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A Revered Minister Remembered Sami pulae, Librs &g~ Andrew’s Day at
o niversar p=s -
B On his 50th Death Al.1 y s . Mankulam.
The Rev. S. R. Hitchcock Samipulm is a village half
% way hEl\\'cCﬂ Paranth{m and
a7 e 1865 - Died 5 Dec. 1939) W The St. Andrew’s CSI Church
( onakary on the Paranthan- ~.nie 2t Mankulam observed ’

. . . Poonakary Road, It is 9 miles
The members of the [fami- Bishop said to remember a from paranthan. The Diocese of Novernbor withe e

Iy of the late Rey. Shanmu- challenge given by the late purchased a land there recent- prgtions, beginniag e
gam Ramalingam Hitchcock and l.)r' D. T. Niles at & conven- ly wand a Day Care Centre Cummun.ion Service ¥:]th Hi‘:il}’
Mrs. Hitcheock of Chavakacn~ tion in the Ashram about 30 has been started. It was  Guest was the Rev- D ERC:M
¢heri arranged a Thanksgiving Yyears agoe. The great fault of formally inaugurated on Tues- palavanar, Dean at' Lh c 9
Sarvice oa the occasion the prodigal som, Dr. Niles 92y the 28th of November at |jaq The;ﬂo 1os] Si’:, Hyise
of the Rev. Hitchcock’s 50ih said was that he lived on his 230 p m. with a prayer of  yuctiute forgLa)r Peg Tmﬁ '&
Death Anniversary on Tuesday capital inevitably leading on Ocdication by the Bishop the  papam The Revs Jib-_ un-
¢(he 5th of Dicember at 3.00 to bankruptey. As “members Ri. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar. pac phojsted the St':f;l“%-
D.m at the Chavakachelleri Of Chistian familics, we have The Rev. S.Jeyanesan, Mini- flag and celebrated the Holy
Church. The Rev. V. "R'ajku!har much ‘*‘spiritual capital® stor- Uer in Charge of the Kili- Commianith. sl .b '-thz
pastor” of the Church led the ¢d up for us by the faith, nochchi District  work —wel- gigiper o’f the C{au'r'éz the
Service assisted By the Revd. life and service of our apces- O0med the gathering. Among Rey. p'g Thiagarajah The
G. D. Anandatsjan, a great fors said Dr. Niles. We would those present was Mr. Bala-  orpon g preached h;( .t.ié
grandson and the Rev. Sathi- be behaving like the prodigal subramaniam, A. G. A. POO-  Rey. Ampalavanar and there
an Kadirgamar, a grandson. !f we begin to live merely nakary. About 300  pedple  ywup 5 pagked conge ;
The dessons were pead by on that spiritual capital with- from the village participated  ap0u: 400 people
N A isiaee | OutYin' our oWwn. gineration & the function. The Rural  ghin Lunch follew
nar a grand-daughter and Mp. manifesting the same faith, Develapment officer and the  yice At the T
Kirupa Thambirajah  another life and serviee. Grama Sevaka of the ar@  cgemony, mango,
grandson— Mr. 'S. 8. Selvaurai The Chavakachcheri Church Sl lh‘nnkmg_ Eh Diog
Rﬁh‘ﬁd i”ﬁnc:p;l of American  choir, the family choeir. and . iy r(." sFarllng g vemufe
Cﬁllegﬁ. Udupldd\' paid Mri. Jeeva B iy st in their wvillage. A Fellowship

‘the hfe amd ducd bpl.{:'a] songs. Thg Buhop I

. Andrew’s Day on the 30th

T : R s A o
. : 1y--s age at the
s m&manﬁ nf their mlmstry at the service. t?meuc (,);‘tw:,a?h and ‘ﬂ;t :

Udupiddy for over ten yedrs. The members of the family [rOm active service in 1931 : ; L,
Mr. Selvadurai rt=ferred to the have siarted a memorial fund though he continpued to do C‘-‘-lﬂl'-e- Most of lhs clergy 0

tenacious faith in, his Lord, Mrs. S. R. Hitchcock to be kachcheri cespectively, till he south n!f Elsphau Pass 'n_nd

his deep commitmeat to the pejd by the Diocese as a berame infirm two years ago. other friends and wellwishers al-
ministry, bis love and CONCErn o g of the Chavakachcheri Mr. Hitchcock was o student SO participated in  the celebra-
for his parishiomers aad his Chunedh in Dr Samucl Hewland’s  tions.

