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Day Care Centre, ary this yesr, Mrs. Ruth Mann, Goalkeeper in football, Then They have gone tegether to
Mahilchipuram. F)arcctor of the Further Educat-, he represented the College Cri- meet their ereator. Eventheugh
ton Centre at Uduvil GirlS eket team. Also after entering they have gene beyond the
College and Mrs. Lily Naven- the Varsity, he was imthe team  veil, their memory ;
ilchi 5 B s blessed.
Mabhilchipuram 18 a new colo dranugoolan, Warden of the @8 & top Goalkesper, He was Rey. N i

ny of settlers about six miles
to the south ot
Receatly the Diocese construc-
ted a well for the community
i their midst. The pressure to
start a Day Care Centre for the
community could not be resis-
ted as the need was so obvious.
The Diocese obtained a land
for the purpose aloagthe Kan-
dy Road aid has started the
Day Care Centre for about 60
children under five in & semi-
permanent structure. This was
declared open by the Bishap
of the Diogese on Wediesday
the Ist of Masch atabout 12,00
naon in the presence of a largs
zathering from the village,
Among those who spoke althe
function were the Chairman of
the local Rural Develogmeng
Soeiety and also the Grama
Sevaka of the area. On behalf
of the public, they thanked the-
Diocese for this service they
are rendering te the poor com-
munity and urged the Diocese
to start more ventures for the
development of the area. The
Rev. D. S. Thiagarajah who is
managing the Centre is now
busy putting up permanecnt
buildings to house the Day
Care Centre and other activities.

Mankulam.

Mr. Noel A. Vimalendran.

Mr. Noel A, Vimaleadraa
of the Staff of Jaffna College:
Vaddukoddai was selected by
the N. C. C. of Sri Lanka to
follow a graduate course at the
Ecumenical  Iastitute, Bossey,
Switzerland. Mr. Vimaleniran,
followed this course from Oeto-
ber 1988 to February 1989. The
theme of the coursz was ‘‘Jus-
tice, Peace & Integrity of Crea-
tioa’® which is also the theme
of the next assembly of the
World Council of Churches to
be held in 1991. Mr. Vimalen-
draa  having successfully com-
pleted the course returned to
Jaffna oa the 2nd of March
and resumed work at Jaffna
College. He has been put in
charge of the Computer Teach-
ing Programme a. the College.

He lhas also been appointed
Treasurer of the Diocese atthe
jast meeting of the Diocesan
Council.

Conference on Pre School
Education.

Synod in col-
jaboration the E: Z: E.
Organisation of West Germany
organised a high level consulta-
tion Pre-School  Education
al the VYishranthi MNilayam at
Bangalore, South India, from
the 18th to the 2ist of Febru-

The C. S. L
with

on

St. Peter's Church — Day Care
Centre, Vavuniva, attended this
consultation from the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South
India. They have come back
with fresh ideas which may be
implemented in the Training
Programme at Uduvil and in
the running of the Day Care
Centres.

Day Care Centre at
Pungudutivu.

The Day Care Centre at
the Pungudutivu Church, started
about 2 year ago has been faced
with the hapdicap of a parman-
ent building for its purpose.
The Diocese was able to solve
this satisfactarily when on the
25th of February it purchased
the land adjacent to the Pun-
udutiyu  Church compound,
14 1/2  lachams in extent on
the Bast of the compound.
The land also has a fairly spa-
cious house which ‘was" Brigi-
nally built by its then owner
Mr. A. G. Nagalingam, a well
known Head Master and mem-
ber of the Pungudutiva Church
earlier in this - century. The
Day Care Centre is now hou-
sed in this compound in the
spacious house, and has beea
able to take on more students.

KNH Project Officer for
the North & East of
Sri Lanka.

Mrs. Thaya Thiagarajah,
wife of the Rev. D. S. Thiaga-
rajah  of Mankulam has been
rcently appointed Project Offic-
er for the North and East of
Sri Lanka to work as an asso-
ciate with Mr. ghirley Fernando,
the Project Officer of SLCK
from the Ist of April, 1989,
Mrs. Thiagarajah is a Science
graduate who has shown a
great deal of interest in child-
ren’s work. Her pioneerine effor-
t5 i1 buoilding up the Delft
Day Care Centre and later the
Day Care Centre at Mankulam
have been highly commended
by the KNH authorities. Two
years ago she along with her
husban ! worked as missionaries

in residence for one year in
the Indiana-Kentucky Coaference
of the Uuvited Church of
Ctllpist, U. §. A.

