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N. C. C. Seminar

The National Christian Coun
of Sri-Lanka conducted a
Seminar on the White Paper on
Education at the Diocesan Cham-
bers, Colombo 7 on Saturday
the 7th November. Senior officers
of the Ministry of Education,
Principals of Christian schools,
members of the Ministerial Advi-
sary Committee on Christianity
and some members of the clergy
Participated at the Seminar.

cil

Messrs, E. E, Wijemanne,
Mahinda Ranaweers, Sterling Pere-
ra and Dr. S, Gpanalingam who
were mainly responsible for the
new proposals on Education ex-
plained the aims and purposes of
the White Paper. They pointed
out, the evils of the existing sys-
tem of education that leads to
much unemployment, frustration
and wastage.

Rt. Rev. C. L. Wickremasin-
ghe, Chairman Ministerial Advi-
sory Committee on Christianity
who presided over the Seminar
said that the present proposal has
a very commendable feature be-
cause it has invited public debate,
He thanked the officers of the
Ministry of Education for hopour-
ing the Christian community by
- their presence at the Seminar, He
also reminded the audience that
even though the Protestant com-
mupity is a small minority it has
a very long tradition of educa-
tional enterprise in this country,

Bishop Wickremasinghe said
that the new proposals on edu-
cation truly reflected the post-
Jeyawardane economic thinking of
this country, The economic field
consists of a public sector, the Cor-
porations and the Private Sector
The new educational scheme tog
will have these three features viz.
clusters or rural schools, one unit
sehools and private schools, The
emphasis on modernization, Eng-
lish, education for employment are
welcome changes, but the con-
centration on personal achievement
isan important trait of a capitalist
society.

He suggested that instead of
diplomas, degrees could be con-
ferred for Handicrafts, Interior
Decor ete., which will necessarily
increase the status of those sub-
jects. Religion has a vital role
to play in the curricular and co-
curricular activities of the school.
Hitherto the Education Department
bad been extremely fair in deal-
ing with the minorities and the
Ministerial Advisary Committee
on Christianity bad done exeellent
work with the assistance given by
the government.

Rev. Kenneth Fernando said
that the White Paper has no pro.
posal to ease the most important
problem of the country viz., the
racial problem. He held that un-
less schools like Royal
cloded in the cluster sysiem it
will be merely distributing pover-
ty, The new proposals also do

are in-

on White Paper

not have adequate plans to im-
prove English teaching, even though
English is emphasized in the pro.
posals. He also said that the
new proposals will in  no way
end the imbalance and inequality
between Colombo schools and other
schools, The Ebpglish educated
minority continue to enjoy severa
privileges.

Mrs, Damaris Pannila Vice
Principal, Ladies College said, that
the White Paper has failed to
point out the defects in the ex-
isting system of education, She
was of opinion that “ Work ex-
perience’ as a subject will not
be a suecess because it will not
be possible ta get qualified teachers
to handle those subjects. At pre-
sent Pre Vocational periods are
free periods in schools,

My, C. E. Anandarajan Prin.
cipal St. John'’s College, Jaffoa
pointed out that the present re-
quirements to enter the G, C. E,
[A.L.) class are too lenient and
considerablé amount of resources
could be saved by making the
requirements more difficult. He
said that 35% of the students
who appeared for the A. L. exa-
mination last
the four subjects, Changing the
name of G.C.E. (A.L) to
University Hntrance Examination
can be disastrous to the students:
Hitherto the G.C.E, (A. L,) has
been recognized by many foreign
countries as the standard for en-
trance to their Universities,

Mrs. Susila Niles, Lectarer
in Education University of Colom.
bo said the salaries of the teach-
ers should be substantially in.
creased if the government is
serious about improving the qua-
lity of education in Sri-Lankg,
Research has become a real luxury
because it invelves much expen-
diture and the scholar hag to
spend his own money when he
pursues academic research, She
felt that guidanee and counselling
was not given adequate emphasis
in the White Paper.

Mr. C. J. Oorloff, Former
Principal of Trinity College said
that the quality of teachers has
deteriorated fast. Furthermors ng
attempt is made to decrease the
number of students in classes,
The White Paper has not dealt
sufficiently with the gducation
of handicapped children,

Rev. Celestine Fernando, Mr.
Sunil Bastian, Miss Siranie Gu-
nawardoe Principal Ladies College,
Mr. Elmo Wijesinghe, Mr, K.
Laxmana Iyer, Mr. Shelton Wira-
singhe Principal Waesley College
and several others spoke. Rev,
IKenpeth Fernando summed up the
proceedings of the seminar.