humble and exemplary Chuisti- : Theological Class at Jaffna

: A fellowship Tea followed College and havin woiked - =
. He had ne- g g e
::m(:l:;;cte;hic; l;i ;i.ﬁc to at the Parish Hall when Mr. as a Preacher was ordained Puhyangknlam.
: i d S, Seltathuray J. B., of Kodi- to the ministcy in 19()6- Amoag Ly ; s :
care and serve the poor an the places he worked at are Tne Jaffna Diocese of the

kamam sang a special compo-
sition in appreciation of the
life and ministry of the Hitch-

those in mneed. There would
be many who would grate-
fully acknow'ledgc thm:' debt bk 10 as Sgenionally ons : .
to the Rev. Hitchcock's help "o % 0 of the eight  Mr- Hitchcock was noted yangkulam fo start a Church
and guidance. childrenor the late Riv. Hitfh- for the homely lsnguage of Centreé A temporary siructure
The Rt. Rev. D.J. Ambala- .o ceven of them are his sermons, adeep and unsha- adequate  to  house a Day
vanar - preached  the ‘sermon (i’ i ve Mrs. C. C.Kanae KoRfuith inGod's promises, a Chrs Setic was compleied
based on the ftext “‘As fer pathipillai, the Rey. L. N. large hearted and  impulsive ge- recently and the Centre was
me 1 will behold thy face Hitchr:uck, Mis. 1. W. A. Kadir- nerosity to colleagues and subor- opened by the Rf. Rev. D.
in righteousness, 1 shall be . ., Mr's,l. P. Thurairatnams dinates and fiery evangelistic J. Ambalivanar on Tuesday
satisfied, when L awake with i{“ ’S K. Rajaratnam, Mrs. zeal. There have been greater the 28th of November at
thy likeness’? Ps. 17:15. The L o 'T‘h;mhmjah and Mr. Scholars in the ministry of the 10.00 a. m. The placs was
Bishop said, for these who belic- , o oy oncke. His  eldest American Mission and t_hc Joe cqlourfully Qwurated and des-
ve in the life after death a5 . nro B T, Hitchoock died S.1. U.C. abler administrators Pite the rains n large num-
a life ia the presence of God. (. veurs ago. and more powerful preachers. ber from the wvillige partici-
it e on ot esomes &y T e D B e e b, e
(r it ug for Gods ristian i « Rev. P. R. ; -
gl;::::;zc_"m ilite queted the this issue an “PPFCCiatiOn of ministry in Jaffna within livi- goolan, Mini_st:r in' Charge
words of John Donne. ‘*Since ‘_h"—‘ late Rew. Huchgock pub- ng memosy more laveable and of the Vavuniya Distm:t work
o T I i i R o
: 3 a0 : & € mie ave been . ’ .
:;Ogam\:shtf:)er e\::r:]no::el c::;.l,; dth Il)w:mhcr 1939 soon af- equalled, but hardly ever sur- ma Sevaka of Pu]ly:ugku_lum
be made thy music, as | come ter his death. passed, He ’vwll be remembered Nerth and Mr. N.. Yoga_rl-_]ah’
| tupe the imstrument here at e . with affection by all his col- Grama Sevaka of Puilyﬁth;
Eo cdeots’ and SR Shoet Ihe Late Rev: S, R. Hitcheock. [caguc.: yutlggt a:: clld‘b- It 1; :.1;1::,;:rSSou‘t\Phowcr::‘i;J;g e
= . - LE] a MLy a o
do then think ]W.rc _bc‘lmé' The death ozcurred on Tues- autoLir)}g‘raphy is :\ol ]:DIll’im()ﬂ comed the step taken by the
As members c"I. the |(II“J!Y- day the Sth instant of the Rev.  in our country otherwise the Diocese and assured the sup-
relations  and irlCIld-i.lL_"I'Hu’- S. R. Hitchcock, retired Pas- Rev. S. R. Hitchcock’s long port of the public for =
fully remembered the life and tor of the Jaffma Council of and crowded expericnce would  service programme which is
ministry of 1he "“F“"”“]‘--" the South India United Chur- haye proved invaluable to the aimed to help the peor In
it would be appropnate the ¢y Mr. Hitchcock was seven- Jaffna Church. the area.

