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No Objections to the
Appointment

The Provost of Newcastle,
the very Rev. C.G. H. Spafford
has told the Church Times that
he had received virtvally no ob-
jectlons to the appointment re-
cently of Bishop Kenneth Gill as
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese
of Newecastle.

The appeintment which was
made after careful studies by ecc-
liastical lawyers is said to be
acceptable because the Church of
England is'in full communion with
the Church of South India and
therefore recognises the vahdlly
of the CSI orders.

Bishop Gfll was conaucmted
as a CSI Bishop In 1972 and his
last appointment was as Bishop
of Karnataka, Bangalore. Earlier
he had spent 22 years with the
Methodist Missionary Society.

He is thought to be the first
Methodist Bishop to become ap
assistant Bishop In the Church of
England and the first CSI Bishop
to return to Britain fora Chureh
of England appointment. -

[A  brief news Report of

Bishop Gill appeared earlier in
onx issue. ]

Nurses

At a conference held recently
at the Nurses Training Scoool,
Jaffna attended by Ministry offi-
cials and the Director of Health
Services the hospital authorities
in Jaffna pointed ount that the
nursing Staff at the Jaffna Hos-
pital was fifty per cent less than
the approved cadre of 363. .

The Operation Theatre too
was in need of a Theatre trained
Sister.

In the meanwhile, the Mi-
nister of Health who visited
Jaffaa during the last week of

March expressed gratitude to the
members of the family of the late
Mr, G. G. Ponnambalam for their
generous donpation towards the
Cancer Hospital at Tellippalai and
to the social organizations in Pun-
gudutivu for their efforts to provide
toilettes. for 100 families in the
village. The Minister also expres-
ged the hope that the people in
the North would vote for a. uni-
ted Sri Lanka at the forthcoming
June elections of the DDC Council.

Chavakachcheri YMCA

At the Chavakachcheri Parish
Hall, another new Young Men's
Chirlstian Association was inaugura-
ted recently. Rev. |. ]J. Ratnarajah,
Presbyter of the the C.S5.1,
Church, Chavakachcherl presided
over the function.

the other spekers at
the inaugural function were (—
Mr. €. V. Vigneswaran, District
Judge, Chavakachcheri, Mr, S, K,
Thiravianayagam, Chairman of the
Chavakachcheri Town Counm]_ and
Mr. S. Paramanantham, President
of the YMCA (Northern Region).

Among

Editors on Good Will Tour

Editors of seven npatlonal
newspapers in Sri Lanka are
currently on a goodwill tour in
Singapore. The Editors are:—
Mr. B. H. 5. Jeyawardene (Ceylon
Daily News), Mr. W. B, Metta-
nanda (Dinamina), Mr. Edward
Ranasinghe (S_ilumina}. Mr. Rex
de Silva (Sun and Weekend),
Mr. Rohana Gamage (Riveresa),
Mr. Elmo Gaonerafne (Sri Lanka-
dipa), and Mr, K. Sivaprakasam
(Veerakesari).

They will be gnestq at the
May Day gathering of the National
Trade Union Congress and will
also interview Singapore’'s Deputy
Prime Minister Mr. S. Rajaratnam

IN BRIEF

O The Staff required for the
elections on 4-6-81 will be around
40,000. The total number of
registered voters in the 24 dis-
tricts is 7,573,214, The number
of polling booths will be +291;

O The International organisation
Youth for Christ has designated
1983 as the Year of the Bible.
The alm of the year is to place
8 copy of the Blbla in the hands

of evary hos!

dent in each country where the
~organisation works.

O Dr, Oite Graf Lambsdorff,
regarded as the successor to
Professor Ludwig Erhard, Ger-
many's ' miracle economist ",
is expected to wvisit Sri Lanka
in August this year. Dr, Lambs-
dorff is the Federal Minister of
Economics in Germany and he
will include Sri Lanka in his
Asian Tour,

O 'Throwing away the seed corn’
According to the Leader of the
Opposition in the British Par-
liament, Mr, Foot, the cut of
£ 442 million in the next 42
years in the funds allocated to
Oxford would mean large re-
dundacies among teachers and
fewer students, The quality of
education in schools was falling
sharply.

