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WILLIAM MATHER
MEMORIAL WOMEN’S
CENTRE DAY.

It was good toremew the Cen-
tre's Annual Day Celebratioas
after a lapse of two years-a lapse
due to unavoidable circumsianc-
es. The children had worked
hard and with great enthusiasm.
The grounds looked festive and
inviting. [y

The Day’s programma began
with an inspiring and meaningful
Praise Service led by the Nufficld
School for the Deaf and Blind.
Miss. S. Sinnappu, . Principal,
Kopay Training College, gave a
thought provoking message stres
sing the ‘service’ aspect of our
Faith, blending her talk with the
theme of the service. The service
ended with prayer and benedic.

i tion by Sevak Sam Alfred.

At tea the visitors were enter-
tained by songs rendered by the
children of the Centre. The sing-
ing was good and added to the
eheerful atmosphere of the Day.
Specia] prizes for commendable
performance¥ 3t examinations we-
re distributed by the Rev. Govin-
tharsj.

vas followed by a mini-
; a review of the various
activities of the Centre. The
mini-sale was declared open hy
OUr vice-president, Mrs. S. 1.
Gunasekaram. The Day’s activi-
ties ended with a ‘very tasty
luneh® — to  quote one of our
guests.

The function was well atten-
ded. It was a joy to meet again
with the many friends of the Cen-
ire, to walk arourd the grounds,
view the work that was going on
and to have fun, buying things in
the stalls, run by the Centrein
collaboration with the Service
Guilds of the churehes and
Scheols.

Saturday, 4th of March was
certainly a happy day for the
children and workers of the Cen-
tre because it showed that we
live in a ‘caring’ community.
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Dear Sons & Daughters of
Late Robert, Hilda, Merey & to
the Pullainayagam brothers,

It s with deep
a sense of personal loss that
I have heard of the death of
dear Robert, a classmate of
mine for ten to twelve years,
from the Kkindergarten up to
Cambridge Sexior.
intelligent, he
was always on the top of the
class and set scorching pace
for the rest of his class. He
had 4 keen sense of humour for
he was the first to see the
humour in any situation'when
he would jaugh loud and
clear,

regret and

Bright and

_I__-;_s1nblisher.l 1

1841: A Christisn Weekly: Published Every

THEMORNINGSTAR

_Regiatcrcd as a Newspaper at the General
under No. Q/J /104 News, 89

Yol. 149 Jaffna, Friday,

RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN

He carrcied in his long name
*“Robert, Edward, John, Allega.
cone, Sethukavalar™, and
abbreviated geneological chart
combining names from his father’s
and mother’s side. He was con-
scious of the fact that his pat-
ernal grandfither Rev. Newton
Sethukavalar had secured an M.
A. Degree in the late ninetees
and Robert was inspired by this
and lived up this standard by
securing first division pass in
the London B. A. General Degree
Examination, a creditable achieve-

ment for a person doing a Gen-
eral Degree. [ have no doubt

that if he had the good fortnne
to go on to Cambridge, he would
have beem Professor of Mathe-
mati:s like Suntharalingam and
Gulasegaram.

Having been associated with
Robert form boyhood days, I
must refer to his paternal uncle
R. N. Sethukavalar under whose
loving care and tutelage Rebert
grew np during his College days
and who in no small measure
contributed to his success.

Robert. was known to have
been a good family man, a
delicated local preacher in the
Methodist Church in which he
rose Lo . be a Vice President in
the early years of its constitut

~lon as an autogpomous body.

Though we parted company
after college, we kept in touch
with each other by exchangiog
Christmas cards ia most years
and also remembering each other
on  our raspective
in some year. 1 was happy to
meet him in Jaffna after my
retivement though I fouad him
still i hamess with either tutor-
inz or lecturing. T have met
scores of his paststudents and
their parents in Jaffui who
hold him in high esteem and
gratitude.

When I went to see him
some six  years ago before I
left for UK. and U.S.A, where
I was periviledgd to reside for
the last five years, I was deeply

touched when [ bade him
goodbye that he kissed m-
quite unlike him. When |

come to think of it now, I sup-
pose he might have had strong
premonition that we were not to
other again. On my
retura aponl six Lo eight mon-
I wrote 1o him and he
replicd but there was no hint
of his 1lloess in it.

SCE CHCN

ths ago

I was also happy to head
that he had acquired a house
property i Jaffna but 1 do not
think he would have settled
down there as Buatticaloa was
dedr 10 his  heart and it is
titting that  his  remains  were
mitevied there where s0  many
of hisforebears are also buried:

To you all, his intimate
relations | tender my deepest

sympathy in the sure knowlege

that  his  truly Christian Life

which he professed and

Predched will be some conso-
latiod.

