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The First International
e Dialogu=

The First International
_-.H{nﬂu-Christian Dialogue was held
recently at Rajpur (North India)
at tha Christian Retreal and Study
It brought together Christians

and Hindus not merely from
india bat from  south africa,
Kenya, Trinldad, Sri Lanka,

Malaysia, U S A, Indonesia and
Europe, Representatives of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India also togk part in the dis-
g cussions. ?
A The delegates wisited Hard-
ware to experience for them-
salves popular Hindusim and
Sivananda Ashram at  Rishi-
Kesh as the guest of Swami-
Chiddbananda who was himself
a8 participant at the seminar,

The mestings were jointly
moderated by Dr. Stanly .
Samartha of Baogalore and Dr,
‘Seshagiri Rao, of the University
of Virginia, U S A,

Religious Resources for a

Just Society”™ was the theme
0 Seminar which_ was

[: th pmpla of Living

Faiths and Ideclogies (D FI) in
co-operation with the N CC of

~ India and the Church of North
India,

A Resolution passed by the
Jaffna Municipal Council

At its monthly mesting on
30-6-81, the Jaffna Municipal Coun-
cil bas called upon the Govern.
ment to get an impartial inguiry
beld into the conduct of the
Development Conncil Elections in
Jafina by an International Com.
mission,

Among the reasons put for-
ward by the Municipal Ceuncil
for such a Commission were that
the election itself was held in the
conditions of Emergency declared
in the Jaffna District and a cur.
few that ended only an hour or
two before polling commenced in
the Jaffna Municipal area.

The Council also states in its
resolution that 150 officials who
who were mandated by the Com-
missioner of Elections as Presid-
ing #nd Counting officers were
arbitrarily replaced on the ave of
poll by a group of " handpicked
persons” whbo were, in many ing-
ances not qualified for the tasks
allotted to them,

Refsrence is alse made in the
Resolution to Six ballot boxes
which were not returmed at the
end of the poll to the Returning
Officer and ta some other ballot
boxes ‘taken to unauthorised
places’ en route to the Keturn-
ing Officer .

First Anniversary of
Lock - out

July 18 this year will mark
the first anniversary of the Pub-
lic Servants' Lock-out of 18-7-1980
for joining a strike for a wage
increase of Rs. 300/-

Some 40,000 of abouta Lakh
locked-out have been taken back
on production ol -Medical Certi-
ficates.

But those who have not re
ported sick (some 30,000) are yet
on the streets. Their dependents
number abont 200,000, Suicides
‘have .also besn reported ameng
the group of lock-outs.

The positien of the govern-
ment seems te be that it is left
to the Minister of each depart-
ment or Corporation to take back
any employee he wants.

It is prudent that the govern‘
ment does not allow this problem
to fester, '‘Security of tenure”’
under the government needs re-
definition and clarification.

Harainagar Church : .
“Grianamutia

Trust

Fund

The children of the late Mrs,
Gnanamuttu of Karainagar Church,
have promised a sum of Rs. 15,000
for a Trust Fund in memory of
their mother.

A part of this money has
already been received, The donors
are resident in Singapore,

Another gift of Rs. 5000 has
been received from a donor whao
wishes to remaim anonymous.
This gift, from a member of one
©of our C.S. I, Churches is to
be used for the needy children of
the parish. It will also be a
permanent Fund, the interast of
which will accrue to the needy
children of the Karainagar Chureh,

At Rest

Jacob Chelliah Visvanathan

Mr. J. C. Visvanathan (63) of
Karainagar Church passed Away
on the 29th of June, The funeral
service was held on 30:6:81 at
his residence,

Rev. T, S. Premarajah, offi-
ciated and Rev, A, Jeyakumar ga
relative of the deceased preached
the sermon., Rev. N, Subramani-
am paid the tribute,

The committal rites were per-

formed by Rev, A. Jeyakumaran,
The deceased leaves behind his
wife, Janaki, sons, Jacob and
Robert and daughter Chithranee,
His brothers — Arumninayagam.
Arulambalam and Gunanayagam
and sister Nesammah Chelliah

predeceased him some YEars ago.

