Editor’s MNote

Please address all
communication
for the English pages
to The English Editor,
' Morning Star!
UbpuviL, CHUNNAKAM,

THE MORNING STAR

Regtsrerea: as @ Newspaper at the General Post Office, Sre Lanha
wnder No, Q B,—‘ ?OO.’J} / 81

F‘:la.blched

1H4l

Fripay,

Vol. 141 JAIINA

RIGHTEOUSHNESS EXALTETH A NATION

A (_.luntmn We;.kly
13TH

BUT EIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY FEOFLE

Pubhthd hvury Frldajr
lJH] No. 11

M ARCH,

at Re. ‘l‘! R

Apply to:
The Manager,

' Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai,

Church News from abroad

" Soviet Clergy face better times

A new tax rebate for clergy
in the USSR has put clergymen
jnto the same tax category as
writers. artists and other creative
professionals. The 15 per cent
rebate means that the tax payable
on a clergyman's salary of 300
roubles ($ 450) a month will drop
from 100 roubles to 85 roubles:

The normal monthly industrial
salary of the average worker is
a little more than 165 roubles
($ 250).

The tax rebate will put the
clergy further abead .of the
average wo:kar.

African Wumnn Theologians make
history

For the first tlme. theolqgi-
cally educated women leaders of
Africa met at Ibadon recently to
discuss issues of women and
theology and the Ministry,

The major address was given
by a medical doctor who pointed
out that theological studies should
be made available to women for
the simple reason that they have
* the closest and deepest respon-
s;bi#y for each suceessive gene-

a Fivé Year Plan of action to

expand oppertunities for the
placement of women in the African
Church were decided upon.

The Third General Synod of the
Church of England

By 263 votes to two, the
Synod has endorsed a Private
Member's motion which deplored
the reduction in official development
assistance to poorer countries.
{The present level of overseas
assistance has dropped below 0.4
per cent of the GNP),

The Synod has asked the
government fo restore the cuts
plapned and to make substantial
progress towards the target of
0.7 per cent of the GNP.

Re-settlement Scheme for
Sri Lankans

The government has launched
a resettlement Scheme for Sri
Lankans returning ‘home’ after a
period of employment abroad.

The United Nations Fund
for Populgtion Activities (UNFPA)

is ready to contribute £ 200,000
towards the. project.
As a first step, basic data

is to be collected from a thousand
Sri Lankan families in the Middle

"East and a thousand families who

have returned.

The main data collected will
relate to the gocial profile of those
who have returned and the skills
they have acquired, It is a long
term plan and will cover those

returning home in the next 10
years,
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Chundikuli PTA
becomes SDS

The Parents of the pupils of
Chundikuli Girls' College held
their annual celebrations on 13th
Jaouary 1981, The highlights of
the programme were an exhibition
of models made by the echool
Energy Project Club — ( Solar
cookers, bio-gas generators, wind-
mill, Economic hearths and fireless
cookers ] the opening of the new
pavilion and classrooms block by
Mrs. R, K. Jesudason an old girl
on the Governing Body and the
unveiling of plagues in three new
buildings. The first plague in the
Principal’s Bungalow unveiled by
Mrs. C. A. W. Edwards was to
busband
founder president
of the school Welfare
Association from 1961 to 1970;
the second unveiled by the Ven.
S. D. Horshington in the Hensman
Memorial Hall had also the name
of Mr. A. C. Canagarajah who was
the comsultant architect cum en-
gineer of the building; the third
unveiled in the Jubilee Block by
Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam, the ma-
nager of the School was to com-
memorate the occasion when the
building was opened by the former
Principal Miss. S. T. Mathai in

who was the

. 1973 and nLeQ..!?& thank the Con]

tractors, iteet and Enpgineer
M/s. T. Rajadura.i and S. Sena-
thirajah, V. S. Thurairajah and
A, C. Canagarajah respectively.

At the business meeting which
followed a npew constitution re-
naming the Parent Teachers As-
spciation as the School Develop-
ment Society was adepted and
the new office - bearers elected.

All-Island Bible Quiz

The annunal Bible Quiz orga-
nized by the Bible Quiz Board
and the National Council of YMCAs
and sponsored by the Ceylon Bible
Society, the National Catechetical
Ingtitute and the Christian Audig
Visual & Literature Service is to
begin on May 23rd. Children under
the age of 16 (Seniors) and under
12 (Juniors) will compete in teams
of four contestants on a ' knock
to answer questions
on prescribed syllabl, Twelve zones
of Sri Lanka will in a preliminary
round select their best teams and
send them to Colombo for the
semi-finals and finals to be worked
out on June Gth, The chief or-
ganizer is the Secretary Mr. Elmo
Wijesinghe.

