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300 doctors qualified
abroad to get posts.

We learn that about thre€
hundred doctors qualified abroad
will be recruited by the Minpis-
try of Health by the beginning
of next month. Most of these
doctors are Sri Lankans while
some of them are foreigners.

Offieial sources said that
Health and Women's Affairs
Minister Rennka Herath had
already held discussions with
the Sri Lanka Medical Counci
about the future of these doc
tors who have not obtained the
local MBBS and the acute short-
age of doctors to man the
country’s hospitals and medical
institutions.

The sources said that there
was a shortage of about 700
doctors in the Health Depart-
ment already and this was ham-
pering the health services in
the country.

Accordlng to the sources,
the doctors will be reeruited and
working for the Health Departme-
nt around the beginning of June.
““‘We will discuss further where
the new doctors would serve
and pay them a realistic salary.
AL the same time, we will not
svopuidise the oportunities of
the doctors already in our ser-
vices omne source said.

He added thatthe overseas
qualified doctors would nog
have to sit 1he examination

opecessary under Act VI of the
Medical Council

New criteria for admission
of students fo (A/L).

The ministry of Education
and Cultura] Affairs in a circular
to Provincial Directoss of Ednca-
tion has laid down new criteria
for the admission of siudznts
to the G.C E. Advanced Leve]
classes  in 1989 bised on the

results of the 1989 G.C. E
(O/L) Examination.

From 1989 onwards students
will have the oplion to sit all
28 subjects at the New G.CE.
(Of/L) Examination eonducted
by the Commissioner of Exami-
nations.

The new criteria include:

Passes in 5 suhjects inclusive
of Sinhala / Tamil snd Mathema-

ties with 2 of the suobjects he
ing at Credit Level oblained
from Part 2 of the examination
conducted by the Commissianer
of Examination.

A pupil who fails to oblain
a pass in  Sinhala /[ Tamil or
Mathematics muy be admitted to
thet GCOEL (ALY 2lhss on

complete
very

condition he would
the requirement at the
next examimation.

One of the Credit Pasu_s
should be from a subjzet (appli-
cable subject) to be selected for
the G.C.E. (A/L) Examination.

Admissions in 1989 based
on the Old G.C.E. (O/L) Exa-
minations remain unchanged.

Admission to G.C.E. (A/L)
elasses from 1990 onwards en
the results of the mew and ald
G.C.E. (O/L) Examination will
be as indicated by my Qircuhr
No. 1984/4 of 24th April 1984.,
on *“School Admissions’’ Para-
graphs 4. 1 and 4. 2, the circular
states.

TAMIL SENIOR CITIZENS
FELLOWSHIP.

Victoria (Inaugusated 11 10.1987)
Speech by invited guest speaker
Prof. C.J. Eliezer at the Annual
Lunch 16 April 1989.

1 am honpured to be invi-
ted to be guest speaker at this
annual function. 1 have read
with interest the Annual Repo-
rts of the President, and Secre-
tary, and am very impressed
by the progress the Fellowship
has made since its inosption nol

so long ago. 1 congratviate
President Joseph, Secretary Path-
marajah, Chairperson of the
Support Committes - Mrs.  Sa-
muel, and all those who have
worked hard for the Fellow®
ship.

The plaas and prograns you
have formulated merit enthusi-
astic support of the community,
Il note that your long term plans
include a housing scheme, an
office, and the appointment of

a social worker. 1 wish (he
Fellowship sugcess with these
plans.

As anaside, | would suggest 1o
the younger memaers in the audi-
ence that they should consider
forming a cooperative society for
the purchase and development of a
rural area. The Tamil commu-
nity here is very much city bassd
The big cities of the world
are in various stapges of decay
with much deterioration in the
quality of life. It
wise 1o d\f\'t!h:p a

would be
rural base

When thinkiog of age. I wish
to. poiat out that whersis In
Biblical times, life span was :‘e-
garded as three score years and
ten, Asian dividged life
hirih

atter from

society
inte two parts - opne from
Lo 60 years and 1 he
60 to 120 years. Soall of us
have many useful aid happy
yedars to plan for.

Let us think for a moment
On SuECeseive generations oo our

Tt A B L St

society. When I was a university
student, there was in vogue a
doctrine of progress - everything
was going to get better, educa-
tion was getting better, politics
was getting better, economy was
getting better and man was
getting better. Today, 50 years
on, there seems little evidenee
of such progress. On some
fronts, quite the opposite.

