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' Morning Star’,

: Univeraity Admissions
(Science Faculty) 1981

University admissions to the
Science Faculty this year has re-
gistered a sharp increase in the
number of students admitted to
the Science Faculties on conside-
rations other than merit,

Except in Colombo and Jaffna
‘where the percentage of conces-
sionary admissions have been 35
per cent and 15 per cent respee-
tively, in all other districts the
percentage of low quality admis-
sions have been very high. Even
in Kandy which cannot be rated
as “a deprived district . onip 72
were selected on merit and 100
on basis other than merit. In
Galle, out of 100 students selected,
only 6 were selected on merit and
94 on considerations other than
merit.

Whither Secience Education in
Sri Lanka?

Memoriagl Lectures

O Dr.S. J. Tambiah, of Sri Lan-
ka who is now Professor of
Social Anthrapology at Harvard
University and who has been
elected a Fellow of the Ameri-
ean  Academy of Arts and
alli Radhakrishnan Me-
morial Leciures at all Saints
College in February 1982,

O The W. R. Chanmugam Me-
moriagl Lecture will be deliver-
ed today by Mr. G. A. C. Siri-
manoe General Manager, Ele-
phant Lite Corporation. '

Mr. W. R. Chapmugam was
the first Sri Lankan Govern-
ment Analyst and President of
the Chemical Soeiety of Cey-
lon. Hedied early this year.

He is the eldest son of the
late Mr. J. K. Chanmugam of
Jaffna Central whose name is
written large in the educational
annals of Jaffna,

Jaffwa College ,
Re-print of Two Books

Two books of great histori-.
cal value relating to the early
history of the American Mission
in Ceylon are to be re-prinfed,
‘according to a decision taken by
the Jaflna College Board of Di-
rectors.

One is A History of the

American Ccytou_ Mission"” |(in
Tamil) by Rev. C. 1. Valupil-
lai—and the other is ‘"4 Cen-

tury of Engix‘s'k Bducation in
Ceylon by Mr. J. V. Chelliah, a
former Vice-Principal of Jaffna
College.

The former is the only authen-
tic source of reference of early
American Mission activity in Cey-
lon and the latter is the history
of Jalfoa College from the time
of Dr, Danial Poor and the Batti.
cotta  Seminary (1823) 1o the
time when Jaffua College celebra-
ted its Centenary (1923),
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CHUNDIKUL!
OLD GIRLS RE-UNION

D C Polls—Results
Jaffna i Saturday 25th July 1981

The District Council Elec-

tions were held on 4.6.81 but the PROGRAMME

results for the Jaffna District 3.30 p. m. Praise Service

were announced on 76-6-87. College Hall.

TULF — 263,369 votes 4,15 p. m. Business Meeting.
UNP PR 2Rans L | sie0 oo Tem.

TC = —AEER. 6.00 p. m. Play.

Ind. (Oze) i IS Aunual Subscription Rs, 2-50,
Ind. (Two) pI=— " a5 Mo, deividusl hotices:
Rejected - 4323 ., : e
Total polled — 315,999 ,, Husbands of old girle are invited,
Total Registered -— 463,414 , Sita Wijeyarajah

Hony Secretary,

Members of the Ja_.ffl'lﬂ. 498[1, Navalar Road,

S, Nadarasa (Chairman)

1. A Church Cenlenary

2. S. Nagarasa S i e

3. N. Rasenthiran St. Luke’s Church, Borella
4. M. Thambimuthu

5. A, Nadarasa The ‘Church ' of St Luke,
6. K. Somasundaram Borella, (deditated on 30.6-1881)
7. J. Soosaipillai Alagizh celebrates its Centenary next weel,
8. K. Sinnathurai The building underwent exten-
9, S, Nadesan sive renovations in 1941 when

Rev. H. Ivan 8. Corea was Vicar
of the Church,

St. Luke's has played a vital
role in making religion, community
—oriented. A Religious Brains
Trust organised in 1950 with
The. re o8 dor. . warship. Mr: A M. K. Cumaraswamy
of a number of Churches from 85 the guestion master
Chma‘ has - posed § a D“[ﬁ.hﬂf of \C..P. Mahlasekam. K. Atulnan.
problems, In Shanghai, the priest dbi. F. Rustomjee and Rev. Ivan
told some visitors of the emba- S. Corea as participants heraided
rassment eaused when thousandsof B3 Programme of Tater-religious
barrells of preserved pickles and Dialogue —a subject which today
dried fruits which had been stored comstitutes an important ,commis.
in the Church building had to be Sion of the World Council of
left on a wharf as there was Churches.
no alternative warehouse. Church
members helped -to move the
groceries, ®

