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Church News from abroad

Visit of Nuclear Warship

Christians in New Zealand
registered a strong protest recently
over the visit to Wellington of the
U. S, Nuclear Warship 'Truxton.’

The N.C.C. General Secretary
in New Zealand wrote to the
Prime Minister saying that the
visit of “Truxton’ extends New
Zealand's unnecessary involvement
in Nuclear Weapons systems and
implicates NZ in the possibility
of Nuoelear War.

Sunday School Text Books Censored

The Government of Taiwan
has censored this year the Pres-
byterian Church’s Sunday School
text ~ books on the theme of
*! Christian Living "

The ‘pirating of books’ is
one of Taiwan's thriving industries.

 Year of the Disabled (1981)

Itis estimated that there are
more than 500 million disabled
persons in the World, the figure
increasing by 3 million a year.
Ten percent of the population of
each country soffers from one in-
capacity or another.

e

'nl.r of Disabled Persons.{

The Ceylon Transport Board

The Sri Lanka Central Trans-
port Board is saddled with an
emormous loss of over 1,100
million last year. Even with the
increase in bus fares, only 50 per
cent of the loss will be covered.

The following is a comment
by Mr. C. Loganathan on the
CTB losses :— -

*“ It is accepted beyond doubt
that a CTB bus does not reguire
more than four people to handle
it, but the actual number of per-
sons now involved in servicing a
CTB Bus is nine. Five persons,
therefore, are being paid for net
even adding value to the services
rendered to the commuter.”

Church of England

Race Relations Official
at National Level

For the first time, the Church
of England has appointed a full
time paid cfficial to look after
race relationz at the national level,

Rev. Kenneth Leech, well
known for his work in London’s
East End and among drug
adicts in Soho has been appointed
field officer to the Board of So-
cial Responsibility with the task
of developing race relations work
in England’s 43 Anpglican Dioceses,

For the past year Mr, Leech
has been field officer for the
Commupity and Race Relations
Unit of the British Council of

Churches.
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Open University in Sri Lanka

Self-Management, Technology,
Mathematics, Social Science, Phy-
sics and Chemistry will be the
six courses to be started at the
Open University from April this
VEar.

There will be one teacher fof

every 20 students, The initial
enrolment will be 300 students,
The Self - Management Course

will be for two years with Rs. 300
as the Fees. The Fees for other
courses will vary, The admission
Fee is Rs. %50,

Cheapest in South East Axia

The Colombo North Private
Medical College’s Fees of Rs.
67,500 for the entire M. B. B.S.
course is the cheapest in South
East Asia, according to Dr. Karo,
Indonesea’s Deputy Director of
Community Health.

Medial education, being ori-
ented to the country’s needs was
one reason why there was no
problem of the exodus of doctors
in Indonesea, »

Family Planning in the North

. (Miss) Siva Sionathamby,
[ At ot o LM o w5 Lo rh s

onsultant on Family FPlanning
to the Ministry of Plan Imple-

mentation has been in Jaffna to
Instruct the surgeons handling
sterilisation in the three Govern.
ment hespitals, Jaffoa, Tellippalai
and Pt. Pedro.

According to her, there is a
distinct swing among the residents
In the North in favour of family
planning,

Three A/L Examinations in 1981

The first A/L, Ezamination
will be held in April for those
following the Old Syllabus, The
other two A/L Examinations will
be in August for those following
the Interim Syllabus and the
New Syllabus. Some 250,000 will
appear for these examinations.

Students who sat the A/L
(April) Examination of 1980 will
be allowed to send their applieation
within 14 days of the rel of

VADDURGUDAL

Appointments Vacant

1. Lecturers in Electrical
Eugineering

2, Lecturers in Mechanical
Engineering

Graduates or those awaiting
results can apply, Salary scale
Rs, 850/- to 1,450/- per mensum,

The Institute pays all al
lowances usually paid by Govt.
_I)e.pts. and State
Including Professional allowances
and marriage allowances.