A distinguished Committe&
of American educators survey -
img  American education said:
Siace the United States was foun-
ded, every generatlon of Ameri-
can pupils 1eceived a better
education than its preceding one.
Today Jor the first time, an
American generation is receiving

significantly worse education.
The poet T. S. Eliott survying
the deeline in human affairs
asked:
“Where is the knowledge
we have lost in information?
Where is the wisdom

we have loit in kaiowledge?

Thinking of generations
and successors, I like ihe story
of a vicar who after many years
in a parish was leaving on trans.
fer. On a cound of farewell
visits, a devoted parishioner
Mrs. Jones looked sad and de-
jected. The vicar said ‘ Cheer
up Mrs, Jones. Whea 1 am
gene a much better person will
:ome  to take my place’.
Whereupon Mrs. Jones said
mournfully “That is what the
last one said, and what did we
get 7.

Senior cilizens can contri-
bute their unique brand of
knowledse, experience and wis-
dom. | would urge children to
be proud of their parents, en=
able them to make their con-
tributions effectively. The second
half of these 120 yeacrs, while
different from the first, could
be exciting and worthwhile.

It is said that those who
have f[ree time tend to gessip.
I like to say 3 things abowut
gossip. Oaz is a Spanish proverb:

““He who

Z0SSIPs  to you
will gossip about you.
Second a poem  entitled
“Good and Bad®.

“There is 85 much good in
the worst of us, Aad se
much biad in the best of us,
That 11 does not become
any of us, To talk about
the rest af us™.

The third is to urge you to

gossip, and gossip more, except
that it be done according to
the oviginal meaning of the word
gossip.  lnearly davs of Christi
anity, before Churches were
built, women met jn diffecent
homes for worship. They talked
about God and all that He had
done for them. Such talk was

[
-
¢

called god-sip. In course of time
the word changed to gossip, and
sadly changed in meaning also.

Each senior citizen will have

so much to tell about their
experiences of God. The many
blessings they have received,
gratitude to psople who had hel
ped them on. What a store-
house of memory cach would
bel. I urge each semior citizen
to talk and share their experi-
ences. At some Fellowship
mestings, one could arrange for
soms members to talk about their
lives. 1 am reminded of a hymn:

Go tell it on the mountaim.
Over the hills and everywhere,
Go tell it on the mountain.

A readiness to praise and
be grateful makes us all better
people.

CHAVAKACHERI BULLETIN-

JDCSI sponsored Vocational
Training Centre was seremeni-
ously epened at the Parsenage,
Chavakaehcheri om Saturday
20th May 1989 by Mr. Barton
Hunt, the most senior member
of our church.

About 85 students have
already regictered for courses

in Shorthand and  Typing
(English and Tamil), Sewing,
Spoken Emglish, 1Icing and
Guitar.

Dedication prayer was of-
fered by the Rev. V. Rajkumar.
The District Judge Mr. S.

Thirunavakarasu. blessed the
centre with prosperity.
Y. M. C. A. held & very

successful dance recital at the
Dricberk College Hall, Chava-
kachcheri in aid of our YMCA
on Saturday 20th May 1989,

¥Y’s Men's Club has distubu-
ted about 120 pairs of spectacles
obtained from our brother clubs
abroad, to the needy onmes eof
this area.

IN EVER LOVING MEMORY

of

Rev. J. J.

who was called on 11 Jupe 1988
to rest im heaven.

Ratnarajah

Let years and decades pass |away,

But the memory of yours will
never fade away.

Welondly remember you.
— WIFE & CHILDREN —
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Editorial:
SOME REFLECTIONS ON
SRI LANKA'S HAZY POLITICAL FRONTIBR.

A most emotioaal but least pertinent methed adopted, it
is said, by s White House official in u. s, during a time of
realistically unattainable economic goals was to wear his WIN (whip
inflation§ now) hutten on his lapel, upside down — NJM - indicating
his ewn viewpoint, “No immediate Miracles’

The LTTE ‘talks’ with the Sri
ded on aan optimistic note but, as both sides emvisaged, with no
immediate surprises. According to the Syj Lankan I-'oi'cign Minister
and Minister of State for Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne, it has
beea more or less a monologus. Said Ranjan Wijeratne at a late
night cabinet press briefing on 24-05-39:-

“We areonly listening. We are taking netes and doing

homewerk to eheck whather what they are saying is correet”

DN-26-5-89.
» the government delegation com-
prised Messrs A. C. S. Hameed, Ranjl Wickramasinghe and
Sirisena Cooray. The LTTE representatives wece Messrs. A. S.
Balasingam. Yogaratnam Yogi and Param Moorthy. The ‘talks’

Were a ‘bomless overflight’ of hoth groups,
scene.