Usan, Chavakachcheri (twice), C.S. I recently purchased a
Atchuvely, Udupiddy (twice), three .acres plot of land alo-
Velanai and Navaly. ng the Kandy Road at Pali-
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Father Celestine Fernand

o’s legacy - The 5.C.M-

of Ceylon (Sri Lanka).

Of all that Father Celestine
bad been and dong, to me ha
was always the father-figure of
the Student Christian Moyement
duripg its most impressionable

# in this country and ioter-
mm. The prefix Father fit-
ted him best, even to us who
do uot use that prefix for our
pastors. I came to know him
first as the honorary general
secretary of the Ceylon S.C.M:
exactly forty ysars ago, when
I attended my first S.C. M
conference in this country at
the Training Colony. Peradeniya.
There was much preparation for
this conference and much cor-
respendence between us as |
was the student delegate for
the General Coupcil of the
S. C. M. There were more Lhan
200 participants at the conle-
Tence. In later years many @
Christian leader referred to
that conference with much grati-
tude. There was some justifi-
eation for it, It wasthe lcader-
ship that Father Celestine was
able to command for the con-
ference and the tremendous
planning of every detail. Fath-r
Celestine was just 35 years old.
D. T. Niles was present right
through the conference and
conductedithe daily Bible Studies.
It was an unforgettable experi-
ence. There were others like
Basil Jackson, Robert WNelson,
C- 1. Eliezer, Bryan de Kretser,
Lakshmap Percra (later the chair-
man of the World Christian
Youth Conference at Kottavam),
Basil Pullenayagam, J.G. Arasa-
ratnam, Harry Jayasinghe, Ger-
ald Cooray, Edwin Jeyaraj
Shelton de Silva and Ivor de
Silva. Marwell d- Alwls, later
the very energelic wud dynamic
full time Secretary of the Ceylon
SCM. wasa siudent delegate
from Wesley College. It is a
pity that Marwell died young!
But where was Father Celestine
at the conference? We were
told with regret that he had
fallen ill! Howevsr, he took
residence in the campus and
sent word to us to meet him
in small groups. He could not
even attend a single session of
the cenference. But how much
he achieved by that personal
mesting is now incalculable in
terms of Christian care and con-
czrn, Iis pastoral care never
cver faded to the very end. Iy
correspondence or news of each
other lapsed it was he whe
always initiated the COrres pon-
d:pce, He wroteto me on my
retiremeat a year agr. A fe\-\:
wc;ks before his death he in-
quired whether | received that
1.6“”. and how 1 was progres-
sing 10 the Seminary and wan-
ted me to centact Bishop Kulan-
dra_n to obtain an English transa-
lation of the ‘History of

| i the
lamil Bible. Father Celestine’s
IMLerest  in  us never ceased.

His parish extended beyond ihe
confines of his own immediaile

parish The men and women

he helped to develop in Christi-
an leadership and life are now
spread far aod wide on the
globe.

The very valuable series of
the Uduvil Conferences orga-
nised by D. T. Niles had
the fullest support of Father
Celestine and in the last of
those series in 1966 entitled
«iChristian witness in contem-

porary Ceylon’® Father Celes:
tine was chairman of the
conference. The closing service
and sermon by Father Celes-
tine was a moeving one and
it contained =a mnete of im-
mense thanksgiving to D. T.
Niles for what he meant fto
all of us. In retrospect now,
it was also a touching fare-
well to D. T. Niles in the
midst of a very representative
gathering of Christians from
the entire couatry. It was the
last of such confereunces. D.
T. Niles passed away ia the
coures of time aud there have
been no such conferences or
meetings of Christians of that
calibre ever since.

From the  strategic vanta-
ge poiot of University Cha-
plain and S.C. M. Secretary,
he created a very stcong nucle-
us of Christian leadership
irrespetive  of denominational
differences and therefore was
a truly Ecumenical leader. He
introduced us to some of the
finest leaders in the Church in
Ceylon and the Ecumenical
Movement. His conferences in.
cluded Bishops Lakdasa, Kulan-
dran, D.T. Niles, Sevak Sclya-
rataam., M. M. Thomas, Chan-
dran Devanesan, C. S. Paul and
'he like. Bishop Lakshman came
into the scene with great =zeal
and dynamism like an ethereal
‘vision’ to use Bishop Kulan-
dran’s words eof tribute. Father
Celestine was able to concele-
byate Holy Communion with
Bishop Lakshman before Bishop
Lakhman’s departure and se too
the departure of Father Celes-
tine in prayer with his wife
Nora was truly blessed.

