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NEWS FROM
MANY QUARTERS

Dr. Raj Thamotheram, son
of Mr, C.J. Thamotheram and
of Mrs. Thamotheram has been
appointed National Director of
the Nuclear Weapons Freeze
Campaign. A Doctor ef Medi-
cine from Bristol Univessity,
Dr. Thamotheram hopes that
by combining visionary goals
(as reversing the arms race) with
pragmatic steps like stopping the
underground nuclear tests). the
Freeze Campaign will reach all
those who value peace and secu-
rity but haven’t yet become in-
volved, Super-power [conflict
Foul__d, he adds, readily spill over
into areas like Sri Lanka, un-
less we meed to get the nuclear
powers powers co-operating to
solve global, political and soci-
al crisis.

The passing awa)-v in Colom-
bo,on 24-9-1988 of-Mr. A. D.J. N.

.Se!vadumi removes from our
scene a sportsmaa of Sri Lanka

\ ; school boy reco:

e er s¢hog y record
:hen against Wesley College he
scored a memorable 144 which
mcluded 34 runs (5 sixers and

one four) ia one over. He is
altf‘u the winoer of the coveted
}Vll}o_g Bartlet Cup for the best
md_w't'dual performance in Ath-
letics. He is the son of the
veteran Jaffna Educationalist

and Principal, Mr, Nevins Selva-
durai,

) ]?r. E. S. Thevasagayam
Principal of St. John’s Coilegt;
Jaffna met the alumni of St
John’s College, Jaffna on De-
cember 4, 1988 at the Puiney
Methodist Church Hall, London.
Mr. C. Sathiyamurthy is Presi-
dent and M. Sebaratnam is Se-
cretary of the London Branch of
the O.B. A.

The Watch night Service of
the Putney Methodist Chusch
was held on 31 - 12- B8 at 10-45
p. m. The Preacher will be Dr.
Wesley Ariarajah. The service
will be conducted by Rev. 5. S.
Karunairajah of the Jaffna Dist-
rict Methodist Church, presently
following 4 conrse of study in
London.

Mr. S. Arumugam of Nallur
4 retired Engineer who has been
in U. K. since 1983 is now wor-
king oa the story of Nallur,
the Capital city 1215— 1618 A.D.
and is compiling a Dictionary
of Biographies of the Tamils.

Cnelvakumar Niles and
Dilhani Sabapathy were united
in wedlock at United West Elles-
mere Church gearbrorugh, On-
tario, Canada on August 27, 1988,

UDUVIL. GIRLS COLLEGE
The Annual christian pro-
g_rummclhia year of Uduvil girls
L:olicge wias @ Christian
Cantata “The Reason for Chri-
stmas™ — presented at the Udu-
vil Church oo Sunday 27th of
November at 9. 30 A.M.

The main choir comprised
the senior girls and younger
members of the Staff whe pre-
sented the programme from the
After, with the theme on bold
type embossed on a lavge banner
spanning the. entire alter—
sp..ce.

The aarrators were also in-
terspersel among the cheir
while the Junior girls presented
an appropriate tablean omn a
small stage on the right wing
of the Church.

The small Children, boys,
and givls, joyfully infused the
note of merriment of the sea-
son by their rendering of -“whi-
te copper bells, sweet simple
bells, all seem to say, throw
cares away’’, though it was aot
very easy for the sdults in the
*scongregation tonear the ‘bells’’
or “throw their cares away” in
the ‘Climate’ today in Sri Lanka
which continues be foggy this
Christmas too0.

The choir the main and the
auxilary did reflect through the
ssintense lyricism’ of their ‘pie-
ces’, the heart of the theme:-
Let's give christ his place in
Christmas.

THANKSGIVIG SERVICE

A service of thanksgiving for
the life, work and witness of Mrs.
Pushpamany Nesiah(who depart-
ed this life oa 13th Nov.1987) was
held at St.John the Baptist’s
Church, Chundikuli oa the 28th
December 1988

The service was conduct-
ed by the Viecar of the Parish
Rev. J. Sarvananthan and the
sermon was preached by the Arch-
deacon ol Jaffna, Ven Canod
Donald J).Kanagaratnam. The
Viear of Nallur, Rev, Isaac Selva-
ratnam alsu assisted in the Ser-
vice

The [irst lesson (Proverbs
31, 40-41) was read by the elder
son of the deceased, Mr. Devane-
san Nesiah and the secona lesson
(St.John 5 24-29) by the grand-
daughter Kaushala Joseph, ~hile
another grand daughter, Niranjala
Joseph,gave a foushing note *fyou
are my witness', These grand-
childrea and a proup of children
of connected familizs rendered a

special Tamil Lyric composed by
Mr. E. Anandanayagam and  sef
{o music by Mrs. Anandanayagam

My, 1. Nesiah the husband
of the deczased recollectsd snat-
ches of their life together. He
said that Pushpamany made a
very distinetive contribution in
bringing up their four children
when her involvement in various
Hetivities put so much responsibi-
lity on her. He ended on the note
that he was grateful to God for
affording him a pariner who
helped to make their joint
journzy in life sometuing of 2
spiritual quest.

