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Press Censorship

Under. the, existing State of
Emergency, Press Censorship has
been brought into operation from
21-8-81. The Competent authori-
tiee are the Secretary to the
Minister of State and the Direc-
tor of Information.

Exec. V-P David Stowe
in Jaffna

Taking advantage of a week-
end break given at the World
Council of Churches Consultation
in Colombo, Dr. David Stowe tha
Executive Viece-President of the
United Church Board for World
Ministries flaw up to Jaffoa on
Saturday the 21st November and
in the company of the Bishop the
Rt. Rev, D. ], Ambalavanar visited
many places of misslonary inter-
est in the Jaffaa Diocese. He
viewed with eager interest the
historic places Tellipalai, Panda-
teruppu, Vaddukoddai, Inuvil,
Manipay etc., where the earliest
missloparies from the American
Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions (the predecessor of
the UCBWM ) had laboured from
one hudred and sixty years ago.
While standing at the grave of
tha very first of them, James

chards lha mus:onsry exeen-

d%intﬂ whls-
per a prayer. On Sunday he
preached at the morning service at
Chavakachcheri, and at the even.
ing service conducted by Uduvil
Girls’ College in Udavil Church,

At a lunch reception given
in his bonour on Sunday at Udu-
vil Girls' College by the clergy
and the Executive Committes of
the Diocese, the Bishop intro-
duced Dr. Stowe as one in whom
the UCBEWM had found a per-
son to be Dr, Telfer Mook's boss!
The Chief Guest spoke express-
ing his great joy and excitement
about his wisit to this oldest mis-
sion field of his Beard, He des-
cribed it as an '’ unforgetable ex-
perience . "I fesl asif a whole
history is washed over me like a
tidal wave’, be said,

He thanked the Diocese for
the warm bhospitality and for the
sense of shared life together in
our historic partoership. Impress-
ed with the Diocese's development
projects — Varany, Kilinochi, Chid-
ren's Homee etc., its venture in-
ta wider areas of evangelistic
enterprise South of Elephant Pass
and the planting of trees and
vineyards which project to its
future of fifty and hundred years
hence, he congratulated the Bishop
on the encouragiog steps taken
and wished the Diocese well. Ile
returned to Colombo on Monday
morning.

Himself a veteran In actual
mission field Dr, David Stowe has

experience of over twenty-three
years in China alone. Recently
he had taken a large group of

American Christians oo & visit to
chiﬂﬂn

It’s. Christmas in Jaffna

.The Youth of the North rang
in the festive season of Christ-
mas lustily leading in the singing

of their favourite carol * Masters
in this hall, Hear ye news to-
day..." when they held their 34th

Annual Festival of Carol Singing
in St. John’s College Hall on 20th
November 1981. It was credit.
able that despite the still uncer-
tain conditions of travel in the
nights, the festival did take place
with its usual colour and enthu-
siasm. Ten different school choirs,
8 Western and an Oriental Or-
chestra combined to give the
Jaffoa  public their traditional
Christmas musical treat. Mr. Je-
yasingh David of Nuffield School
directed the Eoglish numbers and
Miss, Thanadevy Suppiah of the
Ramanadan Academy, the Tamil
items of the combined choir and
orchestras. A prominent new face
in the eombined choir was that ef
the American missionary at Jaffna
College Dr. Robert Porter who
conducted his school choir item
“What Child is This......"

On the Sunday following, St.
John's College and Chundikuli
Girls' College combined had their
Carol Service in St. John's Charch,
Chundikuli. At the Festival
on Fnday thay sang a Tlm:l

EOPLy

Jaffna Gideons
Office-Bearers

At the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Jaffna Camp of Gideons
International held on the 4th No.
vember 1981 at St. John's College,
the following were elected as
office-bearers for the year 1981/82,

President: Mr. ]J. M. Saba,
ratnam,

Vice President apd Church
Assignment Secratary: Mr, C. E.

