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Dedication of Navaly Parsonage. s

Pref KIM Speaking at the DANIEL POOR Function.

Among those who brought greetings at the Daniel Poor
200th Birth anniversary celebrations on the 27th of June 1989
was Professor Kyung — Jae Kim of the Han-Shin University,
- , Korea.

s fre & Jung Park, General Secretary of the Chris-
tian Conference of Asia and also from fellow Christians in
Korea. Prof. Kim said that his participation at this funmction was
a symbol of the unity of the Church throaghout the world.
Diversities of langaage, cultures and nationatitics really contri-
buted t5 the unity of the Church as one body. Prof. Kim
said that Jaffna was fortunate in receiving American missionar-
ies about 70 years earlier than tie arrival of American missionaries
in Korea. He said he was impressed by what he had read
of the breadth of vision, depth of commitment and the great
enccgy with which Dr. Poor and his colleagues established
Churches, the vast network of educational, medical and other
institutions in fulfilling their mission. Dr. Poor was a man of
vision and great dreams. He had the courage, patience and
sacrificial love which in really the meaning of being a disciple
of Christ. His life and work is truly an inspiration and chal-
lenge to this generation.

Mr. Balasubramaniam |3
A. G. A. Pooneryn
Speaking at the Ope-
ning of the C. 8. I.
Day Care Centre at
Pooneryn on 21- June
1989.

Christian €ol-

staff of Madras

Dr. S. P Appasamy‘

lege. Oa his retiremenl: he ser-
h ved the Christian Lue.ran.Jrc
d ;:ve[ Bgre; Pm!\mc:';dnwtﬂ: Society, Madras as its E‘.ngll;l:
L e e : itor for many years.
e ot February this yoar :ibdcl :?ma of his ydcath, he was
at his heme in Madras. Dr- Appa- the Editer of the reputed
amy, it will be remembered oo Weekly of Madras ——
was a Professor of English at Th: Coiueding:
the Jaffna College Undergradu- . -
ate Department during the early Dr. Appasamy during

fifties. He the stay iam Jaffna also served as

later joined

Kim said he was delighted to bring gree-

A large pathering of

the members of th

¢ Navaly Chureh

were present in the Church lawn at Navaly on Tuesday the
25th of July at 4.00 p.m. for the dedication function of the
new wing added to the Navaly

Parsonage itself.

bible lessen. At the
meeting when the
the Rev. A. Jeyakumaran
Rev. V. N. Tharmakulasingam
and Mr. C. Jeyaratnam

was remarkable that
the people at this time the

the Editer of the Morning Star
for a short period. His wife
Salojini was a sister of the
iate Prof. Chandran Devanesan.
We offer our condolences to
the bereaved family.

ROBERT AMPALAPILLAI
VAIRAMUTTU.

The death occurred of Mr,
R. A. Vairamattu at ‘Navajeeva-
nam, Paranthan, om Saturday,
the 8th July 1989. He is =
member of the Vairamuttu fsmi-
ly of Tellippalai. After his
wife’s death under tragic cir-
cumstances in January 1988 Mr.
Vairamuttu was declining in
health and he sought accom-
modation in the Pilgrim’s Rest
at Navajeevapam ino October
1988. He had spent the eight
months quite peacefully. It
was only a fortaight before
his death his only son flew
from Australia to leok him up.

The funeral took place the
next day, Sunday, the O9th at
10-30 a. m. in the presence of
all the residents in the Campus
and a few villagers in the
neighbourhood, The funeral
service was cenducted by the
Rev. S. Jeyanesan, C. S. [ Kili-
nochchi  assisted by the Rev.
P. J. Sooriyakumar, also of the
CS1l. Shelomnagar.

Mr. Vairamuttu’s two bro-
thers predeceased him, Mr. 8. V.
Vajramultu, (Teacher Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai & Union
College, Tellippalai) and Mr.
S. R. Vairamuttu (Postal Depart-
ment). He lezves behind his
only son, Suriyakumar, present-
ly in Australia, sister Mrs,
Sittampalam of “*Shantha Villa™
Tellippalai and Mr. C. P.
Vairamuttu, 7, Kensington Gar-
dens, Colombo-4.

Although Vairamutiu bre-
thers excelled in sports the
deceased, inspite of his arduous
duties as Station Master, Rail-
ways, had taken keen interest
in Self-defence Combat and had

The Bishop the Rt.
led the dedication serviee assisted by
kulasingam, Pastor of the Church. M
end of the
parishioners bade farewel] to the
and welcomed the pew Pastor

despite all the

Church members
make this generous contribution.

Parsonage and the Tenovated

Rev: D TI. Ambalavamar
the Rev. V. N. Tharma-
Mrs. C. Jeyaratnam read the
scrvice there was a public
former Pastor
the

Mr. W. N. Thevakadadcham

tpoke on behalf of the members of the
Chureh. Mr. Jeyaratnam also thanked al] th

Tously contributed more than Rs.
and construction ef the new wing

0se who had gene-
120,000 towards the renovation-
of the Church. He said i
hacdships being faced by
rallied round te

conducted classes in Colombo
and written a book on the
subject prefaced bv Sir Allan
Rose, Q.C. the then Chief
Justice of Ceylon.

