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. .DC Election results refute -

anti-TULF Propaganda

A report issued by Mr.‘T‘
Sivasithamparam M. P., Vavuniya
bas the following statistics to
prove the strength of the TULF
in the Tamil speaking areas, out-
side Jaffna.

In Mannar, Vavuniya and
Mullaitive,  the TULF  polled
48,332 votes. It denotes that 57.4
per cent of the people _supported
the TULF. In these three districts
17 per cent belong to the majo-
rity community.

_In Trincomalee, 30 per cent
of the population are Sinhalese.

_ Still, the TULF registered 44,692

yotes, representing 57.3 per cent.

In the Batticaloa District
where 5 per cent of the people
are Sinhalese and where there
are two UNP Ministers of State
and one UNP member of Parlia-
ment and only one TULF mem-
ber of Parliament and where 24
per cent of the population are
Muslims, the TULF registered
74,302 votes representing 59 per
cent. !

Even at Amparai where there

State and two UNP Members of
Parliament and where 31 per cent
of the population are Sinhalese,
47 . per cent are Muslims, the
TULF registered 37,875 votes
representing 29.4 per cent.

Comment

Appointment of a
Commission

In fact no
really necessary to find out what
happened and who was responsible.

commission is

The acts of arson and of
other damage and violence inelu-
ding killings are identifiable and
known.

The fact that this was done
by a section of the  auxiliary
Police that the
goveroment sent to Jaflna inorder
" to maintain law and order and

a peaceful

( and volunteer )

Development Counci)
Poll " is also common ground,

In Parliament this was ad-
mitted by
sanayake whe was himself present
at the spot and both he and
Alwis  publicly
apologised for what a section of
the police had done.

Anandatissa de

The actual identity of the
persons responsible for arson and
violence is a matter for the CID
and the Courts and no Commission
ean be equipped or competent to
do this job of investigation.
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Minister Gamini Dis-

The Public Library’s
Baptism of Fire

The last recorded destruction
of a library in the sub-continent
was towards the end of the 12th
century when a Central Asian
horde under Khilji annihilated
Nalanda University, the famed
Buddhist seal of learning in North
India, with a three - block lib-
rary, one nine storeys high. It
was then nearly 800 years after
that, on the inglorious  first

of June 1981, the priceless
collection of mearly 100,000
books in the Jaffoa Public

Library was consigned to the
flames and a building which was
the architectural pride of the
North severely damaged. It was
in the early 40's that District
Court Secretary Chellappah pione-
ered the movement which resulted
over the decades in one of the
finest libraries in the land. It isa
heart-rending spectacle to thase
associated with the movement from
the b eginning., The grimmer is the
tragedy because the perpetrators
of this dark deed were no other

* thap those who were expected to

be custodians of law and order
and the moment chosen for their
misguided action was the eve of

Would that we realized that
the loss is not just tothe North
and to learning among the Tamils?
It is a deep dent in the country’s

intellectual system and loss too
to the international community of
learning. So don’t send to find
for whom the bell tolls!

But, did not A. N. Whitehead
say that at the terminal period of
the Greek and Roman contribution
to European civilisation, the fate
of that civilisation was saved by
the fortunate irruptions of barba-
rions and the rise of two new
religions, Christianity and Islamj
Learning did not cease in Indig
with the dismantling of Asia's then
best collection of manuscripts at
Nalanda and the disbandment of
the then world’s finest assemblage
of scholars. Was it not in sub-
sequent centuries that Indian
scholars, writers and scientists
make their great contributions in
other Indian languages besides
Sanskrit, Pali and Tamil, and in
lapguagss like English, Ok, to take
an example from another field,
was it not following the Great
Fire of 1666, London emerged as
& great city of brick, stone and
concrete and in some ways the
World’s  Capital City, built on
ashes of an erst - while timber -
built town ? It has often times hap-
pened that such deep tragic ex-
periences in the history of a peaple
have proved a turning point in
their life where their turned a
disaster into a triumph,