10. S. Poopalasingam

Church News from Abroad

Well Preserved Churches

The Church has always been
keenly sensitive 1o national pro-
blems besetting Sri Lanka — the
communal canker, the plight of
‘Plantation worker, humanp rights
violations etc., stc.. and has frem
time to time organised semipars
with a view to creating a lively

The Church and Tourism

A Sussex Parish charged 40
Americans £ 200 ($ 440) each for
a week's holiday. The result was
£ 8000 ($ 17,600) for the Church

Roof Fund, Christian concensus on these na-
tional issues,

Death of Ecumenical Pioneer Tt U lg) Colgattdant that St

One of the last pioneers of Luke's Church invited a Good.

the modern Ecumenical Move-
ment passed away recently ip
France. She is Suzanne de Diet-
rich (89) who along with Rev.
Willem A. Vissert Hooft and
Marc Boegner had worked with
the Student Christian Movement
since 1914. She was on the Staff
of the Ecumenical Institute at
Bossey from 1946 — 1954 and orga-
nised  bibilical study  seminarg
along with Hendrik Kraemer in

1958 when tha present Bishop of
Colombo, the Rt. Rev, Swithin
Fernando was Vicar of the Church
(1958 was the year of communal
riot in Colombo under the SLFP
government, |

The present Vicar of the
Church is Rev, Kenneth Ferpan.
do. The Church halds its Special
Festival Service tomorrow (27-6-81)
at 9 a. m.

_ The Bishop of

the preparation of the Institute will be (he calabrantp o’]‘hc:lc:r::\n
P_:f-;gramme in .wim:h ALY “'3’_“ cher at the Service will be Rev,
di BEERL countries caught their Roger A, Harft, Vicar Church of
ecumenical spirit. St, ‘Mary and Stjohn, Nugegoda,
T e, LT R =SS L

Correction In bricf
The last paragraph of gur

s i Q The T bisc [ -
Editorial of 19.6.81 should read il hj“f:n'w P:j‘ ‘i’." ey
as follows ; — I s b T

3-7-81 in the Jalng Towu Hall,
The rooms on the Hastern side
of the building (ground floer)
— The misprint is re bas  been el apart for the
Library, . '

" Tact, it iy sad, " comsizis
o Erowing how Jar we can | go
too far"
gretted,

Jafina, r Y
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Will Mission from the North in -

“The Greater Gift”
By A. J. Cronin

A. ]. Cronin, the Seottish Phy-
sician torned Novelist, died in
Javuary at the age 84 in Swit-
zerland, Cronin is dead but his

stories live. They are stories that
_ elevate the mind and ennoble the

spirit. One of his best is a story
entitled” The Greater Gift”,
sandwiched within the psge of a
Novel. Some of your readers
would have come aeross the story
while others may not have. I wish
to share the story for the benefit
of the latter and for my own catis-
action. It has  necassasily tobe
substantially abridged for accoma-
dation in the "Star’, I hope, bow-
ever, that I shall be able to do
justice to the story,

Once upon a time there lived
in the South of Italy two boys
who were inseparable friends. Ope
was Mario, spn of a wealthy land-
owner, the ather Anselmo, son of
a village cobbler. Marie's parents
had destined him for the Church
and Mario was not averse to the
idea and bhe was fond of rituals
and ceremonies. He aspired to be
a great preacher. Anselmo pro-
mised, "' I will pray, Mario, every
day that yon may have that gift”,

AV due course Midrio entered
the monastery. Anselmo hung about
tho village fora few lonely months
and then, unable to bear the se.
peration, followed his friend to the
monastery where he became a lay
brother doing the menial duties
of the house, Though they were
separated for most of the time
Anselmo was happy that he was
at least under the same roof as
Mario.

In the fulness of time Mario
was ordained and he was to preach
his inaugural serman on Easter
Sunday. As Mario mounted the
pulpit he saw bensath him, sque-
ezed against the pillar in  the
corner, Anselmo gazing up at him
with expectant eyes. Thus encou-
raged, Mario gave of his best,
It was a spirited sermon which
was followed at intervals by ser-
mons of greater fluency and power.
Always Anselmo was there in
obscurity beneath the puipit.

Gradually, Father Mario’s
fame as a preacher grew. Invi-
tations came to him from Churches
all over the country. Anselmo
accompanied him everywhere. In
time Fr. Maric was conceerated
Bishop. In his episcopal palace
Bisho Mario lived in lordly style,
Now he barely designed to notice
that submissive, ever-willing little
brother who served him with
self-effacing docility.

One Suaday, as he preached,
Bishop Mario felt a vague defi-
ciency in his surroundogs. Gazing
dowo he found that Anselmo was
not there in his accustomed place.
The Bishp faltered and abruptly
ended the sermon. He hastened
to the sacristy and demanded that
Anselmo be sent for at ence.