In passing, the th-es-roomed
Pilgrim’s Rest at Navajeevanam
is fulfilling the purpose as
envisaged by its founder the
late Rev. A. C. Thambyrajah,
in that two elderly persons
within the 1 two years have
had their rest in the cottage
prior to entering into eternal
Test, .

; »

White House - Continued.

In making such translaiiens,
Maddox advises Bush to go to
Scripture. I would like some
sense that M:. Bush struggles
with the biblical mandates ab-
cut the poor and the huagry
and the widow and the orph-
an, that he struggies with the
concepts of war and peace,’?
Maddox said.

Skillen urges the P esident
to “learn te call on others
with whom he could pray, with
whom he could get enceucage-
ment.”” Dugan suggests that Bu-
sh place an evangelical at the
top level of his staff in the
White House. In addition, Du-
gan advises Bush to continue
with regular ehurch worship.
He said he was “‘alwavs dis-
appointed’* that Reagan did
not attend church.

Some evangelicals remain
skeptical about how Bush's fai-
th will be worked out but
evangelist Graham said he is
confident *‘it will have a great
influence.*’ Said Graham,
<'(Bush) desperately wants t‘c
see the moral values of this
country restored and implemen
ted, and when he says he
wants to see a kinder, gentler
natien, it means he wants to
reach out to the people who
fesl discriminated against and
the homeless and the poor.”
from ‘*CHRISTIANITY

TODAY.”
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“THE ECUMENICAL VISION OF THE
REV. DANIEL POOR AND COLLEAGUES”

The leading article on the abovVe subject in your issue ol
the 14th July, 1989 prompts me 10 add a few comments on
Ecumenism in our midst. It is true aad well known that there
Was a spirit of *‘ecumenism’® among the eurly missionaries, both
i the mission field as well on the home base
Tivalries of different deanominations to form missjionary soceties
of their own such as the Church Mitsionary Soziety (CM3), the
Baptist Missionary Society, the Weslyan Methodist Missionary
Society as against the more ecumenically founded Amercan Bouard
of Commissioners for Foreign Missioas (ABCFM) and the Lon-
don Missionary Society (LMS)— these two bodiss being res-
Donsible for the First General Assembly of the General Union
of the Usnitzd Churches of South India in 1905 which ultimately
led the way to the Church of South India in 1947

‘Three of the Societies mentioned above viz: the CMS, the
Wesiyan M:thodists and the American Ceylon Mission (a part
of the ABCFM) were active in Jaffna from the earlv 19th cen-
tury and their missionaries used to meet at a monthly prayer
meeting, These missionaries came from widely different tradi-
tions such us the pzmerican convpegationalists, the Aaglicans and
the Methodists from England. Sir Emerson Tennent in his book
“Chustianity in Ceylon” publithed in 1850 makes this comment
on the ecumenical spirit of the early missionaries in Jafroa:

*‘ln all essential particulars the process adopted by the
three missionary bodies in the province of Jaffna, the
Americans, the church of England and the Weslyan
Methodisis, has been the same in regard to their opo-
rations both as ministess and teachers. For thirty years, the-
se good men have assembled periodically in a ‘‘missionary
union’' to combioe the results of pust experience, and
decid= on  measures for the future. By this means the
system has becn almest one and the same. They have
altogther avoided, ip the eyes of the Tamils, the exhibi-
tiou of controversial rivalry, which to some extent has
impeded success of the missions amongst the Siahalese in
the South.*’

inspite ol the

However, in spite of this spirit of ccumenism it was not
VLh Sﬂiimg for the missionaries invelved, as referred te
Edward Strutt in his bogk -A M1s~mna1y Mos-
: lished fa 1913 iecords this:
her visited Ceylonin 1825. He was then

'ho]: af' Caloutia, and Ceylon w.s partof his immenss Diocess.
Some of the clergy who locked up to hm as their Ordinary
“had tlieir seruples about the -~*Moathly MNieeting' (referring to
the meetings of the missionary unien) Was it quite right that
episcopally ordained clergy should be fraternizing with Dissen-
ters? Theie was extempore prayer used, yes by clergy asd Dis-
senter alike; und even laymep were present and tosk their part
both in prayer and counsel. They submitted the matter to the
Bishop Heber for his ghostly adviee. The good Bishop did not
feel himsell  bound tv  advise absolute withdrawal of the
clergy £ o o these meetings: but he did feel bound to point out
some of ths grave seras utiending them. The episcopally erdai-
ned clesoy w re reainded that they were inheritors of special
apostolic grace aud therelore had special claims upon the atten-
uon of men. They must be careful lest in the eves of others
or 2v=:1 in their own eyes, they seemed to place themscives on
a level witn those whose call (o the ministyy had been  Iess
restilar, thoush their labours might be po less sineere. To guard
against this awful peril he Urged sirjct adherence to exteraal
ceremonies. and canonical observance. Whilst not entircly with-
drawing themselves fiom nonepiscopal missionaries, they were 1o
cultivate closer relations with episcopally ocdained (acmy) chap-
jains (who were not missionaries at ail) ...... to think that Lhe
tand which pemsned  the familiar often sing  should

lities we

S
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A Group at the Fellowship Tea at the pANIEL POOR Function.
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thus have

