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Putney Tamil Congregation
Celebrates. ... ...

‘Th‘. London Tamil Congre-
gation which woarships once a
month at the Putney Methodist
Ch:{l_'ch eelebrated its seventeenth
ANDDIVETSATY recently. A special
:gltur-nl programme  followed
by a fellowship dinner was held
on 10th June t© mark this
-.nn::l‘auane. A service of thanks-
giving will be held Jater.

; The eultural evenine and
-djnﬁer were very well a‘;teuded
.-a__n_tl_ Was actually oversubseribed,
';’be items performed by many
Youngsters in Tamil and English
were of a commendably high
mdard The highliaht was
AN item presented by a ““kitchen
band "’ made up of founder mem-
bers. of L. T. C.

_ This congregation is g
nf | many Timrgl' F?(]):];':;;t?i;::s
NOw. existing in London but it

i‘s hﬂt‘h t_he_ oldest and ]argest

nf thcm Some members how-

. ever are of the opinion that the

gation has not played as

big a role as its_seniority.and -

e ey DT

size would eoable it to. They

feel _that 4% a congregation it

sould be more iavolved in the

problems faced by the Tamil
community both here in Britain
and in S:i Lanka. Efforts are
being made to <¢e that the
witaess of this church is not
just limited to the sending of
donations but of a more active
nature.

‘The Peking Massacre’

The dominaat news over
the last few weeks has been
the prodemocracy movement in
Peking by the students. The
massive demonstrations in sup-
port of freedom and the bru-

tal suppression of these cffunﬁ

over the past few days has ha
everybody glued to the TV
screens, and their front pages.
The sceaes emanating from
Tianemen Square have been the
cause of inspiration, admiratioq,
agony and despair. The sight
of unarmed students and others
taking on tanks and armoured
cars was the essence of man’s
struggle against tyranny and
supression. The sight of one
man holding off a whele column
of tanks will never be for-
gotten,

In Britain there 15 natur-
ally concern about the future
of Hemg Kong, which is sche-
duled to revert to Chinese rule

in 1997. Hopng Kong residents
Are NOW even more uncasy
about this.

The Peking massacre i

yet amother example of a dic-
tational goverament,
ideas, responding to the genvine

berelt of

desires of its people with brute
lorce,

A poem by Sheily ‘The
Mark of Anarchy® written in
response to massacre in Britain
last cenfury is an apprepriate
one to highlight the

strugeles
of  oppressed people  every-
where. 1 quote a few verses
from it.

Stand ye calm and resolute,
Like a forest, close and m.ul.c.
With folded arms and looks
that are
Weapons of unvanguished war.

Aad if thea the tyraats dare,
Let them ride among you there,
Slash, and stab, and maim and
_ hew
What they like, that let them de.

With folded arms and steady
eves,
And little fear and less
surprise,
Look upor them as they slay,’
Till their rage has passed

away,
Then they will return with
shame,
To the place from which the)re
! came -
And the blood thus shed will
speak

In hot blushes on their cheek

Rise like lions after sluvmber,
In unvanguishable number —
Shake your chains to earth

like dew

Which ia sleep has fallen on
you —

Y¢ are many — they are few.
The thousands whe gave
their lives in Peking will not

have died in vain.

Dr. D. C. Ambalavanar-

5 OO CHRE O R
DISABLEMENT —
A haman rights issue:

Jurgen Knop is disabled.
One of the handicaps he faces
in life is the attitude of the
waiter who asks the attendant if

Mr Knop - an aduft —is allo-
wed to drink beer.
Another handicap is the

atlitude of the shep assistant

in the department store mnear .
where he lives in the Federal
Republic of Germany. She

enquires of his attendant which
shivt is the right one for Mr.
Knop to get.

with-
feeling

“If 1T go into town
out being accompanied,
that this is demeaning treat-
ment, the shop assistant will
address me in the language
usually reserved for foreigners,
while the waiter will bring me
a glass of milk instead of the
beer | have ordered,”” he smys.

““But can 1 take exceplion
to this, ar even the behaviour
of the old lady who pats my

THE NORTH -

& a v
PRESSHNSORS
| Ggorcn
The Government has profwea

under the Emergency on

Rl ]

¥

fess Censorship
5.7-89. The censorship will

cover matters concerning the IPKF, Strikes, and JVP

killings.

“WOULD A SHIFTING
CURRENT ' HELP THE

WIND OR A STRONG
SCHOOLS OUT OF

THE DOLDRUMS.”