Mrs. Paranithi Arulrajah
paid a deeply moving tribute
to Mrs. Nesiah as a neighbour,

friend and one who led an ex-
empiary life. She said what nat-
ure bestowed to her in her com-
pound, she freely shared with
her neighboucs most noteworthy
was her loving relationship with
her brothers and sisters and their

families. Even when she was
bed-riddea she remained calm,
cool and collected, bearing a

smile when meeting anyone.

This thanksgiving  service
closed with prayer led by Bishop
D. J. Ambalavanar

Bishop Kulandran. was
among the large gathering that
filled the church in this most ins-
piring service.

Those present retired after
the servics, to St. Johm's Coll-
ege Jubilee Hall to tea and
refreshments.

TINY TOTS CORNER

A note on Variety Entertain-
ment at Chavakachcheri,

It was my privelege to att-
end the annual variety entertain-
ment at Chavakachcheri on the
12th instant: put up by Tiny
Tots corner at Chavakachcheri, &
sleepy Town 10 miles to the
South of Jaffna Town. The calm-
ness and serenity of which is
often punctuated by occasional
pomb blast and gun-fire. In the
midst of this the kids and the
invited people were treated to
4 formidable programme of 21
jtems in English and Tamil las®
ting 2 1/2 hours followed by the
asnal curfew. 1t was heartening
that not a siagle kids name oce-
ured in the entire programme,
4 whole some departure form
the usual as kids can be some-
times disapoiated and sulky if on-

ly soms names are mentoned.
The kids showed no lapse in
memory on their part- Th

X \ ;
i b W }i%d ?kuddal.
(,.!}5..“ 20 7

ed by Mrs,
ireciress  of the
The items were main®
ly sroup items.  There were
three or four playlets, while there
were slso two Band items- Naga-
suram (tamil) and percussion
Band-the later would have do-
ne evedit to any such Band in
any Colombo School. There
was also a speech by two kids
(Tamil & English) oa <Shelter
for the Home- less >* Politics for
kids must be taught this way,
which thev will be called upoa
to play throughout their entire
lives.

institute.

A visit to the Nursery land
also a play-let in English was
most entertaining. It was alto-
gether an entertainiag two and
a half hours.

J.D.C.S,I. FESTIVAL

With a full ecclesiastical
procession, the Cross at its he-
ad borne by a senioT student o f
the Christian Theological Sem-
inary, the annual festival of
the Jaffna Diocese of the Chu-
rch of South India began at 8

‘a.m on Saturday, Ostober 22md
ia the Cathedral Churc! s
Vaddukoddai. '

cluded the ordination of the
Reverend V Rajkumar, who is
now serving fhe Chwa’heﬁé‘h-
eri church. He presented  bim
gelf at the altar, accompanied by
his wife, the former Miss The_
yakumari Murugesu. Holy Com-
munion was celebrated by the
Rt Rev D.J. Ambalavanas, with
the assistance of several clergy-
The joyful music was led by the
Jaftnz College Tamil Choir un-
der the directionof Mrs. Jeeva Ra-
tnasabapathy. Rev. A. Jeyaku-
maran preached the sermon
«Go and Make Them Discipl™

es.*"

After tea a public meeting
continued the programme. St
John’s college Principals D E-
5, Thevasagayam, addressed the
Jarge crowd on the subject of
the Jaffna man and his edueati-
onal deficiencies. He stressed
reaching the young child to be-
have with 7tespect for others.
Lacking opportunity to leara fr=
om other communities, he mu=
st educate himself to openness
towards them. In guiding the chi-
|d in both Qpenness and man-
nerly behavieur, parents and
teachers share equally the res-
ponsibility.

Entertainment for the occa~
sjon took place in Jatfna Col-
lege’s Ottley Hall, pmvide_d by
the vaddukoddai Youth Fello-
uwship, with & drama on sci!’lc!_f-
and by & group of musi.

SOESS,
( Continued 4th Page )
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Editorial

PROFESSOR S. VITHIANANTHAN

: After forty-four years of University teaching
the curtain has finally fallen on Prof. Vithiananthan
who as everybody, knows was Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Jaffna for the last ten years. He was
the man who could draw tributes from various gquar-
ters. All of them would be of a highly complimentary
nature. Professor Vithiananthan was a man very much
at home in the world. All races, religions, languages
and countries were the same to him. He had of cou-
rse not visited all the countries nor did he know
many languages. But he would have had no objecti-
on or prejudice against any of them.

