) have
made the MWighest sales to Bank
employees and hotel staff.

According to anm article in
Tribune (13-12-80), a peon in a
bank now gets Rs. 1000 a month
with his normal overtime and any
employee at Oberoi or Hotel
Continental (including waiters
and room boys) could earn up ta
Rs. 1700 a month clusive of
tips).

A knowledge of English is
not insisted on, by the state banks
but spoken .English is a pré-
condition of employment in any
hotel. -

Sri Lanka’s First Private
Medical College

. The Norih Colombe Medical
College iz scheduled to commence
in October 1981 with 100 students
selected on merit on the resulis
of the AL Examinpation,

The gualifications for applying
for admission to the College are
the same as for the State Medical
Faculties,

But students for the Private
Medical College will have to face
an Interview.

A Fees of Rs. 67,500 will be
charged for the full course of five
years if the students opt to pay
the whole amount on admission,

Other schemes which allow
monthly payments of Rs, 500 or
Rs, 1000/- will entail a total cost
of Rs. 95,000 and Rs. 85,000 res-
pectively with a refundable deposit
of Rs. 5000.

The M. B. B. 3. Degree will
be awarded to students, om the
successful completion of their
course, by the Colombo, Peredeniya
or Jaffoa Medical Faculties.

For the Record
Why Parliament is meeting
on 6-1-81

(Prime Minister's Statement)

I will answer four questions.
Did the courts act legally when
hearing the Kalawana election
petition. My answer is 'yes'. Did
the President act legally ? 1 say

L}
yes ',

IDid the Commissioner of
Elections act independently ? I say
'yes’. Did the Speaker act consti-
tutionally ? 1 say 'yes’,

The 1977 elections were held
under the 1972 Constitution of
the SLFP,

The Kalawana Election Psti-
tion was heard under the old
election law. The constitution
was changed but the old election
laws remained.

Before the courts gave the
judgement, a vacancy oceured in
the House and this was flled
under the new constitution under
the Election Law which is in
operation. The New Election Laws
have not come into operation yet.

The Commissioner of Elections
and othérs followed the procedurs
vnder: the new comstitution to fll
the vacancy.

Under the provisions of the
Parliamentry Elections Order in
Council, the petition is heard in
the courts. Under Section 82, the

courts have to rule en corrupt
practices,

The Election Judge then sends
g gesti to the President on
the ruling.

Under the Election Law, all
have acted properly.

How did the Speaker act
constitutionally ? He can look only -
at the constitution, not at the
Election Law. 5

Under the constitution, tha
Spgaker ‘gave the ruling that the
Member for Kalawana's appoint-
ment stood,

The member for Kalawana
met with a serious accident and
could not get leave of Parliament,

There is a confliet and we
want. to resolve that conflict.
That is why we are meeting on
January 6.

Sun 24-12-80

Bible House in Bangladesh

The population of Bangladesh
is some 82 million, Muslim Con-
titute 85 per cent of the populatien,
Christians are fewer than one per
cent. i

The New Bible of the
Bangladesh  Bible Society_ was
dedicated at Dacca early this year.
The common language New
Testament in Bangali was published
in 1978 and translation of the
Old Testament is under way.
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