The two BIG MATCHES
of the North have, over the
years, become SOCIAL EVENTS
where maay thousands gather
to. indulge themselves in heal-
thy fun and frolic. Fiag - wa-
ving, slozan - shouting, drum-
beating. gyrating youth have
been very econspicuous in their
gay and coloucful | &ftire in
such a gala, carniyal @atmos-
phere. Nl
I refer to the. BATTLE OF
the prestigious
Johas and

tussle between StL.

Jaffna Central and the BATTLE
OF tHE GOLDS - the cavalier-
clash between st. Patricks and
Jaffoa College, Vaddukeddai.
The BATTLE OF THE NORTH-
the B6th im the serics, was
last played ia 1984, and there-
after this BIG §0C1AL EVENT
had been :’ﬁw OLDRUMS.
On the . contra gladdened
the hearts all cricket lovers
when the BATTLE OF THE
GOLDS, the 7ind in the serics,
was revived this year. It was
( continued on page 4)

cheek when I take
parents and nursing home war-
deas do not know that a dis-
abled person is not an object
of pity, but someone who sim-
ply waats to be a human be-
ing like everbody else?"

'a the home, the nurse
sometimes strokes his hair ten-
derly, or tickles his tummy
while he is being given a bath.

" He knows of other nursing
homes for disabled people
where resideats are put to bed

by 6 pm, even if they are
adults of 30 or 40. It saves
considerably on the costs of
night nursiag staff, but it

is surely being imhuman.’

«and a home could not
possibly enforce this rule if
there Wwere €ven ons or two
resideats who had learned to
insist on their human rights’,

Lhose are some =lements of
the problems-the haudicaps
which disabled people have.
One of the solutions, accord-
ing to Mr Knop, is that, dis-
abled people themselves have
to keep the discussion moving
after the International Year of
Disabled Persons.

Otherwise, the fiequent
¢laim that “‘the disabled per-
son is one of us” will go on
being mere lip service offered
by a few speakers who will
soon be off to dedicate yel
apother home for the disabled
a few Kilometres outside the
city.

«To be ourselves'

«1f we handicapped are Lo
be able te express ourselyes
and thus to make our claims
heard, it is essential that we
should be allowed to be ours
selves,”” argues Mr Knop.

A5 1 see it, the wretched
condition of the disabled is due
primarily to their inability to
assert themselves. The initial

2 walk, it

reason for this lies, of course,

<in the disability itself, the

sense of physical weakness.
“But unoun-disabled people

alse contribute greatly to, ike
oS g

disabled persom’s rlecling
passivity any submission. Alce-
ady ws children, the disabled
are assigned the role of an
abject. b

=At first the disabled child
enjoys being cossetted by every-
body. The golden rule in the
family is to be as kind as
possible to a disabled child,
for obviously he or she will
have one day to enler a home
about which such dreadful thi-
ngs are heard.

“But despite the goodl in-
tenticas beshind such a notien
ol kindness, it is as misguided
as it is possible to be. A dis-
abled person who has never
learned. A Fend dor himself
will only find it all thz har-
der (o do so in a heme for
the disabled.”

Ideas which the gensral
public  held about disabled
people may have changed, he
says, but the change scems to
have more to do with ending
the evasive attitudes and deve-
loping some greater tolerance.

It’s not evough. *'If the
Jisabled and the non-disabled
are in future to live intelligen~
tly side by sjde, We must
learn to be more honest with
one another.” 7

“We ar: tired of being
displayed month after month
as ‘'prablem children’ on the
television screens of self-satis-
fied and complacent sitizens.'’

“The slogsn for the luter-
national Year of Disabled Perso-
ps demands a greal deal of us.
Let us put it into practice so
that we may ‘live together —

ENE ]

and understand one another’.
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The Ecumenical Vision Of The Rev. Daniel Poor

And Colleagues.

The 200th brith Anniversary of the pionser m.i!sion.ary in
Jaffna, the Rev. Daniel Poor is an appropriate oocasion I10
reflect on the ecumenical Spirit and vision of the car{y missio-
naciss of the American mission who came to this island on
the 23rd of March 1816. Though these missionacies bclor_iged‘tﬂ
the post- Reformation era of hardened Christian denominatio-
nalism and attitudes when ecumenical relationships meant pERy
little, the spirit of Christian eourtesy, consultation, fe“O\',”'ihl{_:
and sharing which these missionaries displayed in every 1'”
they undertook should be an juspiration and challenge to many
of us Christians in Sri Lanka who have tended to become
lethargic and Indifferent towards ecamznical cm?cern’a and res-
ponsibilites in an age which maay call ‘ecumenical.