Anandarajan,

Camp Secretary Mr, V. J. J
Newton,

Camp Treasurer: Mr.C. Arul-
suthan,

Bible Secretary: Mg ], T.
Chelliah, ;

Camp Chaplain: Mr, E, S.
Curtis,

The Jaffna Camp of Gideons
was inaugurated in December 1979,
the founder President belog Mr,
W. J. J. Mather. Gideon Minis-
try is an international Organiza-
tion of Protestant Christian pro-
fessional and businessmen, with
headquarters in Tennessee, USA,
No clergyman can be 2 member
of it.

Visitors to Jaffna
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C. M. s, Missionary to
Nuffield School

The Church Missionary Socis.
ty of England has sent Miss Helen
Moorehead of Belfast, N.*Ireland
to serve on the staff of Nuffield
School |for the Deaf and Blind,
Kaithaly beginning  this month,
A graduate of the University of
Bitmingham and specialised in
the education of the deaf, Miss
Moorehead had taught at the
C.S5.I. School for the Deaf in
Madras for three years. At Nuf-
field School her special responsi-
bility will be training children of
the youngest classes in speech and
lip-reading.

German Churches’ Gift to
Sri Lanka Meéthodists

An organization of Protestant
Churches in Germany has granted
financial help for the evangelistic
and development work of the
Methodist Church of Sri Lanka.
With part of the money the
Methodist Church has bought two
new Japanese pick-up vans, one
for their use in islandwide evan-
gelistic work and another for the
Jeevodhayam Agricultural Fap,
Murunkan. 4

the guud rendemm “of 'it thny
slightly disappointed their fans
and friends who loek forward to
their special contribution of rich
numbers like the Hallelujah Chorus
from Handel's " Messiah™. Their
own Carol Service however was
as uosual in English only with the
favourite traditional Western ca-
rols interspersed with recitations
for meditation. The female voices
were as good as could be but
the good words of the recitations
might have been on the whole
better expressed. The accompany-
ing pianist was Mrs. Nirmala
Nithyanandan.

Conference President
Soma Perera Visits Jaffna

The Rev. Soma K. Perera, the
President of the Methodist Church
of Sri Lanka paid an official visit
to the Jaffoa and Pt. Pedro Cir-
cuits this month, He conducted
the Service of Confirmation in St,
Peter's Church, Jaffna on the 8th

inst,, and visited the areas: Pf
Methodist evapgelistic work in
Karaveddy.

Uduvil Girls’ College

THeE CoMBINED CHOIRS OF
Uduvil Girls' College
and
Nuffield School for the
Deat & Blind
WILL SING CAROLS
at
5.30 p. m,
on Monday 7th December 1981,
Mr. David Jeyasingh.
C. 5. 1. Church,

All are welcome,

Message !
Venue:

Uduvil.

Soon after the Faith and
Order Consnltation of United and
Uniting Churches in Colombo
this week, the following delegates
attending the Consultation are ex-
pected to visit Jaffua for a long
week-end: The Rev. John Bran/
don, a Consuliant on Church Unign
in USA, the Rev. Noel Davies/of
the Commission of Covenerting
Churches in Wales, the Rev. Dr.
Michael Kinnamon the Execative
Secretary of the Faith and Order
Commiission of the WCC, Gene-
va and the Rev. Mrs, K. Kinna-
mon. Oao Advent Sunday 29th
November they will preach at the
morning services at St. John's
Church, Chundikuli, St. Rater’s
Church, Jaffoa, St. [ames’ Chg:b.
Nallar and Cathedral Church, Vad-
dukoddai, "

Friends and wellwishers of
The Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of South India
are cordially invited to the
Opening of the
House of Hope
(a Home for Physically Disabled
Children )
by
Mr. Devanesan Nesiah

District Secretary & Govt, Agent,
Jaffoa

in Mcl.eod Hospital, Inuvil
on
Saturday the 5th December 1981
at 4,30 p, m.

