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Youth Camp at Karainagar

" The Witness of the Church"
was the theme of the Aunnual
Youth Camp of the Jaffna Diocese
of the CSI held at Casuarina
Beach from the 21st to the 25th
of April, 1981,

Rev. 5. N, Sugunananthan, was
the Programme Co-ordinator and
Rev. J. ]. Ratnarajah, the Chaplain,
Addresses at the sessions were
given by the following on subjects
related to the main theme :—
Mr. J. S. David
— " Sensitivity to other’s peeds”
Rev. J. ]. Ratnarajah

— Preaching the Gospel
Mr. Nesan Kadirgamar

- —The Call to cbedience and service

The Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar
— The Ministry of the Church
Mr. Silan Kathirgamar
— The Church’s Mission outside
the Church walls
Four Bible Studies were conducted
by Rev. A. Jeyakumaran on the
theme.

There were group meetings
and groap presentations each

Swimmmg lessons by Dr.
of Jaffna College
dre afl the camp.
19 girls parti-
Rev. T. S-

ah, Presbyter of the Ka-
rainagar Church was in charge
of all arrangaments ably assisted
by Mr. S. Ratnavel. Mrs. N. Ka-
dirgamar officiated as Matron at
the camp.

" There were in all eight
cessionss "', the last of which was
g Panel Discussion.

The participants visited the
JDCSI Farm at Varany on
22-4-81 when a new building was
declared open by the G. A, Jaffna.

The Camp concluded on
25-4-81 at 3 p.m. witha closing
Service.

Kankesanthurai Church [JDCSI)

Inaugural Meeting the
Youth League

The inapgural meeting of the
K.K.S. Charch Youth League
was held on Sunday the 3rd of
May in the School Hall,

Mr, Prioce Rainam, the
Worker in charge of the Church
Presided. Mr. P.]. Suriyakomar
of the Christa Seva Ashram,
Chunnakam addressed the Youth.
He gave some suggestions on how
the Youth could help in building
pp the Church.

This was followed by the
election of Office Bearers. The
following were elected office bearers:

President — Mr. Suriyakumar
Daniel; Secretary : Mizs, Kamala
Thamboe; Treasurer ; Mr. Wesley
Guoanasekaram. A Committee of
gight members was also elected.
The meeting terminated with a
Prayer by Mr, Suriyakumar,
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Preachers
Mr. S, D. Thiagarajah
Rev. S. Jeyanesan
Mr. G. Y. Navaratnam

Chavakachcheri Mr; W N. Thevakadacham
Mr. P. Naveendranugoolan
Varany - Kudathani Rev. J. M. Rajakulendran
Uduppiddy Mr, 5. D. Ponniah
. Atchuvely Mr. A. T. Thambiappah
9, Erlalai North Mr. N. Subramaniyam
10. Erlalai South Mr. Christie Robert
11. Tellipallai Mr. N. Sathiyamoorthy
12. Kankesanthurai Mr. V. Rajkumar
13. Uduvwil Mr. A. K, Sinnathamby
14, Manipay Mr. G. Rajanayagam
15. Navaly Mr. P. E. Thanarajasingam
16. Annaikoddai Mr. E. P. Solomgns ?
17. Pandatherippu Mr. J. C. Mather
18. Alaveddi - Sundlllpa]r Mr. K. Chelliah
19. Moolai Mr. Prince Ratnam
20. Chankanai Mr, 8. J. Manicam
21. Vaddukoddai Mr. 5. Jebanesan
22. Araly Mr, S. Pancharatpam

23. Karainagar
24. Pungudutivu - Velanai
25, Delit

Mrs. A. N. L. Viraspi]lﬁi
Mr. K- Thevanesan

Rev, S. C. Arnold

Too much is expected
of Pastors’ wives

The National Federation of
Kyodan Women's Societies has
brought out a book in which a

number of wives of Pastors have
“foctseed™ on " the fences of
Pastors' wives in an.

‘A pastor’s wife " says the
book "is expected to be sweet and
humble, to have a firm faith, to
play the organ, and dress simply
(no cosmetics or jewellery) yet not
look shabby: she must treat every-
one cordially and never display a
temper, ”

The book concludes with &
discussion on the role of the pas-
tor's wife. Some regard her role
as a sacred calling similar to the
Pastor’s.

Others reject this wview in-
sisting that the Pastor's wife is
a lay Christian like any other and
her responsibility is simply to
gerve the Church like any other
Church member, no more, no less.