Second Class Honours Gra-
duates will in addition be paid
50% of their basic salary and
Graduates 20%, :

Apply to;
Director,

Jaffna College Technical
Institute,

the April 1980 results.
New Survey of Church Membership

Eighteen per cent of the
total adult population of England
are Church members. Eleven per-
cent go to Church on Sunday.

The mainstream
show = decline in membership and

attendance, while the Fentecostal

Independent  and  African - West
indies Churches show an increase.

Obituary

Nallammah Acca of
Uduvil Girls’ College

Tha death oceurred after a brief
illness Iate in the evening of the
5th of January at the McLeod
Hospital of Nallammah Acca —
Miss Ambalavanar, matron of
Uduavil Girls' College. After a
brief service at her home in San-
guvelly, the body was removed to
the College ball at 3 p.m, the
following day. From then on staff,
students, old girls and friends from
all walks of .life called ‘to pay
their respects to one who for years
and years served Uduvil so faith.
fully and conscientously. Apn all
night vigil was kept by staif,

students and old girls who took

turns to sit round and sing sacred
songs,

The funeral service was con-
ducted the following morning at
& o'clock by Rev. N. W. G.
Sugunarajah and tributes were
paid by Mrs. Somasundaram, Mrs.
Siron Rajaratpam and Mrs, Leela
(Ganeshan representing the College,
old girls Jaffna branch, and Colombo
bramch respectively, Rev. D. R
Ambalavapar in his sermon, spoke
of her fortitude and dedication she
put into her service, and very truly
and aptly teuched on Nallammah
Acca's selfless devotion giving her
best to the imstitution. Her duty
he said was to see that all was
well, while choosing to remain
behind the scenes. After the sin-
ging of a hymn by the staff and
students, the Bishop offered the
closing prayer and pronounced the
benediction. Her remains were laid

WEDDING
Manochararaj—Curtis

The Methodist Charch, Kol-
lupitiva was a scene of a pretty
wedding on the 19th of January
at 4-30 p. m. when T. Manohararaj
Accountant, Zambfa, son of Mr.
& Mrs, K. E. Thambirajah led to
the altar, Dawn Curtis, youngesg
daughter of the late Advocate T. K.
Curtis and Mrs. Mary Curtis of
Hultsdorf,

Rev. P. B, Rajasingam, former
President, Methodist Church and
now Secretary of the Bihle Saciety
performed the nuptial ceremony
and also preached the homily.
Rev, Govindarajah, Paster of the
Methodist Church, Jampettah
assisted at the Service.

The couple will be leaving
for Zambia shortly.

te rest at the Uduvil cemetery
and the commital rites were per-
formed by the Rey, Sugunarajah
and the Rev. Sam Alfred,

No more will the staff and
students as they trek to the sound
of the gong to the diniog room*

see the familiar figure at the
wheel chair with her watehful
eyes looking lovingly at them.

Uduvil Girls' College was her early
and only love, 57 years of love's
labour for generations of children,
Mallammah Acca leaves her heart
behind at the College—Farewell
Nallammah Acca—God bless you
—you have left us but you love
us still,
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IN MEMORIAM

i

In AFFECTIONATE AxD
Lver LoviNG MEeuoRy
E s -t

Dr. H. R. S. Williams

who departed from this world
on 2nd February, 1961.

A life well spent
Safe in the arms of Jesus.

.

Remembered by her cousins
Mr. & Mrs. M. S. Thambithurai

4, Old Park Road,
Jafina,

IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY
OF

Sl s

Mrs. Victoria Nallammah
Kathiravelu

Departed 31st January, 1977
Deep in our hearis
you will always siay
Loving memories of you
will never fade away
Affectionately remembered
and missed by your
loved ones,
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EDITORIAL
Contemporary Politics in Sri Lanka

In the delicately poised political situation of recent weeks in our
country, one thosght thatis uppermost in our mind is. whether as a
ruling party or as the opposition, we know where we are heading.