SABA — THE GREAT

SPORT sMAN;

SABALINGAM was a  gremg

sportsman Jduring his days. Whi.
le at his old school Jaff g
Hindu, he shone as a good

1

also a top class soccer referee.
He comes from a sporting fa-
mily. His brother Canagalingam
was also a good Custodian in
his days. Whe Jaffna sperts
loving people will surely miss
SABALINGAM a great deal.

SOCCER.
REFEREES GRADING EXAM.
Referces  Grading Exam

for Football Referees was held
on the 25th of February at St.
Patrick’s College Grounds.

There was a medical "Yest
conducted by Dr. Philipps amd
a physical fittness test. After
wards a written exam paper and
a viva - voce, Many teok part
ia this exam.

Messrs : Canagalingam, Aru
mugam, Mariathas and Kumariah
organised the programme so
well. They should be congratu-
ated for it.

R e S
Memorial Service.

A Service to thank God
for the life and witness of
Mrs. Elizebeth Jeyeranee wijeya_
thason and Mrs. Joyce Athisa-
yaranee Thavarajah both of whom
died under tragic circumstances
on the 15th of February 1989
(Parliamentary Election day),
was held at their residenec at
udupiddy on Thursday the 13th
instant.

The Service was led by the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavan?r.
Mrs. Jesudason, the Sister-in-
Law of the late Mrs. Wijeya-
thason sang a Thevaram. The
Lessons were read by Miss
Emily Thavaranjini Jesudason and
Rev. V. N. Tharmakulasingam.

Mrs. L. K. Thevarasa, a me-
of the Udupiddy Chusch
paid the tribute. She said that
Mis. Wijeyadason and Mrs.
Thavarisa were two loviog Sis-
ers. Thev loved their brothers,
their Mother and their Children,

mber

and were prcparcd to, make
any sacrifice for their wellbe-
ing. lhe two sisters were very
much interested 1 the work of
the c¢hurch and both served

as teachers in the church our=
sevy school. They helped in the
choir and the Sunday School.
When pesople were afraid, these
sisieis used to comfort them.
Wherever they went they were
tegether. In death also nobody
was able to put them asuader,

D. C. Ratnasingam prea-
ched the Sermon. He expounded
the experiences of Gedeon who
asked “why all these things
should happen to us?’*

After the meeting refreshe
ments were served te_ all those
who were present. Mrs. Wije-
yathason and Mrs. Thavarajahk
leave bshind  their hugbands,
Mrs. M. N. Veeravagu their
mother and their brethers Mr.
V. G. Canagasingam, Rev. V. N.
Tharmakulasingam Mr. V. G.
Balasingam, and Mr. V. I3
Rajahsingam. The late Mrs. B3
J. Wijeyathason had twe soas,
while Mrs. J. A. Thavacsa had
only one son.

T

Mrs. C. R. Ratnasingam.

At Resy,

We regret to rccerd the de-
ath which occurred on 13-4-88
at the Jaffna Government Hoa-
pital of Roscbells Ranee Rat=
nasingam, wife of the late Mr.
C. R. Ratnasingam, (former
Supervisor of the Lower Scheel
at Jaffna college) and dsughter
of the late Mr. W. D. Niles,
former District Judge, Jafiga.

The Funeral Servies was
held at her residence on the 14th
of April, 1989 at 3.30 P. M.
Rev. D. C. Ratnasingham offi-
siated af the Serviee. Rev. Ss-
vak Sam Alfred preached the Ser-
mon and paid the (tribute,

She leaves behind her thres
davghters, Suganthi Virasinghe
( Jaffna College ), Rajini ( Mani-
pay Hindu College ) and Suven,
drini ( St. Henry's College, Illa-
valai ). Mr. Laskshman Ratnas-
sinham som, of Cemmercial Ce-
mpany and her daughter-in-law,
Dr. ( Mra) Lily Ratnasingham
of Lady Ridgeway Hospital,
CoJombo.

£ HOUSE OF HOPE.
“(Home for the Disabled Children),&
INUVIL.

WANTED
: ASISTANT WARDEN.

O e o e

Wanted a Resideat female
Assistant Warden to look
after disabled Children. 3

Ability to play musical
3 instruments \\_rlll be an
Gadded qualification.

i

APPLICATIONS CLOSE:;

1st May, 1989.

APPLY to:

THE MANAGER,
g House of anen
Inuvil,
CHUNNAKAM.
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éfa“k:u/ BISHOP STIRS UP 'I'he_ whole insident was
CONTROVERSY, threatening to dsmage race

PEACE PROSPECT.

cheer as psople went
the New

There was evidently anote of foreed

about this festive scason, stocking their pantry for

Ycar.