O Identity Card: All Sri Lan
kan citizen above the age of
18 will soon be compelled to
carry their Identity Cards with
them, Jewellers have been asked
to call for Identity Cards frem
all those who transact business
with them. In Singapore, it is
learnt, heavy fines are imposed
on those who do not have their
Identity Cards in their possession,

O " Tech Ex 81" This World
Fair opened at the BMICH
Colombo on 29-4:81 and will
extend for the period of six
days [ till 4-5-81 ), Twenty na-
tions including Sri Lanka will
will set up pavilions to exhibit
technology for industrial deve-
lopment in developing countries
This is the first time the Fair
is being held ina Third World

Country,

DDC Nominations

Four political parties have
submitted nominations for the
District Council FElections to be

held on 4-6.81, Tha parties are ;
The UNP, the TULF, the JvEe
and the TC.

The UNP is the only Political
Party to contest in all vthe De-
velopment Councils in the 24
districts.

The TULF ig contesting in
seven Development Councils —
Jaffna, Mannar, Mullaitiva, Vavu-

niya, Trincomalee, Batticaloa and
Amparai,

.The Tamil Congress is con-
testing in Colombo Jaffna and
Vavuniya,

The JVP is contesting agsan
Independent Group in Colomba,
Kalutura and Anuradbapura,

Three political parties are
standing out of the DDC Elee-
tions, The SLFP, L.SSP and CP.

The Jaffna District Nominstions

Three political parties and
two Independent Groups alse
handed in their nominations to
Mr., Yogendra Duralsamy, th
G. A. of Jaffna on 27- 481

The first name in ths UNP

CelESTEYonpT 18 Mr. A Thiagarajah

{former SLFP M, P.
koddai).

The first name inthe TULF
Group is Mr. S. Nadarajah (for-
mer Senator and a close associate
of Mr. S. J. V., Chelvanayakam in
party politics).

for Vaddu

The first name in the TC
Group is Mr, Kumar Pennamba-
lam (son of the late Mr. G. G.
Ponnambalam ),

Two Independent Groups are
also in the fray in Jaffna. The
Sociaglist fron#, led by Mr. Chel-
liah Kumarasuriar (a former SL
FP Minister of Posts) and the
Minority Tamil United Front
led by Mr. P.]. Antony (who hag
been described by Vesrakesari
as a teacher who lost his job,

Methodist Church
St. Peter's Church, Jaffna

Rev. H. R. 8. ]Jeyachandran
has taken up duties as priest in
charge of 5t. Peter's Church,
Jatfna in addition to his duties
as the Chairman of the North
and East District Synod of the
Methodist Church,

O For the First time the Srs
Lanka Freedom Party defeated
a proposal by party leader Mrs,
Srima
single wvote at a meeting of the
Executive Committee oi the
Party held on 10-4-81.

The
SLFP will contest
elections or not,

Bandaranayake by a

issue was whether the

the DC

A Service of Thanksgiving

Jor the life and
ministry of the late
Rev. Jenkins Muthuvelu
Singanayagam, g, p,

( Presbyter, Jaffna Diocese
of the C, S, 1.)

will be held on Saturday
the 9th of May 71981
at 4-30 p.m. at $he
Manépay Church,

Your .preseﬂcc and prayers

will be greatly appreciated.

Rev. Sam Thampoe,
Secretary J. D. C. S. I,

IN MEMORIAM

e

In EvEr LoviNg MEMORY
OF -

Our Dear One :
Santhamalar Balaratnam
Called Home: 7-5-1979

Hcr loved anemi! her bless™

aﬂ'echunats!y reffwmhered by
All' her loved ones

‘ Santha Vasa'
Chavakachcheri,

Personal

Mr. Edward Arpold returned
to the island last week after at-
tending a two weeks Interpational
Seminar on population activities
at the Aslan Centre, Bankok,
Thailand. He also made the study
tour on the International sponsored
Family Planning Refuge Camp
at Cambodia. Mr. Arnold who is h
Britieh qualified in Marketing and
Manpagement is an old boy of St.
Benedict's College Colombo. He
was the only Sri Lankan delegate
at this Seminar.