In their program of orientation for three months which
these missionaries undartook as soon as thev arrived in Cqu.m-
bo included ecumenical courtesies, consultations and good will.
Their diaries and journals reflect this Spirit of Christina ecu-
menism. Cordial relationships maintained during this period in
Colombo with the Apglican, Methodist and Baptist clergymen,
also with a Roman Catholic priest and the leadzrs of the State,
won the hearts of the British authoritics and the Brili!fh
missionaries and created so much of trust which resulted in
generous Cooperation aad {en.:'.\urigcmcnt in spite of the war
and estrangement between Bngland and America at that time.

Miss Helen Root who wrote the Centenary history ef the
American Ceylon Mission in 1916 gives us a vivid insight inte
the ecumenical spirit and vision of thsse missionaries in Jaffna
When she saysi- “The missian records of these days tell us
about a monthly meeting begun among all the missionaries of
the provinee including now Weslyan aad Church missions
where at the first meeting in Aungast 1819 the topic of the
address was “brotherly love.”” This meetiag hay ever since been
4 delightful featu=e of missionary life in Jaffna tending greatly
to essential Christian unity.” At these meetings distinct terri-
tories were assigned to each of the missionary bhodies by mutual
consultation and consent thereby avoiding the wasle caused by
overlapping aad needless rivalry. '

These missionaries in Jaffna understood that their diffe-
Tences were part of Western church history which had no mean-
ing to the local people in the ficld of mission. The defiomi-
nation of a convert was commoinly determined by topography
rather than theoloay. Letters of dismizsion and commendation
for pastoral care accompanied Christians meving from one mis-
sien area to another without any fear of losing members.
Fhere was also much shariag in missienary werk. When it was
agreed at the monthly meetings that the C. M. S. should
undertake missionary work in Palai, Mullaitive and Vavuniya
and the W- M. S. in kaddaively the American mistion helped
both  missionary bodies with local evangelists. Likewise the
C.M. 8 and W. M. S helped the Amesrican mission with work-
215 from thsir native evangelistic bodies. [t was the American

Mission thet gave the C. M.S missionary in Nallur Matthew

Philips, a teacher from Pandeterruppu  who later
foremost  Anwliean Evangelist and Catechist
many Ceaverts in Nallur, Kokuwil, Kopay, Urampirai, Kaitnady
etc. The Rev. Daniel Poor and the Rev. Joseph Knight of
Nallur were very good friends and ware dynamic leaders in the
carly ecumenical mectings, When Mrs. Poor died in 1821 the Rev.
Joseph Knight’s sister married the Rev. Daniel Poor and Carrj-
ed en the good work of Susan Poor in the Minse and in the
mission field in Tzllippalai. Dr. Peciathamby Danforth trained
by Dr. F. Green was seat by the American Mission to the
new government hospital in Vavuniya with a letter of commen-
dation to the C. M. S Missionary in the Vanni mission,

became the
respansible for

! The ecumenica)] spirit which the early missionaries promo-
ted in the north Continwed into the late 19th century and the
Zrirhlcazlturic& Tne missionary matazine called *The Friend*®
published in 1891 gives a long account of a United Christian
Convention in Jaffna. It was out of the Jaffaa Bible Society
where there was real christian cooperation that the Jaffna
Christian  Union was founded in November 1907. United Christj-
an Cunvclllimns became an annual feature in Jaffna with wvery
distinguished christian leaders from the woarld-over giving add-
resses. Outstanding clergymen and lavmen of all the churcheg
gave creative leadership and inspired the Jaffna Christian Uniap
Into action. Bishop Sabapathy Kulendran records all the trealive
and pioncering work of the J. C. U. in his book **A brief history
of long cooperation'® published in 1957. A creative mave in lh"c
30°s of this century by the J. C. U. was the ““Forward MO Vement
in E\f:i]]gdnsm. The JCU asked cach denomination to ser apart
one minister for evangelism for suctestive periods of 6 months.,
The first 38t were the Revs. §. Somasunderam, R, C. P. Welch
and D. T. Niles.

The Union Institutions for the training of teachers, the
famous Uduvil Conferences otganized by Dr. p. T. Niles, the
Christian Ashram mevement ia Sri Lanka inspired and I'(;undcd
by Sevak S. Selvaratnam the ehurch union movemeat and scheme

Wedding ;
Kot IN MEMORIAM .