Father Celestine was dseply
involved in all the relevant ef-
forts for Christian nurture in
this land. Bible Studies, learned
lectures, fellowship of Semior
friends of the S.C.M., Student
Volunteer Movements, World
Univecsity Service, Laymen’s
Movements such as the Christi-
an Teachers Guild, YMCA, Re-
ligieus Drama, were established
and continued with great enthu.-
siasim. Behiad it all there was the
ever walchful presence and en.
couragement of Father Celestine,
A.‘ a4 young priest he was in-
vited to be the Chief Guest
a} .lhc Jaffna College, Prize.
giving and duriog my tenure of

office he and Nora spent A
week in  the College sarrying
out a Missioa to the College

Community,
Il close proximity (o Fa-

3 : i
ther Celestine’es death we have

Faith And Worship.
§. §. Churchman)

1. 12, 89

(By ceurtesy-

Continped from issue.

Unless the churches remi_lin in
a permancnt attitude of inter-
cession and adoration ‘in spirit
and truth’ (John 4:24), they
cannot renew their inner life,
proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ to the world, raise their
voice against the powers of evil
and implement the kingdom
gifts of peace and justice.

Lex credendi. lex orandi: the
way we pray reflects the con®
tent of our faith and, conver-
sely, our doctrines shape our
rituals of worship.

This was a cardinal principle
of the ancient church, which
saw worship and doctrine as
a totality, conveying life in
Christ as one and the same
embracing event of salvation.

Such an understanding says
No to a fragmentary, dichoto-
mized method ef understanding
and manifesting how God works
in. human history.

When Eastern churches speak
about orthodoxy, they reflect
this wholeness. Doctrine, ethics
and the Chrstian way of living
are not independent systems.
Everything is a ‘matter of faith’
and everything isa ‘matter of

worship’. Faith and worship,
liturgy and life are insepara-
bie.

This ethos from the Eastern
tradition has enriched the ecu-
mencial agenda with insights
and perspectives that have been
less familiar or fergotten in
the Western tradition — such as
monastic spirituality, commuani=
cation of the faith through
iconography and the ‘liturgy
after the liturgy’—extending inte
life in society.

One could mentiom several
factors behind this emergence
of worship renewal in the ecu-

also lost two very strong and
impressive S. C. M. personali-
ties of different generations
who certainly came under the
direct or indirect influeacc of
Father Celestine and I refer
to Bala Gunasegaram of Guru-
talawa and Rajani Thirana-
gama of the Jaffna University.
We can enly hope that they
will be our guardian angels
al this time of great travail
to us left below.

Those of us whe came un-
der the influence of that be-
nign and kindly light, Father
Celestine, are deeply grateiul
to God for this great gift of
a friend, philosopher and guide
to us. Our lives were  cer-
tainly brighter, beiter and more
purposeful  because of  this
association wiih Father Celes-

tine. He will remain green in
our memory for ever. May
his influence continue in the
§. C. M., the Church and
all his dear concerns for
years 10 come.

Rajan Kadirgamar,

menfcal movement. An import-
ant reason is the meed to avoid an
idolatrous conflict in which
churches, as institutions and,
sociological commuaities,
might otherwise be imprisoned.

In recent decades, churches
have gradually reinforced the
militant tone of théir voices,
They have spoken of ‘advocacy’
and ‘resistance’ as models of
mission. They have insisted that
solidarity with the poor and op*
presed is part of the gospe]
discipline.

The result has bsen cenfron-
tation in the arena of political
decision-making. Apgainst this
background, the churches need
a spiritual catharsis if fhey are
to discern whether or not they
cre themselves being faithful
and obedient to the gospel.

Along with the struggle aga-
inst the powers come many am-
biguities.| In the precess of ana-
1yzing historical centexts, we
may impose on people new idols
which we invest with the ho-
nour due to God alone.