It is heartening thercfors to
mote that, on the advice of the
Library Committee the City Fathers
have decided to immediately re
Open in an improvised place,
children's

the
gection and the perig

Spoilil. Votes at D C

Elections (4-6-81)
1. Colombo — 54,815
2. Gampaha — 39,432
3. Kalutura — 15,705
4, Galle — 15,332
5. Badulla — 12,688
6. Anuradhapura - 7419
7. Jaffoa = #4333
8. Amparai —i 3,655
9, Matale — 2,961
10. Trincomalee — " LES%
11. Hambantota - 1,392
12. Pollanarawa - 1,265
13. Batticaloa = 1,092
14. Vavuniya o 527
15. Maullaitiva — 173
16. Mannar — 169
17. Puttalam

( figures not ' available )

dical and newspapers rooms. It
is fulfilling an obligation east by
the Human Rights Declaration in
article 26 and 19, In due course
even before the library is re-built
let s hope that the Library will
resume its role as an agent of Con-
tinuing Education. And in the
long term it could become the
Centre for a system of libraries
in the region and partake tgo of

people of Sri Lanka.

Towards re-designing and re-
building the Library in due time,
the tax-payer apart, men of meang
and men with the architect’s ge-
nius have an obligation. Towards
re-stocking the library, there is &an
obligation on the part of those
who bave books or could get at
books, regardless of geographical
frontiers. But the immediate ob-
ligation is to citizens of the City,
Will every family contribute one
book each and
books by the
bhundreds ?

those who can,
tens and by the

The purpose of a generay
public library is somewhat the
same as that of education ag con-
ceived today, If education * seeks
to implant a senge of beritage

and impart a vision of the future
in the minds
continpe

of the young and
through life to stress
that sense of heritage and enlarge
that wvision of things to be, so

does & modern public library. The

library then is much more than
a ‘classified stock of books and
audio - visual aids. It hag to be

n its building design and mode
of functioning an educational ins-
titution within its walls and with-
aut. Well may we say that a
City's Public Library is the eye
of the city by which the citizensg
are able to behold the
of their heritage

greatness
and behold the

still pgreater greatness of their

future.

K. Nesiah

IN MEMORIAM

IN LoviNg MEMORY
oF
My Dear Husband
David Jeyasingham
who passed away

December 13th. 1980
Rememberence is a golden chain,
Death tries to break but all in vain,
To have, to love, and Lhen to part.
Is the greatest sorrow of my hearé.
Time may wipe out many things.
But this it wipes out never.

The memory of those happy days,
When we were all togeiher.

Sadly missed by wife
Elizabeth Rose
Cananda,

IN MEMORIAM

* w6

TREASURED MEMORY
Thambapillai, D. J.
Our dearly beloved Father -
Seven months have
tpassed painfully,
Without your counsel
love and care,
We miss you and mourn
Jor you in silence unsean,
And dwsll in memories
of days that have Been,
Unknown to the world
vou stand by our side,
And whisper sofily .
death cannoni Divide,

Affectionately remembered and
sadly missed by your ever
Sorrowing Children,

Jaffna College

Farewell to
Mrs. Mithrathasan

On Friday the 12th instant
the teachers and students of Jaffoa
College accorded a farewell to
Mrs. Dhanaranjini Mithratbasan
who was a teacher of English
and Western Music on the eve
of her departure to the States
with her family to setile down
there. Mr: & Mrs. Mithrathasan
were taken in procession from the
entrance of the College Gate to
the Ottley Hall. Speeches were
made by the Priocipal Mr. A.
Kadirgamar, the President of the
School Council and Students of
the Junior School and Secondary
School. Mrs, Mithrathasan thanked
the students profusely and said
that Jaffna College was part and
parcel of her lfe,
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Impenetrable Tangles

a modern cfilic
the

' Constancy, far from being a virtue"
" eeemis often o be ithe besetting sin of the human race....
cause of most wars and practically all persecutions .

says

have bheen in recent times
which in our view, does not

Politics and polemics in. Sri Lanka

characterised by a grim " gonsifncy
appear to bear an aura of " virtue ",

The depths of the quagmire of injustices mnd insults perpetrated
on innocent people in Jaffoa cannot be atoned for, by the appointment
of apother Cammission.

