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34th Aonnual Sessions

The 34th Apnual Sessions of
the Jaffina Diocesan Council com-
menced on 26.2-81 at Otley Hall
Vaddukoddai. The Holy Commu-
nion Service on the first day was
conducted by Rev. N.W.G Sugi-
parajah at the Cathedral Church.

Dr. Victor Premasagar, the
General Secretary of the Church
of Seuth India conducted his first
m Study at 9 a.m. on the
same day. ;

‘The Bishop gave his Charge
at 10 a. m. after which the first
item takem up was ihe Votes of
condolence passed on the Home-
call of the following during the
yesr :-

The Rt. Rev. A. Legg

by Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran
The Ri. Rev. Tom Garrett

by 'Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran
Rev. K. 8. Jevasingam

by Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
‘Mrs, E.C. Lockwood

by Miss. M. Elias

Mr. M., Rajaratnam

by Rev. 5. S. Amlampﬁism

of the JDCSI Churches enteriained
Mrs. Premasagar and the Women
delegates of the Council to tea
at 26-2-81.

Group discussions on the va-
rious Reperts to be <ubmitted to
the Council were held in the
course of the evening.

Tho gist of the Bishop’s Charge
and Rev. (Dr) Premasager's Firsi
address appear in this issue,
Other addresses, important decisions
taken at the Council. as well as
reports of the proceedings during
the Second and Third Day of. the
Council will appear in our subse-
quent issues, .

A long and steady Ministry

Rev. 8. P. Vijeyaratnam, Re.
tired Presbyter of the JDCSI
passed away on Friday (20.-2-81)
night at the residence of his ne-
phew and niece, Mr. and Mrs, S.
Jebanayagam of Tellippalai.

The funeral Service was held
at the Manipay Church on Sunday
(22-2:81) at 3-30 p.m. The Rt.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar conducted
the service assisted by Rev. Sam
Thampoe. Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar

in the life of the Church were
nevertheless integral to its growth:

Rev. Vijeyaratnpam took on
himself a large share of the res-
ponsibility of runoning the large
number of our primary schools
which were at one time under the
management of the Jaffoa Council
of the South [ndia United Church
and later under the JDCSI.

The other sphere in which
he was involved as a Minister of
the Church wss in the somewhat
delicate and difficult task of finding
suitable partners in life for the
young women in our parishes,

' groups and Church

Liturgy Committes
Meet in Bangalore

A meeting of the Liturgy
Committee of the Church of South
Indin was held at the United
Theological College, Bangalore from
the 17th to the 28th February,
1981, Eight members of the com.
mittee representing different lanuage
traditions of
the CSI attended the meeting
Mr. J. M. Sabaratpam from tl:l;
Jaffoa Diocese served as the Sec-
retary for the meeting which was
presided over by convener of the

committee Dr. H. S, Wilson of
Karnataka, “

An important item on the
agenda of the meeting was the
preparation of a list of notable
Christlans to be included in the
CSI Calendar for commenisoration
by the Churches on special days.
The Liturgy Committee of the
Jaffna Diocese has proposed the
inclusion of the following names in
ihe list: The Rev, Dr. Daniel
Poor, the Rev. Levi Spaulding,
the Rev. Dr. John Scudder, Dr,
Samuel Fiske Green, the Rev. &

At Bangalore, the Committee
prepared the Orders of Service for
Good Friday, Easter and Pente-
cost for experimental use in all
Churches. An Order for the ad-
mission of Sisters was revised and
approved.

WEDDING
North Erlalai Church

John' Atputharajah, som of
Mr. N. A. Ramalingam and Mrs.
Ramalingam of Puttur and Esther
Thevathayanithy T h e v a thason,
daughter of Mr. K. ]J. Thevathason
and Mrs. Thevathason of Erlalai

IN° MEMORIAM

i

In EveErrLoving AND
TREASURED MEMORY
oF
Our Dear Iyah
D. S. Sanders

" Precious forever are
memories of you

In silence and in prayer
we rémember you "