It was not that the prices of many consumer articles had
gone up, or that housewives feund themselves afloat in a tur-
bulent sea of inflation, but that the land was facing a whole
portfolio of problems. PEACE seemed a utopian goal.

S:hools were closed at very short notice, ahead of sche-
dule just when a very large rumber of newly recruited primary
school teachers were going through their paees.

The most tantalising question in Eduction in Sri Lanka is:-
““Is school a preparation for life or is life a preparation for
school P’

la the North and East of the Island, where the political
situation often tends to reach a dangerous flashpoint, the new
year festivities this year — the first new year celebrations after
the estahlishment of the new Previacial Council — were by no
means cuphoric.

A bomb explosion in the Trincomalee Town on 13. 04. 1989
claimed the lives of 45 people, imjuring 54, according to DEWS
reports. In Ja‘fna where the Tamil heritage is still stoic, and
religious rites play an important role in the new year festivitics,
a bomb exploded on 14.04. 1989 in one of the thickly populated
areas in the suburbs of Jaffna town — KANTHARMADAM,
killing some 12 people, including pedestrians and cyclists and
injurivg ssriously some 26 people (Murasoli 16. 04. 1989).

The rising spiral of civil violence in the country has been
attributed to various causes and various remedial measures have
been suggested. One obvious long Lerm approach is to end pover-
ty. The President’s Janasaviya Scheme in this context has rightly
been painted with a broad brush. We do hope the Sckeme will
bring into ils scope as many as possible of the impoverished
usss of the food stamps, some seven and a half million accerd-
ing 1o present estimates.

But the rankling historical grievances of the minorities
cannot bz wiped off by ecomomic measures or by adroit negotia-
tions that do mot get te the root of the problem.

The new realitics in the North — East scenario after the
Eleclions are certainly oot as dire as some fear. But at the same
time they are not %o benign as others hope,

The 1989 voter was not merely sophisticated but complex.

““An open mind is all very well in its own way,'' said Samuel

" Butler, “but it ought not to be se opea that there is ne keepiag

anything in or out of it”’, Eleven years im the political wood$
had not blunted the voter’s mental faculties.

The results of the Provincial Council Electioms and the
General Elections put together in the Eastern Province revealed
the voter’s firm conviction that ultimately the pragmatic if not
the moral test of any .political zolution will be, if it has really
helped to put ‘Peace, together at the table. The EPRLF (uncom-
tested in the North) has a majority in the Provincial Couneil,
But EROS (which contested the Elections) has the major share
in the Parliamentary seats in the whole Province which is now
designated as the North Eastern Province of Sri Lanka.

Signs are not wanting that implacable
thinking are now giving place to realism amd a genuine desire
lo‘ bring all ‘gromps’ together in fashioning a new arder for
Sri Lanka. For, going ahead with am imprecise settlement will

not be a tidy operation to end a conflict which has been so
costly in human terms,

lines in political

! The conditions laid by EROS as a pre-requisite fo¢ their
taking their seats in Parliament touch the core issues jn the
Comtemporary Political scene- rslease of Political prisoners, more
powers to provincial Councils, the repeal of the Sixth Amend-
ment, the withdrawal of the Referendum on the North—East

Mer;lg,erland the withdrawal of the IPKF (except perhaps a
monitoring battalion),

o CUIIT;?:tO(iVYhii? hlj'-ilm‘it‘ol out of hand that the only way to end
R Sl S i (Riied the SOUNUY (oEdsll) IR JERG
i o \m:u-\ nnd_ m_Jrky eomplexity of Political develop
o : untry as for instance the reported attempt at the
creation of a new district in Sri Lanka, when we are yet invol-
ved in problems posed in some of the existing 45 districts.
e “nl}ll(‘-}lrmb;fi:r,a]'e run of events i1? .Hm country in recent times,
§ ately muddled the political picture and underscores
with devastating force the truth of Rric Hoffer's lines:-

LR " g " i
Far more crucial than whai we

= do not know
is what we do not want to know.™

knaw or
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The Bishop of
who is no stranger to coniro-
versy, was once again in the
news. He made headline news
after having said in 4 television
interview breadcast on Easter
Sunday that he did not believe
the resurrection of Jesus to be
a physical ene. His full state-
ment on being asked his view
of the rtesurrsction was - *I
don’'t think it means a physical
resurrection. It means a spirt-
tual resurtection, a transforming
resurrection a real resurreetion.
To know he (Christ) is alive
in eternity must be more thano
the encountering of = ghost’’.