The ink is not yet dry on the Sansoni Commisson Report which
probed into a number of brutal killings of Tamil people and th‘g
extensive looting of their property. Many who had lost all their
earthly belongings in the August 1977 racial riots thought t.hat redress
was pending the release of the Commission Report, To this day they
remain a disillusioned lot.

Commissions by themselves cannot solve national problems nor
can they alleviate individual suffering. Wla have seen for ourselves
that the political climate in the country hgs 'uot been _the less murky
because of the Commissions appointed from time to time.

Some fundamental factors must be borne in mind by the govern-
ment as it now seeks to uoravel another tangled crisis in the political

life of the nation.

President Jeyawardene bas committed tb_e prestige of his cﬁ?}cg
to the settlement of the I‘amil problem and to this end The Devolution
Scheme should be put to the test in a manner as to prove b:ey:oFd
all reasonable doubt (to borrow a legal expression ) th?. credibility
of the UNP government (as reflected in its 1977 Manifesto ).

Time is ronning out. The situation must now be faced squarely.
We must remember that the erisis of 1981 has taken .a heavy
toll not merely in the gutting of shops and public buildings in Jaffna
but in the much’ larger dimension of making a serious dent in our
national image which is not easy to cover up or camouflage.

** Terrorism in the North™ should. be treated as a subject by
jtself without using it as a smokescreen to undermine the fundamental
rights of the Tamil people in the North, even as the alleged
- terrorism in the South ” (of which some 300 persons have testified
this v:va's.l‘: before the Police Team officially probing into " incidents
in Jaffna ') should net be used to make life more difficult for any
segment of people in the South.

Above all, Development in the Jaffna District shoud not be
treated as in any way different from Development in any other
'district in the island.

Outlining his vision of District Development through DCs, the
Prime Minister has said :—
There are varions resources inherent in each district a culture
_in each district, @ music relevant to a district, cusfoms relevant toa
district. There is evena difference in the language we speak in
the different districts. oL

The Jaffna District answers to this very homely analysis of
‘district resources’, as much as any other district in the South, We
have “ an individuality " even as any of the other 23 districts in
the country. We are by no means a freak in the Northern part of
Sri Lanka. ;

Yet, it was chillingly apparent that the atmosphere in the Jaffna
District was redolent of a gymunasium during the week of the District
Council Elections. !

" Fact , it is eaid,

"‘consists in knowing how for we can go
too far .

Engineers for Government Service

A Selection Committee com-
prising, three Secretaries of Mi-
nistries bas been appointed, (o
recruit om open applications en-
gineers of all categories for govern-
ment service.

ject to a maximum of Rs. 7000
& month (inclusive of allowances)

538 eogineers have left gO-
vernment service in the past three
years. 48 have retired, Those who
have left government service in-
clude 59 mechanical engineers and

The salary attached 85 electrical engineers. More than

to the

new _DDStS will be according to balf of them are chartered engi-
qualification and 'experience sub- neers,
Two important Souvenirs

Two important publications ope bundred years of the Jafina
will PB f"”e"‘sed shortly, Ope is College Alumini Association.
the Special Number of the Jaflna
College Miscellany which marks Bath these souvenirs are ex
hundred years.of its publication, pected to be of reterence value
The other isan igsue which marks in the field of educational research,

Colombo University

Dr. P. R. Anthonis, the emi-
pent Surgeon of Sri Lanka has
been appointed Vice - Chancellor
of Colombo University by FPresi-
dent J. R. Jeyawardene,

Dr. Anthonis is an old boy
of St. Peter's College, Bambala-
pitiya and has the unique record
in the Medical College of coming
first in the first class in @il the
Medical College Examipations.

His interests are not confined
to Medicine. He has, it is said
one of the best collections of
books on Ceylon Histery.