Mrs, Chitra lernando Secre-
tary for Education, National Chris-
tian Council served as co-ordi-
pating officer and proposed a vote
of thanks,
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Soccer

Jaffna College Trounce

avourites at Big Match
The Jaffna College Football
teams met their traditional Big

Mateh rivals — St, Patrick's Col-
lege —on  their home ground
the Bicknel Field for their final
fixture of the season on Friday
the 6th November 1981, It was
an afternoon packed with excite-
ment for the unprecedented crowds
that gathered at Vaddukoddai
filling the pavillion and standing
all round the pitch five or six
deep. In the Third and Second
Eleven matches St. Patrick

s8 Won,
scoring 3 — pil

and 2 — nil,

The first teams of both sides
had maintained equally good re-
cords all through the Season and
hence the match was predicted
to be extra-keen this yvear. The
Patricians, however, were tipped
favourites and were clearly the
more confident team when the
match began, But, within a
few minutes, centre-forward Ste-
phen Kanagaratnam was
sweeplng past three
opponents and charging for a
virtually sure goal when h

Seen

A "penalty kick” given turned
"corner kick” and even the latter
could not be conyerted to a goal.
To demoralise Jaffaa College
spirits further, St. Patricks scored
the first goal soon after.

A thrilling game of scintillating
soccer then began. It was a dis-
play of skiliful manouvering tech*
niques among the forward line
players, chiefly Durrel] Andrew
who played left in and right
in and scored the first goal,
the right extreme Benildgs Xavi-
er and left extreme K. Sivaku-
maran. Kanagaratnam and An-
drew though carefully marked by~

the opponents kept sSweeping ahead

like rabbits neatly controlling the
ball every time they got it. The
defence too was rockstrong with
veteran player and erstwhile cap-
tain  Muraleetharan the centre
back and Kularatnam the full-
back. When Sivakumaran scored
the second goal jubilant crowds
of spectators stampeded into the
pitch in uncontrolled excitement
to pat the heroes on thelr backs,

After the third goal was
shot Patrician goal-keeper Chellap.
pab, acclaimed Jaffoa’s best, re-
tired to the pavillion hurt amd
sent in the reserve. By then the
underdogs were in top form and
in full control of the situation;
they gave no chance to the con-
lused Fatricians, The game ended
with a coovinciog and creditable
3 —1 victory for Jafina College,
4 historic event considering that
for the last thirleen years St.
Patricks consistantly defeated Jail-
na College — last year by 9 goals
10 will

- S M

defending .

Press Censorship

Under the existing State of
Emergency, Press Censorship has
been brought into operation from
21-8-81. The Competent authori-
ties are the Secretary to the
Minister of State and the Direc.
tor of Information.

Nuffield Children’s
Day with Interacts

To mark the United Nations
Year of the Disabled Persons
1981 the Interact Club (a service
club affiliated to Rotary Inter-

natiopal ) of St. John's College
bhad a programme called " Work
and Play with Nuffield” on

Wednesday the 4th November
1981, The Club entertained al]
the children of the Nuffield School
for the Deaf and the Blind at
an afternoon’s programme of
Variety Entertainment, a tea
party, a film show and a session
of teaching skills in sports. In
the Art and Essay competitions
which Interact conducted to
mark I. ¥. D, P. children of
Nuffield School, St. Jobn's College
several other

The4lnteract President N, ]

made the welcome speech and
Treasurer Asirvatham  proposed
the vote of thanks, Principals

Messrs C. E. Apandarajan  and
Jeyasingh David of St. John's -
College and Nuffield School alse
spoke.

‘Y’ Regional Council
New Office-Bearers

The
ing of
Counel

Apnual General Meet-
the Northern Regional
of YMCAs was held
at the Jaffna YMCA on the
31st October 1981 when 27
representatives of 9 member
units ‘attended, The following
were elected as office bearers
for the year 1981/82:

President: J. M. Sabaratnam
( Jaffoa )

Vice-Presidents: W. G, An.
appah ( Manipay) Rev. S. Jeya-
nesan [ Paranthan)

Hony Treasurer: M. Thambi-

thurai (Jaffoa )

Regional Secretary: S. Vijaya-
kulasingam (appointed by the
National Council of YMCAs, )

Committee Members: ], Selva-

rajah  (Navaly) LK. S. Caurtis
( Uduvil )
The Regional Council bade

farewell at the same meeting to
Mr. S. Param Ananthan the out-

going President who emigrated
to the USA this month. He
had been the President of the
Jaffoa YMCA and the Regional
Council and Chairman of the

Paranthan Youth Training Centre,
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EDITORIAL
Tellipallai

Tellipallai looms large in the history of the American
It was here that the first

Mission.

in 1816, It was the spring board
{ James

were launched. In fact,

young men who had been responsible for the

American Board, lies buried

missionaries including Daniel Poor,

Church Celebrations

Ceylon
American missionaries landed
from which all their activities

Richards, one of the Haystack
foundation of the
there along with some other early

It was in recognition of this fact that whe.n the Ter-Jubilee
of the American Ceylon Mission was celebrated in Sepl'amber 1966,
the first day's programme Was carried out at Tellipallai. And ?n
that oceasion wreathes were laid on the graves of the old mis-

sionaries buried there.