Church News from Abroad

Q@ The re-hallowing of Saint
Paul's Church Nicosis Cybrus
as the Cathedral of the Angli-
can Diocese of Cyprns and the
enthronement of the Bishop took
place on 15-5-81.

Bishop Leonard Ashton who
has been Bishop of the Diocese
of Cyprus since its creation in
1976 serves on an ecumenica
basis many thousands of ex
patriates, including Asians in
Irag and throughout the Ara-
bian Peninsula.

O Tke
vice
the first of July, He is Mr.
Thomas H. Dorris (34). He
sncceeds Mr. Robin E. Gurney
who has edited the EPS since
March 1577 and who from 1-7-81

Ecumenieal - Press Ser-

will be the Communtcations
Co-ordinator for the WCC’s
Commission on Inter-Church

Aid, Refugee and World Service.

Q The New Zealand Church
Council has elected its first
Woman President — Joan An-
derson (60), She is also the
first lay person to be chesen to
head the NCCNZ in its 40 —
year history,

5 Mﬁ#ﬁ rast — A ballet

entitled undred Petals of
Love™ prepared under the gui-
danee of Fr. Victor Devamani”
and directed by the famed In-
dian Artist, Mripalini Sarabhai
was staged at Tagore Memorial
Theatre at Ahmedabad on
14-3-81, Tho dance contained
a cast of 35 performers.

The last part of the ballet
containing Christ's message of
peace and love was taken wp
by a TV crew and shown
daily in the area affected by
disturbances over the question
of Medieal College admissions
at Gujerat.

In_brief

O Children's Wesk: The Chil-
dren’'s Week of the J. D. C. S. I.
will commence with Children’s
Sunday on 12.7-81 and end with
the Children’s Rally at Uduapid-
dy on 18-7.81.

Q A Generous Gift of Rs. 50,000
has been made by Mr. Ponniah,

the Malaysian M, P., to the
Mayor of Jaffoa towards re-
equipping the Jaffna Public
Library.

has a new Editor from

Wanted

Wanted immediately for Wil-
liam *Mather Memorial Women's
Centre an experienced female
Accounts Clerk. Salary negotiable
according to qualification and
experience,

Apply immediately to:—
Miss, M. THAMBIAH
President
William Mather Memorial
Women's Centre
Chunnakam,

IN MEFMORIAM

|

Thambapillai, D. J.

Born July 7th

IN LovING MEMORY OF MY
DEAR HUSBAND

David Jeyasingam
who passeed away

_December 13, 1980,

Remembrance is a golden chain

Death Tries to break but all im

vain,,
To have, to love, and then fo part,
Is the greatest sorrow of my

heart.
Time may wipe out many things,
But this i wipes oui never.
The memory of those Happy Days
When we were all together.

Sadly, missed by wife
EL1ZABETH Rosg,
Canada,

IN MEMORIAM

Samuel Ponniah Rajaratnam
Called Home 16-7-1979

Sweet are the memories silently
kept of our dear Papa we loved
and can never forget.

Affectionately remembered by
all his loved ones.

Manipay.

Jaffna College — London Advanced Level and
Ordinary Level and Associated Examination Board

Classes preparing for 1983 Ad
ces on 15th July, 1981, Register

|s.»__~'z Advanced Level classes are in Progress.
Please apply on forms available at the College office.

able.

Subjects: Mathematics,

Further Mathematics,

vanced Level Examipation commen-
Immediately.

Vacancies avail-

Physics, Chemistry,

Botany, Zoology, English, History, Geography, Economics

and Sociology.

1982 Ordinary Level classes are in progress. Vacancies available,

Please apply on forms available at
Vaddukoddai,

the College Office.
Principal, Jaffna College.
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EDITORIAL
Points to Ponder

The Jubilee Year of universal adult franchise in Sri Lanka has ug-
fortunately thrown into dismal focus two unusual Dhﬂﬂf'mem which
has surfaced at the District Development Council Elections.

Of the four and & half million registered voters in the cu‘untry.
only 47 percent reported at the polling bouths..OE those who :_itd tgo
to the polls, quite & sizable number, predominantly in the literate

areas, cast 8 spoilt vote.

Colombo, has the dolefal distinction of polling the highest
number of spoilt votes. One in every eight appears to have been,
in the capital city, a spoilt vote.

