[ S Rl e S .ﬁmcmmmcmsmmmoconmam

THE MORNING STAR

at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka

et e

Subscription. News and Articles in
Tamil and English.

Inland: Rs. 30/. year Please send them to

For Advertisement
Apply to:
The Manager,

2 Newspaper at
—ander No. Qi1 / 104/ Ne-u,rao

Rc;mend as

the EDITOR,
* The Morning Star,’

‘The Maorning Star,’ Established : 1841 : A Christian Weekly: Published Every Friday ? 182, PFirst Cress Street,
182, First Cross Strest Vol 149 Jaffua, Friday, 30, 07 JULY 1989 No. 26 & 27 g JAFENA.
JAFFNA. i o cadiiin PR S
i ¢ IGHMTEOUSNESS BXALTETH A MATION WT I 1! A BREPROACH TO ANY PREOFLE
WEDDINGS member of the Church was sung Twenty — Five Years
PO by the choair. Dr. Henry Rajarat-
nam made an appropriate “’"r OF TEACHING SERVICE.
Devadharshanan ponse with the testimony © A Service to thank God

Jeanne.

The marriage was solemnised
between Samuel Devadharshanan
Ambalavanar and Lisa Jeanne
Campanello om Saturday the 30th
of May at the Church of St. Leo,
Corona, New York. Samuel i3
the youngest son of Mr. & Mrs
D. 5. Ambalavanar of Elmhurst
New York and Lisa Jeanne it
the daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Frank Campancllo of Corona,
New York.

Thevarajah

Christing -

The marriage was solemni-
scd betwesn Mr. P. Thevarajah,
a Worker in chargeZof the Sama-
thanaperam Church in the Dio-
cese and Miss Christina Chelliah
at the Karainagar Church on
Saturday the 10th of June at
10°00 a. m. The Pastor of the
Church the Rev. A. V. lewu-
thasan conducted the
The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar solemnised the marriage
and the Rev. Daniel Thiagarajah
preached the homily. Thevarajah
is the son of Mr. & Mrs.
Pasupathy of Karainagar and
Christina is a daughter of

Mr, & Mrs. Chelliah of
Chankanagi.

SErvice

COLOMBO CHURCH

FELICITATES
DR. HENRY RAJARATNAM

The members of the
Colombo Church and other
friends felicitated Dr. Hency

Rajaratnam on his being elected
a Fellow of the Royal College
of Physicians (EERIEIPY;
England om Monday the 5th of
June at 630 p.m. The feli-
citation took the form eof a
Thanksgiving Service at the
Colombe Church conducted by
the Pastor the Rev. T. S. Pre-
marajah. The Rev, James Rat-
nayagam also toek part in the
Service. The Ri, Rav. D. J.
Ambalavanar preached  the
sermop, Mre. C. D. Chiana-
kone, one of the lay ciders of
the Church made a brief feli-
citation speech. A special song
composed for the occasion by
Mr. Ramanathan, another senior

faith as a Christian doctor. A
fellowship dinaner followed the
Service.

FLOOD RELIEF — :
SOUTH SRI LANKA.

The Jaffna Diocese of the
C.S.1. has sent a comtributio 1
of Rs. 10,000/~ te ths Bishop
of Colombo for the flood relief
work undertaken by the Colombo
Diocese in the South. [t has
been observed that the damage
inflicted by the floods on life
and property ia the Ratnapura
and Kegalle districts are the
worst ever cxperienced in thove
areas.

DO YOU KNOW?

——

The total extent of wild life
seserves im Sri Lanka is about
2500 sq. miles and coastitute
only about 10 percent of the
total Isnd area. Filty years
ago thers were 40,000 tigers but
today there are only less than
2500. There are about 85 spe-
cies of mammals 400 species of
birds and less than 1500 wild
elephants. Wildlife is endange-
red all over the earth—300 spe-
cies of mammals, 400 species of
birds, 200 species of rep-
tiles and amphibinns, and 100
species of fish of the more than
1:5 milliom spscies of insccts on
our planet most play important
roles in ecesystems. About 20
percent are directly useful to
man, while only 2 percent are
directly harmful.

More than 60,000 of the

world’s 265,000 plant species
are at risk of extinction. Some
20 of the more than 20,000

known edible plaats dominate
world food supply - a dangerous

dependance on a handful of
Grops,

‘A’ level papers.

