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the Diocesan Council of
the Diocese of Colombo

The Diocesan Council of the
Diocese of Colombo, of the Church
of Ceylon will be held on Octo-
ber 7, 8 and 9th at the Digce-
san Council Hall at Bauddhaloka
Mawatha.. On the 6th thers will

" be the Diocesan Evenong at Ca-

thedral of the Living Saviour.
The Preacher will be the Rev.
Gerald De Alwis, Vicar of the
Christ Church, Dehiwela. Af the
opening of the session on the
7th the Hon. Neville D. M. Sa-
marakoon, the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka
will be the chief guest’ and will
address the Council. The most
important item on ths agenda is
the passing of a resolution ip
reference to Church Union. In
the first part of the resolution
the council is being asked to
decide to make provision in the

Church of Sri Lanka which shall

provide for any of our members
to exercise their freedom of wor-
ship and practice thersof as exist-
ing at the date of union and far
any of our mnisters to
tl:air_ministry of the Werd and
Sacrament as at the date of
ulaa nnd fo recaure their emo-

exercise

ponmons on terms not less favour-
able than at the date of ‘union
while in active full time service
in the Church of Sij Lanka or
on retirement. Ino the second part
of the resolution the diocesan
council is being asked g give
consent to present to parliament
the Draft Bill cited as the
Church of Sri Lanka Consequen-
tial provisions Law which had
been approved in 1975 by the
Diocesan Council apg consent
then given to prasan: to the na-
tate Asce V. Once-the
jdentical resolution has been passed
by all the coostituent Churches,
the Churches could move forward
to umion.

— Cor.

The Queen’s Visit

All arrangements are complete
for the Queen’s visit to the island
on October 21. The CQueen's Chief
Bodyguard at Buckingham Palace,
Detective Inspector Hagen of Scot-
land Yard has been himself super-
vising and personally traversing
the queen’s route here in Sri
Lanka along with our own DI1Gs.
The Queen and the Duke of Edin-
burg will touch down at Katu-
nayake at 4 p.m. oo 21-10-81.

Press Censorship

Under the existing State of
Emergency, Press Censorship has
been brought into operation from
21.8.81, The Competent authori-
tiee are the Secretary to the
Minister of State and the- Direc-
tor of Information,

_ever grave fears were

A meeting of the Managers,
Principals;, Vice-Principals and a
few educationists was called by
Mr. C. E. Anandarajan, Prinoipal
of St. John's College. Jaffoa at
the college on Saturday 26th
September at 9 a. m, Mr, K. Ne-
slah chaired the meeting. In his
opening remarks Mr. Nesiah said
that it was the custom in Eng-
land whenever Educational re.
forms are envisaged to eall for
confidential reports from leading
Educationists and others on the
subject. These reports are then
brought together and incorporated
in what is koown as the Green
Book. After further discussion
and consultation on the contents
of the Green Book proposals for
reform are put forward in what
is known as the White Paper,
The Public are then given suffi-
cient time to air their views, criti-
cisms and suggestions. The long
and time consuming process of
Democracy is allowed to take its

course. It is only then brought tg
Parliament. It was hoped that the
Government will give sufficient

time for a wide dialogue so that
the final proposals may have a,
general acceptance in the country
r. Sabalingam and Mr, I. P.
grairatpam also. made their ch-
segvations. This was followed by
a discussion.
The following points
highlighted at the meeting.

1. The Cluster Schaol idea
was welcome, It was falt that it
could be made workable. How-
expressed
about the system being worked
successfully with the Core School
Principal being in overall charge.
The very wording im  the
White Paper of the relationship
of the Principals to the core
school Principal, and the additional
Principa the core school seem.
ed to foresee & breakdown of
relationships. ~Ia that case only
the Core School will*flaurish and
not any other. A better struc-
ture for working the Cluster Schools
was the appointment ef a Supe-
rintendent of Schools, He could
be the choice of the local com-
munity and function with =& se-
perate office. This would not in-
crease expenses, as the need for
an additional Principal at the Core
school, and a
the Core School Principal would
not be there., The Local body or
the D.D.C. will bave to be
drawn in as education should be
integrated with socio-economic de-
velopment. KEducation cannot be
in a vacuum, but in the context
of Society, its life-slyle and labour
needs.