There is much more in this
book about the attitudes and real
life situations of pastors’ wives.
When, we wonder, would we have
a book written by pastors’ husbands?

[NCE Review Feb. 1981]

The Kurunegala Train Crash

The train driver of the Jaffna
Night mail who took over from
Anuradhapura, Mr. Peter Delpa-
chitra will be charged before the
High Court of Kurunegala for
causing the death of 12 passangers
and injury for over & hundred,
in the worst rail tragedy in re-
cent times.

The tragedy oceurred early
in January thiz  year when
the Jaftna mail train ploughed
inte the Batticaloa train at the
Kurunegalla Station.

A Rs. 4lakh award has been
recommended by the Compensation
Committee to be paid to the
victim8.

CCA —
Pre Assembly Events

Three major meetings will
precede the CCA Assembly at
Bsngalnra [}&ay 18 to 2
Tl s L
Forum and
cal Course (AEC).

Youth Forunt (May 11—16).
This will bring together youth
delegates (27 years or younger)
and those who register as ste-
wards, There will be 30 stewards,
15 from India.

Women's Forum (May 14-—17)
The aim of this Forum will be
to discover ways by which women's
contribution would be felt in the
assembly. :

The A stan Hcumenical
Course (May 5—29) will include
visits to various centres in India
to gain on understanding ef Indian
realities which would constitute
the context of the Indian Church’s
witness.

This course will be generally
for assistant or associate general
of the CCA member
those who hold

Secretaries
Churches
offices.

and

Putney Church, London
Mather — Rajanayagam

The marriage of Jayantha
Mather, Engineer, Christiania Niel-
son London, son of the Late
Mr. Victor Mather & Mrs. Victor
Mather of ‘' Bonnigton " Manipay
to Mohana Rajanayagam, daughter
of Mr. A. K. Rajanayagam and
Mrs, Rajapayagam of No. 655
K, K. S, HKoad, Jalina took place
at Putoey Methodist Church,
London on the 20th April, 1951
at 3.30 p. m.

the Asign Ecumem‘-

The General Manager
of the Bank of Ceylon.
for 16 Years

The death of Mr, Chelliah
Loganathan, formerly General
Manpager of the Bank of Ceylon
removes from the scene one of
the -great sons of the soil,

He was the first Sri Lankan
General Manager of the Bank of
Ceylon, and later occupied such
responsible positions as General
Manager of the Development Fi-
nance Corporation of Sri Lanka,
Consultant to the United Nations-
Asian Institute for Ecopomic Dey-
elopment and Plagaivg in Bangkok,
and Advisor to the World Bank
in  Washington. He was also
member of Planning Commission
in the first Bandaranayake Go-
vernment (1956—1959), ]

His greatest contribution to
!ievelnped and developing coutitries

The Loganathan Plan " —a
wall known classic which remains
8 Reference to heads of Govern-
ments and financial experts. He
was & pioneer in championing the
human aspeet in econemie planning
that workers must have a share
in the companies where they toil,
if ﬂemoera.cy is tﬂ be m vgiul
; !

_uf banking business, he
responsible for one of the earliest
Hotel Projects in Sri Lanka —
The Hotel Taprobane.

Mr. Loganathan was a student
at Jafina College where he studied
for a brief period in the Inter-
mediate in Arts class in the early
thirties. His brother the late Mr.
Tharmakulasingham, Attorney-at-
law was alsoa student at Jaffma
College.

Mr. Logapathan continued
his loyalty to his old school and
to the Mission. He was the Chief
Guest at the Union College Prize
Givipg in 1958 on the invitation
of Mr. 1. P. Thurairatuam, whao
was then Principal of the School.

took place on
7.5-81 at his ancestral home
at Vethariniya Valavu in
Uduvil East, and bis bady was
cremated at the Uduvil Crema-
torium at Maruthanamadam.

His funeral’

IN BRIEF

O Currently in session is an
I15-Service programme for Tea-
chers in Chrlstmn:l}r in State
and Prtvate Sehools. The venue
is St. Thomas' Collegiate School
at Bandarawela. The Seminar
is being conducted trilingually.
Free train travel. food and ac-
‘commodation is bemg‘pmvided.

