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Central College Prize-Giving

Prof. K. Sivathamhy, Head of
the Department of Tamil at the
University of Jaffna was the
" Chief guest at the Annual Prize-
Giving of Jaffna Central College
which was held on 24th instant.

Professor Sivathamby in his
Prize day address attacked the
Proposals in the White-paper as
& subtle attempt to maintain the
Status-quo of the social fabric of
Sri Lanka and to preserve the
privileges of the of elite in the
society,

Sunday School Examinations
and New 16!:--::_

The anoual examination for
children of ].D,C.S.I. Sunday
Schools is to be held on Sunday
the 6th of December., The deci-
sion was taken at a Conference
of Sunday School teachers called
by the Convener of tha Children’s
Work Committee the Rev. A.
Jeyakumaran at Manipay on
Saturday the 23rd October 1981,

It was decided at the same
meeting to re-organize the divi-
sion of classes in the Sunday
Schools in the new year 1982,
Hitherto classes were formed

5 g authors o
the Sunday School books " Grow-
ing Together ” series produced by
the NCC of India. Hereafter,
the classes to which children
belong in their day-schools also
will be taken into consideration,
and the final class in the Sunday
Schools will cater te youth in
Grades 9, 10 and 11.

Dates for Your Dairy
NOVEMBER 1981

Satwrday 7th Dedication of Ariam
Hudon Paramasamy Memorial
at Udayvil.

Sunday 8th CSI/CNI/Mar Thoma
Joint Council Sunday. Also,
(War) Remembrance Sunday,

8th to 14th YM/YWCA Week of
Prayer and World Fellowship,

Wednesday 17th  Paya Holiday-
JDCSI Workers' Retreat,
YMCA Talent Contest,

Saturday 14th Tellipalai Chureh
150th Anniversary Celebration,

Friday 20th Youth of the North-
Combined Carol Festival,

Sunday 22nd St. John's & Chun-

dikuli Girls’ College Carol Ser-
vice.

Sunday 29th Advent Sunday
Jaffoa College Christmas Ves-

PEers.

Monday 30th Feast of St. Andrew
the Apostle,
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Mr. Prem
Hayleys Lid.
firm to take
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PERSONAL

Dr. Bo Mills hag successiully
completed his studies at Christian
Medical Cnllege, Vellore and was
conferred the M. B. B.S.
at this year's Convocation and
Bacealaureate Ceremony held on
the 5th October 1981, His mother
Mrs. C. T, E. Mills' of Manipay
and sister Mrs, Vasanthy Rajarat-
nam attended the function at
Vellore,

degree

Miss Roshanthi Mahendran,
elder daughter of Mr. & Mrs,
T. Mahendran of Colombo, has
passed out first in the Island at
the . 6th Grade Pianaforte exa-
mination  ( Practicals) of the
Trinity College of Music (London)
for the year 1981. She is to
give a recital along with the
other prize-winners at the Royal
College Hall on the 10th. of
November.

Mr. P. Charles Thevathayan
the son of Mr, & Mrs. D, R, Poo-
ranasatkunam of Colombo has
completed the honours degree
in computer science from East
Anglia University, Norwich, Eng-
land and has been appointed as
a Geophysicist in Singapore.
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Singl is p }
th:”g i" I su “”1 t
del M
(Ol e

T. J. Rajaratnam

It will be unpardonable when

this tribute is paid to the late
Mr. T. J. Rajaratnam, " Jayam™
to all who knew him, retired
High Court Judge, to fail to

refer to his late revered sire, Mr.
T. C. Rajaratnam, "' . C." ashe
Was popularly known in the North.

Jayam was a waorthy son of
a worthy father,

When the nation is celebrat-
ing fifty years of universal adult
franchise thig year, it will cer-
tainly interest the present genera-
tion to know that when the first
General Election were held in
Ceylon based on universal adult
franchise under the Donoughmore
Constitution, in the North 2
Broup of young men inspired by
the independence struggle con-
temporaneously taking place in
India;, formed the Youth Congress
and under its dynamic leadership
successfully boycotted elections to
the State Council in the consti-
tuencies in the Jaffna Peninsula,
The reason for the boycott was
that the Dononghmore Contitution
failed to give the country full
independence or Purna Swaraj as
they called it. Two _outstanding
personalit in nt nf

- 10orai
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gam of the Department of Phi-
losophy, University of Peradeniya
went this month to Peterhorough,
Canada to participate in a Con-
ference. He was invited to read
two papers in Philosophy and
Logic and two others on what
bhe called semi-theological sub.
jects. When he completed his
doctoral studies at McMasters
University, Hamilton, Canada he
was awarded the University prize
for the best student in Huma.
nities.