From 1816 to 1831 though the missionaries were stationed in
various places and there were a number of congregations szatmta'd
all over, ecclesiastically there was just one church. In 1831 this

church was split into five different churches:

Vaddukoddai, Telli-

pallai, Uduvil, Pandateruppu and Manipay. So that five churches

are entitled to celebrate their Ter Jubilee
stand that it is their intention to do so,

We unnder-
implementa-

this year.
though the

tion of their intention will carry over into next year.

Originally since we

missionaries used to carry on the work of
ordained national at Tellipallai was Mr.

there from 1870 till 1877.
in 18830.

had no ordained national

pastors the
the pastors, The first
A. Anketell who worked

He was succeeded by Rev. T. Christmas
He continued at Tellipallai for twenty four years and was

succeeded by Rev. S. Veerakatby who worked there for four years.
But the pastor with whom the church will be associated largely in
this century was the Rev. C. D. Velupillai who died in 1920.

From the middle of the
centre of gquite a few activites.

brought a printing press.

Editor of the Morning Star.

last century Tellipallai
In 1859 a Training School for
Tamil teachers was established there.

became a

In 1896 Rev. T. S. Smith

From abont the turn of the century the
Rev. J. H. Dickson was the chief figure at Tellipallai.
engineeer he took charge of the press.

Being an

He was also the IEnglish

During this peried Tellipallai was a bee-hive of many activities.

There was a Training Schopl,

Dickson was the English Edi
C. D. Velupillai was the I
Anglo Verngcular School and -
Union College under the
Thurairatoam in 1935. :

there was
School, an English School and Printing Press.

an Anglo Vernacular
The Rev. J. H.
the Morning Star and the Rev,
for the Tamil columns. The

ish School were combined into

“Bynamic principalship of Mr. I. P,

" The old order has now given way ta the mew. The Tellipallai

church still continues to be one of our leading stations.
the great services rendered by Tellipallai was that it
the npationals. In

great stalwarts ameng

One of
has produced
the old congregational

system financial arrangements were in a very unsatisfactory stage in

many churches, but not at Tellipallai because of the high
and sense of responsibility shown by its leaders.

The area catered to by the church

included Kankesanthurai alszo.
East, West, and South.
been noted for the regularity of

now deprived of the attendance of school

Even now it reaches far
The Tellipallai congregation has always

integrity

is vast. Till recently it

and wide,

its church attendance,

Though
boys and

10 a large

extent of teachers, preaching at the Tellipallai church is always an

inspiration to the preacher,

We wish long prosperity to the church.

St

Jaffna Mayor Launches Campaign for New Pablic Library

The Mayor of Jaffnoa Mr.
Rajah Visuvanathan is going all
out to raise emough funds within
the next two months to start the
building work on the new 15 mjl.
lion rupee three-storey black addi-
tion to the Jaffna Public Libra-
ry. He hopes to realise at least
rupees fifty lakhs before this
year ends so that work on the
foundation could be started in
January itself. At a Pregs Con-
ference he called last week the
Mayor explained the plang already
made for the project and steps he
is taking to realise the larget of
Rs, 15 million. He was confident
that some help will come fram
embassies in Sri Lanka and A580-
ciations of Tamils in Nigeria,
West Germany, USA and certain
other countries. He also informed
Feporters that by the special efforts

of the government of Tamilpady
all the publishing houses of Tamil.
nadu will hopefully send hereafter
a copy of every baok published
by them free to the Jaffoa Libra-
ry. Certain embassies also have
collections of backs to he gifted
to the new library. But the
urgent need, he says, is money
for the building and for this the
peeple of Jaffoa must come for-
ward and help. The Jaffna Pub-
lic Library Trust Fund Account
No. 2893 bas been opened
Bank. of Ceylon, Jatfna to receive
voluntary eontributions
So far the Mumcipai

at the

directly,
Council has

received from lesg thap thirty
contributors — individuals and ing-
titutions —a  total! of about one
lakh  rupees —the Tamil Front,

France (5,000/:), Mr A. Ariya-

ratog, President, Sr1 Lanka Jathi-

Calvin the Man and His Institutes

Christians generally remember
Martin Luther as the key figure
in the history of Reformation
but not all of them sufficiently re-
cognize the importance of John
Calvin the founder of the Reformed
Church (pot the same as the
Lutheran Church) and his con-
tribution to the whole movement.

