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Ven. Godwin Weerasuriya. The
:Rcv. Soma Perera, Chairman,
SLCK led the TIuntreductory
Prayer. The Bible lessons were
read by Mrs. Kamala Isaac,
Principal, Mowbray College,
Kaxdy,Mr. Shirley Fernando, Pro-
ject Officer, SLCK. and Mr.
J. Rajasingham, Treasurer,SLCK.
A wery significant part of the
service was the testimopies by
three former inmatesof K N H
supported Homes in the country.
Mir. Neil Armstrong farmerly of

Boys’ Industrial Home, Wella-

* Misy Janaki Arumugam
Bl

merly of Methadist
Badulla. Tha Rev. Daniel S.
Thiagarajah, Secretary, SLCK
led the imtercessions while the
Bishop of Colombo the R&.
Rey. J.J. Gnanapragasam said
the closiag prayer and benedic-
tion. The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar preached the sermon ba-
sing it on the text, Matt 5:15-16
“*Nor do men light a lamp and
put it under a bushel, but on &
stand and it gives light te all
in the house. Let your Light
so shine before men that they
may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who
is in heaven.’’

The KN H organisatien sel
out to let the light shine by
their good works of caring and
serving the tens of thousands of
orphans, destitute and deprived
children in many parts of the
third worid. Many Christians
and Churches the Bishop said
are prone to hide the [ight under
the bushel of a privatised.
pietistic religion not allowing it
to illumisate the worid with
its vast and complex problems.
The priest and the levits in the
parable of the Good Samaritan
were obviously geod scholars
of seripture and concernad with

what they considered to be
their primary rtesponsibilities in
the 'Temp'e worship and

in the Teaching of the Torah.

But they had allowed their Re-
ligion to bhe put under the
hushel 52 that they could not
perceive the challenge of the

the light has been hidden under
the buahel of a privatised re-
ligion. The work and witness
of the KNH represents the
Good Samaritan’s appreach te
the Christian faith taking up
the challenge of a situation and
working for a change,

The Bishop went en to brief-
ly narrate the story of the
KN.H: The Rev. Richard Lipp
a missienary of the Basel Mis-
sion in North Kerala started
With a programme of sponso-
ring five children te be sup-

o nd the K N H orga-
nisation was formally  inaugu-
rated in 1959. The Rev. Lipp by
then hasd become Bishep Lipp
of the CS 1 Diocese of Nerth
Kc_:ala (1958). He took early
retirement in 1967 and went
back to Germany to head the
KI\.I H for the next eight years
as its President. The programme
rapidly grew in South India,
North India, Pakistan, Bangla-
dcsh and Sri Lanka and to many
other countries in Asia, Africa
and South America. The Rilhop
reffered to the zeal and uatiring
efforts of the Rev. P. B. Raja-
singham who as the first Chair-
men of the Sri Lanka K N H
Courncil helped to introduce the
programme into this country.
The KNH today supports
mare than 110,000 children all
over the world and spends over
165 million Deutsch Marks &
year en this work. This it may
be observed is only a drep in
the scean when compared to
the plight of aearly 800 million

children living below the poverty
level all the world and
the 100 million children living
on the sireets of cities in third
Even a diop
on te say can
the work of

over

world countries.
the Bishop went
be significant in

God’s Kingdem. Our Lord said
the Kingdom of God is like
a man planting a small mis
tard  seed or woman putlingin
a little leaven in three measures-
ol flour. Growih and leavening,
are the quiet progress of the
work of God's Kingdem. What
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Nuffield School Exhibition-

The Nuffield School for the

Deaf and Blind at Kaithadi ar-

is impeortant is to accept the
challenge of the immediate situ-
ation. Our Lerd took bread
and blessed it. He took a cup
of wine and blessed it. We re-
fer to them as a sacrameat.
He also teek children and bles-
sed them. These children are
also sacraments of a new future
the sacramcnts of heps. That
iz the great privilege the Chureh
has in working for the welfare
of children who are orphans or

destitutes for whom the world

sees no hope.
There was a good represen-
the service

tative gathering at
and the S L € K must be grate-
ful to Mor. Shirley Fernando for
organising it se well. The parti-

cipants joined ina fellowship

lunsh.