The preseat structure and
pattern of many of the G. C. B.
A level question papers will be
changed we learn from next
August. Candidates will be
offered more optiony in their
chouice of questions.

The commissioner has said
there will be no change in the
format of Paper One in Physies,
Chemistry, Zeology and Botamy,
while part A of Paper Two
will also remain the same.

In Part B of Paper Three
candidates will have a wider
choice - the option of selecting

four ost of eigh! q uestions

Service to
JAFFNA COLLEGE
by

for twenty — five years of

ME. S. BALACHANDRAN B. Sc. (Cey.) Dip. Ed.

WILL BE HELD ON WE.DNESD‘AY !'Hl 12TH JULY
V845 a v

Friends, Old Studemts

IN THE CATHEDR?LCH \A,Drﬁmonnu
” J#ﬁ%fr

o B Yon S
Lbea;

invited .

against the previous four out of
Bil.

In most ather subjests
Science Arts and Commerce too-
there will be more questions
giving candidates a wider choice.
The aumber of questions they
must answer will remain as at
present.

Fifty Years Service.

Mr. R. A. S. Paul (Retired
Sub-Manager Bank of Ceylon)
completed fifty years service
with the Y. M. C. A. movement
in Sri Lanka. From the year 1938,
while a student, he tock an
active part in the *¥' work.
He was for sometime Hony.
Seerctary of the Navaly YMCA.

In 1985, he reccived an
Award for long standing mem-
bership with  the Colombo
Y. M.C. A. Heis now eue of
its most senior members.
He is s son of the Ilate Mr.
and Mrs. A. R. Paul of Manipay.

Gratefully Remembared:

Prof. Hilary Crusz.

We are sorry to reeord
the death of Prof. Hilary Crusz,
Emeritus Professor of Zoology
at the Peradeniya University,
who was one of the last batch of
students to graduate with hon-
ours from the London Univer-
sity as & student of the Univer-
sity College, Colombo at Thurs.
ton Road. He obtained his
Doctorate in 1948. He was
made Professor in 1964, at the
age of 44, He was » christinn
and never found amy reason for
conflict between Science snd his
raligious beliefa.

At the request of the Arche
bishop of Colombo, he brought
sut & book *'Creation and Evo-
lution. The Foreward for this
book was written by Dr Cyril
Ponnamperuma His interesty
were mot confined to hiz main
diseipline. Zoology - English Lite-

rature and Music were some of
his other pursuits whish mads
him a much loved snd revered
mentor among those who were
privileged to be his students.
He was g distinguished Pro-iuset
of St. Peter’s Collsge, Colombe.

In Memoriam.

™ Y S =l R b
JEYARAJAHS
For Blessings of our wonderful
parents,

The love and joys of VALENTINE,
Aceept our deepest heartfalt
thanks—
We are so grateful Lord.
Affectionately remembered
by their loved enes.

10, Church Road,
Chavakacheheri.

WITH EVERGREEN
MEMORIES OF OUR BELOVED

(Emma)
EMILY GNANARATNAM
SATHASEEVAN.

Borm: 20-06-1917

Died: 08-01-1988

Desply cherished and
loved by

SAM, LIZZIE asd MEENA

‘Where The Lord Guides —
The Lord Provides'

fendly
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Short Stery-
THE DOCTOR.

Six lang years of amgaish
and waiting was coming to an
end—Yijayan would be return=
ing in a couple of weeks time.
What a re-unien it would be
for Raji to meet Vijayan. But
then, would he return single of
would he bring a white woman.
«Would he be single or would
he be' married, but he camnot"’
—these were the thoughts that
were haunting the mind of
Raji.

It was at the College social -

that they had, first met. Shy
Raji just out of & convent was
_ attending her first social  in
the midst of boys. Beautifully
dressed is a green Daka sarce
and choli-blouse she came, and
be it accident or otherwise,
seated by her side was jovial
Vijayaa, The sopial went on,
and but for the replies she
gave Vijavan to his anxious
questions she hardly spoke.
Vijayan had tried his best to
make her move free, but had
failed miserably. Then midst
loud cheers it was announced
‘that Raji would give 2 perfor-
manee of Baratha Natyam.
Gracefully she mounted  the
stage and gave a brilliant per=
formance of a dance swaying
her shapely body to the rhythm
of the Baratha Natyam. She
ended her performance and
walked shyly back to her seat
mids’t thunderous shouts of
‘applause. Vijayan was the first
_ to cengratulate her, and soon
they were in conversation dis-
cussing, this, that and the
Other. They met quite frequen-
tly during College sessions, and
within a short time an affair-
‘had begun. What queer things
Dan Cupid could do in weay-
ing the pattern of love.