Hostel Day at
Jaffna Central

Mr. and Mrs, J. M. Selvadurai
were the chief guests at the
Hostel Union Dinner on 28-7-81,
Mr, S, Sivatharman, the Pregident
presided.

Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham,
the Principal in his speech re-
ferred to the services rendered by
Mr. Selvadurai as Warden of the

Hostel, The Boarders not only

St. James Church, Nallur
Mr. A.J. Rajaduraisingham

" Painlesssly, Peacefully at
pight on a Sunday. The DBoat
slipped its mooriogs to make

Port. '

Mr. A. J. Rajaduraisingham
passed into that blissful realm on
this holy day (lst Dec.). His
dentise leaves a void in the
whole community for he was &
selfless and devoted worker, whether
it was for the service of the public
or the Church,

He bhailed from a family of
devout Christians and was brought
up under the strict and disciplined
control of a god fearing mother.
He was by nature a very hos-
pitable, tolerant and endearing
person.

Thurai, as he was popularl¥
known among his ceolleagues, had
his education at St. John's College,
jatina where he was popular both
among his teachers and fellow
students. While quite young he
joined the Department of Co-
operative Development and wasa
piopeer in spreading the gospel of
Co-operation among the people
from Trincomalee to Pottuvil in
the Eastern Provioce in the
nineteen forties with the late Mr.
R.UCI'S! Coolte “und his band ¢
co-operative officers.

He was fearless as he acted
according to the dictates of his
conseience and inspired confidence
among his friends and associates

as he was true to himself. As
Assistant Commissioner of Co-
operative Development both at

Kalmunai and Paranthan ke con-
tributed in no small measure for
the development of the Co-ope-
rative Movement in these divisions.

In his retirement he took up
the Presidentship of the Jafina
Mupicipality M.P.C.S. at a time
when it needed an honest and
capable administrator to straighten
its declining trend and did succeed
in bhis task, He also functioned
as the Warden, of St. James
Church, Nallur and he dedicated

himself for this noble work as
well till he was overtaken by
illness.

Rajndurlisix}gham had a soft-
heart for those in distress, He
remained a bbramachari through
out hfs life and spent a major
part of his earnings in the relief
of the poverty striken,

He believed in the words of
A great writer
achieve success

that " ome can
only by leaving

* the world better than one found it.”

May His Soul Rest
A Co-operntor

in Peace.

increased in numbers during his
period as Warden but also showed
marked progress in  academie
attainments and in sports,

Mr, Selvadurai expressed his
thanks to the Principal, staff and
students for the honour they have
done to him and his wife,

— CoR

Obituary
Mr. C. S. V. Sabaratnam

We regret to record tha
death of Mr. C.5. V. Sabaratoam
of Uduvil at his daughter’s resi-
dence at Batticaloa.

He was 95 vears of age at
the time of his death, -

The Funeral Service was
conducted by Rev. T. Jeyasu}‘an
and Rev. Vethanayagam of the
Methodist Church, Batticaloa.

His sons Messers S. V. Bala-
singam (Prineipal, Jaffna College)
and Oliver Thuraisipgam and
daughter Mrs, Jebaratnam pre-
deceased him a few years ago.

_ The family mourners were
Mr. S. O. A. Somanader and Olive
Somanader (daughter and Son -in-
law).

Asian Christian Consulation
on Human rights

“ People and Structures of
Domination " is the theme of the
Consultation called by the Inter-
pnational Affairs Desk of the
Christian Confetence of Asia. The
meeting took place at Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia from Febroary
23rd to 28th and aimed to examine
the strm:tnres of dommn that

dltlﬂns of Asfan per.-p]es. hizﬁm
issues of human rights and work
out guidlines for joint action on
the international level.

Mr. Silan Kadirgamer was ons
of the forty delegates from several
Asian countries participating at
this consultation.

IN BRIEF

Q Interviews to select students
for admission to the North
Colombo Medical College — Sri
Lanka's first Private Medical
College commenced on 1-3-81.
‘One hundred will be selected out
of the 1100 who had applied.
The College is due to open in
October this year.