10 March

birth days -
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IS A REPROACH TO ANY FEOPLE
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I must say that except fop

a daughther and son T have not

met any of his other children’.

If there is any one in Jaflfna
ia the house he bouzht recent-
ly, I would like to be put in
touch with him or her whom
I would like to mest when I go

to  Jaffna sometime. I have
alttached a fair copy of his
letter for transmission to the

Pu]lenayagam brethers, both of
whom I know very well.

I am not sure if th: M=atho-
dist Church Reco-d is still be
ing published, I would like you
1o transmit a copy of this letter
to its Editor for publication in
an abbreviated form.

With kindest

regards.

Golden Jubilee
NMNW

Mr. A. Gunanayazam, fome-
rly of the Staff of Jaifna College
and Mrs. Ranee Gunanayagam
(nee A. Barr Kumarakulasinghe
of Tellippalai) Celebrated rece-
atly innorth Amzriea, with their
children and grand children, the
golden Jnbilee of their marriage
solemnised at the Tellippalai
Church in 1938.

WEDDING.

Gnanarajan Arynthathy

The marriage was solemnised
at the ot. John's church, chundi-
culi on the 6th of Fsbruary, 1989
at 3 p.m of Gnanarajan, son of
Mt. & Mrs. Sebaritaasingham of
Varuthailaivilan, Tellippalai and
Arunthathy daughter of Mrs. T.
Paramapathy and the [ate Mr.
Paramapathy of Ol Park Road,
Jaffna. Both Gaanarajan and
Arunthathy are on the Academic
Staff of the University of Jaffna.

CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,
CHUNNAKAM.

Applications are invited for
the Preparatory Classes leading
to the Diploma of the Seminary
and B. Th Courses of the Ser-
ampore University, Minimum
quahf‘icu!iuus for the Diplomt
Course i5 six passes in the
G.C.E. (O/L) and for the B. Th
Course i85 three passes in the
G.C.E (A/L). Other details and
application forms may be ohtai-
ned from the Registrar’s office.
Application close on 3lst of
March, 1989,

A. Kadirgamar,
Registrar,
Christian Theological Seminary,

Chunpakam.
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MAJOR. Selvanathan Kadirga
mar (Bhai) passed away on Dec
10th of February 1989. He was
the beloved husband of Vasan-
thi (nee philips) and father of
Lilani, and Ramanie son of the
late sam and Parimalam (nee
Mather) Kadirgamar and brother
of sam, Q. €. Iswarie Richards,
the late Rear Admiral Rajan,
late Thirumalar and Lakshman
(Genera),

His Ashes will be brought
from 10,500 Rockrille Pike,
Rockri[lc M.D. 20852 U.S.A. and
interred at the general Cemetry
Kanathe later.

T RN PR T PR PR R TR
BOOKS & MAGAZINES

Wanted by Foreign Resea
tch Organisation books, mag-
azines and pamphlets on all
subjects pertaining te Sri
Lanka.

Those published ia Eng-
lish before 1948 prefeired,
Immediate payment. Please
write in English giving det-
ails including author, year
of publication and price ex-
pected fto. b

CMM s e s
ZODIAC ENTERPRISES Ltd.
227 D Qalle Road,
Colombo 3.
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THE JAFFNA
DIOCESAN COUNCIL,

The 42nd Annual Sessions
of the Jatfua Diocesan Coun-
cil commenced on  Thursday
the 9th of March 1989, with
the Worship Service at the
Cathedral Chuvch, {led by
Rev. G. D. Anandarajan.

The Service was followed
by the business sessions at Otley
Hall, Jafraa College, Vaddu-
koddai, presided over by the
Bishop of the Diocese, the Ri.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar.

Votes of Condolence were
passed on the passing away,
during the year of the following
members of the Council:-

The. Rev. S.T. Asecervatham
The Rev. J. ). Ratnarajah

The Rev. Sam Thampoe

Mrs. Daisy Gopalaratnam
Dr. (Mr3) Maoses

My, J. M. Sabaratnam

Mr. E. V. Ponnudurai

Mr. Suhirtharatnam Winslow.

These votes were proposed
respectively by Rev. D. R.
Ambalavanar, Rev. S. Jeyanasa‘rl.
Rev. D. S. Thiagarajah, Mlxss
C. V. Selliah, Mr. A.R. Kadir-
gamar, Dr. S. Jebanesan, Rev.
T. S. Premarajah and Rev. D. R.
Ratnasingam.