SLCK Annual General
Meeting.

At the Annual General Meeting
of the Sri Lanka Council for
Kindernethilfe which was
held on the 10th of Movem-
ber, the Rt. Rev. J.J Gnana-
pragasam, the Bishep of Colombo
was elected the new Chairman
of the Council and the Rev,
A. Jeyakumaran a Presbyter of
the Jaffna Diocese of the CS1
a5 Secretary. Mr. J. Rajasingham
was re-glected Treasurer,

ranged an exhibitlon of the
work of the children and ol
the educational equipmest and
methods used by the School for
the teaching of the Deaf and
Blind from the 2nd to the 4th
of November. Visiters Were
very impressed by the beautiful
hand work produced by  the
children. These ramged from
flowers 1o needle work and em-
broidery; ceir work, lrom
broomsticks to brushes and Tugs:
of the Home Science

products
Department from _nk_es o a
variety of sweets, pickles, cer-

dials ete; Gacdea producs of

a varisty of losally grown
vepetables ete. The exhibition
indicated the great potential

that these handicapped children
possessed  The School w':s real-
eaqipping them to become
Lyol gﬁg s%lf rellant but also
capable of making a positive
contribution to the sociery of
which they area part. ;
The most striking impression
for a visitor was the cheer and
written on the

i at  was

‘{'gi:slh of the children. The
communily as a whole owes
much to Principal _chasmgh
David and the Staff iorih.e de-
dicated seryice they are rende-
rine  to  these less fortunate

among our peepie.
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Some more Selections from the R. E. B.

The New Testament.

ft was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Gali-
lee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. As he was coming
up out of the water, he 1aw the heavens brcuk; open and the
Spirit descend en him, like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: 'You are my beloved Sea; in you I take delight.’

At once the Spirit drove him out into the wilderness, and
thers he remained for forty days tempted by Satan. He was
among the wild beasts; and angels attended fo his needs.

Mark 1:9-13

Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother
to divide the family property with me.” He said to the man,
‘Who set me over you to judge or arbitrate?” Them to the
pseple he said ‘Bewarc! Be on your guard against greed of everY
kind, for even when someone has mare than enough, his posses-
sions do net give him life." And he told them this parable:
“There was & rich man whose land yielded a good harvest. He
debated with himself: “What am T to do? I have not the space
to store my produce. This is what I will do,” said he: “‘I will
pull down my barns and build them bigger. 1 will collect in
them all my grain and other geeds, and I will say to myselfs
‘You have plentv of good things laid by, enough for many
years to come: take life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.*'
But God said to him, ““You fool, this very night you must
sucrender your life; and the money you have made, whe will
get it now?” That is how it is with the man who piles up
treasure for himself aad remains a pauper in the sight of God.*

Luke 12 :13 —21

The day of Pentecost had come, and they were all together
in one place. Suddenly there came from the sky what sounded
like a streng, driving wind, a noise which filled the wkole house
where they were sitiing. And there appeared to them flames like
tongues of fire distributed among them and coming to rest on
each one. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to mlk in other tongyes, as the Spirit gave them power of
utterdance.

' Acts of the Apostles 2:1-4

- :ﬂ_@ﬁt dwells in you; and ‘anyonc whe does not possess
‘the Spirit of Christ does net belong to Christ. But if Chris,
iS in you, then although the body is dead because of sin, yet
the Spirit is your life because you have been justified. More-
over, if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, then the God who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give new life to your mortal bodies through his
iadwelling Spirit. ;

It follows, my friends, that our old nature has no c¢laim on
us;we are not obliged to live in that way. If you do so, you must dje
But if by the Spirit you put to death the base pursuits of the
body, then you will live.

Romans 8 :9-13

~ When in times past God spoke to our forefathers, he spoke
In many and varied ways through the prophets. But in this the
final age he has spoken to us in his Son, whom he has
appointed heir of all things: and threugh him he created the
Uaiverse. He Is the radiance of God’s glery, the stamp of God’s
very being, and he sustains the universe by his word of power.
When he had brought about purification from sins, he took his
scat at the right hand of God’s Majesty on high, raised as far

above the angels as the title he has inherited is superior to
theirs.