He is the younger son of
Mr. E. A. Arnold and late Mrs.
Pavalam Aroold of Manipay and
the son -in - law of the late Mr,
Sam Ratoam and Mrs. Annam
Ratnam of Pandateruppu. =

Nominations for DDC

Nominations for the District
Development Cotincils closed on
27.4.81, The number of members
to be elected for each Develop-
ment Council is as follows :i—

Colombe — 16
Kandy ik
Galle =g
Jaffoa =1
Mullaitiva — 4
Trincomalee— 2
A'pura — 6
Moneragala — 2
Kalutara — 8

Gampaha — 12
Matala - 3
Matara —_f
Mannar — 4
Batticaloa — 3
Kurunegalla=—13
Pollanaruwa — 2
Ratoapura — 2
Nuwara Eliya—35
Hambantota— 3 Vavuniya — 4
Ampara — 4 Puttalam = 4
Badulla — 8 Kegalle — 8
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EDITORIAL
Development Councils and National Unity

U mhe battle in the DC elections. particularly in the Northe‘rr:
and Bastern provinces wowld be bslween those who wanted to n‘:'.ma"e
the country amd those who believed thai the country was an indi-
visible single entity, (CDN 29-4-81)

These words from a speech reported to have been made by
Shipping Minister Lalith Athulathmudali at a public meeting in' the
Trincomalee District held on 26-4.81 underscores a disturbing political
trend in this country & wew and open confrontation ‘between the
UNP and the TULF, at the DC elections.

President Jeyawardene too has made it clear when he addressed
gatherings at Kinniya and Seruwela. (in the Trincomalee District )
that the UNP had nominated Tamil candidates in several districts,
the only criterlon being that the candidates accepted the policy of
the party and made their contribution to bring about & United Sri Lanka,

“ Decentralisation ™, "' Devolution " " Participation '’ seem to bave
dropped out of the national voeabulary. An unnecessary flannting of
political might has erupted, portending once again dark and billowing
clouds in the national horizon. .

It is very unfortunate that Districi Developmeni Councils which
were created to solve the problem of national unity by offering to every
community in this country the opportunity to solve its problems by
reference toits own eultural framework, should now display ominous
symptoms of deteriorating into a Comncil which would work out its
‘programme under the same old large ‘' flag” billowing lordly over
the 24 district secretariates.

With such an open confrontation between the government party
and the opposition parties that lave become perceptably weaker, in
recent times for reasons we need not dilate here, we wonder what
kind of " devolution "’ is envisaged in the setting up of the Deve-
lopment Councils.

-If the same party which controls the Central Government takes
charge virtually of the District administration also, what would be the
meaning of ' decentralisation " of power ?

These are some of the thoughts that painfully arise in our mind
as we read the speeches made by our government party leaders and
by our Tamil speaking party supporters of the government, at their
propaganda meetings organised particularly in the Tamil speaking
areas. | Trincomalee and Jaffoa have been the main “ targets” ]

We do not doubt the good iﬁtanlions. President Jeyawardena had,
when he appointed the Presidential Commission on " Devolution, ”

He did nof, weare sure, then envisage a District Administration
system which will fall eventvally under the tutelage of the Central
government by the devious process of making the power of the Dis-
trict Minister and the Executive Committee supreme through a ‘one-
party ’ hegemony. . -

The overriding concern now of the Uuited National Party to
consolidate its position at the district level even in the Tamil speaking
areas is perhaps understandable in the context particularly of the recent

policy statement of the SLFP and the decision of other Left Parties

(as the LSSP and CP) to keep out of the District Councils' fray.

But political developments in a country cannot negate or modify
the ultimate goal of " development” which is closely tied up with
s0Ci0 - €conomic progress.

Prof- Josef Pajetska, an eminent Polish Economist wﬁting recently

on devolopment for socio - economic progress makes the following
illuminating comment :(—

“1t is by coupling skilfully the two problems, development
for whom and development through whom that economic and,
social objectives become integrated with the most favourable
effect on overall socio - economic progress. ™

If the human being is central to development as Prof. Pajetska
implies, we wonder what relevance our contemporary acrimonious

party rivalries have, in the context of District Development Council
administration,

Opportunist sections of affluent Tamils may have felt, like many
others, an electric sensation of wealth and achievement under the
present regime as to forget their identity in their new found "Utopia”,

“But. whether we are affluent or indigent our " ticket to pational
po].ltll?ﬁ " will ultimately be judged not only by our fidelity to our
our " party” but alse by our loyalty to our language, our culture,

our re.ligion and by our wnderstanding of our individual situations in
& regional context,

. This is the struggle that is now going on behind the front line
in the _Narthern and Eastern provinces — the struggle between the
UN'P with its Tamil speaking supporters of careerists and epportunists
trying to fill as many places as possible in the District

and the TULF striving to make the District Council a
force ( despite its built -

Councils
: genuine local
‘o advantages to the ruling party ),

If District Councils are intended to promote
{.a.s we are sure they are meant to to be ), our
ting ifrue tn a cullural setting.