The CPSL on

“Incidents in Jaffna ”
(From @& news Report in ‘Forcward')

The Political Bureau of the
Communist Party in Sri Lanka
in a resolution adopted on 9-6-81
has stated that the party is con-
vinced that it is impossible to
restore conditions of normality in
Jaffna as long as this part of the
country is treated by the govern-
ment ' like the occupied territory
of an enemy state”

Among its demands are that
a) a poblic inquiry be held into
the composition political character
and method of selection of the
so-called ' volunteers ” included
in the augmented police force
sent to Jaffaa,

b) The government gives a full
and public account of the activities
af the Ministers and supporters
that it sent to Jaffna to conduct
the UNP’s DDC election cam-
paign, including the persons res-
ponsible for ordering the arrest
of the Leader of the opposition
ond other TULF MPs on the
morning of the elections ,

[Mr. Pieter Keuneman, the
General Secretary of the Party
visited Jaffoa on 5-6-81].

O  Aptitude Test for Teachers:
All teachers recruited by the
Government after 1-10-77 and
whose appointments have not
been confirmed are required to
sit for an examination, shortly.

This follows the discovery
that more than 4000 of the
21,000 teachers recruited from

1977—78 bad 5o minimam
gualifications. 4

O Fort Church Service: An
Inter - denominational Vesper

Service will be held at the Fort
Chburch on Sunday (28.6.81)
at the Fort Cburch, Jaffna,

St. James Church, Nallor is
organising this service on behalf
of the Christian Uniop.

O The Cost of Specialisation »
According to Dr. N, Karupa-
tillake, Senior Deputy Governor
of the Central Bank, @ specia
lised course for three weeks on
any subject abroad wil cost the
equivalent of Rs. 100,000 in
Sri Lankan currency and ob-
taining a Master's Degree will
cost Rs. 400,000. He was
referring specially to fields like
Banking and Economies,
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Council
by Professor A. J. Wilson
Chairman, Department of
Political Science
University of
New Brunswick, Canada

As has been stated, if
an Executive Committee is dis-
salved by the President of Sri
Lanka, owing to irreconcilable
differences between it and the
District Minister, another which
conumands the confidence of the

District Development Council must

be  constituted by the Dis-
trict Minister, Neor is there and
provision in the District Deve-

lopmet Councils Act for District
Development Councils to be su-
perseded by the central govern-
ment in the event of the decla-
ration of a state of emergency as
in India and Malasia. A Dis-
trict Development 'Council ean
only be dissolved on stated grounds
as are laid down in Section 63 (1)
of the Act, namely incompetence,
mismanagement, default and! neg-
lect in carrying out its duties, or
abuse of power. But dissolution
cannot take place merely becanse
the Minister in charge may think

that such offences have been
committed by a Council. See.
tion 63 (3) of the Act requires

the Minister to have the Conn-
cil investigated by a retired judi
cial officer. Further more the order
for the removal of the Chairman
and of all or any of the elected
member of the Council must be
laid before Parliament. None of
these safeguards against a possi-
ble abuse of power by the cen- S
tral government is available to |
the States in the Indian and :
Malasian Federations, ’

The Executive Committees
of the District Development Coun-
cils are therefore in a stronger
pesition to cooperate and bargain
with the central government, See-
tions 39 to 43 of the Act places
the burden of planning on a va-
riety of subjects such as agriculture
cooperative development, cultural
affairs, edueation, employment,
fiaheries, health. food, thousing,
land uwse and land development,
rural development and small and
medium scale industries on the
Executive Committee and the Dist-
rict Development Council, No
donbt the Minister incharge (in
this instance the Prime Minister
who is also Minister of Local
Government) and the line ministers
of the central government have
the power to wield the hlue pencil.
But this is also the case in the
Indian  Malaysian Federations,
And if approval and finances are
to be secured from the central
government in Sri Lanka, it will
be up to the Chairmen and the
Executive Committess of District
Development Councils to cooperate
and bargain with the Central go-
vernment,

(to Be comtinued)

——

Personal

Dr, H. A. Jesudason, Director
of Health Services has retired from
services after 32 years of serviee
He was appointed DHS ip 1973,

anka nnd::‘i;. QB_IJF_(XJJJ.;.-'.'E}
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