(REV.) A. JEYARUMARAN
Manager, House of Hope.

The cﬁsm !‘ﬁCA Devalcp-
ment Fund (AYDF) has granted
U. 5. § 6,000 to Pandateruppu
YQ(CA for the cultivation of
/seasonal crops. This project will
mssist small seale and short term
farming activities of one hundred
farmers cultivating different vege-
table and cash crops.

The AYDF is the resource
pool of a common fund created
by the ¥MCAs in Asia, collec-
tively knmown as the Asia Area
Committee of YMCAs and office

based in Hoog Kong. Member
pational movements contribute
finances in the spirit of inter.

movement co-operation and grants
or loans are extemded to represent
the concern and involvement of
YMCAs in ne ghbouring national
settings.

Wanted

A Teacher for
Vaddukoddai Chureh Nursery.
Salary around Rs. 250/,
negotiable.

Apply to the Pastor,
Parsonage, Vaddukoddai,

In Loving Memory of
our dear Papa

Mr. V. A. Nesadurai
Called home: 30 November 1951

Affectionately rememberd by his
wife, daughters and families.

Regina Cotiage,
Varathalnivilan, Tellipalais
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DITORIAL ]
> ADVENT

nce again helps to focus our attention
i Snmn‘ fofC:::::.ntTohe word '‘advent' in its Latin original
oghe ::nmjng ? or ‘'arrival’ and duriog the four Sundays before
m;?.ns. com:n%x(:hurcb from very ancient times has called people’s
chﬂ“‘m”’m" :ha theme of Christ's coming. It looks back in s.zrats-
#tanhou :e to hié"-f;omiug in history at a particular time in history
o t'e:}!::sfnrward in expectation to his second coming at the end
“dhll“; rv when God's purpose for ereation and history will ‘ba ful-
ginm],s artéﬁksgiving in faith and trust in t!:e event of Chf’lst and
-"impe and aspi&bx_at’iﬂn in the final consummation of the meaning that
event therefore constitute the mood of Advent,

Of Christ's first coming St. Paul said "When the {uilm‘ass of
tims was ceme God seat forth His Son.” It was so crucial an
event that the world itself hegau to take the.measura of history by
that event, the perlod before as Before Chnst—.B. C,, and every
year after as the years of our Lotd — Anno Domini ... A, D, Ches-
terton therefore rightly described the event as ' the blov?' that broke
the vety backbone of history.” We look back in gratitude to that
event which took place nearly 2,000 years ago "When.tha fullness
of the time was come.” It was the "fullness of time” in the sense
that the time was ripe or most opportune. Even a casual study of
history would suggest to us that the time was right or opportune
for some cultural and historical reasons, For the first time the Ro-
mans had helped mankind to conceive of a “one world” as a con-
ceivable reality in history. The widespread network of Roman
roads, and the widely used shipping lanes helped to physically bring
together the nations, Travel and communication had been facilitated.
As one consequence of the triumphs of Alexander the Great in an
earlier era, the Greek lapguage and hellenistic culture had helped to
intaiz'!"ile. the nations cultarally, Greek was the lingua franca. Ro-
man law with rare exceptions was the law that helped to bring about
a .dénee of administrative unity among the natlons and the Roman
legions posted in the far-flung regions of the empire guaranteed the
Pax Romana peace at least in the sense of the maintenance of law
and order. It was the fullness of time in the semse that the world
wq,s made ready for the Gospel. Karl Barth commented on Paul's
wotds, ' fulfilled time is the y{llngss of that time when God was in
Christ reconciling the world ﬂn;_e. himself.”” The purpose of Christ’s
- commg was the world's reconciliation to God and that is the good
_pews of the Gospel.