Dr. & Mrs. K. E. Chandra-

pal and their three daughters
wers the chief guests at the
Boarders’ Day Celebration of
Jafina College on Saturday the
24th October 1981,

Wanted

Applications are invited from
Christian Youth for the following

training courses at the Christian
Medical College, Vellore:—
(1) Physiotheraphy.
(2) Occupational Theraphy,
(3) Splinter-work,
(4) Leather-work.
For the first 3 courses Ad-

vanced Level qualification is pre-
ferred and for the 4th, Ordinary
Level candidates could apply. The
selected candidates will be trained
at Vellore and will work in [.D.,
C.5.1. Hospitals and other Insti-
tutions.  Applications
IRev, A, Jeyakumaran,
Manpager, Home Disabled
Chiidren, Parsonage, Chankanai,

to be for.
warded to

tor

this boycott were T, e
rising young crimipal lawyer and
the late Handy Perinpanayagam.
The year was 193],

Today the agitation among a
section of the Tamils Jed by the
T.U.L.F. is for Eelam, a sepa-
rate state. Its precursor was the
demand for g Federal State by
the Federal Party. In a sense
the genesis of both these move-
ments, though at that time there
was no talk of separation, was
the fifty-fifty cry raised by the
late G, G, Ponnambalam to neutra-
lise the political controlling power
in the legislature of what was oft
referred to as the ‘domineering
Sinhalese’. This was the beginning
of communal politics in Ceylon,

Like a blitzkreig the charis.
matic G. G. overran all other
political ideologies in the North
and attracted all segments of poli-
lical thinking in the North to his
fifty-fifty cry. Even some of the

aod innate ness

— An Apprecigiiom—

Jaffoa farmers g export
tabacca to Kerala in India,

their

Jayam Rajaratnam had his
early education at Si. Patrick’s
Colleg, Jaffoa, and late at Trini-
ty College, Kandy, where he re-
presented the College Debating
Team. Hs won the Frazer Me-
morial Prize. His name BVEn now
adorns the walls of his old schoel.

Passing out as an advocate
he went into a very lucrative
practice in the Northern Circuit,
Quiet and unobtrusive in his ways
he preferred a more sedate and
quieter life which made him take
up a judical appointment,

He functioned as Magistrate
in many towns, was District Judge:
Point Pedro and Jaffoa, and ended
us up as High Court Judge.

Endowed with a fine Judicial
temperament, his Court was ten.
sion-free, where lawers and liti-
gants alike felt that they were
heard and their grievances re-
ceived full judicial consideration,

Essentially of a friendly dis-
position, despite the necessity for
judicial detachment, his ity

A genuine and sincere friend
whose adoption once tried he was
worthy of being “grapled to one's
soul with hoops of iron ™,

— Jaya Pathivane,

IN MEMORIAM

In EveEr LoviNg
OF

MEMORY

Samuel Charles Ariaratnam

Born: 19-6-1911
Departed: 7-11-1980
Deep in our hearts
You are always near
Still loved, still missed,

And very dear,

(| - has
adherents of the Youth Congress Time Rolf; on; One year ha.
succumbed to this new wave of passe !

eaven
political thinking, But two men God imni vou peace in h
stood courageously away eschew- above
: ile i ou dwell
lng communal politics and defiant- Whtie_t;s ;m‘r hearts 3
ly proclaimed their faith in non. with love,

communal
corner

politics  built on the
stone of Tamil-Siphala
friendship and a eommon destiny
for the Sinbala and Tamil people:
a thinking which was heresy in
the North at that time. The twa
men were " T, C." and Handy.

S0, G wes & dloss: wnd
trusted friend of the late D, 8.
Senanayake, our first Prime Minis-
ter. D. 5. would aways look for
advice ta "T.C." on many mat-
ters pertaining to the North, It -
was " T. C." who was responsible
tor initiating a Hourishing tobacco
export trade which helped the

Fondly remembered by his
loving wife and children,

213, Main Street,
Chundikuli,
Jaffna.