Inserted by all your loved ones,

William Mather Memorial
-Women’s Centre
MARUTHANAMADAM

Annual Festival and Sale
Saturday l4th, March 1981

Programme

g Mrs. Miron Winslow, the Rev, : ;
Rev. J. M. Singanayagam preached the Sermon. Peter Percival, the Rev. R.C,p. |+ Communion Service 7-30 a. m.
by Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar The Rt. Rev. S. Kulendran Welch and the Rev. Fr. Gnapa. 2 Dreakfast : _
Mr. P. Jonah with whom Rev. Vijeyaratnam has pragasam, Of this list, the CSI 3. Praise Service 9-30a, m.
= by Rev. T. S. Premam]ah been very closely associated for Liturgy Committee has decided 4. Opening of Sale 10-30 2. m. :
E—-n - Rew.. 5, B Vijsyacainam . . .. . gomefour decadss, paid ihe fribute, 10 hrolude the names of the Rely, 5% “wBeh b oot mris fe 0
by s Mathanarajah , .o . Dr. Dapiel Poor and D hn O Sale centinued
Rev. Vieyaratnam’s distinctive Scidis ot r. John T Ta 3.30p. m
iy Vister .Pmm,“-“g“ ad-  contribution to the Church and er in the CSI Calendar and 8, Public Meeting and =
dressed the Sesst_tms l.l.] the after- our Christian community were, recommend that the others be re- : i g
necn on th?' subject Thy King- said the Joeaten: Blihof) % two membered by the Churches of the LI SEbincat,
dom Come . : : Jaffoa Diocese on appropriate days. : .
* 1= fields which though they may ‘All are invited to participate
‘The Women's Auxiliary Units geem to belong to the periphery

Please Come !

Fr. Celestine Retires from
Bible Society and
University Chaplaincy

The Rev, C. N, V. Fernando
conducted service in the Ladies
College Chapsl for the last time
as the NCC University Chaplain
on Sunday the 15th February.
He preached a moving sermon
recollecting postalgic reminisences
from his near forty years experi-
ence in this vocation since the

Visitor In both these spheres, he North, were joined in matrimony early forties of this century. A

brought to bear a commitment &t the CSI Church at North fellowship breakfast followed the

The Rev. Eric Gass, the and sincerity of purpose which E"]f'-'“i by Rev. D. R. Amba!ﬂ‘fﬂn" service for past SCMers and

Treasurer of the Inter Mission won for him the love and esteem assisted by Mr. Nesan Kathirgamar present Christian Unlversujr stu-
Business Office came to Jaffna of the community, and Mr. S, Sandrasegaram, Workers dents. :

last week with his wife to attend
meetings of the Boards of Di-
rectors of Jaffna College, the Jaffna
College Technical Institute and
the Christian Institute for the

Members of the family as
well as the Manipay Church Choir
rendered special anthems,

The JDCSI clergy bore the
casket out of the Church. The

at the North Erlalai and Puttuy
Churches, respectively.

Rev. V. N. Tharmakulasingam
a brother - in - law of the bride
preached the homily,

Fr. Celestine handed over his
responsibility ae Secretary of the
Ceylon Bible Society at the end
of 1980 to the Rev. Basil Raja-
singam after occupying the office

Study of Religion and Society. remains were interred at the Ma- for about twenty years.
He serves on the Boards as nipay Church burial grounds where Obituary
8 representative of the Board fhe Bishop, the Rt Rev. D J. =

of Trustees of Jaffna College Funds.
Born and bred in Sonth India,
Mr. Gass is the son of a Mis-

Ambalavanar performed the com-
mittal -rites,

Rev. 5. P. Vijeyaratnam joined

Mr. Pauwl Jonah [J. P, of
Karainagar passed away on the
19th February 1951 at the age

Personal

Dr. Manosenan Lewis im.s‘

{Lond)

sionary doctor who served in the service of the Jaffna Council of sixty-eight. He was the head passed the F, R.C.S.

Vellore, and speaks Tamil too, of the South India United Church teacher of the American Mission g ;mination, He is the son of
They visited the Ashram and in June 1932, He was L?rdﬂ]ltle(] Tamil Mixed Scl:::ol. I{arallnagar the Late Rev. Lewis and Mrs:
Christian Inctitutions in the Pe- in 1938, He served a long period for many years, The funeral ser- Lewis and the great grandson af

ninsula and he preached at the
Colombo CSI Church service on
his way back.

of 46 years in the Ministry of the
Church. He retired from FPanda-
terruppu in April 1978,

vice at his home and burial
service were conducted by the
Rev, T. 5. Premarajah,

Dr. Suppiah Curtis of Green

Hospital, Magipay.
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The Third World and the Third Church

" The coming of age of The
Third World and the Third Church
will be the most significant event of
the last two decades of the twen-
tieth century ™' gaid the Rt. Rev,
D.]. Ambalavapar in the course
of his Charge to the Diocese at
the 34th Sessions of the Jaffna
Diocesan Council of the Church
of South India which commenced
yesterday at Vaddukoddai.