Born 21 years after Luther
in 1509 in North France, to an
influential lawyer he persued
eagerly the study of civil law
abandoning his first intention to

prepare for a career in the

church, His legal training had a
decided inpress on his later work:
As a student of Orleans and

Paris Universities he was greatly
impressed by various hamanists
too. He lost his mothr as a
boy and his father as a youth
of 22. The vyear after his
father’'s death he started writing

books, the first being a com-
mentary on De Clementia (Of
Mercy) a treatise by Seneca

addressed to persecuting emperor
Nero. The book in chaste Latin
was acclamined as one of amaz-
ing erudition, showing his fami-
liarity with classical Greek litera.
ture.

In 1536 he
first edition of

published the
his boock " The
Institutes of the Christian Reli-
gion”. This lucid bandbook of
Protestant Theology is considered
the most influential book ever
written by S0 youog a man.
This wmagnum opus of Calvin
went through many editions and
translations and became for a
latge part of Western Christendom
the standard statement of Chris-
tian faith and practice next to the
Scriptures. He dictated the fina]
French translation from his sick
bed, even then suggesting to his
secretaries additions to be in-
corporated  into the text.
While later editions added illus-
trations and amplifications of
theological points, the skeleton
of the work remained the same
showing bow clear and consistent
Calvin was.

The story of Calvin's Refor-
mation beginning with bis efforts
to organise the Church ip
Geneva as 8 yonng pastor and
then confronting the city councij
with intense hatred for publig
mess, his exile and consequent
confugion in the city, his return
and gradual taking over of
practically full control of the
city’s civil as well as ecclesiasti-

ka Sarvodaya Shramadana Sanga-
maya (10,000/), Mr. E. Nadara-
jah, Colombegam (15,000) and
Rev, J. T. N, Handy (1,000/-) be-
ing some of the contributors, said
the Mayor. The highest contribu-
tion in the list is Rs. 33,651/- by
the Jaffna Mayor and MMCs.

The part of the building da-
maged by the fire of Ist June
1981 cannot be easily or quick-
ly ‘restored. The public cannot
be kept waiting long as the faci-
lity of a proper housing is a dire
necessity for the library, and
hence the cash donations for the
building has priority over gifts of
books, according to the Mayor,

Registered s ¢ Newspaper at the G, P, 0., Sts Lanka sunderNo, QB |100125]81.

Printed for the Jaltna Dipcese of the Cliurch of

cal affairs makes fascinating read-.

ing. It shows a man who was
unlike Luther in many ways,
always grave and inflexibles

restrained in conversation, lacking
in warmth and generosity. He was
not popular. Calvin’s unpopularity
was due in part to some of the
regulations he persuaded the city
council to pass. He saw to it
that the coeuncil abolished taverns
and established cafes instead, ban-
ned indecorous conversation, decreed
that meals should not be served
unless grace was said both
before and after the meal. He
also had a law passed against
the use of non-biblical names.
It could be said of him that he
bad only disciples or opponents
as it was impossible to be
neutral about him, As he him-
self said on his death-bed, many
feared him more than they
loved him,

Calvin had an over
ing sense of the greatness and
majesty of God. Divine sover-
eignty dominated his theology.
Convinced of the absoluteness- of
God, he believed that everythiog
that bhappens in the world is
known to God and subject to
his overruling action,

Many opposed vehemently
his theory of predestination. He
wrote that God does not will
all men to be saved and has
decreed some to eternal damna-
tion. To those who cavilled that
God was therefore upjust his
reply was, "' We know that God
always acts in justice. How
that justice works is beyond our
sight in this life”, ?

Luther was the prophetic
genius of the Reformation but
Calvin was its greatest organiser.
In fact, Lutheranism had little
success outside Germany and
Scandinavia, whereas Calvin was
the spearhead of Protestant
advance, the latter being more
definite and militant. Even to-
day the Reformed or Presbyterian
Churches are among the most
numerous sections of Protestan-
tism in Switzerland, France, the
Netherlands, the USA and Scot-
land. Calvin can rightly be called
the intermational reformer of
the Chureh.

master-

—G B S,

Devotional

The Peace of God

“...My peace I give unto
you; not as the world giveth
give 1 unto you ... ™

St. John 14:27.

Because our Lord said that
he gives his peace to wus, there
is an idea that what is neces-
sary is peace at any price. It
is necessary that we should re-
member that it is his peace he
gives. Mere guiet is not his
peace: the quiet that reigns when
the conqueror has annihilated
his enemies or subdued them
into slavery and eliminated all
possibility of resistance is not
God's peace, God's peace is
based on justice. 'When that
peace reigns in the world it
will be His indeed,

South Indin at Sri San-
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