Things did not turn out
quite smoothiy fer these yourg
lovers, for when the results of
the Medical Entrance results
were published, Vijayan’s name
was missing. His thies attemp-
1s at the eptrance had ended,
and his enly hops of being a
dector was to go abroad, but
where was he to find the
money? Yes, Raji was the only
hope.

Vijayan foreced her out of
school into the teaching profes-
sion much against her father’s
wish, but being his only child,
with no mother, who had pas-
sed away when Raji was a bauby,
he gave in.

Vijayan soen sailed for Eng-
land and began his medical
career, supported by Raji and
the little he could get from
his uncle. They lived in separa-
tion with the pestman helping
them in every way he ‘could.
But apain disaster befell Raji
for her father was killed in n'
motoraccident. Left an orphan,

she entered the boarding of
the sehool in which she was
teaching. But here the tea-
chers found pleasure in tea-

sing her about young men who
went to England and returned
with English wives. During the
holidays she went to her aunt's

expecting relief from her annoys
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Principal Jebauesan,  We€ [ also want to take this
ing fellow teachers but hers welcome you tonight as the ful- Opportunity to thank those such
too, her aged aunt was DO fillment of a changing order that as yoursclf who have remained
b'tt‘cr for Dshg too kept on connecis us to the pasi {53 in Jaffna and helped our people

saying about this boy and that
boy returning with am Eanglish
woman.

The sixth year of Vijayan's
stay in Encland was ending and
his final examination was to
be held soon. Working for his
examination or otherwize he
conld aot write to Raji for
ome time; and this in addi-
tion to the impact of the stories
Raji heard, began to tell oo her
mind. Will Vijayan return with
an English wife?

A letter arrived from Vijayan
informing Raji of his success
and his departure to Ceylon.
But Vet she deubted him. Cou-

1d she see Vijayan with an
English wife? Could she face
the world? But will he ...7

Yes it was a nightmare work-
ing in her mind all the time.

Vijayan arrived in Colombo
single with absolutely no attach-
ments. He looked for Raji,
but he could not fiad her.
That night he entrained for
Jaffna and on arrival at the
Jaffua Station, he hired a taxi,
and still in his train-soiled
dress he arrived at the school
in which Raji taught, only to
be met by a set of women
with gloomy Faces.

When he asked for Raji,

one' of the ladies led him to
Raji’s room. Lyingon the bed .
was Raji. He rushed in, and
on feeling the body found it
cold and stiff. Oh the side
table was a bottle labelled
«Poison Acetic Aci?'® and be

neath the bottle a letter addres-
sed to Vijayan. He read the
the letier. ‘I cannot bear to
see you with another woman.
Before anything of the kind
happens it's best I end my
life. Yours Raji."”

Yes. Idle gossip had killed
another woman!

# £ £ &k

Dr. Jebanesan, Alumni,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

One of my favorite poems
has been Lord Teanyson's ‘‘In
Memoriam.’ particularly the
lines *‘the old order chaageth,
yielding place to the new aad
God fulfills bhimself in  many
ways.”” So be it with men ard
with institutions. These liaes of
Tennyson have an even deeper
meaning for us Tamils today
hecause the very foundations of
our sociely is being rocked and

challenged from within. There
was a time when there were
pillars  and  guideposts  that
appeared to be changeless and
timeless, but not anymore.
However, in the midst of all
this duubt and fear, there is
one institution that has pur-
tured the Tamil man and the

Tamil woman, given them direc-
tion dnd the crowa
lives - our schools,
particularly ene school, Jaffna
College. A school that owes
its origins te the North American
continsnt.

purpose,
vel of our

years and will bind us to the new
century that will dewn in
another 11years. You are relati-
vely young and, therefore, can
take our children into thiz new
century which we hope will be
kinder than the old.

W. Thambiah
you

Justice H.
one told me, *‘Champion,

Jaffaa college fellows always
stant out in any company be-
cause youn are not afraid to

speak your mind. This spirit of
independence and democracy Has
been the result of the American
tradition of freedom of speech
and thought. The art of public
speaking we perfected in the
school, and the elective prin-
ciple was applied to all student
positions. + From the school
council to the sports captains—
all were elected. Oceasionally
we were stuck with a nitwit
here and there but on the
whole it worked for betier
student government. Demaeracy
is not about important pesple
in important places: democracy
is about common people given
the opportunity and the free-
dom to be important.