Te which of the angels did God ever say, 'You are me
son; today I have becomes your father,” or apain, ‘I shall be

his father, and he will be my son’?
Hebrews 1:1 - 5.

THE APOCRYPHA.

A scholar’s wisdom comes of ample leisure
to be wise he must be relieved of other tasks.
How can eone become wise who follows the plough,
whose pride is in wielding the goad,
who is absorbed in the task of driving oxen,
whese talk is all about cattle?
He concenirates on ploughing his furrows,

and toils tate lo give the heifers their [odder.
So it is with every craftsman and designer
warking beth day and night.

Such are those who make cngravings
and patiently vary the design:
they concenivate on making an

on signets

exact likeness

and stay op to all hours (o finish their task.

Ecclesiasticus 38 : 24 - 27

But vou do not live like that. You live by the spirit, since

Who could have belisved what we heard? v
Te whom has the power of the LORD besn revealed?

He grew up before the LORD like a young plaat

whase roots are

he had no beauly, me majesty

in parched ground;
to catch our eyes,

no grace to attract us to him.

He was despised, shunned by

all,

pain - racked and afflicied by disease:

we despised him, we held him of

go accouat,

an object from which people turn away their eyes.

Yet it was our afflictions he was bearing, our pain he endured ,
while we thought of him as smitten by

God, struck down by disease and misery.
But he was pierced for our transgressions,

crushed for our iniquities;

the chastisement he bore restored us to health

and by his wounds we are

healed.

We had all strayed like sheep, each of us geing

his own way, but the LORD laid oa him the

¢ b Ppe ¥
DO YOU LOVE ME?

( centinued from 10-11-89 issue )

God does not meed heroes
with a sword, nor diplomats to
carry out the redemption of the
world, but PEOPLE WHO LO-
VE HIM ...

This world can be so com-
plicated-in our homes, our place
of work, and in public affairs.
Yet in all these situations we
are called to be His witnesses

Coming to our New Testa-
ment Lesson, it is therefore not
surprising that hilltop where
Jesus experienced the greatest
hour in His earthly ministry,
the desire arose in Simon’s mi-
nd: ‘let' us remain here, build
three dwelling places, and stay
up on this hill-why should we
go back inte the complicated
world?* He wanted to start the
first mounastery on that hilltop.

Two of the Gospels expressly
record that he didn’t know what
he said when he made this
proposul. Jesus wanted him to
go back into this complicated
world and be His wilness-the
wltness of grace and redemp-
tion.

The trial took its course;:
Jesus was convicted to death,
was crucified and buried. But
this was nof the end. Simon
remembered, now, for the first
time what Jesus had said about
thess happenings: ‘that He
HAD to be convicted, that He
HAD to go through death and
grave; ‘but that He had alse
said: ‘On the third day-when
the batle is fought 1 WILL
BE WITH YOU AGAIN.’

After the eventa in history
that Wappened on that hillside
near Jerusalem, the message of
Tesurrection is a joy and anew
chance for all those who acge-
pt the redemption of Jesus
Christ. Yet it is bad news in-
deed for those who think they

can continue ignoring the recon-
ciliation of God.

guilt of us all.
Isaiah 53 :1-6

Do B e T

Simon must certainly have
been pondering in his heart and
mind: shall I meet my Master
once again; will He speak to me
once more?! Does He kmow that
some-thing great has happemed
within me since my denial?
Does He know that[ love Him
so much? Yes, | believe He
knows everything. la the mean-
time we will do what we have
done many times before. So he
proposed to his co-disciples:
‘Let’s go fishing.

Early next morning Jesus stoed
on the shore, befere they re-
turned from their fishing. Jesus
had not changed His mind, He
is faithful to His ch He
4_ﬂ'l.n‘t_'ﬁ:-. Simoa wh.

"c,. g
Him

one who was deyout and went
with Him, and whom He cou-
1d take with Him to that moumt
of transfiguration. He wanted
the one who came walking on
the water in Faith when Jesus
called him. He had not forgot-
ten Simon.