( Cotinned on page 4)
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THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL
A Significant Milestone

Though bereft of fani_sre or
pageantry, in conformity with th.e
mood of the time, the Tenth Anni-
varsary of the Consecration of our
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D. J. {'\mba-
lavanar, which we, as a Diocese,
dhserve on 30-6:81, needs more
than a pissing mention,

Bishop Ambalavanar was the
first Bishop of the C. S. L. to
be consecrated in Jaffoa. ]

We remember the day
vividly when the large congre-
gation at the Cathedral Church,
Vaddukoddai which had over
flowed into the lawn outside
( where benches had been placed
under the spreading shade of the
margosa trées) had to wait for some
hours patiently for the arrival from
India of some of those who were
to participate at the Consecration
Service, one of whom was the
General Secretary of the Synod.

The party did arrive and the
Service Order went through with
every part conducted as stipula-
ted in the Programme.

We have not gone very fal
in time from those days when
a tentativeness and timidity crip-
pled every aspect of our na-
tional life in Sri Lanka. " The
only thing certain in our country "
guipped one of our former mis-
sanaries just before he left our
shores for good, " was that every-
thing is uncertain ",

1981 sees the Christian Church
facing greater challenges than it
did in 1971, ;

. Our own Bishop's tenure (of a
decade) is sandwiched between
two insurrections that rocked
this country. The latter—the 1951
*insurgency ” — has affected not
merely oar economy but endan-
gered in a startling manner the
whole human relationships bstween
the two.major communities, who
have made this country their
motherland, each in its own right,

“We are not fighting for
separation, we are ooly fighting
for
cry of one of the accredited
political leaders of the Tamil speak-
ing minority in this country.

As a Christian Church in
Sri Lanka how shall we position
ourselves in the light of the new
shadows that bave fallen on our
land in recent weeks,

It is relevant here to mention
that the contribution that our
Bishopg in Sri Lanka have made
to the lifé of the npation, parti-
cularly the alertness they have
instinctively disglayed, in all crisis
situations 1n this country, have
b2en a great source of strength
to the people of this island parti-
cularly those who have been in.

volved in the disasters and devas-

tation. ~
We read that a
church people from six nations
will arrive in Australia during
the first week of fune to start
& visit which will focus new inter-
national attention on the condi-
tions of Australian Aborigines,

team of

It is an event which symbo
ses the increasing awareness of
the. Churches of all traditiony ip

our [lgnd” is the anguished.

DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS
by Professor A. J. Wilson

( Continued from last issue )

Professor W. H, Morris
Jones has remarked in regard to
India in his The Government and
Politics of India:i—

each State Minister will of course
have official dealings with the
appropriate minister at the Centre
and some will be more effective
than others in pressing their
claims. But in most States the
Chief Minister is the key figure
in relations with the Centre.
His offieers and ministers will
be to and fro to New Delhi
often enough but their difficul-
ties and unfinished business of
importance will be gathered up
in the Chief Minister’s file for
discussion with New Delhi.

For State Minister, we will have
to substitute the member of the
Executive Committee apd for
Chief Minister, the appropriate
equivalent is the Chairman of the
District Development Council.

The eppertunity for bargaining
co-operation and effecting compro-
mises is available in other provi-
sions in the District Development
Councils Act. ‘Section 26 empowers
the Cabinet of Ministers to allocate
funds to a Distriet Development
Council.. Funds can only be ob-
tained when there is the spirit
of give and take. Sections 27 and
30 give a District Development
Council the right to raise loans
but these will have to be autho-
rised by the Minister in charge
of Development Councils and ths
Minister of Finance. It will be
up to the ' xecutive Committees
and the Chairman of the Council
to persuade, co-operate and bargain
with these Ministers.. Section 48
authorises the President of Sri
Lanka to appoint the key official
of a district, the District Secretary.
The Section however states that
the President may, where he con-
siders it necessary, consult with
the Chairman of the Council when
he makes this key appointment,
A. resourceful Chairman  will be
able to persuade the President to
appoint ths person whom he wants,
Nevertheless even if the District
Secreiary iz an appointee not
acceptable’ to a Chairman, such
a District Secretary will, in terms
of Sectiou 48 (1) of the Act, be
subject to the direction of the
Executive Committes, Finally
there is  the question of
the appointment of a District
Minister, Although the appointment
of Ministers including District
Ministers, is, in terms of the
Constitution, a matter within the

a wide range of concerns for the
rights of all people to enjoy the
fullness of life ‘that God wills for
the whole human family.

Broadening the struggle for
buman rights te include in it
not only civil rights but political
systems that shape the cultural
identity and dignity of peoples,
is an issue
lated the fundamenta)
of the Christian faith.

which is clearly re.

to tenels

I'he contemporary political
climate in  Sri Lanka today re-
malng o the Christian Church its

most punishing adversary.