_ The world was made ready and yet it was not ready. Herod
~and bis forces acted swiftly in an atfempt to thwart God's purpose.
of this world " symbolised by Herod

The hostility of " the pay
had its own little wriumph ay Calvary, The Pharisees and the Sad-
ducees, Annmas asd Caiapbas, ithe Roman soldiers and the crowds,
Herod and-Filate all united tg crucify the Son of God, The world
was made ready and yet it wa . not ready. The callous indifference
of the innkeeper towards a woman in travail symbolises the cold
cruelty of the world’s indifference in the face of injustice, poverty

and oppression, " He came unto iis own and his now received him
not.”

The Church which looks back te& Christ's first coming eannot
but ackoowledge the powers of evil still at work. Paoverty, illiteracy
and disease, oppression and exploitation at national and international
levels are facts of life today, The tartare chambers and dark prison
cells are still with us today. * Wars and rumours of wars” are
heard aloud, One of the super-powers alone /can boast of nuclear
arsenal which is enough to wipe out the entire world's
twelve titlnss aver, Yet in looking forward to Christ's second or
final coming the Church looks forward in hope to the ultimate
trinmph of God's purpose in history. There will be a final consum-
mation; the last word is not with man but with God, " The king-

doms of this world are become the Kingdom of our God and of
His Christ.”

Sydney Carter's song, "' Give me
tenge ”, is the fipal challenge to the Church as it observes the sea-
son of Advent. Gratitude fo an event of the past? Yes, :
tion and hope in a final comsummation ?  Yes, But what have these
to do with the present? Can we find comfort in an eseape into the
past or by a flight into a Utopia of (ha future ? Chris;mas is th
message of the birth of a baby, a life lived in this world of time
and space. It i5 incarnation, the Word becoming flesh, If faith s
real and expectation g living hepe then we cannot but h‘a engaged "5
the task of transforming the Present, The message of \g " l'n
that because_ of Christ's coming every year ig Anno DD : i ‘feit e
year of our Lord, the time of his reign of righteﬂusnas.snumm %

population

the good news in the present

Expeeta-

Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah off to Madu i

The Methodist Cireuit Supe-
rintendent Minister of the Colom-
ba‘ Moor Road = Jampettah Cir-
cuit the Rey, M. A, Ratnarajah
went this month with

academic yaar beginning from thia
month, The Ray, Jacob Kathire-
sapillai who wag at Maradang
Methodist Chureh succeeded him

bis family ag Pastor of Memoria Church

to the Tamilnadu Theologi 5
! ogieal Se-  Moor Road w
i . L : 1 ellawatte and
= aywlj\tl:;dur:l where he will Rev. K. P. Govindaraj as L“:rr-ujr'u
Siting  Frofessor  fgr one  Superintendeny, : i

CISRS Bangalore Biennial
Meeting

The Twelfth Biennial Council
of the Christian Institute for Ithe
Study of Religion and Society
et in SCM House, Bengalore
from tne 16th to the 18th No-
vember 1981,

The Council received and dis-
cussed five papers presented Dy
the Executive Staff of the Insti-
tute :

Mrs. J. Chatterji:
Praise and Struggle.

Rev, R. W. Taylor:
Research and Churches.

Rev. A. M. A. Ayroockuzhiel:
Study of Religion.

Mr. M. E, Prabhakar: Caste-
Class Status in South Indian Chur-
ches and Mission.

Waomen in

Social

Dr. Jobn Augustine: Reflec-
tions on Churches' Involvement in
Development.

Dr, Herbert JaiSingh eonduct-
ed the Bible Studies,

The Secretary and Director
Dr. Saral K. Chatterji said in his
report that Dr. S. ]J. Samartha
from the WCC Offics, Geneva
bad joined the staff in April this
year as Consnltant to the Dis-
logue programme and that Mr.
G. R. Karat had resigned on 1
July 1981 to join the Christian
Conference of Asia as its Com-
munications Secretary. He also
listed to the Council a total of
one hundred and fifteen Seminars
and Conferences comducted by
the CISRS in wvarious parts of
India during the biennium 1980 —
1981, He opened his biennial re-
port with a quolation from Eccle-
siastes: " My son, there is some-
thing else to watch out for.
There is no end to the writing of
books, and too much study will
Wear you out’. His report ended
with a note of caution, " All' our
endeavours are mot for ourselves;
if they are they will wear us out
and come to nothing, If op the
other band they are in obedience
to God's command and ip res-
ponse to Jesus Christ’s ministry,
we have nothing to fear.”