It is said that Kwam= Nkru-
mah, the former President of
Ghana, was returning after
finishing his Masters at Linclon
University in Peomsylvania. As
his ship was leaving New York
harbour and passing the Statue
of Liberty, he raised his hand

and said, 1 will carry your
message of liberty to my
people.’

" In a real sense Jaffna Col-
lege has been the institution
that nurtured the independent

movements of the 20’ and the
30’s. The teachers were in the
best sense of the phrase, ‘‘dis-
turbers of the peace.” Handy
Perinpanayagam’s name  will
always be remebered as a man
who put his ideals before pro-
fit. He was a great inspiration
to generations of students.

When Dr. Jebaaesan was
appointed Principal, 1 wrote
him a letter abeut the incident
between one of the teachers
and the Rev. Bicknell. Tam told
for years, the Rev. Becknell obje-
cted to the holiday granted to
Joffna Cellege students and
staff during the annual C.S. I
Synod. One year, the Rev, Bick-
nell was elected chairman of the
Synod. At a staff meeting, the
temcher asked him, *Now that
you are the chairman and have
the power why don't you can-
cel the holiday?'’ The Rev. Bick-
nell replied it is one thing to
possess power, it is altegether
a different thing te use it."

Principal Jebanesan, I am
sure you will use your pewers
wisely. I have kauown your

parents, your brethers and yeur
sister, many of whom [ taught,

It is most fitting that a man
of your scholarship and your
¢lose connections to Jaffna
College should lead this insti-
tution at this time. 1 convey
to you my personal congratu-
lations and that of all of us
here tonight.

in their hoar of distress. Yeu
commitment must
remain immeasurable. Many of
you were there when Jaffna
Colleze was taken Over by the
goverument and lived to see it
being returned. It was returned
transaction

ceurage and

because 1t was &

tainted by guilt. A guilt that
would aet wash away. Talking
of takeovers, 1 am reminded

of the sad, humorous, but true

story of Bishop Lakdasa De
Mel and the Bandaranaike
government.

Ta the 1960"'s, the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka had to rede-
election pledge which

em an

was to declare by law certain
areas of Anuadhapura “the
sacred  city.”” Unfortunately,
the Anaglican Cathedral fell
within the boundaries of the
sacred city, The government

negotiated to pay for the build-
ing of 2 new cathedral. Finally,
after months of protracted talk,
the local minister reported to
Bishop De Mel. He said,
“My Lord, the government will
give usa million rupess in cash
and the rest in gilt edged
securities.”” The Bishop smiled
snd asked him, ‘‘Pray tell me
hew do they spell that word
‘guilt’?”? -

When 1 was leaving Jaffna
College in 1966, I weat fo the
Rev. Bunker’s office to wish him
goodbye. We started talking
and the conversation turned to
the future of Jaffua College
and the constant threat of a
takeover. At opme point 1 was
quite surprised when he leaned
over and said, “You know
Champicn, if the government
of Sri Lanka enters seri-

inte a seri
ous dizlogue with us about the
possibilities of a University in
the North and Jaffna College
is chesen for that purpese, I
will have no qualms about the
future of the institution.”” He
gaid he was oppesed te a mere
physical takeover bezause then
it would be 2 hollow shell.
One hundred fifty years of his-
tory must 20 with the institu-
tion if it was to go at all
Finally, his worst fears were
realized. They took the buildings
and he was mercifully spared -
the witaessing of the very
painful event. The tragedy is
that by 1974 ne dialogue was
possible.

1 have always resisted the
temptation to tell people what
they should or sheuld neot be
doing, When 1 visited Sri Lanka
in 1982, Dr. N. T. Sampanthan
formerly of Moolai Hospital
asked me, ‘‘Champion, what
advice do you have for us
Tamils?* I told him, *“Doctor
I have no right to be giving
you advice. I have taken my
family and left. The day 13
decide to come back or at least
gead my children back, then |
will exercise my right to tell
you what should or should not
be doing.”” Far too many of
us in the eomfort of eur homes
and our jobs, having seen to

( continued on page 7 )
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( continued from page 2 )

the safety of our children and
our families, wax elogquent about
what other people and their
children: onght to be doing.

