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DR. GEORGE PINKER (centre) Prasident of the
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists with
Dr. CHANDRA AMBALAVANAR ( right ) and
DR. YVONNE ROTCHELL (left) af the University of
West Indies ar the Silver Jubilee Congress in Laondon.

About 1200 Obstetricians and Gynaecvlogists from all over
the wotld gaibhered at the Queen Elizabeth 11 Conference Cen-
tre overlooking Westmiaste® Abbey in London from the 4th to
the 7th of July for the Silver Jubilze Congress. Wihile the
Coagress was mainly a scientific programme for ithe specialisis
it had also its lighter aspcets.

The Cengress began with a brief service at Westminster
Abbey en Tuesday the 4th of July follewed by the apening
ceremony at the Churchill Auditorium at the Queen Elizabeth
II Confereace Centre. Her Royal Highness Princess Dians, the
Princess of Wales Forrr_lall_v declared open the Congress. This
was followed by a musical programme conducted by the Natio-
pal Spmyhony Oichestia

Erom the Sth to the 7th the mainm scientific papers and
presentations were made. This included a Congress oration bya
distinguished ‘secientist and presentation of papers by those doing
original work ia their subjects

Of the 1200 who attended, halt the mumber were from
outside Britain. The Government hosted the overseas partiei-
pants at a reception at Lancaster House. The eclimax of the
Congress was the banquel on the 7th at the historic Guild
Hall of the City of London. Dr. Chandra Ambalavanar of
Green Hospital, Manipay, Dr. Siva Chinnathamby and Dr. J.
N. Rodrio were tfie three Sri Lankans who participated in the
Congress.
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News - 5. A. P Thurairatnam served
en the Mechanieal Eogineering
Department of the Institute for
more than eight yezars. The
Gouncil of the Jaffua Institute
af Tschnology aad Agriculture
Mr. S. A. P. Thurairatnam  which met on Wednesday the
has besn appointed Assistant 26th July confirmed the appeoiat-
Director of the Jaffna College ment.
Institute of Technology. Mr.

Assistant Director,

Institute of Technology.

- @ ANOHRGBICDTDOSODESHOCOOGO VIR YEL &
SILVER JUBILEE CONGRESS OF THE BRITISH

ROYAL COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND
GYNAECOLOGISTS 4th - 7th July 1989 - London.

New Principal - Yastipute
of Agriculture. . 4

Mr. Thalayasingham Kuga-
thasan of Alaveddy has been
appointed Principal of the Jaffna
College Institute of Agriculture
Maruthanamadam. His appoint
ment was confirmed at the
Semi Annual meeting of the
council held on the 26th of
July.

The Rev: Dr. Kingsley
Muttiah.

We are happy to announce
that the Rev. Kingsley Muttiaho
the Secretary of the Methodist
Conference of S0 Laaka has
obtained his Ph. D. Jdegree from
the New York Thenlogical Seri-
nary, U. 8. A. The Rev. Muttiah
followed the major part of his
post graduate study at the
Sheffizld Univecsity in the UK.
and finally did his dissertation
for the Ph. D. from the New
York Theolegical Seminary.
We congratulate him on this
achievement.

The Rev. Dr. Henry Victor.

The Rev. Dr. Henry Victor
has been appointed Lecturer in
Christiaa civilization at  the
Jaffsa Uaiversity. Dr. Vistor
is a Priest of tbe Church of
Cevlon and had his theological
education in Pilimatalawa,
1. T. C. Bangalore and the Selly
Oak College, Birmingham. He
specialised in the field of Islamic
Siudies and Social Scicdces and
obtained his Ph. D. from Bir-
mingham University.

Washing of Feet.

Everytime  mioisters  aie
being ordained at the Cathedral
Church Vaddukoddai, it is
observed -that the washing of
feet of the presbyters is being
done as a symbol to commemar-
ate what Christ did unto His dis-
ciples. The washing of feet of
His disciples by Christ was under-
taken at the height of < His
mission and teachings on earth.
But how-'is ‘this appropriate at
an  erdination <¢eremony? One
may give several inteppretations
to the washing of feet but what
is the spiritual meaning behind
this act? St. John’s  gospel is
quite clear od this **And the
glory which thou gavest me,
1 have given them: that they
may be ong, even as we aret’.
St. John 17:22. It is therefore

evident that this Gonversatien '

with His father was the climax
and there remained nothing
more to be given to the disci-
ples. All the disciples exeept
Peter felt  that they were one
with the Lerd in spirit and in
truth. But Peter could not get
away from the idea that Christ

wad still Mig gurn and master
and, he, 4 @isciple and follower

Fap,, When il gfas pointed out te
< Potr t he could not be &
er in the kingdom of

Christ, Peter readily agreed
whole heartedly. Hence the
spiritual meaning is that the
rafationship of guen and disei-
ole dissolved when ithe glary
was given unto the disciples.
The gucu and diseiple were
identical. What puzzles me
is, how does this spiritual super-
structure which Christ chese to
build and leave behind, be in
any way. connected with the
washing of the feet of the pres
byters by the Bishop? what 1
am trying to make out is that
this act of washing the fuet
should neither be loosely in-
terpreted nor  the spiritual
tradition carried out literally.
Suish acts will only undermine

christian philesophy. K.l
[ e
OBITUARY.