were

2, It was a welcome gesture
of the system that at no stage
is there a rejection of children as
happened selective test
at standard five. The break bet-
ween the end of the general edu-
cation at Grade !l and the Uni-
versity Entrance is a correct step.
The University Entrance classes
should be larger unlike now when

with the

seperate office for

every school tries to open advance
level classes for just
dents,

a few stu-

3. The G. C. E. (General
Educatlon) was considered to be
liberal, and that it introduced the
student to his language, cultures
environment etc,, and was there-
fore to be welecomed. There was
also a flexibility about the whole
system, with the open school, and

professional schools which also
was an advance on previous
schemes,

4. Graduates should be train-
ed if they are to teach. In other
countries training is a must for
teachers. This will mean we will
have persons who choose teaching
as their vocation. Additional emo-
luments for those qualifying in
studies related to teaching will be
an inducement to take to teaching-
Graduates taking to the teaching
job' temporarily and uslog it as a
spring board for better prospects
should be eliminated,

5. Oa the administration side
the idea of a Direcior of Educa.
tion brnught back bureaucracy
and worked against the democra-
tic set up.

B A" Very glaring omission

in the White Paper was that ng
meation at all has been mada of
the Educatlion of the disabled in
this I, Y. D. P,

7. There was no Law in
the country making education a
must for children below 2 cer-
tain age. :

8. There was no mention in
the White Papar of the
of children to a class.

number

9. It was a fact that maey

-Schools have been rained by ap-

pointments of persons as perform-
ing Principals and Fuactionary
Principals. The whole tone, ethos,
efficiency and prestige of a school
depends very greatly on the Prin-
cipal. Yet no thought nor weight
is given to the appointment of '
Principals. The.Principals should
be helped by a Governing Board.

10. The system of Educi-
tion set out, places a very great
responsibility on the teacher. The
students need - a lot of guidance
for this system to attain its object. «
Therefore there is need for devot-
ed and dedicated teachers,

11. A Vital sector of Edu-
cation has not been given its
place. " The buttle of waterloo
was fought on the playing fislds
of Eton" it is said, Co-Curri-
lar activites really build character,
create a sense of comradeship
and working together, inculgate
sacrifice and discipline and prepare
them for life.

It was decided to organise a
Seminar on a larger scale soon.
The meeting closed with Mr.
Anandarajan thanking all those
who took part.

— Cor,

A Fellowship Sarvice of the
Diocesan Women's Fellowship will
take place on Saturday, the 10th
of October 1981 at 3.30 p. m, in
the Manipay Church.

Speakers :
Mr. R. Parmar
Rev. H. R. §. Jeyachandran

All are cordially invited.

Mrs. Sam Thampos,
Convener,
1. B.€.5. 1
Women's Fellowship.

IN MEMORIAM

e 5

IN LoviNG MEMORY
OF

Mailvaganam Moses Muttu
Called to rest on 9-10-?_2

"In God's care you rest abve
in our hearts you dwell with
""Love.

Aﬂ'ectmna.tely ramam‘ht-aled hg

Imyanan,
Uduppiddy.

Church News from Abroad

A cheque for US § 150,000
was presented on 23-9.81 by the
World Council of Churches (WCC)
to the Leapue of Red Cross So-
cieties (LICROSS) in Geneva, for
flood relief work in China,

The floods, which have swept
some six provinces of China have
left im their wake mere than
1.5 million homeless, at least 750
dead and some 30,000 injured.
Some 2.5 million houses werse
under water at one time and nearly
700,000 hectares of crops seriously
‘damaged. ~ Communication  has
been badly affected with four main
railway lines disconnected for be-

tween 10 — 20 days, 80 main roads

and 482 country roads washed

away.

" This cheque is a sign",
Fischer said, Director of the WCC
Commission on Inter Church Aid
“"of the solidarity of the
world's Christians with all people
affected by such disasters. After
the China Red Cross made known
{ts willingness to Accept sponfa-
neous gifts, we at the WCC de-
cided to offer this support through
LICROSS".

In_brief

O A Three Member Compensa-
tion Commitiee headed by Mr.
Lionel Eerpando, a former G.Ax
Jaffoa bas been appointed by
the government to inquire inta

claims in respect of damsges
caused to propery iR J.ﬂ&r’;_
between May 31 and Jum®

1981,
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EDITORIAL
“Thou Shalt Not Kill”

The first World Sanctity of Life Sunday falls on October 18, this
year. ¥

The Order of Christian Unity has made an appeal to all 'Chns-
tians to remember in their prayers the sacredmess of human life on
this day.