The story is the same in Gampaha, K_nlutura.. Galle, Badulla in
all of which districts the rejected votes exceeded 10,000,

Even in Jaffnu. the cradle of orthodoxy, the spoilt votes re-
ached an abmormal total of 4333,

" To be neutral” said former U. N. Secretary Geueml,. Dag
Hammarskjold [who died a few years ago in a plan.e cr:sh] is not
to say 'ves' to beth sides but to say ‘no’ to both sides™.

But in Sri Lanka, the deviancy in behaviour was not in say-
ing 'no’ to 'both sides' but in saying so with a "violence” unprecedented
in our political annals.

There was open violence exhibited in Jaifoa, politically motivated
and monstrous, against the Tamils and the T U L F, immediately
prior to the election. [

But there is also evidence of ‘violence’ exhibited through the
ballot on the poliing day on a pervasive scale in the South. The
“violence” of the spoilt vote is a subtle form of ‘violence’ and not
in our view less monstrous,

Who or What the target of this subtle ‘violence’ is, we will
leave our readers to judge. \

"Justice” safd Benjamin Disraeli, “is truth in action” Amidst
all the tormoils and trajedies which gripped the people of Jaffna
during a week of Terror there have been some glimpses of “truth in
action”, y

President ]eﬁrawardenn's telephone ecall to the Opposition Leader,

Mr. Amirthalingam (defained in the Palaly Army Camp) that his

arrest and that of the other TUL F M P.s was & mistake,
Apology made by Minister Ananda Tissa de Alwis, the statement
made by Minister Dissanayake (the first official intimation to the
taut Tamil community of the identity of the ‘insurgents’ who rioted
in Jaffoa) have been gestures which are a pointer that human nature
is not impoverished of enduring human values.

the

But the reality also has to be faced. The increasingly insecure,
perilous and fragile political status of the Tamil speaking people,
cannot continue for ever. :

It cannot be left only to the fortunes of “the better angels in
us all"”,

Commert

Scorched - Earth Destruction

Personal

Mr. Kumar Jacob of Helmore,
Helmore & Co., is the first paid
sabbatical chairman of the Char-

With the events that have
overtaken Jaffna, the TULF will

sweep any poll in the foreseeable
future not only in Jaffna but also
in' the five other districts in the
Northern and Eastern provinces
where the UNP had gained a
significant breakthrough on June 4,

The UNP has only itzelf to
blame for this. No government
can avoid responsibility for the
scorched earth destruction wrought
by a section of its " disgruntled
policemen” and what is worse
is that all this was done with
Cabinet Ministers and the top
brass of the Armed Forces and
the Police present on the spot,

— Tribune 20.6-87.

The Madras C, L, 8.

Among the publications that
will be exhibited at tha 100th
Anpiversary Celebrations of the
Madras Christian -Literature So-
ciety will be Bishop Kulandran's
book : —
cendence in the varions religions
of the Worid.

The Concept of Trans-

tered Accountant Students’ Society
of London., He is the son of
the Rev. & Mrs. S. M. Jacob of

the Methodist Church, Hounslow,
England,

Rev. and Mrs. Jacob will be
returning to the island In August
this vear,

IN BRIEF

O The Crisis Leadership will
be the subject of the Chelva-
nayakam  Memorial Lecture
which  will ‘be  delivered this
year by Prof. A. ], Wilson at

the Veerasingham Hall on
11.:7-81. Mr. K. Nesiah will
presida,

O Queen Elizabeth is due on
21-10-81 to participate in the
celebrations in connection with
the Jubiles of Universal Adult

Franchise in Sri Lanka, She
will also visit the Victoria Dam
Project which g being built

with aid from Britain,

" Pross,

Children as Active Partners in the Christian Community

What did Jesus mean when
he said " Let the children come
to me'. Children, just because
they are children, and for no other
reagon, are welcomed and embraced
by Jesus. Such is the pature of
God's kingdom that there is room
in it for every child, without ex-
ception — whether he is baptised
or not. What startling implications
does this have for the community
that dares to live by the Spirit of
Christ. If all children have a place
within the Christian community,
then the children of the faitbial
belong, quite naturally. Even the
children who are not blessed with
God-fearing parents belong too.
The children of the highly indus-
trialised societies who are suffering
the consequences of overdevelop-
ment also belong. The children
born in the festering slums of the
Third World also belong. All
children belong.