The Treasurer Mr, S, A, Sal-
lathurai presented a 2.8 million
rupee budget for staff salaries and

programme in 1983, To get up
the proposed nmew Narth India
Centre it will cost another few

million rupees, Receipts and Pay-
ments for the year ended 3| De-
cember 1980 totalled Rs, 4.5 mil-
lion (Indian rupees),

Mr. A, Kadirgamar attended

the Council meeting ag the re-
presentative of Jaflna Collega
which is oane of the twenty-nine

full members of the CISRS, The
last Biennial Council was held In
Calcutta in December 1979 at
which meeting Mr, Silan Kadir-
BAmAr represented Jaffna College.

The CISRS Bangalore sat
up in 1957 by founder Director
Dr. P, D. Devanmmiam is plag-
niog to celebrate its Silver Jubj.
lee mext yeir with Memorial
tures amd he publication of n
documentary souvenir containing
the history of (he Instituta,

Lec-

Registaved as a Newspager

Examination Success

Miss Sharmaleni Brodie, Mu-
sic Teacher, Jaffna College has
got through her Licentiate Exa_-
mination [ Practicals) of the Tri-
nity College of London (LTCL)
held in Colombo this month. The
teen-aged College pianist is also
the Cathedral Church organist and
the youngest member of the staff
of Jaffna College where her father
is and grandfather was a jubila-
rian teacher.

Vinodh the New Chaplain
of Colombo University

The National Christian Coun-
cil of Stl Lanka has invited Dr.
Vinodh Ramachandra Nuclear En-
gineer — (the only ome in the
country) — to help as Chaplain to
the University of Colombo. Vinodh
an old Thomian left St. Thomas'
College, Mt, Lavinia ten years
ago to do his engineering studies
in Londen University where oo
completion of his first degree he
proceeded straight on to do his
Master’s and doctorate and ob-
tained his Ph. D. from the same
University, Vinodh is an Apgli-
ean by Church affiliation and
has lived in Colombe or London
all his life but his father Mr.
Ramachandra hails from a Hindo
family in Manipay.

While in London doing his
studies Vinodh attended services
mostly at All Souls’ Church, Lan-
gham Place a prominoent evange-
lical Church within the Anglican
Communion, and devoted much
time in the various activities of
the Church, He feit urged to
work for God among students

and became a Lay Student Pas.
tor following the training pra-

gramme offered by his Church
to help such workers. With two
years' experience in that capacity
he returned to Sri Lanka last
year when he felt the need to serve
his homeland as an evangelist —
not as a nuclear engineer!

Presently he is working in-
formally mesting professionals and
University students in Colomba,
The only recognised and registered
body of Christian students in the
University of Colombo, he says,
is the Varsity Christlan Fellow-
ship which meets in homes of
members or supporters for prayer
and Bible study,

Vinodh is also a popular lay
preacher in the Methodist Chur-
ches of Colombo. He finds that
the Methodists use lay leadership
more than the Anglicans do, and
takes opportunities given him to
preach at worship services, All
Souls’ Church, Langham Place is
presently supporting him finanei-
ally as one of its nearly thirty
missionaries in different parts of
the world. Vinodh higs giving him-
self time to decide when, where
and how he should commit him-
self to ordafned or honorary mi-
nistry in the Church.

On a brief wvisit to Jaffna
last week the young chaplain met
his former student friends of the
Colombo Varsity Christian Fellow-
ship and shared his thoughts with
the NCC Chaplain to the Uni.
versity of Jaffoa Rev. S, N.
Sugunananthan,

cato W, Srd Lanka underNo. OB [100t 25151,
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