Thus the churches meed 2
deeper knowledge of God, in
the presence of his Spirit, be-
fere the jcen of his face in an
act of praise and adoration.

They need to focus their at-
tention on God, to whom be-

long the wisdom, the pewer
and the glory. Political
wisdom must be seught ia

the experience of prayer and
spiritual worship offersd to God
in daily life.

A second important reason
fer ecumenical liturgical renewal
is the meed to affirm worship
a8 4 way to confess, to live

and to celebrate the faith.

There are churches in the
ecumenical *movement and in
the WCC whieh do mnot have
a tradition of doctrines, of
extensive and systematic cate-
chism, of degmatic decisions
handed on by authoritative
councils. Ia many churches the
liturgy is essential te living and
proclaiming the faith with the
whole human being. heart and
mind. Worship profoundly touch-
es the senses of those present.
Just as the disciples became
witnesses, they toe are compell-
ed to reeount their experience.

Worship not only stimulates
and intensifies the faith, but
also opens a way to faith.
There is a call to mission in
every service of worship.

In prayer and worship God’s
gracious gift of the wmmity of
all is discovered in a mysterious
way.

Lex orandi is an echo ef that
heavenly ‘iturgy which affirms
God's power over the creation.
Jesus Christ is the Lord, bes
cause he is the minister (lei-
turgos of the New Covenant
Hebrews 8:2). Christ alone the
Lamb ef God who breke the
seals of tyranny, is able te
inaugurate a new earth
and a new heaven
(Revelation 6:10).

( to be contiaued )
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Editorial:
Educational Realities.

With the G.C. B. (A/L) Examination finally concluded in
a climate of relative tranguility, many parents in Sri Lanka have
heaved a sigh of great relief. The reality of the Students’ devo-
tion to study was indubitable. To that extent, the parents’ wer-
ry and the schools’ flurry were understandable.

The news now emanating from the University that courses
in fulure would be revamped to blur the rigid distinction bet-
ween “‘Arts'* and ‘‘Science’’ subjects iz a step long everdue.

Roman History tells us that the education of the early
Romans left out too much. They were not intellectually equip-
ped to meet the changes that came upon them suddealy with
the force of a tornado. An education too closely connected
with the practical, proved fatal. The mind and the imagination
wace left unfilled for the task of living in a world which was
not chiefly *“*chemical’’.

On the other side, pre-occupation with and consuming in-
terest in, the humanities, in the context of a renaissance in our
art, music, aesthetics and drama have, to some degree, we fear,
affected the stapdards in subjects as mathematiocs — an area of
knowledge which was the high point of the achievement of the
Jaffna Tamils jn the sphere of secondery and higher education
for well nigh five decades.

In some knowledgeable circles, there i3 even an opinion
expressed that it is mot English alone that has been a problem
at the O.L. stage but even mathematics in which subject the
standard of attainment of pupils at public examinations
have fallen far short of the standard set by an
earlier generation. Allen Abraham (ef Jaffna College) of Haley's
Comet (1911) fame, reached the pinnacle of his distinction by
his mathematical calculations, having had his school background
and his training asa teacher at Tellippalai, at a time whea the
American Mission in Jaffua, on higher orders, bad put a lid on
all English education in Mission schools. (Iu his conclusions, he
was pitted against asironemers of internatiomal reputation)

Four eof five of the werld's childien live in developing
eeuntries. Let us not delude ourselves. English is important as an
International language (It is always dark at the foot of
a lighthouse. Without English, we will be at the foot of the
light heuse) Science is important for material advancement.
Tamil is important as our mother tongue. But mathematics is
jmpertant to enable the child to think for himself or herself
il an age of mechanical contraptions. It is basic to all depart-
ments of life.

The warning Inscription on Plato’s “ACADEMUS” — th
iatellectual centre of Greece for 900 years is educative:—

S ——— 3
“Medeis Ageometretos Eisito™
% (Let mo one without Geomelry enter here)

SRS

Al

£ : o

(new place, new name!) simply
leaves her job and her moth-

continued from 24.11."89 issue er’s home one day in an old

There is more action to fol-
low, including Usama's death in
a bigger terrorist attack on bus-
ses carrying Arabs to work in
Istael proper. But the incident
described above despite its hor-
ror, is also the most hopeful
sign in the povel-that not every
Arab or Jew wants absolute ir-
reconcilability.

