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Special Christmas
Programme

Three events in the Diocese
worth noting during the recent
festive season are the special
Christmas programmes at Aili-
nochchi, Cheddikulam and Nai-
nativu.,

At Kilinochchi the members
~ of the C.S.I. Congregation orga-
nised a special Christmas pro-
gramme on Saturday the 20th
December at 5-00 p. m, The Town
Hall was overflowing with a ga-
thering of more than 500 people.
The event began with the traditional
drum and nageswaram music fol-
lowed by the Carol Serviece and
special Christmas items by the
children which inecluded dances,
songs and short plays. At the
Christmas Tree which followed
Dr, (Mrs) D. J. Ambalavanar
gave away the prizes. This being
the first such Christmas programme
organised by the C.S.I. congre-
gation at Kilinochchi, it wasa
most inspiring and encouraging
event. The msssage on the occasion
was given by the Bishop the Rt.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar.

At Cheddikulam another new

Christmas Communion Service
was held at the home of one of
the members of the Parish on
Wednesday the Z24th December.
The Celebrant and preacher was
the Rev. S. Jeyanesan, B. D,
Presbyter in charge of the Kili-
nochehi Church.

Monday the 5th of January
1951 was a special day for the
children of the Nainaiive Sunday
Scheol. The anoual Christmas
Tree and other Christmas exercises
took place on that day. A large
number of youths and adults from
the Pandateruppu, Karainagar,
Delit & Puangudutive Churches
were also present. There wag a
gathering of mare than 150 people,
The young people of Karainagar
and Pandateruppu gave special
items like dances and plays en the
Christmas theme. The Nainativo
children themselves gave some
special items. Mr. S. Selvadurai,
retired teacher from Pandateruppu
presided over the Christmas pro-
gramme. The Rev. T.S. Prema-
rajah, B.D. Presbyter ofithe Ka-
rainagar Church and the Rt. Rev.
D. ]J. Ambalavanar gave brief
messages. 1The events began at
10-00 a. m. finished after fellowship
lupeh at 2-00 p.m.

Mills Memorial Fund

Dr. B. Amirtham Mills F.R.
C.0.G., presently of Australia,
who was on a visift to Jafina re-
cently has initiated a Mills Me-
morial Fund to bz a FPermanent
Fund for the Manipay Church
with a gift of a sum of Rs. 5000/-.
It is hoped that other members
of the family will be adding to
this Fund,

Prime Minister's Visit
to the North

The Five-day programme of
the Prime Minister in the North
from January 29 to February 2,
on his official visit will commence
with the District Co-ordinating
Committee Meeting at the Jaffna
Secretariat on 29-1-81 over which
he will preside.

Among the higlights of his
itinerary will be the opening of
the Araly Bridge along the Jaffna
— Karainagar road, the Araly
South Water Supply Scheme and
the Manipay Library,

He will also declare open &
Dairy Complex at Tinnevely, a
mechanised wood - working Project
at Atchuvely, the Fisheries Harbour
at Myliddy and a. Rest Centre
(totb) set up at Keerimalai,

Visits to several Housing
Schemes in the peninsula are also
on the card, the most important
of which is -the Rajgkiramam
Model Village at Udupiddy.

On 30-1-81 heis scheduled to
address a public meeting at Tel-
lippalal in the evening.

Great B ritain

Home Minister on R‘gcinm
e > LY B

“In some parts of the country,
physical
ethnic minorities and their premises
are increasing. The attacks range
from nasty hooliganism to extreme
viciousness and there are increasing
reports of fascist-type organisations,
stimulating Intimidation and seek.
ing to infiltrate their views into
schools .

So said the British Home
Minister, Timothy Raison in a
speech condemning racial prejudice.

“Those who are lawfully settled
here 7, he added, '‘have every
right to live in peace without
fear of violence ",

Emigration Rate reaches new peak

The number of people emi-
grating from Britain because of
severe economic recession r1ose
from 21,400 in 1979 to 209,000
in 1980. There is a sharp rise of
people emigrating to Common-
wealth countries and a decrease
in emigrants to US and the Middle
East. Un-employment in Britain
rose to 9.3 per cent last year,

Saudi Aid for Two Projects

Finance Minister, DMr.
Ronnie de Mel has entered into
two agreements with the Saudl
Fund for Development .providing
for a loan of 66,600,000 Saudi
Riyals for the Electricity, Power
and Transmission Projects and
99,900,000 Riyals for the Water
Supply and Sewerage Projects,