' Patriot Pilapitiya ", has saved the country from an ugly political
situation. But what would have happened if Pilapitiya did not turn
‘a patriot'. A Government cannot always expect miracles to bhappen
or always look for 'patriots’ to emerge.

The Kalawana By-Election had really overtaken the pace of the
Referendum Bill (passed only in October 1980). The Bill was still
in the process of being " licked into shape', and awaiting the

' Speaker’s signature on the day of the By-Election (12-1-81).

For the first time, in our political annals, an elected member
would therefore have been unable to take his oaths and his ' seat’
(even though the election results have beem anmounced) in the light
of the Supreme Court ruling.

The first ever Referendum which would have cost the country
a tidy 30 million rupees wasa marathon political exercise, involving
some seven million eligible voters (almost half of the population ef
Sri Lanka).

The stagpering cost was only part of the problem. The significant
feature of the Referendum was that there will be no candidate, as
for & General Election.

Would the voters of the country, presccupied with their existential
problems and the wherewithal for the next meal, be adequately
prepared for this sophisticated exercise on a sophisticated issue ?

In this context, we are reminded of Daniel Defoe's
that there were a hundred thousand stout country fellows in his time,
ready to fight against 'popery’, without knowing whether * popery’
was a man or & horse.

We feel constrained to make these comments, although at the
surface they may seem unnecessary (in the context of the subsequent
resignation of the nominated member) to underscore one important truth,

Democracy is not merely a difficult form of government but
becomes increasingly diffieult with a five-sixth majority and a team
of over ninety ministers of state.

This is the lesson that our ruling party will have to learn from the
dizzy swirl of political developments in our country, duriog the past
few weeks, some of which -developments, we should admit, did appear
to over-step the boundaries of the * Dharmista society.'

We are happy, however, that the government, despite its strength,
was Sensitive to the dietates of its conscience, as reflected in its
decision to allow the By-election at Kalawana to be held with due
deference.

We would now urge on the govenment to press on, with the
setting up of the Development Councils on the success of which would
eventually depend the eredibility .of President Jeyawardene who has
committed himself to solve the Tamil Problem in Sri Lanka during
the tenure of the present government (1977—1983).

.Vary little purpose, in our vi'ow‘ will now be served by the TULF
joining hands with any other political party merely for the sake of
embarassing the ruling party,

The TULF has much greater responsibilities on its shoulders
than the Communist Party, for instance, and should not preoccupy
itself with the false dichotomy of ‘doing pelitics’ and doing justice.

The TULF should now make a clear, unambigueus, systematic
and long term commitment to -the working of the Development
Enuncils in this country, without compromising in any way, the
. integrity” of the Tamil speaking people of Sri Lanka,

']c?ining Opposition groups in their demonstrations for the celebration
of ‘victory’ over the Kalawana issue or even organising a tar
brush campaign against the visitor from Tamil Nad, does not seem
to us to accord with our political maturity, It

is not our sadnes
then, that becomes sad but our chead foya, .

Both the ruling party and the TULF should fioally, remember

i £l -
that ‘means’ in a democracy are as important as the ‘ends’ and can
govern the endsor even vary it.

Jewellery Sellers must Beware

An island-wide instruction has
gone to all Jewellers by the DIG
(Crime and Operations) that they

the seller's identity card number,

and his sigonature.

should not buy jewellery from This move follows the recent
anyone who does not possess a Shooting of two persons and robbery
pational identity eard and they of jewellery worth over 5 lakhs
S i s o et e
g, Kurumpasiddy, a village in the

A record should be kept of Kankesanthurai Electorate,

anﬁcdota_

_knowledgeable

A Message to the Churches on

Ecumenical Sharing of Resources
[ Adepted by the Central Commitice of the
Weorld Council of Churches )

Yet God has not abandoned
His purpose of sharing, In Jesus
Christ He went to the ultimate
depths, sharing the death of His
people, even death on the cross,
By renouncing all earthly power,
Christ has made room again for
the ‘poor and the powerless and
calls back the rich to God's purpose
fram which they have gone astray,
5o that now in the broken body
and shed blood of the crucified
Christ we see the power of God
and the wisdom of God.