Mountains of documents have been released and millions o_i eye-
witnesses have come forward to testify te the painful destruction of
human life by systematic human actions in the countries of South
East Asia in recent times.

Political killings apart, there have been .other sophisticated ways
by which people have sought to destroy human life on various pre-
- texts.

Since M. C. Daga, Member of the Indian Parliament, presented
on May 4 last year, (in the Indian Parliament) a Bill called The
‘Mercy-Killing Bill (1980), the topic Euthanasia has been talked
about much in religious and scientific circles. :

The National Christian Council of India has called upon all
Christians to: resist this Bill whose legal, social and sociological im-
plications bave yet to be studied by everyone at great depth.

The Greek word Ewthanasic means ''benign death". It does
not mean ‘' Mercy-Killing". It refers to the kind of death provided
for, by Mother Teresa in her mercy-campaign of the dying destitutes
in Caleutta. Psople who are left to die on. the streets are brought
_to Nirmal Hirdaya Home to be nursed and given a benign death in
an atmosphere of love. i

In the history of the Church, the death which the Christian has

often courted is not “mercy killing” but a death to end a ‘stigma.
tic existence. ; 3

The term ‘'zealot” takes its origin we know, from that patriot
band of zealois — men, women and children, who led by Eleazar ben
YA'ir, retreated into the boat shaped Judean fortress of Mesada and
held ont for three years against’ Roman. oppression.

When, finally, 5000 men of the Roman Tenth Legion besieged the

rampart and succeded in drilling tbe_ir way through the massive walls
to blow up the fortress, the leader of the zealots sald " Now, it is
time to leave this world umenslaved .

__ The story of how the zealots left the world ' unenslaved” in
‘batches, is a story that has been perhaps told and retold to our
Christian children in their l}Qmus by their parents or grand parents.

The zealot band left behin'd_ them at Mesada one significant re-

lic—a small store of provisions to show the enemy that they did
not die of starvation.

Euthanasic has never been in the vocabulary of. the Christians
in his life encounter. “Every storm” the Christian believes, “strengthens
the native oak”. g

The observance of the First World Sanctity of Life Sunday
(18-10-81) has a special significance and relevance ' for us here in
Sri Lanka, which has been in the vortex this year of a spate of
unexpected killings, :

“To encounter God in the other” is the greatest challen.ga of
our time. Every human life is sacred whether it beloogs to an un-
born infant, @ terminally ill patient, a disabled person,

: ; ) or ope whos
political views are different from ours, i

If, as human beings, we are unable to give life to those who need
it, what right have we to take it?

The Christian zealot
one who killa, He is one who dies '

: is never
unenslaved,

The Jaffna Mayor's- Public Library Appeal

The wanton destriction of .3,
the Jaffna Public Library —a
magnificent building that contained
a collection of 97.000 books and
rare manuscripts is perhaps the
most shamefully tragic

i ‘The Jaffaa Public Libra-
Iy in its 50 years of existence
attained a stature worthy of this
tradition. It is with reverence
and gratitude that people remem-

eveut in p
s er stalwarts lik K, N. Chellap-
plsh who mooted the idea effec-
S g tively, the first Mayor of Jaling

Sam A. Sabapathy who ventured
on the building project with the
Council’s approval, Fr: T, M. 'F.
Loog who sailed the high seas
to collect funds, and institutions

enjoys the reputation of being the
intellectual and spiritual centre for
the Tamils of Ceylon, thanks toan
illustrious line of savants, states.

men and god's men. The names

of Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar: hke. 1:m: ."\.sia }iuunda‘iﬂﬂ and the
Ananda I, Coomaraswamy, Fr, lodian High Commission which
Guanapragasar, Sir Ponnambalam egniribuied -*'ill-lbstamiﬂ]]y to com-
Brothers, Leaders of Tamil- Na- plets the project,

Higalism f; G, Ponnampalam and +. While we deplore with

Thanthai 8. J. V. Chelvanayagam,
and last but not least Ven'ble act
Siva Yoga Swamigal stand out
Among 8 huge host of immortals,

the civilised world thig barbarou
Aroug

of cultural ayg

b

isination we
feel, we should not loge time jp

restoriog this symbal of our peer-

GOODWILL OR VIOLENCE

(as o means of social change )
BY
The Revd Celestine Fernando

( Continwed from our last issue)