Jesus need not exchange peo-
ple, because He can change
these who are with Him, mak-
ing them new, threugh His de-
ath on the cross. He can re-
form this Patres, this hard ro-
ck, inte n loving Apostle. The
way for thisis new open: since
this man's sins-aad ALL sios
ars reconeiled.

The Lord speke to him eunce
more: ‘Do you love Me? Peter
in reply said: ‘Lord, you know
everything, You KNOW that
1love you." This was a verbal
confession which Peter made in
full, day by day from thas day
onwards. Peter knew new the
source of love which poured
into his life contiauously through
Jesus Christ crucified; the love
he needs, as His messenger of
grace and fergiveness,

It is my prayer for us all
that we may be endowed during
this time of trials and tribula-
tions, with His grace and love
for which He has paid the
price.

Colombo Church J. D. C. S. L.

We have now *a Church of
our own ' at No. 17 Franeces
Road, Wellawatte. By God's

great mercy and grace, the new
Church was built in 6—& months
and was dedicated to the Glory
of God on 30th May, 1987. The
Stage 11—Perish Hall & Parson-

age —as a Two stereyed block
was planned to be erected
behind the Church, fer which
the Municipal approval was
also obtained. Im the meantime
the meed for more space was
felt to carry out multi—faced
( continued on page 6 )
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Nehru's legacy

THIS IS the year of Jawahar
lal Nehru's birth Centenary
celebrations. If Gandhi was‘thc
father eof the Indian Nation,
Nehru was the arehitect of indian
Polity. Se it is right that all
over the couatry therc are cele
brations sponsored by beth the
Government aand by NGO’s. Tt
is usual to speak ef Nehru’s
legacy as threefeld—Democracy
Seeularism and secialism. Cer-
tainly, the fisst two have put

dewn some roots In the couatry.
It is mot uswal fer me to be

invited to a government- spen
sored national confercnce. Per
haps because of my being Hon.
Director of the Kerala Univer
sity’s Christian 8tudy Centre and

my new acquaintance with the
Director and some sfaff mem

bers of the Institute of Maaage
ment io Government in Trivaa
drum, lgot an invitation te
the national eonference orgami
sed by the Mapagement Institute
and sponsered by the Implemen
tation Committee (Cabinet secre-
tariat) for the cemmemoration
of Nehru Centsnary, it took
place in the third week of
April.

The subject, Minorites and
Secularism was intercsting in
itself. There were academic
Peaple drawn from the majority
and minority communiiies, as
well as TAS people from different
States with experience of working
in regions with predominance of
Christians (North East India) or
Muslims (North india) and also
thoss who had dealt with com
.muna'j! _r__';gl.'s.

Besides the inanguration of
the Conference by Vice- president
Shankar Dayal Sharma, EMS
Namboothiripad and K, Karuna-
karan were on the same plat
form to stact the debate. EMS
highlighted the need to thwart
the Hindu communal movement
ceing organised  around Ram
Janma Bhoomi. He poiated out
that the idea of RSS-VHP- BIP
leadership was to propagale the
idea of reconverting iato Hindu

temples those Masques which
were originaly Hindu and te
conceatrate oa threc of them.
the ones at Ayodhya, Mathura
aad Varsnasi- as symbolic. He
added.

Choosing November 9 next
as the dite to |aunch the strie-
gle. they have desided on tl'?:
form of stiuggle. The Hindus
on their own, respesting neither
the execulive authorities of the
governmenl nor any  judicial
authority will start eonstructing
the Lcmpic. AS a prt:_narauo';]
for this, they have given the

call for collecting one brick
ilram every village in India’. |t
is. obvieus (hut the campaign
will iaflame the passions of
Hindus all ever 1he cauntry,

and have its

: repercussions on
the Muslims.

