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HENRY MARTYN.
by S. Jebanesan M, A., Ph. D.
PSS LSS LSS

In the nineteenth century a
Figure that towered above his
contemporaries 1 Jaffna in
scholarship pertaining to English
Language, Tamil Literature and
SCience was

the noted scholar
Henry Martyn.
Unfortunately the present

geaeration knows little of him.
In 1926 his nephew James S.
Martyn wrote a hook entitled
Henry Martyn and this is the
valy piece of  Literature
that is available on this scholar.
i$ contribution to Tamil Journa-
sm, Modern Tamil Literature,
echnical skill of the Tamils
‘and their Higher Education was
considerable. His life and work
scope for any
scholar bent on research into
the advancement of Tamil in the
nineteenth century. It would
be a great service, if qualified
Persoas go inta the subject on
seminars and research treatises
varied achievement in

the field of Science -and Tamil
Scholarship.

AMERICAN MISSION.

The nineteenth century  is
rightly called the age of Protes-
tant Missions. During this
period a very large number of
Protestant  Missionaries came
from Europe and Ameriea to
the countries of the East. The
American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign  missions
which was set up in 1810, sent
their second bateh of Missiona-
ries to the East to Jaffna Penin-
sula. This batch coasisting of
seven persoas arrived in Jaffpa
in 1816. This batch was fol-
lowed by another consisting of

eight persons in 1820. It was
theze missionaries who esta-
blished here an institution of

higher learning called the Batti-
cotta Seminary. This institution
characterised by wvarious high
qualities was unique at that
time in Syi Lanka. This was the
iastitution ia  the whole of
Asia which was qualified for
the task it set out (o perform.

Though 1o 855 American
Board of Commissioner for
Forelgn Missions closed down
this institution, it will always
hold a high place in the history

of Higher FEducation of the
Tamil people. To this institu-
tion had come many studeats

from Sri Lanka and South India.
Henry Martyn was the student
who shone most brightly in res-
pect of intclligence and learning.
Because of his status he won the
admiration of the missionaries.

BIRTH AND EARLY
EDUCATION.

Henry Martyn was born in
the suburb of Jaffna Town
called Chundikuly in a family
noteworthy for its respect for
learning and piety. Mr. James
S. Maityn, who distinguished as
a historian and journalist was
Henry Martyn's nephew. Henry
Martyn had his initial education
imn the Parish School of Chundi-
kuly and then went to the Amer-
can Mission School at Tellipallai
which was considered a necessary
prerequisite training for entrance
into the Seminary at Batticotta.
The Missionaries who noted his
intelligence and the learaing
took him into their church and
admitted ‘him into the Seminary.

PERFORMANCE AT THE
SEMINARY.

Henry Martyn entered the
Ist year of the Seminary in 1826.
Dr. Daniel Poor head of the Se-
minary developed grzat admi-
ration for Henry Martyn, Henry
Martya made a special study of
Mathematics and Scicnce and as
a hobby acqwired some skill in
paintimg, carpeatry, art and
sewinv. When he completed 6
years of study at the Seminary
Dr. Daniel Poor made him ins-
tructor in Mathematics and
Science. He served in this capa-
city for eleven years and sent out
hundreds of students well verse?
in this subject. He also got his
licence as a Protestant Preacher.

THE FIRST EDITOR OF
MORNING STAR.

Uthaya Tharahai was the
Ist paper to be published in Tamil
i the [sland. It was published
by the American Ceylon Mission.
This fortnightly made its first
appearancs in [841. Seth Pays)n
Udayar of Uduvil was appoin-
ted as the first editor while
Heury Martyn was lhe choice
tor Editorship of the Morning

Star which was also published
togetier  with the Udaya
Tharahai.  So 1o him bclongs

thecreditof having begn appoin-
tey as tie first edito ol the second

Fuglish paper published in the
Island. *Ceylon Observer* the
oldust  news  paper of Sri

Lanka was established in 1841,
Henry Martyn was able to exhi.
bit his knowledge and conpetence
in the English Language through
the Moraing Star. In the edito-
1ial of the first issue released on

7-1-1841 he wrote,
¢ Men Inoliishly rove around in
quest of wealth not knowi g

that they posses within them-
selves a treasure that can never
be destroved by water, con=
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* Morning Star”
182, First Cross Street,
JAEFNA.
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sumed by fire or tithed by
kings, that diminishes not, but
increases by distribution, is
proof against the depredation
of thieves

; and to preserve
which, but litte carcis requi-
Tcd.”