For, "

national harmony
nationalism st

when all else is equal, SAyS & writer

" there is no doubt
that a people works better for itself under its ow

D flag, its own style,

District Development
Councils,
of the

Some important features
D D C Councils have been given
below  for the benefit of our
overseas readers:
Executive Committee:

Each Development Council

will have an Executive Commitiee
composed of the District Minister
the Chairman of the Development
Council and not more than fwo
members of the DC appointed by
the District Minister in econgul-
tation with the Chairman.

The District Minister will be
the head of the Executive Com-
mittee in consultation with the
Chairman and with the concurrence
of the President,

The executive functions will
be carried out by the Executive
Committee which Is an arm of the
Development Council while the
legislative functions are cartied
out by the Council itself constitn-
ted by all the members except,
the District Minister unless be
happens to be one of the M Ps
of the District for which the D C
is constituted,

Voting:

Each political party or inde-
pendent group will submit a list of
candidates arranged in order of
priority, Every racognised party
or independent group polling less
than ene eighth of the total
votes polled at the election wil)
be disqualified.

The votes polled by the disquali
-fied partis and independent groups
have to be dedueted from the
total votes polled and the mumber
of votes resulting from such dedu-
ction is referred to as the relevant
number of votes.

The relevant number of votes™

is divided by the: number of
members to be elected for the
particular district as specified by
the President. The number resulting
from such divison is known as
the resulting number.

The number of votes polled
by each political party or in-
dependent Group is then divided
by the resulting number to deter-
mine the number of seats to
which each party is entitled,
begining with the party or group
whieh polled the highest number
of votes.

The names at the top of the
list are more likely to be declared
elected.

The Chairman

After all the members of the
D C have been elected, the Retu-
rning  Offiecr shall declare the
candidate whose pame appears
first in the nominatin papers of
the recognised party or independeut
group to which the highist num-
ber of votes has been givin as
the Chairman of the Development
Cm‘mcil.

Voters:

75 million voters are eligible
to cast their votes en 4-6-81 at
6814 polling stations.

Schools re-open

Most of the Private Schools
in the country re-open on Monday
{4--5-81) while all Government
Schools re-open on 11-5-81 because
many [alls in these schools have
been centres for the April AL
Examination.

Government Schools through-
out the island are faced with an
acute shortage of teachers, parti-
cularly in Science, Mathematies
and English, All teachers in theee
subjects are given extension of
service till 60.

Maldives has made an appeal
to Sri Lanka for the release of
some teachers. in Secience and
Mathematics,

In the meanwhile, a large
number of Science graduates
churned out by our Universities
are unemployed. The government
at the moment is unable fo meet
the financial implications of fresh

graduate appoiniments.

Mauoy government schools do
not have the staff necessary to
teach all the four subjects in the
AL (Science) classes. Unemployed
Graduates, appointed on facilities
fees fill the gap in some schools.

Since the tutories take over
after 3-30 p. m. the problem of
‘shortage’ is not felt by the stu-
dents. But ' Education’ in the
country is faciog a ° crisis’,

Navajeevanam Fellowship

Navajeevanam celebrates its
22nd Anniversary today. A book-
let published in connection with
the anniversary givesa pancrama
of the varied projects on which
the Fellowship had embarked, some
of them with generous aid from
foreign agencies.

There is hardly an area of
human development in which the
Navajeevanam Fellowship is not
involved. Agriculture, small indust-
ries, apprenticeship training, creche
training, pre-school education, trai-
ning for bhamdicapped and disabled
persons are some of the "fields”
in which Navajeevanam has at-
tempted to serve the community
at large. ’

Appropriate technology is the
latest experiment which would ght
under way when the couple from
Britain sponsored by the British
Council arrive at the Centre. The
*expert ' will take charge of this
new ‘field' and his wife will halp
in pre-education for children at
the centre and also teach English
for the boys. They will stay at
Navajeevanam for two years.

We send Navajecvanam our
greetings,

Municipal Councils and
Urban Councils:

With the coming into being of

the Development Councils, the
Village Councils and Town Coun-
cils will cease to exist. The

Councils will take over the duties
and functlons presently exercissd
by special Commissioners,

Councils and
will continue to

But Municipal
Urban Councils
function.
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