Press Censorship

Under the existiog St!its of
Emergency, Press Censorship has

been brought into operation from
41-8-81.
ties )
Minister of State and the Direc:
tor of Information,

The Competent authori-

are the Secratary to the

T S
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EDITORIAL
The Relevance of Martin Luther Today

The Protestant Churches throughout the world observe the 31st
of October as " Reformation-Day”. Oo that day about four a‘n'd
a half centuries aga, Martin Luther a thirty-four yanrlold Yle‘\l‘.lgl.lhtl-
nian monk posted on the door of the Castle Church in VFLttenblerg
ninety-five theses against the sale of indulgences — a practice ?l.rhxch
implied that a man conld secure release from purgn..tory by paying &
stipulated sum to the Church. Martin Lutl‘ler's action spark_ed off &
geries of events which ultimately resulted in the birth of Reformed
Churches independent of Rome,

No doubt the spirit of Martin Luther to this S:Tay remains the
spirit of Protestantism. No other person in the history of human
conflict had demonstrated the power of "'positive no” as clearly as
Luther. After posting his theses on the wall of Wiltenberg Church
he wrote to the Pope " Retract I cannot. Give me dealh ar.iifs.
accept me or reject me as you please.” Before the h':smric_ Diet of
Worms 1520 he wrote to a friend " Jesus Christ still lives and
yules. Upon this knowledge and assurance I rely and thevefore I
will not fear ten thousand Popes for He who is wilh us is greater
than who is in the world', That his courage, determination and
conviction have inspired Protestant thought for over four hundred and
fifty years is an undeniable fact. '

Luther had a versatile mind and wrote extensively on theology
and religion. It is relevant to examine, how far Protestant thought
and practice have moved beyond Luther’s doctrine, We shall touch
on the two vital principles of Luther — justification by grace through
faith alone and Bible as supreme standard of faith and worship.

When Teizel began the sale of indulgences in Germany Luther
attacked the Roman Catholic Church that it had become a religion
of works. At that time it was teaching that by carrying out certain
rituals and performing certain gond deeds they could obtain forgive-
ness, Turning back to Paul and Augustine, Luther affirmed the prin-
ciple of justificatien by grace through faith alome. But the sad thing
about the Protestant Churches today is that they have tended to
find themselves entangled in the Law. They have tended to say that
everything depends on correct Orthodox doctrine. This attitude is
comparable to the “ Gnoana Marga™ of the Vaisnava faith which says
the moment you realize that the cotmic principle and the indwelling
atman are one and the same you attain Mukliti. Many Churches re-
fuse to accept the fact that true Christianity is demonstrated only by
concern for the fellow-beings. . They pooh — pooh all attempts of so-
cial and political involvement,

From the time of Martin Luther the Holy Bible had remained
the éupfemﬁ standard of faith and practice among Protestant Chur-
ches, Inthe Rome Catholic Church the seat of authority is seen to be
the Church itself operating through a series of decrees. Luther re-
jected the claim of the Chuarch to be the final authority in matters
_of faith and asserted that the word of God as contained in the scrip-
ture should govern the traditions of the Church. At the Diet of
Worms he declaved * My conscience is thrilled fo the word of God,
it 15 neither safe wor homest to act against one's conscience.” To-
day several members of the Reformed Churches have made the Bible
almost an idol. It is rather unfortunate that certain fuandamentalist
groups do not show any interest in Bibilical Criticism, and look up-
on any meaning other than literal as satanic. They seek help from
the mythical ostrich to pattern their bebaviour towards exegesis.

It can be safely said that even in his wildest dreams Martin
Luther would not have thought that the movement he set in motion
will lead to such controversial developments, On this Reformation
day let us examine the true spirit of the Protestant Reformation and
dedicate overselves to work for the noble ideals of Martin Luther,

— 8,
YM/YWCA World Week of Prayer
The annual YM/YWCA comes into this deeply troubled
Week of Prayer and World world of ours, we are invited
Fellowship will be observed from to discover anew what Jesus
the Bth to the 14th of November Christ meant when he said to
1981, “He is our peace” Dis disciples * Peace is my
[Eph. 4:14] is the theme selected P*HDE Bift to you, my own
for the week. As usual the P°3¢® such as the world cannot
World Alliance of YMCAs and RV - Christians, they say, are
the World YWCA have together ca‘lled e hecam? peace-makers
published & booklet for use w't_h God, committed to make
during the week, The booklet their work for peace a priority.
includes six reflections on what
peace could mean in our own Personal
lives, in our families, in the
eommunities in. which we live Mr. Daniel Thisagaraiah
in  our cuuultrms. and among Assistant Pastor r—nlnm[.m .{_‘,5[.
nations; questions for discussions Chureh

will be attending a Can-

and a selection of prayers, Pra. ference of the Association of
sidents Dame Nita Barrow of Christian Institutes  for .L-im'.ia|
the World YWCA and Walter Concern in Asin at the I';r‘l“ll‘l’!l;ni-
Arpold of the Woerld Alliance of ga) Christian Centre, \Vh‘ilf‘!:l‘!]l!
YMCAs s:t'y that as St. Paul's Baogalore from (he lst 1o LhL"
message He is our peace” 2let of November 1'Jci.