The call to the Churches

Today God calls His church
to bean instrument and a symbel
of His sharing with His people.
In the eucharist, as we celebrate
the ultimate act of God’s sharing
with us, we are called to take
the risk of abandoniog power,
even of dying, so that His people
may have life and have it abun-
dantly.

With repenting hearts we
confess that there are many places
where the Church continues to
use its power and influence in a
way parallel to those inostitutions
of soeciety which exploit and
oppress, Yet we thank Gaod fof
those places where the Church
is rediscovering its true vocation
to be the servant of the world,
‘standing with the powerless and
finding again its true power.

Too often the Churches allow
themselves to be confermed to the
world with all its division and
dominsations — economic, political,
cultural. Some parts of the Church

consider themselves to be poor,
while others think of themselves
as rich, perpetuating the block-

ages which prevent true sharing.

"1 know your' troubles: I
know that you are poor — bat
really you are rich ", (Revelation
2:9). These words must be re-
membered by every Chuareh
thinking of iteelf as paor. "' Yon
say, ‘I am rich and well off, I have
all 1 need.' But you do not know
how miserable and pitiful you are!
You are poor, naked and blind, "
(Revelation 3:17). These wards
in turn must be remembered by
every Church thinking of itself as
rich. Every Church must struggle
against the templation to measnre
its resources according to the
values of this world. Every Church
must reeognize both ite poverty
2nd its wealth according to the
intention of God and His purpose
of sharing.

Our wealth takes many forms,
Every Church, rich or poor, needs
to recognise the greatness of its
wealth in being the people of
God. In the sharing of people,
of our ways of proclaiming the
Gospel, our forms of worship,
our insights into being human,
we mutually enrich opne another
and build up ome another in the
fulness of Christ. It is in our
" poverty ' that we are open to
receive from one another.

Also, every church must re-
valuate those other resources en-
trusted to it—its financial resources:
its lands, its buildings, its invest-
ments — according’ to the ecriteria
of the purpose of God's sharing.
Both Churches considering them-
selves rich and those considering
themselves poor must face the fact
that their fundamental sharing
must be pot simply with each
other but with the world in all
its need and mgony. -

Letter to the Editor

The Duties of a Clergyman

On
I have

innumerable occasions,
come Aacross sarcastic
comments from fellow members
of the laity that priests have
only a few hours of work in a
month. The general feeling is that
the clergy do not justify the stipend
that they receive,

As the son of a clergyman
I find this painful. 1 remember
something of my father having to
spend a fixed number of hours
each day on prayer, bible reading
general reading, visiting the parish
(especially the sick and the old)
and so on, in keeping with the
rules of his Order.

The Church "cannot ignore
forever the complaints of her
members, [ shall be very thankful
if you would get someone more
than I in these
matters, to write in the Morning
Star on " why the Priesthood in

the context of the Church, is a
full-time vocation."

Yours truly.

5. R. H. Hoole
Uduvil,

14-1-81.

India
An Association of
Indian Christian Art

Gurukual Lutheran Theological
College in India has pioneered
in the establishmeat of an Assa-
ciation of Indian Christian Art,
the aim of which is to encou‘ngi
the production of art, reflecting
Christian concerns in India.

A similar association was
established in 1979 by the CCA
in Japan. A Workshop for Christian
artists has been an annual feature
of Gurukuls’ programme since
1977. The main concentration of
the Workshop was in’ studying
the Bible, in soclal issues and
painting social themes from g
Christian perspective.

Personal

Mrs. €. G. Capagasundaram
of Barr Lane, Tellippalai, a Senior
member of the Tellippalai Church,
has left for New Zealand to join
ber son Dr. Richard Canagasun-
daram and his family,

The Women's Centre gt
Maruthanamadam with which she
was associated closely for over three
decades accorded her a Valedictory
on 18-1-81,
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