Having said that, 1 Now-
Sver, want to share some gene-

ral thoughts with you. First
of all, T am glad that the
Board of Trustees has in the

recent past made it a practice
10 inyite the Principals of
Jaffna College and Uduvil to
be present at their annual or
- b;f-a,_nnual meetings. The missio-
nary mevement must eome of
l_l' somelime when it should
be appropriate for those who
were t};m_ulht__tp sit in darkness
to respond with a visiow of the
gospel as szen by new voices
- and new fazes. Those that sit
kness are not neeessarily
in Asia and Africa. On
conirary, a cerlain darkmess
~ ha .damdtd upoa the West
i &

: But if
2 Communist by the
are 23, youn are dsm-
" He also weat onto
r uyalutron that becomes
 itself and not ‘A means
- an end will always enslave
wil:c- very people on whose be-
hﬂf.m ﬁg‘rs up arms.” Tln'.
&uss

fevo 1, ﬂﬂd most rccmt]y.
:-the Tranian revolution, are clas-
'sm examples of this. Not one
of the Agﬂallah s Elosest associ-
ated when e was in exile in
Paris is with him now. They
have all been executed, impri-
somed, or fled the country.
Ani nowin China and in Rus-
sia, the common people wonder
why a few people in the party
have the good life while every-
body else goes without.

Dr. Jebanesan, our peoples
troubles have te end someday
maybe soon, but hew that day

will come and whea it will
ceme we do not kdow. But
when it does come will we be
ready? Will our children be
ready for peace?

When UNESCO was foun-
ded after the Second Warld

War, somebody included a poem
in its charter and I would like
1o quate the last verse of that
peem becauss | think it is very
appiopriate.
Since wars begin ia the
minds of men, it i in
the miads of men that
te ercct the
prace.

we have
ramparts of

WOMEN.,

) Vol. No. 149 7
SR (R b s e e P
seen ia the increasingly unpie-
dictable and whale behaviour

Women are a pain in the neck,

If you mmrry ome you'll be a wreck

They harass you all the duays of your life,
Till yeu wish you havea’t got a wife.

Women are a giddy lot

As touchy as touch - me - not,
you tell them “‘Someone ik siek i bed.”’

They’ Il soon be spreading

They lengthen,

“He 15 dead""
they darken and pluck their eyebrows

Till you think they look like cape cown!

They sheut on the roads.

If they stand in a bug

They jabber, mutter and make a big fuss.

They are forward and grumpy and severely rude,
You find that most women are orude;
They delight in picking out the faults of athers
Women themselves are careless mothers

Ashes to ashes,

dust to dust:

Show me a woman whom you can trust!
They’ll turn out your pockets and open your purse
Till you begin‘to swea~ and to curse.

Most wemen are more like beasts

Who onlv sit and wait for good feasts.

So never get married; a Bachelor be

‘Course then you'll be happy, wealthy and free!

=

INEGSCOTOBooD S
We pledge to you tonight
our loyalty and our affection.
You carcy with you our prayers
and our hopes for a better day
for our people and our school.
— SPEECH DELIVERED BY
DR. B. A. CHAMPION AT
THE JAFENA COLLEGE
ALUMNI ~ MEETING IN

TORONTO ON 3-6- 1989 =

l?nns_iment.ahsm on all
" sides.

The Salman Rushdie affair
refuses to die away. Recently.
Muslims from all over Britain
marched on Westminister to
urge the goverment te extend
the blasphemy laws to include
Islam in addition to Christianity.
This would eaable the banning
of the book ‘Satanic Verses’.
Close 1o Utiirty thousand, the
largest such gathering of Mus-
lims ever in this couniry par-
ticipated in what was on the
whole & peaceful protest. How
ever, it was massed 8t the end
by some factions setting light
to the book in question as well
as burning an effigy of the
author. Some of the younger
participants. ended up in a head
on  battle with the pelice as
well. All this in the vicinity
of the houses of Parliament.
British public
feit that this was yet further
evidence of medieval Islamic
fundamentslism, they were soon
reminded that inflexibility of
views applies to other faiths as
The Lord Chancellor-(the
flgure) wus
Church - the

In case the

well.
suprene  judicial
suspended hy his
Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland His crime? - he had
aftended the burial services for
twer of his colleagues - The pro-
blem arose hecause the buridls
were acoording (o (he Roman
Tatholic Mau The Free Pres-
i C'hurch,
autiook,

which s eal-
listhenic in considers
all Roman Catholic worship uas
idolatrous! Seme ecven epnsider
the Pope to he the 'Anti-Chri-

byteria

LEzs

st'. Members are forbidden from
attending Roman Catholic mass.