. Karunakaran, of course, re-
jected EMS’s proposal as com-

ing from a Political Motive
and thus politicised ir,
V. R. Krishna Iyer followed

with his presentation on ‘Secyla-
rism and the Law, Buth he and
I K. QOommen later mude a strong

piea for State intervention with
respect to lepislating for equa-
ity for women with men in
personal end sociel laws, dis-
sociating the issue from  issues

of Secularism

relating to minerity religiows
pommunities. Regarding Minori-

ties, TK pleaded for the climi=
nation of religieus diserimi-

ation in reservations fer schedu-
led castes. More controversial
was his advocacy that the sons-
titutienal protection to mino-
rity religious groups sheuld not
be extemded to them ia regiond
where they arc a majority e.5-
Muslims in Kashmir, Sikhs in
Punjab, Christisns in Nagaland’
or where they are a dominant
minority e.g. Syrian Christians
In Kerala.®

Mirza Anser Baig, formerly
of the Minerities Commission
spoke of the self-defensive Mus-
lim psyche created by Hindu
Majority threat to them.

‘To a Muslim in post-inde-
peadent India, life has beceme
a sheer siruggle fer survival
and existenss. It is a biolegical
wrge, an instinct of nature,
that when life is threatsned it
asgumes defensive postures...A
Muslim does no more than
this to protect his life.

I thought she was rather pes-
simistic abowt Muslims getting
a fair deal in India today with
Hindu communalism aggressive-
ly on the offensive, And he
did not say what Muslims them-=
selves should do to overcome
their self defensive communa-
lism.

Murkot Ramunny, with his
long experience as an adminis-
trator in Nagaland, presented a
valuable paper om ‘Nehru and
Tribal Development.

I presented wmy paper on

*Nehru's Secularism’ and I
thought there was a geod deal

of support to my thesis that
Democratic Secularism sould not
be sustained in India without
its reinforcement by forces of
religious renaissance. | found
the idea included in the sum-
ming-up statement. My conclu-
ding paragraphs went as follows.
Nehru linked secular toleration
to the spirit of Aaoka’s Rock
Edict on celigions teleration.
For the recedification of Hindu
Law in the direstion of egali-
tarianism, he depended a great
deal on the climate produced
by the movements of Hindu
religious reform; and towards
the end Nehru was seeking a
spirituality 1o fill the wvasuum
of  secular industrial culture.
It means that Nehru saw reli-
gion not only as commuonalism
endangering  secular national
politics, and not only as a pri-
vate  pevsonal  matter  whieh
15 [0 be tolerated, bhut als
i its renascent form, ats :;t:
ing a puablic funetion of pro-

ducing cultural apg spiritual
reinforcement to secu'ar  demo-
cratic politics of social Justice.
It is argued, | think rightly,
that it is the gZeneral .';W'-'ll'c"
ness of the spiritual VARCuum
of modern indusiria] Civiliza-
tien that hus produced the
universal backlazh of funda-
mentalism and communal reviva-
lism of religion. and that the
only answer Lo it s religioua

Tenaissance.
M. M. Thomas,

Bala And Mano Gunasegaram

Sermon Preached By The
Bishop of Celombo
The Rt, Revd,
J. 1. Gnanapragasam
on- 1 Noy - 1989
At The Thanksgiving Scrvice
Gen: V:24
‘‘And Enoch Walked with God*

We are gathered togeiher this
cvening to give thanks unie God
for his servanis Bala and Mano,
lor their lives and lheir work.
In a prayer (haw we say wilh
the dying and departed, we say:
We gilve them Dback Lo thes,
God, who gavest them (o us.
As Thou diast not lose them

1o giving, s0 we do not lose
them by their returm. “‘And it
13 10 that spirit thai we are

gathercd here this sveming-1e give
thanks to Almighty God for two
precious Souls given to us lor
a sedson and who have gone
back to their master. It is ra-
ther appropiidte that we have
gathered tegether on this day-A|l
dSainls day-to remder thanks to
God for these [wo Saiats ef
God.

In the Book of Genesis, there
is mention ©of 4 man named
Enoch *“*who walked with God™.
Bala and Manoe were two who
walked band m hand with Ged-
apnd this 15 the chief characte-
ristic of the Sainis of God. The
Saints of God were not exira-
ordinary peopls; but they were
erdinary people who lived their

lives satraordinarily well. This
is certainly true of Bala and
Maao - twe ordinary peopla

who lived and worked extraordi-
narily well. The Saiats of God
were men and womem of com-
mitment who gave themselves
without reservatien to their God
and Master.