Barbara Kingsolver's first no-
vel, The Bean Trees, packs a
whole raft of problem situa-
one slender tale, but
with wit and
She weuves
good many
persua-

tions into
she does it
charm and grace.
the lives of a
Americans of various
siens iata the misfortunes and
fortunes of two Kentucky coun-
try gicls who meet each other

for the first time in a sort
of exile of their own making
The one

in Tucson, Arizona.
left Kentucky when she marri-
ed & Mexican rodeo hero, who
abandoaned her and
The other gal. who
Taylor Greer

has DOW
their son.

calls herself

Volkswagen (so broken down
that it reminds one of John
Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath).
While taking a coffee break
near the Cherokee Indian Re-
servation in Oklahoma, she is
left with an Indian baby girl
whom she decides to call
“Turtle:*

Because her tires give out
Taylor meets an older woman
who runs a used tire shop and
garage in Tucson and later ge-
15 to kpow a refugee couple
from Guatemzla (a place she
has never heard of before),
and thus we are introduced,
through the eyes of Kentuc-
Ckyan counlry innocence, to the
Sanctuary Movement in  the
Southwest of the United Stat-
es. Estevan and FEsperanza, tea-
hers, face almost certain arrest
and deportation back to Gua-
temala, where their lives arz
in very cectain danger, and our
gal Taylor is forced by the
Arizona ehild authori-
ties into going back to Okla-
poma and getting papers that

welfare

. illegal Central
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will legally
Turtle as

entitle her to keep

her own daughter.
Her older friend tells her

about the desperate plight of
Estevan and !Esperanza, whe
have meanwhile also become
her good friends. So she offers
to take them with her to Okla-
homa to another safe house. The
Happy Endiag occurs when the
ceuple proves able and willing ro
pose as Turtle’s dead parents and
sign *‘their’” dauvghter over to
Taylor in front of a compliant
lawyer.

The almost too patent way.
that <all thiags work together
for them who love the Lord”
in this novel is mitigated by
the delightful dialect telling
of the story, through either
Tayler’s voize or that of the
other gal, Lou Ann. Shades of

character and epinion come
only in the limited cast of
characters the reader —meets

and therefore seem pecfectly
natural. It’s a treat fo read a
book that so charmingly pls-
ads the case not ounly of the
Amercas refu.
gee in America, but also of
mixed marriages, American In-

dians, and uawed eor aban-
doned motherhood.
(All these boeks are availa-

ble in the Daniel poor Library
of Jaffna College.)

-- Robert Porter

The Late Rev. M.Devadasan
Service of Thanksgiving.

A Service of Thanksgiving
was held by the Diocese for the
life and work of the Rev. M.
Devadasan who died on the 25th
of June, 1989. The North Erla-
lai Church with its usual carpet

1990.
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seating arrangement was packed
full with family members, for-
mer parishioners aad friends at
10.30 a.m. on Thursday the 7th

eof December for the service.
It was led by the Rt. Rev,
D. J. Ambalavanar. Mr. T.
Sathianathan of ‘the Araly
Church paid a touching tri-
bute to the life and work
of the Rev. Devadasan. He

referred to his deep commit-
ment to the pastoral ministry
and the zeal and enthusiasm
with whiesh he regularly visi-
ted his  parishieners
with his wifée. He wenl out
of his way to be helpful to
those in mneed or sickness.
He was truly a reconciler,
healing the divisions and spli-
ts in the comgregation through
bis tact and peace makiag

role. Above all, he was dili-
gent in <¢he ministry ef the
word and the sacrameant. The

community has lost a Pastor
who was loved and respected
by all.

The Rev. D. 8. Thiaga-
rajah  preached the sermon
based on the text 2 Tim. 4:7.
‘I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith.
Hengeforth there is laid up
fer me the crown of rightee-
usness.”” He preached a mo=
ving nmessage presenting the
crown of righteousness as what
awaits “‘all who have loved
his appearing.”” The lessons
at the service were read Dy
Athavan and Miss G. Mar-
kandu the elder son and sister

of the departed oae. Miss.
Apuja Thambithurai samg a
special song.

A fellowship lunch followed
the service arranged by Mrs.
Devadasan and the family.
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