The Lord Chancellor, who isa

very mtelilgtnl and highly regar-
ded man,
Church. This
now resulted

Church with fourteen of the
thirty ministers breaking away.

The ‘Greeting of the West.’

Environmental issues have
come to dominate the thinking
of both the public and zevern-
ment of the west. Seientific
evidecnece has coavineed people
that unless steps are taken
immediately, mankind ag a whole

is going to suffer the consequen-
ces

of unbridled man made
pellution.

OF greatest consern is the
‘greenhouse effect’ which is a
gradoal warning of the earth.
This is due to two main rea-
sons. The ogzone layer in the
atmosphere which protects the
carth from the . sun's rays has
developed ‘gaps’ over both poles.
This has happened over the
last ten years and is due to the
release of CFC’s (ehlorfluro
carbens) into the atmosphere.
CFC’s are used to pressurise
contents in -aerosol cans and
refrigerators. It has been esti-
mated that if we were to stop
the use eof CFC’s altogether
today - it would still take anot-
her fifty years to restorc the
ozone layer.

The sccond main coniribu-
tion to the ‘gieenhouse effect’
is. the increased emission of
carbon di oxide into the atmos-
phere. The use of fossil fuels
like coal, il eté. in ever in-
cregsing amounts is the main
reason. At the same time the
trges which are responsible for
abtotbing the carbon dioxide
are being cut down in ‘evar
increasing numbers. Luarge tracts
of rain forest are bheing cut
down espesially in the Amazon
region und elsewhere ia the
developing world at an alarming
rate.

The comsequences of (the
‘greenhouse cifesl’ are already

‘bensfit, but theic grandchildren

resigned frem the
controversy has
in a split in the

few daysin Lon

3 consxdwzabl_e -

of the weather. The internati-
anal community is making atte-
mpte to co-prdinate efforts te
Put a brake on mankind's eo}-
lective

. suicide attempt. This
will include efforts at cutting
back on the use of fossil fuels

developing alternate sources of en
@rgy.energy conssrvation end very
important]y-reforestation. Deve-
loping nations will obviously
have 1o be assisted in these
efforis by the wealthier nations
especially’ since they are se
dependent at this stage on fos-
sil fuels. The environmental is-
sue i® a global ene and over-
rides all our regional problems
impartant though those my be,
Even jn the midst of other
problems, our people in the
North should make efforts to
see that the forest cover ismot
badly eroded. As attempts are
made to settle people, the temp-
tation to clear tracts of forest
area is immense, but somehaw
play its part espeeially in in-
creasing awareness of this pro-
blem and also by involving it-
sell in tree planting program- K
mes. This generation may mnet

certaml_y will.

Jaffaa Principals in London.

old girls and 0ld boys uf
Uduvil Girls’ Scheol and Jaffna
College were delrghtcd hy t]xg,
brief visit of the Princ ;
their alma maters to Lg
in May. Miss Chelvi smmh
and Dr. S. it‘aanm-n apcm P

:ttend a mutm___ 0

their siny in 'Imndaa'
gave both of ﬂmﬂ‘l
» meet old friet

schosls v
recently mspite of t :
Jing unrest in Jaffna

Jaffna College Alumni
ation in Britain is alr
established.

coincideaes thou
Selliah was in Lo

time when the i
Uduvil Girls' school are
posing the formation
urmlar body. Her

many of the Ul

certainly gave them.
sary encouragement
with these p]aﬂl It
rgsnng that amoAg | 2
alumni present wera ma 0
hoys!

The Rev. 1. J. l.ntnarxg'

A serviee of remenb nee.
and thanksgiving was held on
the first Anaiversary of the dea-
th of the Rev. Ratnarajah. The
service held on llth Jupe took
place at the residenoe of his
son Jebanandan Ralnarajah on
the outskirts of Lomdon, It
was attended by many relatives
and friends. The service was N
conducted by Brother Ehenezer
of the Emmanuel Tamil Fellow- 3 <
ship. He also preached the
message-in the process of whieh :
he highlighted the many remark- 4
able aspects of the Rev. Ratna- .
rajah’s life. Speeial items were .
rendored. The service was follo-

wed by lunch.
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THE 200TH, BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS OF DR. DANIEL POOR.