It is taken for granmted that
a child is & member of the Church
through baptism or dedication,
according to the traditien and
practice of the parents. Children
belong to God by creation as well
as redemption, and their lives are
am aet of grace. Every parent
has experienced a sense of wonder
and thanksgiving in the presence
of & new baby. Parents are part
of the creative act, but the child's
prenatal development took place
with little help from them, This
is the mystery of new life,

The children who come into
the Church are not the ' future
of the Church™ bat
present. They are not small adults;
they have an authentic being as
children. We are not called tg
direct them into our ways, but to
be sensitive to the ways in which
God ordains their individoal dey-
elopment. Bearing these premiges
in mind, the ways children can
function within the Christian Com-
munity are considered in the suc-
ceeding paragraphs,

The Child and Worship

Worship is the distinctive con-
tribution the Church alone offers
to society. Worship is the cen.
tral activity of the Christian com-
munity. This being so, the gues-
tion is raised as to the extent
and kind of participation that chil-
dren should have in liturgy. Should
a child attend a worship service
which is not fully comprehended
inteilectually ?  Is it fair to ask
children to sit beyond the time
of their attention span (and, ome
might add, in seats where their
fest are left dangling above the
floor)? To what extent is it
feasible to modify a service to

meet the needs of children? Is
an " all-age” worship  service
possible ?

Several solutions have been
tried. Through the practice of
family services it was hoped to
ereate a situation in which the
whole family came to church for
a shortened gervice after which
children and adults would go to
separate classes. Another effort
to make worship understandabla

Rugistered as a N!u-spupn' at the G, P,

Matthews residing at 19,
Mr, Alvappillai Rajasingam,

Kankesanthural Road, Jafina on

part of its

330, Navalar Road Jaifoa,

to children has come through In
specially-prepared liturgies to be
used at different age level.

In addition to simple bymnpg
and lyrics Scripture parapharases
are used for the lectionary read-
ings and a sermon outline sug-
gested. Another effort at invelv-
ing children in worship has been
annual events such as Mothers'
Sunday and Children's Day. At
its worst they were displays of
children’s talents at memorization
that embarrassed some and delight-
ed others, At its best, they were
simplified forms of worship for
which individual Sunday Scheol
classes prepared each segment,
and participated by reading Scrip-
ture, offering prayer, taking up
the collection, and preparing the
message.

The children’s sermon is ano-
ther way of addressing children.
This could be a well told story
from the Bible, church history or
contemporary Christian experience.

These solutions suggest that
the primary thrust of worship is
intellectual, and that because ehil-
dren do not think cogaitively as
adults do, the service must either
be brought to their level or they
must be excluded. This view-
point ignores an important aspect
for learning: the emotional, affec:

tive side. Worship is corporate
expression of love, thankgiving,
aud praise to God. It imcludes

an unashamed petition for help,
both for ourselves and others,
as well as an admission of sin-
fulpess and failure to fulfil God's
purposes through the church and
our individual lives. Children hava
these same needs, They know
when they do wroag and ara
helped by the corporate assurance
of restoration, They feel joy and
thanksgiving. They face daily
problems, stresses, and insecari-
ties similar to those of adults.

Unfortunately, much of the
hymns and sermons for children
lack emotional depth. The spiri-
tual needs of children ars better
met thromgh their partieipation in
the worship of the cangregation,
1f they have been unable to do
so adequately, there are several
reasons,

We need to prepare them for
worship.  Children need to be
introduced gradually and specifi-
cally. Parents and Sunday School
teachers can help. So simple an
action as finding a place in the
hymnal or reading responsively
must be learned. Children need
to memorize responses, finding
the original in the Bible, and
inquiring as to the meanings.
Children need to ba presented
with the order of worship so that
they see its form and development
and understand why, for example,
the Scripture lessons come in ome
place and the offertory af another,
Teachers or parents could read
in advance at least one Scriptors
lesson  with the children (where
a lectionary is used) so that it
will sound familiar,

(to be continued)
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