SEARCHING FOR PEACE

Y

GERRY O'REILLY

afm.

| By courtesy of the magazine BRIEF the following article is
reproduced in two instalments to mark the beginning of the Year

of St. Francis this month. ]

( Continued from our last issie )

Francis was uow on the road

He had overcome
what others would
say about him, He was beginning
to understand God's call. But
his big TEST was still ahead,

He had a terrible fear and
horror of lepers. The Seund of
the lepers clappers, the smell of

to happiness.
hiz fear of

the rotting flesh was enough to
send him ruoning in the other
direction. Then one day he heard

the rattle that sent shivers down
his spine. He =aw the bulging
eyes and the sore covered form
of a man who had once been &
young person like himself, Fran-
cis was terrified. His momen-
had come. It was now or never.

Jumping off his horse, Francis
ran, ran forward to meet Lazat

rus the leper. He held out his
long thin arm and grasped the
leper's hand, cold, full of sores,

raised it to his lips and kissed it.

The deed was done. The
test was over. Francis bad accept-
ed the grace of God and what
had appeared previously as dis-
tasteful and revolting now be-
came a source of great joy and
happiness. He found his happi-
ness in making another happy.
He saw in the leper, the suffer-
ing of His Master, his Friend;
he saw a misfortunate child of
God.

The word soon spread around
the little town. Francis the lover
of wine and pleasure was now
Francis the church builder, the
fn'end_of lepers and the poor,

His father was furious. Here
was his son making a fool of
himself. He caught him, locked
him up in a cell, without food
or drink. His mother, remember-
ing his strange birth, set
free.  Francis eventually was
brought before the bishap of
Assisi to account for his mis-
deeds by his father, His father
denounced him aod wanted the

him

money for the rolls of cloth, His
father now saw Franocis as a
thief, as a big disappointment,

His earlier dreams were shattered.

Poor Francis! He walked up
to the bishop, admiited what he
had done, and with eyes raised

up to heaven said: "I not only
give back the money for the
cloth but alse these clothes.

From now on, I have only one
Father...Our Father in heaven,”

The Bishop put his mantle
around the naked young man and
later gave him a loose habit which
Franeis tied with a cord. He left
the bishop's house a happy man!
He bad the best of fathers and
he was goiog to be the bast of
sons. His Father would care for
him, because he was His son
who would do Him credit., Fran-
cis was begioning to experience
real freedom, happiness, and con-

Registered as a Newspaper i the G, p. .,

fidence in his Father.
Francis now saw that sin and
his bad ways had only let to
frustration, sorrow and depression,
Now he had peace of soul. Now
he had found his way. Now he
found his real Father. He saw
people as members of the ome
family. Now he saw the value
of Jesus® cross. It was the
strength of the Lord’'s suffering
that brought Francis this peace
of heart.

loviog

Now he had a vision of life,
Now he saw His blood upon the
rose, and in the stars the beauty
of His eyes. He saw his Father's
strength in the mighty winds and
strong trees; His eternity in the
flowing and going of the oceans.
He saw sin as a break with his
Father, with his neighbour, that
led to unhappiness especially in
his own life.

Now Franeis became a peace
maker who could pray:

“Lord make me an instrument
of your peace;
Where there is injury pardon;
where there is doubt faith;
Where there is despair hope;
where there is darkness light:
Where there is saduess joy!"

Fraccis bad realised that God
and God’s will is the key to
happiness and peace. Francis

realised that there is no peace
where there is sin. That had
taken twenty seven years!

All of us are like Francis
to some extent. All of us seek
happiness early in life without
any great struggle. Others like
Francis find it after many years
of darkness, struggle and frustra-
tion. Others find it in the sum-
mer or autumn of their lives,

. It is normally a struggle. It
1s seldom easy to come to terms

with oneself, with our neighbour
and with God.

Francis realised that the hand
that was stretched ont to lead
and gnide him through life was
the loving hand of his Father,
his Father who would pever fail
him, who was always willing to
be at his side, Francis had
learned ta trust in God, With
simplicity and joy he put his hand
into the hand of his Father, Into
what better hand could he have
put it!

All of us, sooner or later in
our lives, get the call to puat our
hands into the hand of the Man
who stilled the water: to put oor
trust in the Man who calmed the
sea. When we have dona that,
we will recelve peace of soul, a
serenity, tranquillity and a calm

that comes from the Lord of
history. Then eur fears and
anxieties will be only shadows,

When we have received that gift
of inner peace, we will become
peace makers toothers, like Francis.
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