Not evorything around was dark and gloomy en Tucssiay.
the 27th of June, 1989, as political eveats in the country fore-
shadewed. The newly removated Cathedral Church at Vaddu-
koddai stoed majestically in the mornimg glow spruced up for
the eceasion with its eight cyclopean pillars and four massive
walls, now stretching the entire length, and the'near century old
partition brought down to give the church its original form
and dimension.

A group of little children dancing, te the accempaniment
of violin musie and gong, led the slergy . procession into the
_ church, through the aislc up to the aliar - entrance.

The eatire church buildiog, full to eapacity with ® bulge
of teenagers and adults in their twenties constituting more than
half the congregation was an image change of tremendous
significance in our contemporary church annals,

A feature of the Service Order was the provision to
lead in the Litany for lay - representatives from the
churehes of the Diocese and of other laymen to lead sections
for the respouse by the congregation.

The three Bible lessons were read by Mr, W. D. Kulathun~
gam, Miss C. V. Selliah and Rev. Christo Roberts.

; The Sermon: The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar, the Bishop of the
Diocese preached the Sermon. Basing his text on Romans,
shap: 16, verses 32 aad 33, the Bishop sail that the event we are
Celebrating reminds us of Karl Barth’s wellknown comment that
Eb_t biblical injunction *‘Honour thy futher and thy mother”
‘mpli_es a4 commitment on our part to honour the fathers and
'll_lﬂthcrl of the church. Dr. Daniel Poor came to Jaffna, 173
years ago and made Listory in our land by demarcating our
aul_s &S a church and more impertantly by giving the society he
demarcated a new complexion.

In his mission he followed the trail of stalwarts as William
Carey of the Modern Missionary Movement who opened a new
world to his students whom he gathered round him in ladia
by ﬁr?st taking geography lessons with them oo Vasco de Gama,
Captain Cbbk and Magallan and their pioneering discoveriss.
DI-_Damc] Poor followed Carey’s footsteps at the Batticotia
Seminary where, he opened a new world to the poor students
who came under his influence — a new world in Literature, Science,
Astronomy, Medieine and Technology.

p Dr. Daniel Poor was net only interested in knowledge
for knowledge sake but continued his labours in Juffns and
‘for 4 lime in Madurai with the sole object of eveatually *'mak-
?ag every knee bend' and every one take a share in spread-
ing the gospel to the uttermost parts of the world.

_ Today our mission in *he light of our missionary heritage
{s to continue the “‘struggle” which the old Missienaries waged
i bringing god’s “kiogdom® to this land. The prayer “Thy
Kingdom Come'* is & prayer which commits us to a revelutie-
nary change in the life of our community.

Through our history of 500 years in Sri Lanka (first under
Portuguese, then under the Ditch, then under British, then
under Independence) at no time the Bishop said, did the "Tamill
experience such devastation as during the last ten years.

: Our Struggle for Peace should net take on
colours of a distant visiea (Cogiro Ergo Sun
fore | am) but the colours of a more
Our existence ftself should constitute the st
of involvement.

merely the
7-1 think and there.
important commitment.
ruggle. The task is one

It was a British Seeiologist who 3aid ““The world has
cancer and the cancer is man’. The World Council of Churches
has expressed it in 8 more benign way by saying that man must be-
come an integral part of his community. The
today as & Christian Church
distant vision.

task before us
18 the struggle and not only a

The Communion Service followed. There were well over
500 persons who partook of the Hely Comimunien

.At the end of the Service, a group went
(8 miles) to place n wreath at the grave of Dr.
thf: mission cemetery at Tellippalai. Other pienecrs buried at
this hallewed spot are: Mrs. Daniel Poor and _r.m;. Ri;-h-“-d--!-
the only member of the “Haystack Five' to el
(The other member Samuel Mills died nt
West Africa). The Bishop conducted
Mission Cemetery, assisted

in a moetorcade
Daniel Poor at

reach a foreiga field.
iex on his way (o
a4 briefl Service at the

by Rev. Christo Roberts [

eter S35t ; ‘hristo Ro y Lthe Prasby-

ter of the Tellippalai Church. The members ol the Tellippalai

Church were at home te the LUENLE, ‘
‘The Entertainmen:’ programme was in charge of Dlduwvi]

Girle’ College, whose Orchestra group gave a performanes, hefore

the curlain went ap on a *‘papgeant’ S .