Q The Pension anamoly caused
by the payment of pensions to
government servants who retired
after 1-1-78 on the consolidated
salary and on the basic salary
-to those whe retired before
1-1-78 is an issue that is now
before the government., If no
redress 1is forthcominog, the
government will be crent:nl a
new area of tension.

Q Mr. M, G. Ramachandran,
Tamil Nadu's Chief Minister is
due to visit Sri Lanka in May
after the budget sessions of
Tamil Nadu's State Legislature.
The Minister of Transport, Mr.
Mohamed hag remewed the in-
vitation extended to him earlier
when the Minister visited lndia
recently,

QO The 83rd Birthday of the
Departed Tamil Leader, Mr.
S. J. V. Chelvanayagam, Q. C,
will be observed on March 31st,
with the relesse of a book
" sllpr «AfisGEy " (written
by Mr, K. Gnanasoorian M, Sc.)
both in Sri Lanka as well as
in London and Bosten, according
to & news item in Suihanthiran,

-
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Wi Lanka could progress quicker and be more prosperous if
she followed the discipline that was characteristic of the Japanese

people.

So said President Jeyawardene speaking at the Banquet held in
honour of Crown Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko of Japan at
the President's Pavilion in Kandy.

1tisa thought that needsa marked accent in our present ‘climate’
here in Sri Lanka. One tragic aspect of our national situation tndlay
is @ carefree attitude and indiscipline in almost every sphere of life

in the country.

. Some of the salient points for instance made in the important speeches
of our party leaders are often tainted by a nauseating refrain to a
“ the previous regime' of Mrs. Bandara-

nayake or to the present capitalist and bourgeois oriented schemes

of President Jeyawardene.

No public utterance is considered complete withont this invidious
comparison. In this context, we are often reminded of fm anecd.ote
about Benjamin Disraeli who could not define on a public occasion
the difference between ‘misfortune’ and ‘calamity’ except in these words:-

Wif Gladstone fell into the river Thames, it would be a
misfortune. If anyonme takes him out, it will be a calamity.”

Platform rhetoric apart (it often goes with the wind), callow e_md
arrogant reporting makes a more sinister impact on the community,
the effect of which causes much more damage to natiopal harmony
thap any other factor in this country. :

" The Northerner seed his Premier (we wonder if the Southerner
has another Premier) may not be as insinuating a headline Ias :’a.
reference to ''a good will mission penetrating the island’s fnsulations”
or the news report of the mass rally in Jaffoa on the climactic day
of the Prime Minister's visit which runs thus:—

“ It was a memorable day in Jaffoa—a day that drew the
people of Jaffoa from the shell of separatist policies to the

main stream of rmf‘iq'ual life. " .

* Discipline ’ entails that not merely platform rhetoric as indulged in
by party leaders but reporting as done by the mass media-in our
country become keemly seositive to what Paul Dubois calls " the
therapy af words. " _

A good example of °discipline’ as a national traitin Japan is
provided by a visitor who in an article he has recently written to
the Press about his visit, says that there are “pushers” detailed in
Tokyo to regulate human traffic in the overcrowded subways.

But the "push;rs"‘ wear white gloves to avoid soiling anybody’s
clothes. How much of "soiling " — physical, mental and psychological
is perpetrated in our country, with an utter disregard for human
** personality ', |

" Separatist policies”, ' insulations”, '' Northerners ™ ' main
stream of national life” “are ‘words and expressions which bave very
little, meaning if ‘each community inbabiting this country is treated
(as the Jeyawardene Government has oft times profesaéd) not as an
fusfm»,m;i but as an end. The development councils are intended to
serve this wvery purpose.

It is a searing reality that there are still groups in the country
which look down their parrow apgle lenses and see no obligation
towards people in their country whose histories and culture and civili-

sation are different.

But discipline as a trait has to be cwulfivated and as in the
case of plants, we have first to sow the ‘seeds’ of
we can_think of cultivating and tending the ‘plant’.

discipline before

The unrest amounting to turbulence which has erupted in our

Universities is an instance in poiot.

Among the sayings attributed to the sage Confucius is this very
thought provoking word of counsel ; —
to see an instance of deceit ",

" a boy should never be allowed

The very fact that the new White Paper on Education is making

provision for a new Grade 13 is pointer to an uneasy conscience on

the part of our planners of the inadequacy of the present Scheme of
admissions to the University, in operation in the country.