These loans are repayable in
20 years inclusive of a grace period
of five years, The loans earry the
interest rate of 2 per cent per
aonum,

The

attacks on members of

Methodist Church

Rev. D. N. Muttaiah
An Appreciation

The Late Rev, D. N. Muttaiah
possesged an abundance of virtues
that the presant generation and
the rising generation needs to cunl-
tivate. As Minister of the Metha-
dist Church for 58 years of which
43 were active, he had an un-
paralled ministry, He sprang from
& noble family in Kaddaively,
where his mother was held in high
esteem and her influence was
decisive during his formative Vears.
He was educated at Hartley College
and Jaffna Central College from
where he passed ths Senior
Cambridge. He was a teacher at
Hartley College before he entered
the United Theological College,
Bangalore. - !

He is compared to John
Wesley and Dr. D, T, Niles because
like them he wasan indefatigable
worker who moved far and wide,
He basa unique record in having
served in all the distriets swhere
Tamil Methodism is found. Rev.
D.T. Niles and Rev. D. N. Mu-
ttiah alone of the Methodist
Ministers, have the privilege of
claiming that a son in each case
entered the ministry in their

@?ﬁ_f‘-ns-. PPREERR

"~ Rev. Muttaiah had outstanding
marks that singled him out as a -

-rarity. His impeccable manners,
saratorial elegance and his semse
of time were conspicous categories
of a way of life that he led.
His punctuality at meetings and
services was remarkable. House
visitation and open air meetings
became important means ef meet-
ing the people at the grass-
roots. Basic to all these were his
fundamental qualities = of faith,
steadfastness, certainty, discipline
and humility = gualities which
were all transparent. He under-
stood faith as an act of obedience
and so never fought for his rights.

Rev. Muttaiah had an ennobling
ministry in Trincomalee, where
he worked for seven years. He
founded the Methodist Girls' High
School in 1946 with the aid of
his daughter and built it up child
by child., He used to often say
“1 am an unprofitable servant,
I bave done only that which is
my duty.” I will close with the
words, ' Well done, theu good
and faithful servant.' The Signal
word for the younger generation
from his life is, faithful

W.N. S. Samuel

IN BRIEF

O @ Toll on Vehicles entering
Colombe City municipal limits
will commence from 1.2.81 —
one rupee for a motor car, 50
cts. for a motor bicyele, 3 rupees
for a van or bus and 5 rupees

for a Lorry, The Mayor intends -

collecting 20 million rupees by
this toll. The toll will be col-
lected when the wvehicles leave
the city.

Wanted

Technical Officer and 1ns-
tructor for Varani Mission Multi-
Purpose Farm. Qualifications in
Poultry Science essential,

Salary negotiable according
to qualifications and experience,

Apply before 31-1-1981 to:—

']_l'he manager,
Varani Mission Farm,
Varani.

AT REST

Mr. P. W. J. Muttiah, The death
occurred on 2-1-81 at Kaddudai,
Manipay of Mr. P. W. J. Muttiah
(77), a retired teacher at Jaffna
College whose service to the
institution spanned & period of
well nigh four decades.

The funeral service at his
residence was held at Kaddudal
on Tuesday 6-1-8]1 and the remains
were interred at the Manpipay
Church burial grounds.

His brother-in-Law, Mr. E. K.
Mathiaparanam, also of Jaffpa
College, predeceased him last year,

Miss Nallammah Ambalavanar
(Nallammah Acca) of-
_Girls' College, Senior M
the School, who had made the
School her home since her early
days, passed away at the Inuvil
Hospital on 6-1 8. The Funeral
Service was held at Uduvil Glrls’
College on 7-1 81 at 8 a, m, and
the remains were interred at the
Uduvil Chureh burial grounds.

Heart Specialist in
Sri Lanka

Currently on & visit to Sri
Lanka is Dr. T. A, Don Michael
an expatriate Sri Lankan Heart
Specialist, whe is now Medical
Director of the Sri Lanka Over-
seas Foundation (SLOF).

Dr. Michael led = team of
Ph.ysicia.ns and Surgeons in 1975
and performed open heart surgery
suceessfully at the General Hospital,
Colombo along with our own
cardiclogy group. .

In his opinion the inctd'ent:'a
of heart disease in Sri Lanka is
extremely high and affects Appa’
rently healthy adults in the n_mst
productive phases of their lives
— the thirties to the ‘fifties.