The 97 African, Asian and
Latin American countries at the
United Nations refer to themselves
as the Third world and the people
who live in these regions econsti-
tute two-thirds of the population
of the World,

Armaments apd troops of the
Industrialised, capitalist or com-
munist blocks, though proliferating
are no indication in the modern
age of any significant measure of
power or strepgth. That Iran was
able to hold ths Unlted States of
America in ‘chains’ for well over
a year is recent history.

The New Surge

According to projections of
futurelogists, 58 per cent of the
Christians in 2000 A.D. will
belong to The Third Church. It
is a privilege for us to live in
this age which has seen a surge
of the Christian faith in Third
World Countries never before wit-
nessed in the history of Christianity.
In our neighbouring continent of
India, the percentage of Christians
has risen from 2.3 per cent to
more than 3 percent [ Im 1980

- alone, 6000 Christians were bap-

tizad in the Vellore Diocese],
In Korea, the Phillipines Africa
and North America and India,
The Third Church will be a factor
to be reckoned with, in the year
2000 A D, which many of us by
' live
to see, :
The Encounmter

What will be the implication
of this cataclysmic change to us
as the Christian Church today?

The Church of the Twenty-
first century will be more a Charch
which embraces our ancient civi-
lisation. The encounter will be
between Western spirituality and

Asian religious vision. Theological -

developments in the next century
would have "to cope with this
encounter.

The Structure

_The structure of the Third
Church too is bound toc change
drastically with a younger gene-
ration (age 15—30, who anticipate
and welcome chaoge and who are
generally optimistic in outlook )
constituting the hub of the new
Church.

Above all, The Third Church
would not be the Church of the
haves but the Church of the
have-nots as anticipated by onr Lord
in his ' manifesto ' which he an-
nounced in his first Sermon at
Nazareth, It is the Church where

we are commissioned ; —
L1

to preach the Gospel to the poor,
to heal the brokenhearted,
to preach deliverance to the
caplives
to recover sight to the blind
to set at liberty them that
are bruised,

A Specific Mission

Our duty as a Christian
Church therefore, as we stand at
the cross roads of a new decade,
is not so much our preoccupation
with “ the maintenance jobs" of
the Church, however pressing they
may be, but the task of moving
forward with the overriding mao-
tivation to understand and follow
the Commission which our Lord
has set before usas our goaland
to transform this commission inte
@ specific mission for the Christian
Church in Sri Lanka.

Temptations

Two temptations are likely
to befall us as we prepare our-
selves, as a Church, to face new
challenges,

Ope is the dapger of a cloud
of utoplanism enveloping our vision
and the other is the temptation
of either paying a thin regard to
our past traditions and beliefs in
our newborn enthusiasm for a new
ordér, or being smothered by an
overwhelming sensitivity to our

ancient glory and becoming pri-

soners of our history.

Whatever our attitudes, it is
important to remember that we

are a part of The Third Church’

and we have to face new res"
ponsibilities and meet new chal-
lenges.

Our goals

“ Our goal as the Jaffna Dio.
cese of the CSI in the next decade
should be to enlarge our ‘family’ by
adding at least one Church every
year to our Dioceze, and increase
our numbers from its present
strength of some 5000 to about
12,000 or 15,000 during the mext
five years,

We bave to strive earnestly
to be & bjg Church with our
vision proportionately big, bearing
in mind however, the truth that
our strength depends ultimately
#ot 'in the many mighty and
the many wise” but in the
strepgth and bpurture we derive
from the The good News.

A New
Thayalan Ambalavanar has
besn successful in the recent

M. B. B. 5. Examination from the
Christian Medical College, Vellore,
He has just begun his one year’s
intérnship at the Christian Medical
College Hospital, Vellore.
Thayalan is the elder son of
the Rt, Rev. D.]. Ambalavanar,
Bishop of our Diocese and Dr,

Doctor

Mrs. Ambalavanar. After  brief
periods at the Uduvil Girls' College
and Jaffoa College he had his
schooling at Elmhburst Prep. School,
Croydon, IEngland and Bishop
Cotton Boys' School, Banpgalore.
At Vellore Thayalan active
in the Students Union of which
he was
President duriog the last two years.

was

successively Secretary &

Excerpts from the First
Address of Rev. (Dr.)