Lankan Gevernment has en-

For purposes of record

over the political

An ‘aside’ was provided when t
New Delhi, according to news reports
the communique issued by the Sri Lankan gevernment on seme
of ‘the views expressed by the LTTE at the ‘talks’ particularly
about the IPKF. The Island of 19-5-89, commenting editorially
on this reaction from New Delhi, has observed that ‘devaststing
statemenfa’ have not beea the monopoly of any one poiitical
group in this country, during the period of the turmoil in Sri
Lanka. In thizs coatext, it is best says the editorial that the

better side of the picture hewever blurred is given prominence and
not the seamy side.

he Indian government from
» expressed its chagrin over

“It is India’s duty to support the talks in so far as
they will ensure the possibility at least of jaw - jaw re-
placing war-war”
While the LTTE ‘talks’, held by the government outsile
the beuten trails, had aow been ‘‘recessed”’, the scene has
shifted suddenly to the East where the ramifications of the
simmering political issue of the Nerth - Bast Merger which awaits
a ratification by a REFERENDUM on 5-7-89, have assumed increa-
Singly sensitive dimensions.

SAMMANTHURAI the “ricebowl of the East® with its
17.000 acres of paddy fields belonging to its 40,000 muslim
inhabitaats suddently erupted into headlines when a bizarre run
of violence in the district left in its trail within a week, a wive
of de=struction of houses and property. At the peak of the riots
thers were 27.000 refugees in nine camps Even the drowsy herd
aof cattle, muaching contentedly in the fields and pasture land s

were driven away according te news reports from their natwral
habitat. 3

The main reason for the crisls which had affeeted over
20,000 people (both Muslims and Tamils) was, aecording te the
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) sewrces ‘‘the failure 1o re-
solve residual matters” betweea the elected Tcprescatatives of
the Muslims and the Tamils under the auspices of the Iudian
government, as required by the Inde-Lanka Accord. Complex
questions are invelved in India’s efforts to make the North.
Eastern Previncial Council threw its threttles and begin te movs
and gather momentum.

‘The East is red’ is the ominous title of an Bditorial
of a nutiena| daily. The governments order as it stands today is
that 4ll groups in the Bast should be disarmed. Complicating the
issus is the ideatity of the assailants. While muslims aver
that the assailants in the Bast are Tamil militaats, the IPKF is
of the firm belief, (according te mews reports) that the intrudery are
“ourside elements’’. Apprehension in the East among people is pal-
Pable tha thire mav b: forces waatiag to manipulate the result of
th: REFERENDIIM scheduled for 5-7-89.

One fact that has, besn established 'beyond reassnable
doubr ras the lezal expression gess) is thatl there are a number of
rll=ged gua trotting youth roaming the districts, ebviously with
the motive oftl'yizl‘; to miintain th: BEast ax the pownder keg of
5t Laitka, tor their own ends.

We are reominded in this context of what Pelemisist
Rooert Shenll of U S. once said that from Wilkes Booth t'a Lee
Harvey Oswald tn:toral cost of all the guns used to kill ler.'.oln.
Guartierd M:ckialey aid Kennedy was under 75 dollars. Ll‘kc the
volte, ths cheap gua, said Sherill, was a great leveller. \"mlcnu
does ot m piself demonstrate a  worthy objective, For, as
Martin Luther King said ‘“Liberation requires paying a poise, rather
than exacting it from others”. _

Great decisions if they are 1o be good decisions h?vc
to be mide cooly and notin hot blood, The r{ImJ to Devolutien
is uncharted and fraught with risks. But it is .ﬂ“ ooly reuts
o democracy and PEACE in the land, Any abridgement or imo-

T AR e T LRy, m
Al Rest : OBITUARY.
Mr. Donald Nicholas
Selvaratnam,
The death oeturred in

England en the 21st of May
1989 of Mr. D. N. Selvaratnam,
A& prominent figure fer many
Years in the commercial world
in Colombo. He was the son
of the late Mr. Nisholas who
was for many years a fteacher,
in mathematies at St. Patricks
College, Jaffna.

The death ocourred reeently
in Colombo ef
Mr. APPADURAI RAJENDRA J, P.
and
Retiread Manager Bank of Ceylon.