Discipline is not a readymade food which like
down to us from heaven.

manna will fall
We will have to first sow the 'seeds’ for
the ‘plant’ to grow (in the educational sphere, the political sphere,
the economic spbere and the social sphere ), What we sow we shall
fiaally reap.

Second Address ab lhe Jaffna
Diocesan Council on 27:2-87)

Addreesing the Jaffna Diocesan
Council on the second ‘day of the
sessions, the CSI Synod General
Seeretary, Dr, Premasagar reminded
the members of the histeric com-
ment about the Church Union
in South India that it was '‘the
greatest miracle since Pentecost”

The new Church continues
today as 'a Pilgrim Church ' —
a Church working towards a still
wider perspective of unity as the
people of God.

The npet is cast by the fisher
man but to draw the net ashore
with his catch, he needs the help
of other fishermen. What shall be
the pature of the ‘help’ we would
need, how shall we depley our
resources in man-power, how shall
we fix our priorities in relation to-
the issues that confront us.

These are some of the problems
that will face us in the next
decade (1981—1991) which would
be & crucial period in the history
of the Christian Church.

Women's Ordination

A matter for thanksgiving
to God isthat the women of the
Church have today come to the
fore and have equipped themselves
for responsibilities in the Church
to a degree unkoown before.
Women’s® Ordination for the Priest-
hood in the CSI, will soon be a
reality, though misgiviogs bhave
been expressed. :

The same kind of misgivings
were articulated when indigenous
Bishops were about to be con-
secrated in the Church of South
India. So long as women bave
proved themselves equal to their
tasks in other walks of life, there
is no reason to doubt their ability
to rise up to the demands that
would be made on them by the
Ministry of the Church.

Pattern of Ministries

A problem which will increa-
singly emerge in the coming years.
is whether the traditional pattern.

of our ministries is adequate for -

our new tesks, in the context of.
the chapgiog situations,

The n::w realities in owor
communities in an emergent Church
entail new m'nistries.. We have
unfortunately categorised our mi-
nistries, of Bishop., Presbyter and
Deacon in an ascending order and
thereby completely missed the
whole meaning of the structure
of the Church,

It is mnatural for a Deacon
today to aspire to be a Presbyter
and a Presbyter to be a Bishop,

But in reality these are three
different types of Ministries and
not mere stepping stones, one

leading to another.

Through the Dioconal Service
of the Church many kinds of
work in the Church could be done

{of the U S Seventh Fleet) has
been engaged recently in exploring
the possibility of lowering a six

ton generator to the summit of
Pidurutalagala.
The helicopters have to fly

at a height of 2200 feet to lower
the equipment while they hover
virtually stationery over the peak
for 45 minutes,

The high powered helicopters
engaged in the operatia‘n will send
a downward wind blast of 120
MPH which could pose a dapger
to people and property in the
vicinity of the mousntain peak.

If- the decision is finally
made, the date fizxed for the
operation is May 4. The trans-
mitting station is a gift from
Japan to Sri Lanka.

Mr. T. Pathmanathan, acting
Secretary of State was sent on
the exploratory reconnaissance
flight on 6-3-81 along with admiral
Kirksey of the USS Ranger.

as development programmes or
community welfare,

The Presbyters could be used
with great profit for the teaching-
ministry of the Church. Without
a teaching ministry, our preaching
often becomes *heresy. Laymen
and women too could be set apart
for the sacramental service of the
Church. =

A meaningful Minisiry that
would serve the needs of the
community is a great need in our
Church today.

.

The Episcopacy

Finally the historle episcopacy
is the focal point of unity in the
local leadership. There were Five
distinct groups duripg the time of
St. Jobhn:—

(a) The Jews

(b) Those who accepted the Je-
rusalem Council's decisions.

(c) Gentiles who believed in the
freedom of the gospel.

(d) a group which believed in the
freedom of the Spirit — "The
wind bloweth where it listeth."

(e) a group that accepted the
Ministry as a gift of the
Church.

When Persecution came, only
the fifth group could stand. The
early martyrs we find were Bishops
They become & rallying point:
they were a father in God to all
people: '
Local Expression

Above all, we must remember
that the Church is of the World.
We have to be witnesses, in
Judea, in Samaria, to the end of
the World. "  The unity of the
Church has to find local expression
in our sharing of one another's
burden. The gospel must burst
in our country through our lin-
guistic and cultural barriers and
reach the furthermost points of
Sri Lanka. ]
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