After a brief interval, the
House met agiin to Iisfsfl to
Rev. Paul Clayton, a Mlnlltt‘:f
of the United Church of Christ
and a member of Board 9‘
Trustees of Jaffna College im
Boston, who was en a four - day
visit te the Jaffaa Diocese of

the C. 5. L
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EDITORIAL

THE PARLIAMENTARY
GENERAL ELECTION AND AFTER.

Still at an inpasse over cyucial issues, the raling party in
Sri Lanka worked out the touchiest item in its political agenda - the
Niath Parliamentary General Election & after Independence
on Wednesday, 15th of February. 1989, with clection officials
keeping their fingers crossed over their security and voters
keeping & Stiff upper lip over election issues or fortunes of
parties.

The Election. held after a lapse of eleven years, triggered
in the minds of many people an understanding bewilderment.
The nineteen political parties, and the whole array of candidates
fielded by each political party in every district, with candidates
even of different political lines, coming under the same bannec:
symbolised ominously the semse of frustration and apprehension,
that overshadowed the path of the ‘parties’ of the country, which
have beea muddling through from one ] political crisis to ano-
ther since 1983,

In the predominantly Tamil areas, garbed in controversy-
the TULF contested as a block, with the EPRLF, ENDLF and
TELO, taking on the same election symbol but wiih the fronti-
ers beiweea them at times biurred and difficult to delineate.
The block fielded 46 candidates for 31 seats. The Eelam Reve-
utionary Organisaiion of studeats (EROS) contested as an lade-
pendent group, while the Democratic People’s Liberation Front
(DPLR) fielded candidates not merely in Jaffna but in Nuwara-

Eliya. The All Ceylon Tamil Congress (ACTC) stuck to its
Jaffna seat which it has always contcsted and the All Ceylon
Muslim Congress contested the Amparai Seat. The UNP and

SLFP too fielded candidates in the East and in some districts
in the North. It was a political scenario unprecedeunted in the
anais of the countr,, designed, it appeared, to raise the curtain
eventually on a new Act in the political drama.

The Proportional Representation System, introduced for
the first time, brouzht into the scenc, an aggravating political
exercise, Techuical jargons of “‘preferences’, ‘‘bonus seat’,
“the natiomal list™, ‘‘cut-off point” ete ete, filled the aiz

making the voters’ minds onfused with a mixture of attractioa

#nd repulsicn at the new experiment they were called upon to
try and a1t the new scheme by which every Party’s fortunes
were (o be assessed.

The rejected votes at the first General Election in Srj
Lanks on the system of proportional representation was, by all
standirds high, — 12 to 14 pereeat of the votes polled. In the
babel of violezce and despair in the couamtry, the rural vyoter
had very litile opportunities to get instruction in the mechanics
of voting. Whatever information he got was belated perhaps,
snd a radical departure from what he knew earlier, when
cleven vears ago he went to a polling booth to vote. A wag,
chan pioning the cause of the rejects is reported to have however

commenied that they ( the rejects ) need not be disillusioned as
they had ‘faied’ better than some of the par:ies.
What has tapped a strong current of sentiment in the

minds of many respoasible people was that the conclusion of
the Election did not bring with it the much dreamt of sigh of
relief. The backdrop of escalating violence, synchronising with,

and followine the eclection was proof if proof was needed,
that the pelitical problems facing the country were naggingly
resisttant (o easy solutions.

Pregident  Premadasa. musing on events immediately
Wiei he was elecied isreported to have said that over 10,000
St Lrakaas have been killed since 1983, 1491 political killings
havinz been repo-ted 1n the four months since 1988. Other
stunaing figures published in newspapers from time to time
have focussed altention on the undertow of helplessness oa
the pasit of law culoreing authorities to stem the tide of vie-
l=nce in the land.

Even as we write these notes, the law and order situ-
ation in the border villazes of the North - East region was
beroming a matter of grave concern. An exchange of letters
Betwesn Lhe Leador of th: Opposition, Mrs. Bandaranayake and
the Foreign Minister and Minister of State for Defenc, Mr. Ran-
jan  Wijeratne, and  President Premadasa’s statement expressing
lis Government’s coacern in the matter were indicatory that
the Government was sdlert to the tragic situation prevailing in
cerfain parts of the country where crime had taken on aew
ditiensions.. Violence n the North - East region is said to
Lave claimed 70 lives in January alone this year

Vindictive zealotry is a many sided gamble as eveats

See July 1983 has shown us in St Lanka. William Shakespeare
who often uses fnis characlers as magapbones makes an overdue

point whea he makes Hamlel exclaime-

The Bishop's Charge.