- the ultimate power.

sole and wunfettered discretion of
the President of Sri Lanka, a
District Development Council and
its Chairman can again by wise
and eareful negotiation secure a
District Minister acceptable to the
Council. It will be up to the
Council and its Chairman to pro-
vide the necessary co-operation to

.obtain an appropriate District Mi-

nister. The politics of the new
system, in fact, provides the op-
portunity for the proper selection
of such a minister.

The conclusions that
therefore - be drawn from the in-
terpretations made here about the
District Development Counclls
system are that

can

1. The system does not, in
the context of political science
lend itself to ready classification.
It is not federal though it has
some of the characteristics of fe-
deral systems of government. It
is not also federal in the sense
that, in cerfain respects, the Dis.
trict Development Councils have
greater advantages than, for ex-
ample, the States in the Indian
and Malaysian federations, It is
not quasi - federal because’it can
be said to have in it features
that make it more than quasi -
federal.

2. The system cannot be termed
nmitary. Legally and constituation-
ally it might be argued that the
central goverament has, in the end
But this is
also largely true of the Indian
and Malaysian Federations if their
day to day workings are closely
examined. And this also applies
to the older federations becaunse
of the increasing dependence of
the states of their federal govern-
ments for financial assistance.

3, The system has in it de-
finite built-in devices designed on
the presupposition that there will
be a great deal of give and take,
many bargains and more comprao,
mises. If healthy conventions are
evolved, it can  even develop the
characteristics of rigid federal sy-
stems of the old classical style.
District Development Counecils are
therefore sui gemerss (a structure
of its own kind ).

4. If properly worked, the
system can, for the Tamil people,
achieve the advantages of a sepa-
rate and meaningful existence wi-
thin which the Tamil langnage
and Tamil culture can be preserved
and protecttd and the economy
of the Tamil-speaking peoples de.
veloped so as to make them less
dependent on government sarvice
and less inclined to migrate to
the sinhalese provinces to find
their daily means of livelihood,
In effect, the system is unigue
in that it could be made to work
In & way so as to enable the
Tamil-speaking pecples to live in
self-assured and peaceful coexist.
ence with the sinhalese people,
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IN BRIEF

O Christian Cruilisation — The
Jaffoa University Course in
Christian Civilisation as a sab-

for the Degree Examina-

has had a good response,
from seven has

ject
tion

The enrolment )
now shot up to 22 and with
the next Academic year com-

mencing in Qctober, the num-
ber is expected teo increase,
The North Colombo Medical
College (NCMC) at Thalagolla,
Ragama is expected to be for-
mally declared open on 26-9-81
by President Jeyawardene. Dr.
G. M. Heennilame will be Chair-
man of the Board of Gover-
nors. 120 students have beep
enrolled. This number includes
20 foreign students some of
whom are children of Sri Lap.
kan expatriates. The course
will begin in the -first week of
October after an eight wesk
Orientation Course to the sgg.
dents on S5ri Lanka, — its hig.
tory, its cultures and the mg.
jor agricultural and industrial
sehemes in the country,

* The Greater Gift"
By A. J. Cronin
( Continued fg-un page 1)

O

"Hedied a quarter of an hour ago”
was the shocking reply. For months
be was suffering from an incurable
illness but did not wigh to trouble
the Bishop with the knowledge
of it. The Bishop wanted to be
taken to him. He was led out
behind the stables toa small cell
where on a straw covered plank
bed lay all that was mortal of
Bishop Mario’s boyhood friend,
" This is where he lived 7" “Yes
my Lord ", And how did he spend
his days 7" " He served you”,
" But beyond that 1" " Everyday
in the garden he fed the birds
from his own platter., He speke
often to the little children at ths
palace gates. And then he
prayed . The Bishop's expression
was inscrutable, but a kpife was
striking at his heart, His manner
towards Anselmo in these last
years had been baughty,

The Bishop then left for Rome
where, in St. Peter’s, he was to
preach before a gathering of ar-
chbishops, When he began to
speak be faltered again. Waords
issued baltingly from his lips. In
‘despair be glanced bepeath him,
And of course Anselmo was mot
there. In confusion, Mario strugg-
led through his sermon, Hot with
shame he left the precincts of St,
Peter's.

Deeply injured he set to work
to prepare his next sermon with
meticulous care. However, when

- he came to deliver the address he
failed again. He muttered, "It
is true...... he was the substance
el I am the empty husk,"”

He now decided to g0 back,
to the monastery where he had
been ordained, where Anselme first
came to serve him and where he
now lay buried. Mario visited
the shady graveyard every day,
One afternoon the Superior came
unexpectedly and found the Bishop
kneeling beside Angelmo’s grava.
As Mario rose the Superior gsked
bim, " Well, my son,
praying that eloquence may he
restored to you?" Ng, Father
I ask for & greater blessing —
Humility,"

.........
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