QO The Insurance Corporation
of Sri Lanka bas decided * on
making & Re. 60 million invest:
ment in Property Development
Limited ( PDL ), the Bank of
Ceylon's high rise building pro-
ject on Echelon Squre in
Colombo Fort,
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EDITORIAL

Sri Lanka In An Asian Perspective

The visit of our Prime Minister to Asian countries on the eve
of important political developments at home bas been, in our view

quite opportune.

" A guest sees more in an hour than a host in a year " yuns
an old Polish proverb. Prime Minister Premadasa wm.:]d have, we
are sure. during his sixteen-day visit seen more of the Asian scene than
what was visible to the Asian rulers.

He would i:ava also had an opportunity for self-reflection on some
of our national problems, as he set them against a poht_ica.] sceuar}o
where conflicts often smoulder in more serious dimensions than in

Sri Lanka.

President Ferdinand Matcos of the Phillipines in an emotional
‘ceremony only three months ago at Malacanang Falace issued Proe-
lamation 2045 which ended, according to him eight‘ ?vears and four
months of Martial Law. [The elections in the Phillipines are sche-
duled for 1984. 1

But as an observer put it, it was ' the shell of Martial Law”'
that was removed. All the president’s powers from A to Z remain
in terms of Amendment Six of the 1973 Constitution.

The army has been asked to continue to tackle all politically -
motivated crimes while the police will pick - up the criminal cases
that ‘will go before the civil courts.

This means in effect that Martial Law has been lifted for thieves
and brigands but will continue to be in force for anti- Marcos

political ‘activists.

As for the media net work, the financial outlay [ estimated at
US 12.8 million dollars) to start a Manila Daily, is too great a
risk for any independent private investor.

President Marcos, welcoming the Pope at Manila Airport in
February this year spoke of political dissidents with 'strapge secular
ideologies’ who advocated violence. But the Pope spoke out that
very afternoon of the temptation of governments to suppress the

rights of people.

" Any apparent conflict between the needs of security and those
of the fundamental rights of citizens.” the Pope said ' must be
‘resolved according’ to the principle.that the social organisation exists
only to preserve man and his dignity. "

Indonesia, which has the fifth largest population in the world
is an Asian paradox where, with all its vast development projects
{ we note that President Suharto bas agreed to supply petroleum to
Sri Lanka ), the country remains poor,

Foreign investors may be attracted by the county’s siren, song.
Bat its 300 ethnic groups who speak over 250 distinct languages
live in the backwoods.

Political conditions in Sri Lanka are not of course in many
ways identical with those in other Asian countries, Religious freedom,
freedom of the Press, freedom of private enterprise’ and now our
freedom’ to ‘" devolve”, underscore our commitment to democratic
ideals both at the national as well as at the grass root level.

But democracy, like many of our metals in use, cannot bear the
imprint of eternity unless every care is taken to preserve it through
all kinds of weatber and from the ravages of corrosives.

A potent ‘corrosive’ of democracy in the Asian political scene
is what a writer describes as ' a marriage of convenience, "’

The contracting parties in this “marriage’ are the couniry’s bureau-
“cracy and the ruling party " he owns a luxury car and she owns a
petrol station” [We note that in Sri Lanka now, many petrol
stations, as their name boards denote, are owned by women, ]

The United National Party in Sri Lanka has offered every
opportunity for Private enterprise to team up with the state beginning
from public transport to medical education. One of the latest moves

of the government is to form Joint - stock Companies in the sphere
of agricultural development,

Laudable as these " marriagés of convenience " are, great care
should be taken by the state to see that the country is not turned
into an elysium for careerists and opportunists who would be tempted
to exploit the State without compunction in return

for political ad,
vantages.

In our editorial columns in the last two weeks, we have drawn
atttention to the responsibility that now rests on the roling party as
well as other parties in thig country to regard the Election to the

Development Councils with an uncommon measure of integrily,

The DDC Bill has been passed in Parliament,

i But our problem
does not end there, " The war is won,

but the battle is not dope."

SOME THOUGHTS ON EVANGELISM

— Mark

1. Without religious osten-
tation or faddiness, we surely need
to confess ourselves as Christians
to our friends and neighbours and
visitors. 1 am all for a modest,
thoughtful Christlan ** presence ”
in modern society : we have So
much to unlearn about past ftri-
umphalist and intolerant attitudes.