High consumption of coconut
and a harsh form of tobacco, he
says may be contributory factors,

Dr. Michael was happy about
the establishment of the Priv;ta
Medical -College nnder the directu{u
of Dr., Dennis Aloysius who is
pioneering this effort,

He alse said that he was
willing to briog another t‘enm tl:.l
perform beart surgery in Sri
Lanka when Dr, S. A. Stqﬁ}umf,
the Thoracic Surgeon deems it
appropriate.

Uduvil
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EDITORIAL
Echoes from Madurai

Tichoes of the Fifth International Conferesnce of Tn:{:xé Rescmt‘;h
held in Madurai early this month grate on our spirit as do e
memories of events on the climactic day of this Conference held in

Jaffna in January 1974,

The statement made by our Leader of the. Op]:'iositinu,' Mr. A.
Amirthalingam, at the Madurai Conference referring 1,'? pamcu!arlw
the fight that would be fought " to the bettef' end of achle\‘rmg
the nbj'ectivo of a 'separate state’ for the Tamils, has been described

by the Madras Hindu as ' ominous ",

The Indian Journal also sees the Opposition Leader's stand now
to be " intriguing ™ in the light of statements he i:.lad made recently
that it was meaningless to adopt a hostile a.ltt:tude towards the
present government which he thought was more disposed to view th?
Tamil problem in its true perspective, than its predecessor. the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party.

It is good to clear the air at this stage of some misgivings.
The ICTA Conference at Madurai was held almost in the wake of
the 1980 Budget Debate in Parliament in Sri Lanka.

The main thrust of Mr, Amirthalingam's Speech, as Leader of
the Opposition, during the Budget Debate was his contention Lha.lt.
by and large, the promises of the U, N. P. government to the Tamil

_people remain still * on paper”.

This fact has pot so far been disputed. Manifestos are no
substitute for action. Politically, the Tamils in Sri Lanka are where
they left off (or were left off) in August 1977. Even the Report of
the Sansomi Commission on the August Disturbances has, we beleive,
not yet been released to the public,

In such a backdrop. we wonder if itis fair for anyone to blame
the Leader of the Opposition for his frapk submissiens, onspla.tform
which he knows, will not come his way again for some time, and

to a pathering which has to be made sensitive to what is going onm,

in this part of the country, often the target of a distorted focus.

But, very little purpose, however, would be served by any pre-
occupation with what Charles Marney, an Ethicist of ecumenical
orientation, has termed " the Utopianism of radical politics ™.

Such ® utopianism * can hardly be a practical approach, in the
context of the sacio - economic complexion of many of our problexns
which sre hydra-headed and which do not lend themselves to "ény
single line of political action.

Radical pelitics without relevance to 'power structures’ which are
at the root of the socio-economic e.mp_tions in our country, can mean
little today in the political life of the nation.

We see indications which call for extreme caution in the public
utterences of public men especially in the light of the recent spate
of gang robbery in the North which according to some investigations
does not appear as an uprising against authority but according to
other sources does seem asa resuscitation of ‘terrorism in the North’
in its old form (as understood by the state).

Utopianism of a different mould was, we note, exhibited at the
Madurai Conference by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nad, Sri Lanka
born, M. G. Ramachandran.

' A reasopable struggle ', within the confines of langnage and
culture in cosy isolation from political boundaries also seems to us
as Utopian in its concept as the radical politics divorced from a
clear picture of its socio-economic realities, :

It is not a surprise to us that the Chief Minister of Tamil Nad
has been invited to visit Srl Lanka in May thls year to preside over
a Cultural Pageantin Colombo in aid of the Cultural Triangle Fund

This Fund (an estimated 519 million Rupees) is to be divided
among the Jetamanaramaya Monastery, the Abhayagiriva Monastery,

the Alghana Privena, the Sigiriya Water Gardens and the Colombo
Cultural Complex,

We do hope Chief Minister's visit will remind him of an ancient
cnlture that exists in this island side by side with the culture that
will be displayed at the pageant over which he is expected to presides.

He will also we are sure see .in this country the groundwork
being laid in air development councils, for a national structure in
which npational structure in which Tamil vationalists and Siohala
nationalists ‘can live in amity both proud of thelr

! : civilisations, yet
own allegiance to their mother country — Sri Lanka,

IN BRIEF ®
S, D Q A  Compensation Tribunal

Q=Yg men's International, Sri will soon be set up to compensate
Lanka Region is organising a

chf}rade ERon o e z'u\ﬂsu.luateiy all  wvictims oI_ the
children in three groups, in Train crash on 5-1.81 at Kuru-
collaboration with the Ceglon negalle. The hospital carried
Daily  News, The Project out 21 surgical operations on