SCIENTIST

He demonstrated that the
people of Jaffna could attain the
competence to understand Wes-
tern Technolegy and adopt it in
accordince with their environ=
mental conditions. He' is known
to have improvised a perambu-
lalor for setting mile posts in
Jaffoa when Auckland Dyke was
Government Agent there. He had
20 abiding interest in Astronomy
and made a lamp to preject
the positions of the planets for
the use of his students. The
globes he had made were recog-
niszed by the British and Irish
Astronomical societies.

The photographic Camera
was first intreduced into the
Island by the Americaa Mizsio-
narvies in 1835. Yet they comid
not operate it. Tt is also signi-
ficant that it was only three
years later that the same instru-
ments were known in South
Ceylon. Henry Martya studied
the Literature sent with the
Camera, learnt photegraphy and
is said in a matter of three hours
he took the photegraph of the
Missiomaries. 1his was the first
photograph ever te be takea in
the Island.

Duriag the nineteenth
century caste sentiments were
strong and it was considered
that the traditional vocation of
a pacticular caste should mot b
the coneern of others. Henry
Martyn's engagement in manual

work and smithery was dis-
approved.
“‘Henry Martyn did  not
achieve all this without a

great deal of trouble and appo-
sition especially on the grouad
of caste. It is to his and his
Alma Mater’s abiding credit
that ke was sitroag enough to
resist the bitter reproaches of
his fellow students while at
the seminary and of his fellow
men in the luer days repro-
aches which wece *'in consequ-
ence of his having turned his
attention to various kinds of
manual labour, which wers
not carried on by persons of
his caste”. Henry Martyn 13
still a unique product of our
Alma Mater”’

TAMIL POET.

Towards the end of his life
Henry Martyn began to lean to-

wards Roman Catholicism, His
first wife Charlotte died two
years after marriage. He was

T L B B L L s e

very much moved on her death
and recorded hls sentimeunt in
a most appealiag manner. In
a letter to the Principal of the
Uduvil School he wrote,

““Charlotte 18 no more. She
is pow happy with her Saviour
as she had long expressed and
expedited. She is mow dead
%0 die no more. She was ex-
pressly triumphant over death
and grave.”’

In 1842 he married Maria-
pillai who was 2 Roman Catho-
lic. In the following year Henry
Martyn left the Seminary and in
1849 he again beeame a Roman
Catholic. Subsequently he wrote
many tracts attacking Protestaat
Christianity. In the nineteenth
century almost all learned men
In Jaffna were well versed in
Tamil, and Henry Martyn was
not an exception.

While serving at the Semi-
nary he wrote a dramatic work
called ‘Esther Vilasam’ which
had as its model the “Sahunthalai
Vilasam’. This work was oot
printed as the manuscript has
been subsequently lost. Another
sotable contcibution of his was
the Divine Mother’s Lament en

' behalf of the Divine Son. This
work was edited and published
by A.Thomas ia 1924

The work consists of 78
verses and was written in very
simple style and in such a manner
that even uneducated people can
ensiily umierst and appreciate.
1n this Poem he has expounded
Roman Christian Primciple in |
a poctic form. Common among
the rural folk and wused in
times of mourning. The follow-
ing expression provide suficient
education of the simplicity of his
style and dietion.

“Son oh son

Prince resplandant
Embodiment of purity
Abideth in my memory
Came forth into my bosom
Noble bora in distinguished
clan

Has thou left behind me in
the earth

And asceaded to Heaven?
Oh Son my beloved Son
Eye oh my pupil of my eye
Here 1 seest not thou

My precious eye hast thou
gone to heaven
Wilt thou not
heavenly sky?