Christ laboured to crect barriers between Ffellow servants of
ATISL on the Mission field!’®
T isa wi :

hcf‘e fEa ViEw 1!15” [l‘lc‘f' .'m':l-lh‘l)" ;').'H}'CT I'I'.ICC]ITI_!TS cedsed

1 24 - - 151 "B
(: LI\’S' 07 lost enthusiasm afies the visit of Bishep Heber to
- s > 1541 1 i i

ylon. Church and Mission were divided in their attitudes 10
celumenism Fhis was the dilemma that the missionary  bodies

and churches

faced sves since the modern ecUmenicsl movement
took shape.

Even at the well known World Missionary

: { Cofife-
fenee of the Edinburgh 1910,

: a service of Holy Commuaion was
l“:; ::: ble Cooperate prayer was conducted very sparsely and
rs Han-'-“;“r.mia!th'c'l I)uxglmgv‘ spontaneously with all the delega-
o |];1-|e(l--cn[ ;l}f T'h.z: crmm-:rilwch-:n 1.rjcsporuu: to the
P ¢ at the conference ld there shall be a

nmittee to carry on the affairs of the Confe-
rence has been referced to as a great spiritually rewarding event
and experience ceumenically!  (Even the singing of the Doxology
together by representative Christian leaders was vonsidered such
a rare evenl then!.) This conference and the subsequent con-
ferenees very tactfully kept out of their discussions matters of
doctrine, Faith and Order and it was as laté as 1961 that the
International Missionary Counzil (IMC) and the World Council
of Churzhes merged into one Ecumenical movement. It has
always bzen traditional and safe for the established churches to
designate matters of popular Chiistias fellowships eeumenism,
courtesies and consultations to lay movements such as Bible
Societies, Missionary Unions or Christian Unions. ;

IZUO years of such formal nodding courtesies hy such
Societies and Unious have not taken us very far in this coun-
try in true ecumenism while the courageous action of the esta
blished Churches in South ladia led to a visible union taking
us closer to the ecumenical reality.

Those of us who participated in the Seminars, Bible
Studies and Seozial faonctions and celebrations of the Daniel Poor
Birth Bicentenary expericnced ecumenism in a relevant context
with the participation of Churches and Church representatives,
(mot just missionary societies or uniums,) from India, Kores, the
Christian Conference of Asia and the World Council of Chur-
ches, and the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches in Sri
Lanka. If not for the prevailing conditions the participation of
a4 wide: ecumenical family would have been possible from with-
in and without the country. This was in many ways a greal
tribute to the Ecumeu;..al “-]:liTlL of Daniel Pﬁar and Lﬁs collea

2g0.
pation of churches in the R T
and other consuliations, in the exchange of puipn:s of church
in inter ~ communion, in a wide range of worship. services even
including Roman Catholics, ia the use of each ether's church
buildings for Worship and weddings and in the use of burial
grounds and also in the free and spentaneous mingling of
Christians on many cceasions without 1oo much theught of their
own denominational roots. The Tamil churches abroad and out.
side Jallna in Sri Lanka are good examples of a spivit of ecumeni-
sm in the modern era, where members from widely dlff:rmg
chaech traditions meet [or worship and communion.
I am therefore not as pessimistic as your article portrays
thut the ecumenicalship in this country is in the doldiums.
Just as in the early missionary age when good and revered
missionaries and bishops differed very mueh in the demoustia-
tion of ecumenism, we are still bound to have such ecclesiasti-
cal problems which in many ways have been minimised. The
orasstoots christians seem to he more ecumenicaliy minded than
cver before. In the past. missionary eo-operatien led te a mote
mature ceumenism of the churches entering ‘nto  discussions on
Faith and Order. Only one of the five or six established chur-
ches in Ceylan negotiating for Choreh Union voted unanimously
for the Union. Unless we work for such unanimity within our
owr churches, there can be ao real ecumenism. The age of
missionary co-operation is over. It must lead to somelhing mﬂfc
r_mqih!:‘.‘-dﬂd permanent and our  formal fraternising efforts ""
Ch;isti:m or Missionary Unions and such Saamtlcs is no Substi-
tute for the frug unity of the Churches |hﬂ1 have come af age.
The larger vision of e ¢hurches in mesting the needs of the
OIOUMENE — the whole inhabited carth _ should mnot be wun-

necessarily  delaped by superficial farmalitiess The urgenty (ol

tiie tasks Before the ehurches in this forlarn :I;onntn' .sh@l'.ld
help us to revive our endeavoucs foo o mOTE visible unity.
RAJAN KADIRGAMAR.
Christian  Theological Seminary,

Chunnakam.
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