The Rev. S. M. Thevathazan
Presbyter C- 8. 1. BErlalai passed
away on Saturday the 24th Jume
alter a brief illness.

The funeral took place oa
Monday the 26th June a y
.-3.‘_-:'..- L rhe 1
‘North Bélalar.

The Biskhep the | Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar speke on
the text. ““The Lord gave amd
the Lord has taken away;
biessed be the name af the
Lacd,

The Bishop in his Sermos
said that the late Rev. Theva-
thasan was given te the family,
ehureh and the community by
the Lord.  His ministry was
greatly appreciated by the pati-
shes im which he worked.

The Rev. V. N. Tharmakala-
singham in his tribute said that
as 4 theological student, minis-
ter and colleague he was liked
by everyome with whom he came
into contact.

The remains were then re-
moved to Vavuaiya Cemctary
for interment.

IN EVER LOVING
REMEMBRANCE OF

John Moothathamby
Sabaratnam.
Called Home : 18-8-1988.

“yau were a precious gift te
us in life
For whom we keep thanking
Geod." we deeply cherish and
fendly remember yeu.
wife, children,in-laws and
grand childrea.
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MISSION AND FEVANGELISM TODAY AND IN THE 2I1ST CENTURY.,

DANIEL POOR TWO HUNDRED

A wmignificant programme arranged by the Jaffna Diocese
to mark the 200th birth anniversary of Dr. Daniel Poor was
the three days seminar ou **Missien and Evangelism Today and
In The 21st Century'’ at the Ottley Hall, Jaffna College from the
24th te the 26th of June just prior to the anniversary on the 27th
of June.

Over 100 people both laity and clergy participated in the
seminar. Dr. Dhyanchand Carr, Vice Principal, Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary led the Bible Studies on the three days
and also delivered the closing address on the theme. The Bible
Studies were very stimulating and thought provoking as the text
of the first rthree Gospels was brought to bear on our present
Situation,

Dr. Preman Niles, Director of the W. C.C. Commission
on Justice, Peace and the [ntegrity of Creation gave twe key-note

MORE NEWS OF THE DANIEL POOR
CELEBRATIONS.

*It has beem said that if we can see farther and clearer
than our aacestors it is because we stand on their shoulders.
If so thea we have an obligation to use that advantage of
position in censtructive ways'’, said Mr. Edward Marks, Charge-d’
Affaires of the U.S A. in Sii Lanka in the address he deli-
vered as Chief Guest at the 200th birth anniversary celebration
of Dr. Daniel Poor at the Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai.
Mr. Edward Marks spoke at the Public Meeting on the evening
of the 27th of June along with ssveral other speakers who
brought messages of greetings. Mr. Marks bszan his address by
saying that 1789 the year of Dr. Daniel Poor®s birth ulso was the year
of the first recorded visit te Sri Lanka by American sailors.
«“And so, the 200 years since the Rev. Poor’s birth also mack
the span of relations between my country and yours.” Mr,
Marks weat on to outline that long relutionship established by
the New England Missionaries and also by another remarkable
Amerizan, the dedicated Colonel Hemry Steel Olcott who re-
awakened the Buddhists of this Country and inspired them to
struggle for their legitimate rights. ‘““Some of the younger mem.
bers of this gathering may be less than fully aware of this
slory and it is important they know about it.”” It is important
because we are who we ate to a very large degree because of
m_r-hg_t __}:ispppntﬁ; earlier, because of history. Because certain in-
dividuals long agoin a cold corner of a newly independent coun~
try on the North American centinent decided to leave home
-and travel around the world, we are here today. Part of today’s
teality isa direct result of their intentions — the knowledge of
English amonz  the people of the Jaffna Peninsula and the
growth of a Christian Religious community amoug the people
of the Jaifna Peminsula. But there were other results of their
decision in political, social and cconomic terms which they had
probably not anticipated or even thought of. In any case,
they did cross the ocean and we are all here today,’*

MR. EDWARD MARKS Charge«d* Affaites of the U. §.

i SRI Lanka speaking at the Danjel P Colibradt
Vaddukoddai. oor Celebrations at

“Sri Lanka today has meny problems,”” cencluded Mr.
Marks, ““mamy serious problems, some new and some old. They
are obviously and tragically, the result of histerical ¢
ments and decisions made in the past, |t
fore, that those responsible for today’s decisions in E¥ery coun-
try of the world — remember that today’s decisions .urc-t
row’s history and that our children will have to it
results.  That is a sobering  but also am exhilarating thought
The Relv. Poor ebviously theught se. | hope that when a I'ulg]:
generation meets here to  celebrate his 300th birth annivcrsnur;:

»

' develop-
15 1mportant, there-

live with the

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR.

addresses relating to the main concern of his Cemmission te
the theme of Mission and Evangelism.