My heart hereafter, will be
a sore

appear in

Cause of all things! :
ing! embodiment 0
Oh king! e s
Perfect being, precious
truthful prinee
Thou has left me jn  the
wilderness
And proceeded to heaven

Oh eye! the pupil of my ey®-

-l
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Editorial.
April Showers.
| of hot weather since February this year
After a lp:i,llowing the New Year, have been welcome.
d oppressive humidity has had a balmy

the

showers in April,
The relief from the heat an
sffcct in the political arena too. ‘
acemernt on 19-4-89 by Foreign Minister Ranjan
Wijeratne that w Talks” betweenthe L. T. ¥, B. and the_ govc‘ntlt;
ment of Sri Lanka have bzen schadulcd.to take p!lCB Itlus mo;

wiien the LTTE negoliator Aunton Balasingham arrives in Colnm‘o f
and the visit on 20-4-89 of President Premadasa and the Foreign
Minister to the historic shrine at Naimativa in‘the North, hallowed
by eenturies of religious lore, have had the effect of pure oxygem
n the dying embers of PEACE in the land .

To the villagers in the North who gathered in mu_ted knots
to witness the spetacle at Nainativu, the sc eme may al first glance
have scemed a re-emactmeat of Suthumalai in July 1987.

But the message of President Premadasa which came

clattefimg in, through the loudspziker, as reported in the Tamil
intended to puot their minds at rest.

The annou

dailies was

If any group in a democratic society the President said,
hal not joined the main stream, it is left to the governmeat tu re-
solve the issue by talks. It was on a similar day of religious signi-
ficance that Buddha during his second visit to this part of the
country solved by dialogue the outstanding issues bstween two
warring kiuzs — Dailothera and Mahethara.

Colombo, having dircct talks with the Tamil militants
have raised some eye - brows. But there is little doubt that even
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, during the early stages of the
coisis in SriLanka did favour the idea aof the Sri Lankan gevern-
meat, having direct talks with the militants.

The DN of 13-3-86, under the caption **Colembo should
talk to rebels direct — Rajiv'’ has this news comment:-

““NEW DELHI W=dnesday (Reuter): Indian Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi says Sri Lankan government

should come out strongly in favour of a solution to the

island’s ethnic crisis and talk directly to Tamil sepera-
tist guerillas™.

The week and month of the proposed talks are sigaifi-
cant and have a halo round them - The Tamil leader, Thanthai
Chelvanayakam passed to his cternal rest at the Jaffna Goverament
Horpital on the 26th of April 1977. Five months before his
death, he announced in Pacliament that his varty had abandoaed
the demand for a federal constitution.

Nothing is so memorable about Thanthai Chelvanayakam
as t'he capsuled nature of his comments on historic
Gccasions and the simple but loaded words in which he clothed
them:-

*‘Our ancient people were wise. They had their own king-

dom. In the history ol Ceylon, we had a place. W: are not

asking for a division of the country by our movement but we
are oaly trying to regain what we have lost. Our move-
ment will be all con-violent.

April is also the menth when we think of another world
leader - Martin Luther King who was assasinated in April 1968.

He led the fight with the megroes o U. S. A. for equal rights
with the whites.

. Addressing the school children of an elementary school
in U. S dedicated to King*s memory, on the occasion of the first
I:Tbﬁ.ﬂrvanu:e of Martin Luther King's birthday as a National Holiday
;:ng-. S., President Reagan ended his address in this subliminal
“Ultimately the great lesson of King’s life was this- He
was a great man who wrested justice from the heart of a
greal country because that country had a heart to seize’’.

o Thanﬂ!al Chelvanayakam could not succeed im “‘wrestling
Ju_shuc for _‘hn people despite two ““pacts*’ into which he entered
\‘f’!lh the Sri Lankan goverament during his time. But through
;.211::151?F;9mr?vcny and cot?fusiun. he had the moral stamina l:l
today }hilss 1?1Z;E3:;h{|1 rl\lli-c]}fl:ly o gra{li[t epline sl heomes
- PP . e ‘Imrt ol Jaffna town, symbaolising the
j eonarda da Vingi’s words:-  “The line that is straight
sifers the most resistance”’,

Th iti e
But not ineii]:nh.m_a_l i.m:tulu i the land is stil] **seribbled o ver'’.
ruary 15 l%kjc _\.,]..;mc 1! Was bofore the General Election of Feb-
S . 18 pIclure now s Certals L 3
ki g5 0 : a o g s
submissively facing their Y eriainly not one of a people