Director is My, Lylie Goridge, the train victims,

Drastic changes must take place,

A Message to the Churches on

Ecumenical Sharing of Resources
[ Adopted by the Cenmtral Committee of the
World Council of Churches |

The study on the Ecumenical out of the institutional churches
Sharing of Resonrces in which into new kinds of Christian com-
the World Couneil of Churches munities. They often are rejected
has been enpaged over the past by the churches because they
four years leads us to state the contest the disorder in the world
following convictions. and will not conform to the tra-

ditional mould offered by the

The Scandal of the Present World Jhotehea:

The scandal of our time is For the poor and the power-
that the rich are devouring the Jess ‘there is resentment of the
poor, even as the Psalmist saldi oppressive structures in both so.
" They eat up my people asthey ciety and the churches. Thus
eat bread " (Psalm 14:4). The their ears often are stopped from
gap between the rich and the hegrins the word of the Christ
poor is widening day by da¥. who came to announce good news
Rich nations grow richer 8s POOT to the poor. Likewise, the com-
nations grow poorer. Secular _ plicity of the churches in the
analysts tell us that we are facing gcandal of the world prevents the
disaster if the present patterns rich from hearing the cry for
of exploitation by the rich nations justice which is inherent in the
apon the poor nations continue, Gospel.

By i It is this very scandal of the
they say, if humankind is to survive, present world which demands a

But the scandal is not only penitent willingness to hear the
at the level of international eco- word of God, in order to be sst
nomic relations., It is seen in an free to move in new directions
even more dangerous manifestation in the sharing of the resources
within our national communities, of the orkoumens,

In poor nations, a rich elite lives

among masses of the desparately The History of Sharing

poor. In comparatively rich nations, " The world and all that ig
pockets of the poor are voiceless in it belong to the Lord ™, _
and powerless. In both rich and (Psalm 24:1).
poor nations, minorities contro] The history of sharing was
the centre of decision. begun as God gave Himself as a

Sadly, this diserder of the PArtner to His peoples with whom
world too often has a mirror re- i@ shared both His power and
flection in the churches, from the FHis creation. He put the earth
life of our congregations to the 8nd all that isinit into the hands
highest levels of our institutions, ©f bumanki
Too, often the churches® voice ©f sharing.
only ec_hces the self—inter:s't of the But all humankind has ab.
controlling class, They failto see yged its partnership with God. We
Lazarus at their own 'doorstep. haye made oursslves Gods over
To their own condemnation, & our fellows, refusing the sharing
great gulf exists between them- to which we were invited by God.
selves and the poor. While claiming Qgr appetite for the fruit of the
to share, they hold back 1P° best earth has been contorted into a
for t_hems.e:]ves; by attemptl.ng '0  desperate greed for power and
deceive God, they but bring. a consumption. We haye initiated
curse upon themselves. our won history of exploitation

It -Is little wonder that we 8nd oppression, leading to desth
pow see those who are breaking ( To be continued )

“ Thai Pongal ” Festival
in Jaffna

Jaffna went gay on 14-1-81
when the Jaffna Municipality took were delivered by the Leader of
on itself the responsibility this the Opposition, Mr. A. Amirtha-
year of organising the great Tamil lingam, the Member of Parliament,
Festival of Thai Pongal in a Mr. V. Tharmalingam, the Muni-
fitting manner, cipal Commissioner, Mr. K. Siva-

The celebrations commenced &P8nam, -Mr. K. Sokkalingam, B.A.
with a-bullock cart race at 1p, m. 908d Miss. Thangammah Appacutty,
on the . Municipal grounds opposite A Villupaddu (Folk Song
Veerasingam Hall, The pick of interspersed with dialogue) was
the Jaffoa District’s best racing given by a troupe led by Mr. S.
bulls were on display at this Kanapathippillai.

great event. The Festival saw its climax

The public meeting commenced with the staging of the Play

at 5-30 p.m. in the Open Air ‘“e: » 3
Auditorium, Greetings were offereP Silampu” (The story of Kannaki)

by a Hindu Priest, a Muslim 2dopted from ihe great Tamil
religicus head, a Roman Catholic Classic, Silapathikaram and- di-
Priest and a Priest of the Pro- rected by Vairamuttu, the weil
testant Church. known producer of Tamil Drama

At @ Seminar which followed o Jaffna.

on the subject:;- ' The Farmer's r
Festival of Thai Pongal is also The programme breught home
the Tamil National Festival ”, t0 the people the treasures so

four laymen participated developing often forgotten of their cultaral
the theme in verse form. heritage.
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