C. A failure in religion and morality

What ean religious leaders do
in this situation? It is not enough
for religious leaders to be con-
tent to preach and teach their res-
pective religions and also allow
them to be exploited for commer-
cial and political purposes or- ex-
ploit them eurselves as we seem
to have done with and to our
religions and their teachings these
past years. Nor is it enough to
be satisfied with what we are do-
ing just now to prevent the evils
of violence and to promote the
ways of peace. Even though ‘most
certainly - much good has come
from our religions and many have
been greatly blessed by many of
the religlous institutions and orga-
nisations in thc land the general
impression created by religious
instituions is far from complimen-
tary nor is it an adequately
-powerful witness to the religio-
moral resources and values pro-
fessed.

One of our biggest problems

is that far too few who profess
to be religious seem to know
much abouat religion., In many
of our homes neither the parents

Defent:e Academy Cadets
at the Universities

Thirty three cadeits of SirJohn

Kotelawela Defence Acadery of
Sri Lanka are reading for their
degrees at the Moratuwa and
Colombo Universities. 19 are do-
ing engineering and two architec-
ture at the Moratuva University.
The remaining 11 are following
"the Physical. Science Course at
the Colombe University.

On their graduation they will
be absorbed to the three mrmed
Services as Officers,

less heritage. We are therefore
launching an appeal for funds
from friends and well-wi
we are confident
pathy with our 7

5. 'Adversity sees miracles’
in the words of Shakespeare; and
we are emboldened to reconstruct
a mcdnrn‘ library, with better
amenities and more spacious ac-
commodation while conforming to
the original plan in its essentials,

We expect that you will want
to contribute the maximum you
could sparg for a worthy cause
like this that is estimated to cost
approximately fifteen million ru-
pees.

The Jaffna Public
Trust Fund Account
has been opesed in Bapk of
Ceylon, Jaffoa, and we shall be
grateful if you can send your
contribution direct to the Bank
with advice to us,

Library
No. 2893

Thank you,

Yours sincerely,
R. Visuvanathan,
Mayor Jaffna,
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nor therefore their children seem
to understand the basic truths of
the religion they profess. They
pay little attention to the under-
standigg or the practise of it.
Their actual styles of life are
often quite materialistic and com-
petitive and conform to standards
other than what their religions
teach. Such ''religion” has ne
message for even family life, for
daily discipline, for the use of
power and money, for eur guar-
rels, separations and the divorces
that we see. It is not surpris-
ing that such religion cannot also
'help much in politics, economics
and nation building, There is a
tremendous amount of religions
and psychological schizophrenia as
a result— causing distorted lives
and makiog ouar disintegrated so-
ciety worse — without the essen-
tial resources to help the pro-
cesses of unity, goodwill mnd
peace, and for any appeals for &
pew order to be meanipgful. A
double standard and double lives
cannot bring us peace whether in
religion or in politics.

(to be continued)

Minister on- the uses of

the TV Medium

After gifting a K;'Vjst_. to the
people of the rsmote village of
Govikam Pedessa, (wedged in a
valley' between Ratmalana Airport
and Attidiya Road), Minister
Athulath Mudali said that most of
the TV programmes were in Eng-
lish and those who viewed them
would gradually learn and under-
stand English. 2

English, the Minister said, wa®
no less importani than Sinhala.
A koowledge of English would
open more avenues for employ-
ment and TV would help them

to Acqgise-thmr=tm e e ——

-Seon_election meetings wanld
be televised and there wonld be
no need for people to go to elec-
tion meeting. The government had
provided for that in the pew
Elections Ordinance. The TV
medium would therefore be of
great importance to Sri Lanka,

—_—

———

O The CTB will soon be sell-
ing advertising space both inside
buses, outside buses and on bus
shelters, Advertising agencies
who buy space at the bus shel.
ters must take responsibiiity of
maintaining the shelters, There
s at present a feet of 2500
buses plying <in Colombo and
6000 in the rest of the island,

O No Petrol-driven Cars could
be now imported into the coun-
"y. for private use, with an
BNgine cApacity exceeding 1500

c.c, The limit for diese]
is 2200 e, c. i

anka under No, OB (100125181
uth India at Sri San.

a5th September 19§}
Road, Jaffng, :
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