11 Tamil marked /
novelty and the dexterity with which each ‘acter’ r!ln\'ﬂ(il I‘IEI\I I'I:S
J vie

before the; footlights. Within the narrow compass of » stege and

a time frame of 45 minutes were cencentrated dimlogues, dances, and
even side - lights pertaining to missiomary endeavours in the 19th
ceotury including glimpyes iato Dr. Poor’s Ordination] at New-
bury Port and his journey on board the DRYAD in ]f‘Slb. T].w
cural sceme at “Myliddy® or Dr. Poor the pionecer Missionary 1
{he midst of a people swayed by feelings sometimes of awe and of
wonder, sometimes of hostility but all the time of eagerness to listen
te his divcourses in Tamil and what he (the white man) had te
3ay to them was well depicted.

Particularly eolourful and portrayed with a display of
intrinsic histriomic talent and an expertise (in costume manner and
depertment of a professional standard) was the sceme portraying
the search of the one sheep that was lost. The flutter of
the *‘search’’ was well breught out. Inquirers from the village
wish to know the guality and breed of the sheep lost, if it was
worth searching for. The reply of the anxious shepherd with his
furrowed brow, was tart *“ft is not a sheep of any high breed.
It is one of the erdinary kind,” (Dr. Poor was not merely a
scholar of repute. He was primarily an Evangelist).

All the other finer points in the “‘Pageant’ were well brought
out equally well by the children of the teen -age group. who
participated in it. It.is a ‘“‘performance” where symbolism
played a more important part than formal dialegue and on thi®
score, it threw on the participants amd those who trained them
an immense burden.

As was announced at the beginning it was a ‘*‘novel”
performance to which the Christian church in Jaffna has been im-
troduced as a means of Bvangelism at the pgrass root level.
The merit of the performance lies in the zuccess with which the
children were able to reflect the life and work of Dr. Poor not im
dialogue and song alone but more effectively in symbolism
clothed in native garb and ecasily assimilated by people of other
faiths and people of our own faith. “‘By iadirections find direc,
tions oul’’ is one of Shakespeare’s own favourite dramatic devices,

If theatre is the seed-bed of our culturs, then Dr. Mouna-
guru of the Jaffna University ( Fime Arts Department ) and the
teachers (many hands we know were indefatigably invelved in
this venture) of Uduvil Girls® College deserve our gratitude for
acquainting members of our'chureh with an understanding of an
importaat slement in our cuitural heritage - Tamil Drama in itS
many novel forms lo enrich the ‘life of the community.

THE PUBLIC MEETING.

The Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar presided
over the Public Meeting at 2-30 p.m. in the church, fellowing
a brief ceremony at 2-15 p. m. whea a corner sione was laid by
Mr. Bdward Marks, tepresenting the American Ambassador in
Sri Lanka, for a three - storey block for the Primary School of
Jafina College which would move, when the building is compl-
ete, to the main school campus from its present site in the
Cathedral premises.

The speakers atthe Public Meeting were: Mr. Edward Marks,

who brought the greetiags of the American Embasey in Sri Lanka,
the Rev. Dr. Dyanchand Carr who conveyed the greetings from
the Church of South of India, Dr. Preman Niles who represented
the World Council of Churches, and Prof. Kim Kyung - Jae, from
Seoul Korea who spoke on behalf of the Christian Confersnce of
Asia. Besides our guests, we had our own leaders of our eomm,
unity representing varied interests — Professoer Sivathamby, add-es.
sine the gathering on behalf of the general community, Dr. Porter
spc;king on behalf of the UCBWM and Dr. S. Jebanesan on bebalf
of laffna College and missionary education in Jaffas of whish
Dr. Poor was the fountain head.

A thought generally expressed by all speakers at the Public
Meeting overtly or by implicatien was that the very fact that we
have been able to celebrate this cvent amidst disturbing focal points
of imstability in the land constituted the finest testimony we ean
give to Dr. Daniel Poor and the pioneers

At the close of the mecting, the large gathering witnessed
a climactic tree planting ceremony in the church premises.  Taa and
short eats were served for all at 5.00 p. m.

The day‘s hectic programme ended at about 6 p. m. with
a ginat stand-by generator installed in the premises, lighting the way
home the people even along the main road, after an event in the
1. D..C.S.1. anals which revealed a dimension they had mot
witnessed before in the small and somnolent village of Vaddukoddai,
once the home of the BATTICOTTA SEMINARY of Dr. Danjel
Poor.
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