. Prof. Kyung Jae Kim of the School of Theelogy, Hanshin
il_lmvcrmy. Seoul, Korea delivered addresses on the theme
from the perspective of the church in Korea. He outlined
how the ‘‘Minjung” theology was attempting to seek the mea-
ning of scripture for the peoples’ struggle.

: Fr. 8. J. Immanuel, Rector of the St. Francis Xavier Cat
holic Seminacy in Jaffna gave a challenging address on *‘The
Challenges and Demands for a New Reformation.” *We nced
a new courage to break out of the structures of the church
and return to the sources through a living relationship. Whean
Christ really becomes the door, we can enceuater the God of
Jesus Christ.”

The full text of the addresses and Bible Studies will be
included in the Daniel Poor Souvenir to be published soon.

they will find that we picked up his example and his tradition
and left more than we found.” The full text of Mr. Marks’
address will be included in the Daniel Poor Souvenir to be pub-
lished soon.

As meationed in our carlier report ether speeches at the |

Public Meeting included Dr. Preman Niles, Prof. Kyung Jae

Kim, Dr. Dhyanchand Carr who brought greetings of the World =

Couneil eof Churches, Christian Conference of Asia and the
C. 8. 1. Synod respectively. Dr. Bob Porter gave the grectings
of the U. C.B. W. M. The Rev. Joseph Sarvananthan gave the

greetings of the Anglican Church and of the Jaffna Christian

Union of which he is Chairman. The Rev. P. Govindaraj gave
the grestings of the Methodist Church and Fr. Jeyaseelan save
the greetings of the Roman Catholic Chureh. Prof. Sivathamby
spoke on behalf of the general public.

The extension of the Cathedral Church to its original full
length of 165 feet was another way in which the Daniel Poor
Anniversery was marked. It was Dr. Poor and his colleagues
who soon after their arrival in Jaffua in 1816 decided on par-
titioning the C€hurch as they felt at that time it was too large.
While they engaged in restoring tne reof ef the Church they
also construsted the partition wall dividing the structure attweo
third’s of the length for the Church and the rest for a Parish
Hall and other purposes. On rcstoring the full length by break-
ing down the partition the wooden trusses of the other omne
third length-now the Alterside, have been replaced by three rein
forced couwcrete arches. The windows of this section have also
been replaced to mateh the windows of the resi of the Chur-

ch. [t was significant that at the moraing of the Daniel Poor

Anniversary at the Thanksgiving Service the Church was pac
ked to ecapucity and the number of communicants was above
1200,

n
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White House... Centinued.
Faith and public policy.

Wlhils many Americans mig-
ht conccde that faith is agood oo .
thing for the nation’s highest “ppliticians

more complicated. Robert Mad- God is on thcif‘ HAS
dox, speech writer and religious James - Skilten,
liaisoa fer President Jimmy Public

very open about his born-again hi
Christian  fajth—said a Nl s

for a President. **The personal
strength that he can gain from
his faith—from his own study
of the Scripture, from his pra-
yer life, from his own walk
with the Lord—can bring great
strength and a sense that he is
not walking alone,”” Maddox
said.

vepublic.”’

can  “‘push the President to

a public way in his commit- ge him on those
ment to human rights, and in
other quist ways that frequent-
ly affected domestic and for-

eign policy.” (te be continued )

However, Maddox said deep
faith can also pose difticulties
for political leaders. *‘Preside-
nts ca«a wear their religion on
their sleeve too much.. and
people,” he said.
always have the
leader, determining how that subtle temptation fto use their
faith is worked out may be relizion to make it look like

ex=cutive
director of the Association for
: Justice, also cautions
Carter —a President who was 1151 a Christian President could
teivil reli-
; deep gion® where 'God is the na-
personal faith has many benefits {ionajistic god of the American

Skillen said Christian eiti-
zens need fo rtake more care in
distinguishing between how a
person performs the duties of
office and how %4e confesses
his faith in office. “Christiaas
should be far more astute in

i i looking at how George Bush
Maddoxinoted huw the Bitle is ga_igg to set his pgriorities.
how he’s going to work on
think about human *problems them, and at his agenda, re-
in biblical terms. Mr. Carter gardless of what he says about
did that, and it came out in his faith,” Skillea said. *‘Jud-
deeds and
not so much on how he wraps

religious) language around it.?
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