Durham.

His epinions appear to have
upset traditional Christians. A
few Conservative Mszmbers of
Parliament promptly called for
his resignation. The Archbishep
of Canterbury when subsequent-
ly asked whether he believed
the resurreetion to be physical,
he diplomatically answered by
saying that ‘‘the resurrection
is a mysterious thing = The im-

portant thing is the fact of
the resurrection’.

Readers fmay recall that
David Jenkins (Bishop of

Durham) caused similar contro-
versy |prior to his consecration
by his statements on the virgin
birth and Christ’s miracles. When
the Yerk Miaster, the Cathe-
dral where he was conseerated,
was subsequently struck by
lightening some felt it was hea-
venly retribution! This has
prompted some to hope that the

York Minster is well insured
this time ! !
It is interesting that in a

country where most of the {popu-
lation are non-practising Chris-
tians the statement of a cleric
can still be the cause for sen-
sation.

THE SALMAN RUSHDIE

AFFAIR.

The recent controversy over

the book ‘The Satanic Verses®
by Salman Rushdie shows no
signs of dying away. The most

recent victims have been two
moderate Muslim leaders in
Belgium who were shot dead be-
cause they had been opposed to
Ayatollah Khomeni’s call for
Salman Rushdie to be assassi-
nated.

Here in Britain there was
strong opposition to the publi-
cation and selling of the book
by the Muslim community,
Demonstrations and book burn-
ings were organised arouad
the country especially in towns
like Bradford and Leicester where
there are sizeable Mushim commu-
nities. However the great
m _jority have rejected Khomeni's

cull for the death penalty for
Rusltdic saying that they would
abide by the laws of the
country. It was surprising to
see that many young Muslims
who had been barn and brought
up in Britain actually endorsed
Khomen's extreme pronounce-
ment and in fact stated that
they would be prepared to carry

it out.

relations, with many British feel-
ing that the Muslim community
and other immigrant ones should
learn to abide by the local laws
and regulations, The issue has
served to start a debate within
immigrant communities Tregar=
ding their own future in the
midst of such western societies.

1991 AND ALL THAT,

Here in Europe there is
considerable excitment and spe-
culation regarding 1992 when the
E E C truly becomes a common
market without trade barriers.
Similarly fer the Jaffna Diogesc
1991 holds tremendous sigaifi-
cance and challenge. Two im-
portant anniversarics fall in thas
year. The Diocese celebrates
the 175 anniversary of the first
American missienaries begimning
their werk In the peninsula.
1991 also macks the 150th year
singe the Merning Star was first
published. 150 years in the life
of any institution is a tremen-
dous ashisvement.

For a paper
that is the second oldest in ihe
Island and the oldest in the
Nerth - even more So. Sad then
it is that unless the morning
star changes its present style and
sontext radically there will be
little to be proud of save a onee
glorious and fading past. Receat
issues of the paper have not ins-
pired hope of much changes.
The news coatent is dated - there
is little variety in content, and
often important events — politi.
cally and within the Diocese are
overlooked. Preof reading
obviously a lot to be desired
as typographical errors are nume.
rous. It was hoped that with
its own press thess could be
minimised. One cannot how-
ever blame it all on the staff
of one or two whe struggle to
run the paper. Unless more
within and without the Diocese
take an active interest by contri-
buting articles and suggestions,
the Morniag Star will centinue
to plod on in this colourlsss
fashion. It should be made
mandatory for all ministers to
send in mews of Diocesan happen-
ings and programmes-those who
do not ought to be penalised! 1
certainly hope things will im-
prove so that 1991 would bs a
true celebration. This reader is
certainly willing to de his bit.

TRAGIC DEATHS.

The news of the brutal kill-
ings of the two sisters of the
Rev, V. N. Tharmakulasingam
same as a great shock to the
Tamil Christian community here.
The totally unprevoked and
senscless murders brought home
to Tamils here how little has
changed for the civilians in the
Tamil areas. The heartfelt sym-
pathies of the Christian com-
munity here ge to the Rev. Thar-
makulssingam and his family,

Copies of the Bishop's letter
to President Premadasa regar-
ding this insident huq pecn
passed on to many organisations
and Christian groups, including
Amuoesty  International, the
British Council of Churches, the
Methodist Conference etc. It is
hoped that by publishing this
awful crime will create some
awareness of the real situation
in Sri Lanka. We hope the
President’s promise of an inquiry
will bring to book the ofrenders
and expose their role in
Sri Lanka.
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