To live responsibly in our day
today is ome of the hardest thin-
£3, bccause moral issues are so
Vague and indistinet. In today’s
society, it is often easier to con-
form than to resist: it is more
comfortable to compromise than
to disagrec. But as the Saints of
God, as ordinary people who
are ealled to be Saiuts we have
to live by the principles that
are cternal and never change,
And Bala and Mano were two
Saints of Ged who lived by the
principles set out in His Hely
Word; who refused to conform
to the practices of the age; who
lived by their Christian convic-
tions and principles.

If there is one lesson that
Bala and Mano can teach us,
it 13 that a eloser walk with

Ged is today’s antidete for our
problems and diffieulties. Almost
every letter that Bala wrote to me
he would mention a verse from
Holy Seripture, beeause hix mind
was steeped in Holy Scripture. It
was his food and nourishment.
My wifz and | spent a day er two
in the Head Master's Residence
when we went up for the Induc.
tion Service and we noticed that
both of them fed on God’s Word
together. In his fisst letter that
he wrote to me after going up

to Gurutalawa with Mano in
early December 1987, he ends
up by quoting 3 St. Johm 1:Z

and ending with the words *Yours
in His love'. 1 checked up at
omce and the verse reads as
follows:- *I pray that all may
go well with you and that you
may be in health’. He was @on
cerned about me all the time.

Bala Gumasegaram Wwas a
UNESCO National Consulsant,
and he had been offered a2 post
abroad when 1 met him and as-
ked him to sonsider the office
of the Head Master at Guruta-
lawa. Since his calling Was his
first priority, he said to me that

he would take it te the Lord
in prayer and give mle an a@s-
wer the next day. He came

back the mext day to say that
he was willing to consider the
offer and meet with the Board.
He would have Bbean offered
three to four times more than
what the Board could offer
him, but it was his Christian
calling that come first and not
monetary gain. In Holy Scrip-
ture we have the example of
the young man who came with

i uestion on his soul,
:’\’E:tmlrgﬁstql do te inherit eter-
nal life?” Aad when COur Blcf:f
sed Lord put his [inger on his
trouble and said, Gest rid of
wealth and come follow

Qur
inc, he leaves our Lord very
sorrowful. He was attached te

is wealth and could mnot be
getached from it- Bala and
Mano were two souls who were
atiached to our Lord and, there
fore, to say ‘No’ to what the
world considers a good future
was very easy. And today we
are gathered here to thank Ged
for two committed, dedicated
lives whom God gave us. And
to families that nurtured these
two lives frem infancy 1o mag-
hood and womanhood alio wc
say, Thank You'.

Because Bala znd Mano were
deeply committed, people snd they
walked with God, they were
people with a Mission. Duty is
ene of the great werds im our
language. And yet, read through
) of men and nation

who went ]
conceptions of duty. ‘What waz

Livingstone’ duty, when sick in
body, alone and wifeless, he
found himself in the thick of
the African forest. The coast
with its promise of rclease and
relief was available to him: but
Livingstone stuck it out, for he
thought of the Multitudes in
Africa whe had not heard the
Gespel, and to whom he must
tell. Livingstoae was a man
with a mission, becauss of his
decp cemmitment to the Master-
1 think of Bala and Mano in
exactly the same way. Focthem
St. Thomas® College, Gurutala-
wa, was the field in which they
had beem placed by God who
called them. And at Gurutalawa
they remained till the end. What
is more - that Bala looked on
the College as his mission field
is seem in the fact that he was
not content to sit in the Head
Master’s seat and the Head
Master’s Office dslegating Vari-
ous taskste others. Nay, rather
he did delegate his powers, but
he kept his fiogers on every
single aspect eof the life of the
College. For as you and 1 know,
Gururalawa is more than a mere
College. It is a cammunity aof
people tucked away in a distant
outpost, :
And sy T Bala, the office
she staff, the siudents and the
dormitories, the farm, the bgk-
ery, the co-op stores, theswim-
ming pool, the pump, the elec
tric wires, the feaces, the large
trees, the garden-all those came
(to be continued)
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