(At the JD.C.S.I. 42nd Annnual
Sessions at VadduKoddai on
09. 03. 1989.

Once again by the will of
almighty God, we have met at
our 42nd  Anpual Sessioans, to
cvaluate the work we have done
to thank god for what we have
a.c.hiuvcd and to look forward for
His mercy and guidance in the
years ahead.

The Bible begins with the
story of creation and concludes
with the vision of a new crea.
tion. We have therefore the
responsibility of viewing our loc-
al task in the total vision. “‘Seck
ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness’’ was the
total vision God put before us
to be supplemented by our local

task “‘Love they neighbour as
thyself.””

Contemporary events in our
comntry remind us increasingly
of the occasions when our lord
in his own earthly Ministry,
reacted visibly to human suffer-
g,

5t. Luke’s Guospel, Chapter
Nineteen verses 41 and 4., refer
to one of two occasions when
Jesus wept. ““And when H: drew
near ani saw the city, He wept
over it saying “would that even
today you knew the things that
make for peace’ Jerusalem
then symbalised, ia our Lord’s
view. the authority of the rulers.

The second occasion when
Jesus wept has a contemporary
resonance. He went toa home-

the home of Martha and Mary

where Death has spatehed from
them the male of the family-
their brother Lazarus. ‘When
Jesus was taken to the place
where he was laid, “He wept.”

Apart from thele two ogcea-
sions, there arc also other iuci-
dents in the Bible aarrative
which remind us of how closely
the ministry of our Lord was
interwoven with human travails.
Even the story of his mativity
is tinged with sorrow, Associated
with the story of our Lords
birth is the tragic aceount of the
manner is which Herod’s soldi-
ers implemented Herod’s decree
to kill all the male children two
vears and under, in Bethlehem.
“*A voice was heard in Ramah
wailing and loud lamentalion.
Rachel weeping for her children’
She refused to be coansoled be
cause they were no more.’
(Matthew II; 18).

Jesus during his life on ear-
th was not a stranger to human
travails under which people suf-
fered, economically politically
and socially.

As a Christian Church ia
this land we have to eatch a
vision of our local task of *mak-
ing’ the much sought after
PEACE. Pecase has a Positive
side. It is not only the absence
of war. It is the presence of
Justice for whieh Christ died and
rose again. “Whea I1am raised
up I will draw all men unto me-
It is not those Wwho preserve pea-
ce who are blesgsed but those
who make Peace-those who
follow His way in mission,

Qur task today is summed
up in the theme for the WCC
Conference on Mission and Eva~
ngelism, due to meet in San
Antonio, Taxas in May this year
«Thy will be done-Mission in
Christ way.”

“A willain kills my father and
Do this same villain send to

for that, I, his sole sen
heaven

0, this is hire and salary not revenge”

The Prime Minister in his

first meeting with Cabinet

Wlinisters (22 of them) and Ministers of state (50 of them) has

appealed to them to help him ‘“to

lead the country out of

fear into security, out of povecty into prosperity™

The <ecoad part of

this' dream will

be accomplished

when the Prime Minister’s Janasaviya Scheme and the scheme of
mid-day meals for school ehildren gets under way next month.
But the first part of the dream of leading the people out of

fear into calls for

party can

security
command.

all the juices which

the ruling

“When you look ai people not as statisties but as human
beings, you find thai they are artached to their local customs, and

traditions.

We feel that if @ person’s local pride is satisfted, he

L} Lt}
is more likcly to be a good citizen and accepts the larger unity™ -

These words of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the mother of the

present Prime
important fact
lies in @ long
lenee as the vh

for a sense

Minister of India,
The key to a lasting, stable PEACE ia Sri Lal‘.!hn
shot politicel solution which would eschew vio-
taric of the period but would lay the foundation
of security for the people of the country, both

Rajiv Gandhi, underscores an

physical and psychological in their respective homelands.

Overall, the record is optimistic that the new government.

constituted after cleven years

events with a gift of perspestive.

of hairsh

would judge
revealed that

realities
Statistics have

in Sri Lanka 63'5 percent of our population is under 30 years
of age and 45 percent is under 18years of age. To the youth of

the land, still elucless o}' the
special responsibility which can

future,

the government Owes a

be summed up succeinctly in

Richard Sheridan’s words:- BE JUST BEFORE YOU ARE GENE-

ROUS
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