As the Indian | :
ian Post puts jt, Commenting on the results of

polls in the North- Eastern SeCto
I"I-I'r VEQ . i F
Lhis does ¢ 1
|'nan(|;}[‘ :_“ A0t signify a yote for areater militancy but 4
¢ Ior younger leaders whose commitment to the

Tamil self-determination |
£ deler : 5 i
mination is ¢lear angd unequivoeal’,

The “STalks! ha
. e I"il.lfa hl_lwccnlhc Lovernineat and the LYTE are
ound to have results, if only the Sri L e
the temptation of Biving the Tamils
deflating decision,

ankaa government could avoid
4 gensible and rewarding, but

FROM OUR MAIL BAG,

Mr. S. Tharmaratnam of
1, Racca Lane Chundikuli, writes
to us on the subject of the issue
of a postal stamp by the govern-
ment to perpetuate the memory
of “Thanthai’ Chelvanayakam:-
“The govermment has male an
announcement that a new posial
stamp will be issued for the
memory of the elephant of the
Kandy Tooth Temple. But to
pay homage to the man who
attempted to forge national unity
in this island by the adoption of
a upiom through a federal
constitution, nothine has been
done.

To make up for this failing,
the Tamil people have started
adopting Natheswaram music as
the cods to rcpresent the objec-
tive for which Thanthai Chelva
stood.

During his 91st Birth Anni-
versary on March 31, 1989,
Natheswaram music, loved by
Thanthai Chelva was played in
many places in Jaffna. His 12th
death anniversary will likewise
be obscrved by a grateful Tamil
nation to remember the objective
for which he stood.

Thanthai Chelva’s  birth
centenary will be eelebrated in
a similar manner not only in
the island but in all the capitals
of the world in 1997.

To mark the occasion, a
true Biography of Thantha:
Chelva must be published. The
only person who could do that
with ease is Bishop Kulendran.
The Bishop must be provided
with the service of a stenogra-
pher.  Will some organisatlon
come forward to take up this res
ponsibility? We have to get the
Biography while the Bishop is
with us.

Since Dr. A. J. Wilson is
a member of the family
perhaps it may not look good
for him to attempt the work™.

m

In Treasured and Ever - loving

Memory

of

Shanthamalar Balaratnam

on her 10th Death Anniversary,
Years may pass and fade away
But thoughts or You will always
stay;
Foadly

remembered by your

loved ones,

CALLED HOME: Tih MAY 1979,

Police Station Lane,
Chavakachcheri.,

LT A e i R ST,

I AM WOMAN.

I am womaa I depsad on you
Just =z You depsnd on me
There’s ne you Without me
Ascept mc them As equal
to Yyou.
I am womas And I am ysurs
Just as You are mine
My dowry is me Not what
you demand
Respeet me then For the
woman [ am.
The werld
nesds me
Shaskle me not With
heusehold sheres
Ne more suppress ms
With ** thou shalt nots”
For, together we build
And together we grow.

| am woman

I am woman Not your inferior
If you want - The best of life
Pull me out From the pit
you've dug
My place is up there
There mext 1o yeu.

I am woman Yowr partoer
Look not behind I’m mo
lenger thers
1 am where I rightly should be
1 am there Just there
beside yon.

By:- Shiranee Mills.

A Nursery Trainel Teacher
with experience for Chavaka-
cheri JDCSI Church Nursery.
Apply with full details on or
before 10th May 1989 to:

The Pastor,
Parsonage,
JDCSI Church,

Chavakachcheri.
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At Rest.

Mr. WILSON ALLAGAKONE.

We regret te record the
death of Mr. Wilson Allagakone,
formerly of the Ceylen Insuran
ce Corporation on 14-4-89, under
tragic circumstances.

Wilson, is the son of the
late Mr. Allagakone formerly
of the Excise Department aad'
the late Mrs. Allagakons of
Tellippalai and grandson of
Muhandaram A. B, Kumarakula-
singhe aad Mrs. Kumarakula-
singhe of Tellippalai. He leaves
behind besides his wife, three
children, two sons and a
daughter.

The fumeral service teok
place at the residence of the
deceased at Tellippalai.

T
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