He was essentially a Tamil scholar and obtai-
ned his Ph.D Degree of the London University on a
thesis entitled <<Tamil Culture'. Buf he was not cir-
cumscribed by his studies. He was amanof widecu-
lture; appreciative of all cultures and civilisations.
All this does not mean that he was lackada ical just
letting the world go by and things happen in their
own way. He had definite convictions and was will-
ing to stand by them at whatever cost. This enabled
him to run his University when all other universites
were closed. and he was respected for his convictions
both by his staff and by the public in general.

He involved himself in po litical matters as well.
Though he never appeared on a public platform or deli-
vered political speeches, he was very much in polit-
ics taking sides. He was able to run the Conference
of the International Association for Tamil Research in
1974. The Conference asis well known created many
complications and problems, but Professor Vithianan-
than went through it without the least deviation from
the paths that he had been set before him-

Though he was popular the world outside, ess
entially the tasks of a Professor lies among his stud-
ents That he was able to carry on his duties with
out any serious complaint shows how he wasg respect
ed both for his learning and for his attitude of con
ducting the administration without fear or favour.

Particularly in grammatical studies he was an
enthusiast and made his students fas interested in th_
em as he was. But he certainly did not neglect liter
ature, but as everyone knows the key to ancient lan-
guage is  grammar.

We pay our tribute to a departed soul who was
an ornament to the Tamil community when he lived.

5. K

THE MORNING STAR

_ THE CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
OF SRI LANKA
CHUNNAKAM

Mr. A. Kadirgamar, the re-
tired Principal of Jaffna Colle-
ve, Vaddukoddai, assumed dul-
ies as the Registrar of the Ch-
ristian Theological Seminary and
th= Institute for Lay People at
Chuanakam on the 1 st Novem-
ber, 1988, Courses are in essi-
on for the Diploma of the
Seminary and the B, Th course
af the University of Serempore.
The Rev, D. R. Ampalavanar
serves as Senior Lecturer and
Dean of Students. Several me-
mbers of the clergy and other
asademics from schools and the
Jaffna University serve as visi-
ting lecturers. Sevak Sam Alf-
red of the Christa Seva Ashr-
am js very much a part of the
worshipping community or the
Seminary,

There is already an R. C
P. Welch Bnilding of four fla_
ts for members of the staff
Many more buildings are com-
ing up fa,t commemorating the
names of some of the beloved
pioneering American Missionar-
ies of the early 19th century
such as Dr. James Richards
(of the Hayastack Five), Miron
Wiaslow and Benjamin Meigs.
The 200 th Birth Anpniversary
of the Rev. Dr. Daniel Poor
anothee pioneering Missionary of
1816 and the first Principal of
the Batticotta Seminacy (pred.
ecessor of Jafina College) in
1823, falls on the 27 th of
June, 1989 and the Seminary
plans to observe and celebrate
this meaningful event suitably.
New studeats wiil be admitted
in May this year.

{ Continued fist Page )

cians from the Kilinozhchi chu.
rch. We on the Peninsula we-
re particularly delighted to see
the folk from south of Elepha-
nt Pass participating in the pr-
ogram me.

Lunch was amply provided
for all at the Levi Spaulding
Boys Home behind the Cathe-
dral Church, under the super-
vision of S. Ratnavel of Pand-
ateruppu. All present were gra-
teful for a day of wundisterbed
worship, inspiration and fellow-
ship.
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A CALL TO ETERNITY

In a world where sin rTuns
Amuek,
Where Man’s fate is based

solely upon his luck,
Oaly a modicum stands firm
within God’'s Grace,
To be chosen to lead his race,
For when Jesus died upon his

CrOss,

His words of wisdom weren’t
Pidgeon and tess,

He said all who love me will
advocate my cause,

For my Almighty father stands
above these mundane Jlaws.

I have died here so sou shall be
free,

To be
Etzrnity.

forgiven all through

I know so few who have abided
to God’s t-uths,

Who have walked with kings and
laborea with uncouths,

Who hav: cherished God’s Law
with faith and hope,

So when hardships fall they will
sustain and cope,

When all other mea have died
once or twice,

Who have based their existence
en corruption and lies.

I knew of a man who stood
staunch and tal],

Who aever knew what it meant
to take a fall, . '

And when God summoned this
Valiant man,

To come to heaven and join his
band,

My grand unclc yeilded to this
call,

To walk in heaven with Peter,
Mark, and Paul,

For god knows that this Mor.
tal was one of His sons,

Beaucse when all others
“Many a Time”,

died
My thurumama ‘““died but once”

By
Dinesh Jeshuran
615, Riverside Drive,
Cheshire
Connecticut 06410
U. S, A,

JAFFNA COLLEGE

Prize Giving

1989

will be held on Wednesday 5 th April at 9.30 a. m

CHIEF GUESTS :

Prof. A THURAIRAJAH
Vice Chancellor University of Jaffaa

and Mrs . A THURAIRAJAH
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