Premasagar
SunjEcT @ Yowr Kingdom Come
Protestant Churches don't very
much emphasise the Church, They
feel a little shy of it. Indian
Christian Theoiogians differentiate
between the Ksngdom and the
Church. People appear more to be
fascinated by the Kingdom than
by the Church. A correct under
standing of the theology of the
Church today seems to be weak.
The Churches have often imi-
tated the role of missionary so-
cieties which seldom emphaslse
or reflect the Being of the Church,
as a people living in communion,
sharivg each other's resources
cares and burdens and coming
into grips with issues, confronting
the community,

The Church is not, as is often
thought an interim arrangement
before the coming of the Kingdom
The Epistle to the Ephesians
speaks of the ''glory in the Church,

It is a ‘“glory’ based on com-
munity living at the grass root
level, as described in 'Acts of a

people °‘sharing’, 'selling”
‘ breaking the bread ete.

' Local expression' is anim-
portant phenomenon of the Church.
The Krishna-Godaveri Diocese is
an example where despite dislo-
cation and disunity at the level
of the hierarchy, the Church is
kept alive by the spirit and the
indomitable faith displayed by the
local communlty.

In China during the cultural
Revolution, Christian homes
became the focal point of many
small Christian communities which
exerted a general healing influence
in the Church and kept alive the
‘ flame’ in the teeth of opposition
and disillusionment.

Our middle - class oriented
Church services often cause em-
barassment to the less educated
members of the Church. In this
context it is important that the
teaching minisiry of the Church
is given priority, (Oar Church
liturgy is not often understood by
the average Church member) Regu-
lar Bible Study at the local Church
level should constitute an import.
ant activity of the’ Chorch, “The
nurture of the Chureh is an aspect
of Church life which needs more
attention than bas been given ‘to
it in our Churches where admi-
nistrative problems often take
most of the time of the Preshyter
and Church officers,

The body of Christ
the Church is)

( which
should be above

~all, an expression of our pervasive

love at the local level.
at the local Church level should
be oriented towards helping the
less fortunate members of the
congregation. Dorcas  stitched
clothes, A teaching ministry should
include a mininstry of organising
training in soch projects or crafts

Projects

at the local level.
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Indian Christian Musicians
to Tour Sri Lanka

A team of some thirty artistes
from the Christian Arts and Com-
munication Service, Madras led
by Mr. Suviseshamuttu the head
of the institution will be in Sri
Lanka during the first two weeks
of March to give performances
of elassical oriental music, dance
and drama. Their programme is
to begin in Colombo on 1st March
and continue through shows and
teaching workshop in Kandy, Ba-
dulla, Nuwara Eliya, Hatton,
Batticaloa, Jaffoa and Kilinochi,
They are expected to give a free
public performance in Jaffna town
on Friday the 13th and another
one in Kilinochi on Sunday the
15th. A workshop under the aus-
pices of the CISRS may be held
on Saturday morning

The tour is funded by the
Chrtstian Confersnce of Asia asa
cultural exchange pProgramme under
Minorities concerns of CCA's
Urban Industrial Mission Depart-
ment.

World Student Christian
Federation to train
Secretaries in Negombo

The fourth "Asian Secretaries
Formation * {ASF), a leadership
training programme of the World
Student  Christian Federation
[ Asian region ), will be held in
Sri Lanka from February 28th
to March Z8 with about thirty
participants from a dozen Mlgn
and Pacific countries,

. Under the selected theme of
“Development, Traditional Values
and Christian Responsibility in
Asia and Pacific”, the programme
will have discussions, sharing of
axperlences of part:cipants, and

' exposures ' of pa.rtlcnpants to
various- Sri Lankan situations,

The Student Christian Mova-
ment of Sri Lacka (SCM), the
local WSCF affiliate will host the
programime at the Centre for So-
ciety and Religion, Negombo,

Mr. S. Vijayakulasingham, the
YMCA Secretary who hails from
Navaly and Mr. S. Guruopatham:
an old boy of Jaffna College are
among the Sri Lankan partlclpants
selected for the Course.

Jaffna School Children
Abroad on Field Service

The American Field Service
organisation selected forty - elght
school children from Sri Lanka
this year to be sent to Western
Countries for a year of study and
experience. Two students selected
from Jaffoa viz. Miss Rushira
Kunanayagam of Chundikuli Girls’
College and Mas. J. ], Navaratna-
rajah of St. John's College have
left for New Zealand already.
Too more viz. Mas. I. Vithy-
ananthan of St. John's College
and Miss Melony Suguparajah of
Uduvil Girls' College will be
goiog to the USA in August this
year. :
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