He was an active member
of the C.S8.1. Church Wella-
watte and & keen social, Reli-
gious and Community Services
Worker.

He is a son of the Ilate
Mr. & Mrs. T. Appadural of
Uduvil and son-in-law of
the late Mr. & M. E. A,
Arnold of Navaly, Manipay.

He leaves behind besides his
wife Chandra (nee A. M. K.
Cumaraswamy) his three chijld-
ren, two daughters and a son
his sisters Mrs. E. 7. Raja-
ratnam and Mrs. A. H. Aria-
ratnam and sister in- law - Amir-
tham Devarajan and brothersin-
law Mamo Cumarasamy, and
their spouses and a very large
circle of relations and friends.
His two brethers I. P. Thurai-
ratnam and P. G. Jeyaratnam
and his sister Mrs. B. J. Jeya-
rajah and brother-in-law Mohan
Cumaraswamy predeceased him,

L T S S R T e
CHRIST DIED FOR US,

I gave my life for thee,

My preeious blood 1 shed,
That thou might’st ransomed be
And rescued from the dead;

I gave my life for thee,

What hast thou given for Me?

At Rest ;

Mr. S. R. Kaﬂag&mayagam I spent long years for thes
In weariness and woe,

That an eternity

Of joy thou mightest know;
I spent long years for thee,
Hast thou spent one for Me?

The death oecurred in Aus.
tralia at the resid:nce of his
daughter of Mr. S. R, Kanaga-
nayagam the leading civil lawyer
of the Jaffna Bar. He was an
old boy of Jaffna College of the
Bicknell, era and was a member
of classical soccer reams of the
catrly twenties under the cap
taincy of his cousin, Sabaratnam.

He was & public speaker
whose wit and humour enli-
ve ned the audience he addressed.

1 suffered much for thee,
More than thy tongse cam tell,
Of bitterest agony,

To rescue thee frem hell;

1 suffered much for thee,
What canst thon bear for me,

And I have brought for theey
Down from my home above,
Salvation, full aod free

My pardon, and my love;

1 brought great gifts for thee

He was formerly a lesding Wit Raft fiion bicught telie

membsr of the UNP and was
Shosen by Mr. D. S. Sena-
nayake to represent Ceylon in
USA as a distinguished citizen.
Latterly he identified himself
with the Tamil Congress.

Oh, let thy years be spent,
Thy life to Me be given,
Time's fetters all be rent.
Then endless bliss in heaven;
Bring thou thy worthless all,
Follow thy Saviour's call.

fringement on its avowed goals would emly drive f“‘ “;“:";
into a decper morass. Liberation by devolution 13 P

Sri Lankans themselves must achisve. y :
v Il’u the sprawling political landseape here in Sri Lanka,

it is not the cross roads that baffle the masses but wh:; thc{:::;’p:tl:
say. On 15-5-87 President Premadasa is reportefl to av;_“‘kot"
to the members of the UNP Nationiﬂ Exacuttlve. :}: iP;uid.n;
sa Amnesty International handout (given to hlm;l fo““ i
g1id, by the LTTE) which contained the I_Iltl'l.l‘ﬂft :‘ ammc M
of the on - going violence in Sri Lﬂnkl.l including I:I et
former Cabinet Minister, Lionel Jeyatilake. r_Thc_ .hda;ch o
Rights Commission had also passed a resoluhso.t_lLln o
fur the ICRC to go to the North - East of i an .s v
But unfortunately the DN of 2;-5:3’::1?'?:0!“:1::‘“' P.lw.
giving the views of another group e?l - Mt
ag for PEACE in the land calling m qlfe_l | K ‘
::Tr[ttlo?ihc 44 pags Amnesty Report and duanpmssr:tL::k.onl
idsd’ in its treatment of political developments in - .ﬂmt
4 The tide-swell of concern for human r:‘:;“"y
Annesty has helped to create is nol 2 n'nttsrt 2: ::m“ right;
e i" mskeief::l::.cﬁghtiu desperately
fus here in Sr '
abl.n:;hfflil:;SEAgEljli:l the land after six long years of tn‘u;n sheuld
:-25151 first any attempt at peliticisation of human rights.

i der Meo. @/J/104/ NowsE?
er at the G. P. O, Sri Lanka us ¢ ;
‘:.:.I.:ﬂm Discess of the Church of South India at A-cn;:’
182, 1st, Cross Strcet Jaffos on Friday ¢ JUNE
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