"But 1 have never been comfortable

with those, especially in student
groups, who have asked for an
anonymous Christian presence.
We can all smile at the Victo-
rian home with the large black
Bible prominently displayed in the

best parlour, and an appropriate
text hung in the pantry; but I
am dismayed to wisit many

Christian homes these days and
find almost no symbol, no picture,
no cress or ecrucifix which may
show, even in the quietest way,
that here ig a Christian family,
Again, the virtual dissappearance
of grace at meals or any kind of
family prayers bas been, in my
opinion, a distinet loss. (American
and continental families bave been
much wiser in this respect). No-
body can expect long family pe-
titions in the mad morning break-
fast rush, but surely once a wesk,
may be at Sunday dinner, a family
can give thanks (and certainly need
not ask a visiting clergymen to
do it for them ).

None of this is for spiritual
pride, or to suggest that we as
Christians are " better ” than our
neighbours. It is justto acknow-
ledge that we are not ashamed
of sour faith, Indeed, in matters
of family cersmonies and traditions,
our Jewish friends are so much
wiser than we have been in re.
cent years, :

Both Personal Spirituality and
Political Involvement

2, In the last decade, the old
tensions between " social justice
Christians and “personal witness”
Christians have both increased
and slackened. They have a little
diminished because a notable num-
ber of Evangelicals all over the
world bhave now joined many
other believers In accepting the
essential social dimensions of the
Gospel. and in - condemning the
kind of evangelist who preaches
individal salvation — for instance
in South Korea or a plush Bir-
mingham suburb — without empha-
sising also thata commitment to
Jesus Christ means alsoa costly
commitment to the poor, the
tortured and the oppressed. But
sometimes such tensions have in-
creased, partly, if I may speak
frankly, because many Christians
who are passionately dedicated to

social change have much under-
emphasised questions of persenal
identity and eommitment, of in-

Gibbs —
dividual beliefs and doubt, and
of spiritual support in suffering
and death,

I believe that we can now
work out some of these tensions
more calmly and helpfully than
for many past years, especially if
we bring together Christians from
different Churches and traditions.
It is surely clear that a style of
evangelism is defective if it leaves
us in comfortable and untroubled
life styles. Itis also evident that
a passionate involvement in one
social cause after another—Kam-
puchea, disarmament, even whales
—is not in itself a completely
satisfactory way in which to grow
into mature Christian living, We
need also opportunities for reflee-
tion, for worship and for the
development of both a personal
and 2 communal spirituality,

3. Though of course glib talk
about God and Jesus and salva-
tion will be pretty useless if onr
ways of living contradict our ver-~
bal commitment, there is a res-
ponsibility laid upon wus to be
" ready always to give an answer”
about the hope that is in us.
(1 Peter -3 - 15) It is not a matter
of shouting at indifferent shopping
crowds from a socap box; it is a
question of being ready to try to
explain what we beleive when
people ask. Awnd people do ask,
on matters as diverse as marriage,
death. drugs, personal spending,
Christian Aid, nuclear war and

prayer. Semetimes they are ge-
nuinely, though =z little uncom-
fortably, interested in why we

have these funny “religious” atti-
tudes. Quite often ( more often
than we recognise ) they have some
sincere though perhaps only semi-
Christian beliefs and longings,
which we can help them with,
These days so many more peaple
say their prayers and try to “be
a Christian "' have never committed
themselves to active Church mem-
bership. We have a real obligation
to be able to help sensibly in
such conversations, -

Such a readiness to talk about
our faith must include an openness
to say "I don’t know” or "1
frankly don't understand that” when
necessary. To witness to the eg-
sentials of the Gospel is uot te
offer a blind faith inall the dog-
mas and traditions of Christian
histery or to accept uncritically
all those tracts of the Cathelic
Truth Society. Christians are
seekers and pilgrims, and we ask
others to join us on the journey.
We simply don't have all the
answers, though we are not asha-
med to claim that God has given
us some signs of " his purposes
for wus.

— Awdenshaw Papers

A newly constituted copsul-
tative group in future will deal
with social concerns of common
interest between the \World Coun-
cil of Churches and the Roman
Catholic Church.

The creation of the consulta”
tive group was decided at a ses-
sion -of the Joint Working group

Soéial Issues betWee;-Geneva & Ro!;e

(JWG) of the WCC and the Ro-
man Catholic Choreh in Rome,
The JWG wants to ensure
that social concerns remain on
the agenda in spite of the demise
from the end of 1980 of SODE
PAX (Committee on Sacisty,
Development and Peace ).
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