ASOKAN
.
%}l = In Everloving Memory
VASANTHY . of our dear one
Grace Nesammah
The marriage was solemni- Selvadurai.
sed on Saturday 1st of .IIJ]}' Born: 21-03-1915

1989 at St. John's Church,
Chundikuli at 9-30 a. m. of
Asokan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
A. Segarptnasingam of Varatha-
[aivilan, Tellippalai and Vasanthy DVl
daughter of Mrs. C. E. Ananda-  Pandaterippu.
rajau and the late Mr. C. E. sussmorasesssw -
Anandarajan  formec Priocipal  and Jaffoa College to have
St. John's Collegs Jaffna. taken the plunge to play the
BIG MATCH this year. The
The Rey. Joseph Sarva- Rev. Father Franeis Joseph,
nanthan officinted. Associ- Rector, st. Patricks and Dr.
ated with him ware the Rev, S. Jebanesan, Principal, Jaffna
I A S ey Co]leg?, deserve our kudos fqr
Ck.lrist-ol Roberts amli the Rav. the grit and UDULATS sh!;;wn 1B
3 . the excellent organisation of
Sathian Kidirgamac. [he Rev. the BIG MATCH.
J. Sarvananthan preached the As for the BATTLR OF
hemily. THE NORTH, the efforts taken
by an interested party to play
the match this year fizzled out
over the question of the venue
of the match. Jaffna Central
felt, under the present circum-
stances, it was but right for
s8t. Johns to have extended an
invitation to play the match
on their (Johnian) home stretch.
It may be recalled that the
last one of these BIG ENCOUN-
TERS, the B6th in the series,
was plaved on Jaffna Central
maidan in 1984. Thereafter
Jaffna Central maidan virtually
became a NO MAN's LAND
till January 1988 when the over-

Entered Glory : 19-07-1988.
Where the Lord Guides —
The Lord Provides.

Family members.

==

A Home - Coming followed
on Mooday (3rd of July) at the
bridsgroom’s residence.

Coatinuzd from page 1 )
played on the Patrician strip
on Friday 10th and Saturday
11¢h March with all its atten-
dant gaicty and splendour. The
match abounded with its  full
share of thrills galare, and it
kept the large and appreciative
crowd on pins till the wvery

last ball was bowled. TIn the grown weeds and ‘whatnots ,’
above context, the cricket- hazardous in nature, covering
loving public of Jaffaa were the eative field had bzen
all unanimous in their praise oleared.

for the Heads of st. Patricke {to be continued)

for Caurch Unipn in Sri Lanka inspired by great leaders such as
Bishops Lakdasa de Ml Huirold de Syysa, Sabipathy Kulendran,
Dr. D. I. Niles, the Revs. Basil Jackson and Willie Wickcema
singiz, the United Theolozical Collzze of Lanka fouaded by the
Rsv. Basil Jasksan wa> sst the vision forit in his words *‘to
be the prototype of the future United Church in an united
Sri Lanka,"” were som: of ths creative pioizering esamsaizal efforts
of the middle of the 20th century.

The ecumenical emblem of the World Council of Churches
15 a ship sailing in tcoubled waters The pioneerinx missionaries
of the early 19th century sailed to our land through troubled and
stormy  waters and  fated muiay trials, perils, dangers and
<hallenzzs in taeir mission fizlds for ths sake of , the visioa
their Master and Captaia, Jesus Christ set before them. They
were heroic models of self-sacrificial serviee who gave us an
ecumenical vision of tellowship, consultation and sharing finally
leading to Chureh Unity. Thoe courageous church leadery who
foilowed them held fast to the vision in spite of the storms
and troubles of our history uand ecclesiastical prejudices and
proklems.

Being at the end of the 20th century one wonders whether
the ecumenical ship has entered the deldrums in Sri Lanka. Many
attribute the mood to the failure of the church unien scheme
others to the recent affluence in the christian denominations and
sects which find no need for each other in spite of the eritical and
violent situation in the country, Whatever the reasons may be iy
is sad to note the sense of indifference and lack of eathusiasm in
many christian denominations. Our preseat church leaders sheuld
take note that we do not lose the vision to which we have been
called by Jesus Christ as St. Paul has lucidly described: ‘*Azcor-
ding to his purpese which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the
fulaness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. (Ephesians: 1:10)

By Venerable Dr. Donald Kanagaratnam.
(Archdeacen of Jaffna.)
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