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Florence Nightingale Award
Unique Honobr For Green Hospital Nurse

Tke Internationsl Commiitee
for the Red Cross in Geneva
has chosen Miss Balaratnam
Chithamparanadarajah a Nurse
of the Green Memorial Hospita!
Manipzy for the Award of the
Florence Nightingale distingui-
shed Service Medal and Cerii-
ficate for 1989 — 1990. Bala as
she is known by her fellow
staff and friends reodered a
upique service at the Hospital
duriag the months the Jaffna
Government Hospital itself had
to function in the premises of
Green Hospital Manipay. As
one would expect when the
Hospital was bombed almost all
the :tafi left the premises but
Bala with a small team of her
friends held the Fort looking
after the patients remaining at
the Hospital. Whea the Hospital
began to function again after
the bombing, the Surgeons of
the Governmasnt Hospial were
- t_the Green Hospital
theatre round the ciock trymmg
to cope with the numerous in-
jured due to the acrial bomard-
ment and other mililary opera-
The centinuvus curfew

tions.
kept away a large proportion
of the Nursing Staff. Bala was

ene of the few standing ever
ready io take respensibility and
help in numMerous ways. Officers
of the Red Cross who were
stationed atthe Green Hospital
during those months werc able
te observe Bala’s work and
made the recommendation.

We are teld this is the first
time a Nurse in Sri Lanka has
been sclected for the Florence
Nightingile Award whichis given
by the 1. C. R. C. onc: In 1wo
years.

The Jatfna Branch of the Sri
Lunka Red Cross under the
Chairmansnip of Dir. S. Nach-
chinakinian arranged a function
to formally make this award 1o
Miss Bala Chithamparanadarajah
en Wednesday the 24th of July
at 11.00 a. m. at ine Green
Hespital Manipay. Dr. Nach-
chinakinian who presided over
the lunction pinnrd the Medal
on Bala while Mrs, Vallipuram
the Principal of the Government
Nursing School in Jalina pianed
the accompanying lapel badge.
Prof. A. Thurairajah the Vice -
Chancellor of the Jatfna Uni-
versity presented her the Award
Curtificate and Dr, Mrs. Shan-
mugam, the Medical Superinten-
dent of the Jaffoa Hospital
honoured her with the traditio-
pal Ponnadai.

‘mguithed service at a

The public meeting began with
a prayer by the Rev, A. Jeya-
kumaran.

At the public meeting Dr,
Nachchinakinian said that it was
significant that the Florence
Nightingale Award given te a
Nurse in Sri Lanka for the first
time has been won by a Nurse
at  Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay. Green Hospital he
reminded the audience played
a very importast role in the
history of Western Medicine in
Sri Lanka. D:. Samuel Green
was the first to start a Mediea]
Schoo! in Sri Lanka in the 1850s
and Green Hospital was the first
institution in Sri Lanka to start
a regular Nursing School. It is
this rich tradition and heritage
that  p-oduced Nurse Bala
Chithamparansdarajah and we
are sll grateful that the Inter-
nationzl Committee of the Red
Cross has recognised her disti-
time
crisis amd military conflict. She
served in the face of grave
danger amd at great risk to her
own life. 1In the spirit of
Florence Nightingale herself she
placed service before self

Dr. Mrs. Chandra Ambalavanar
the Medical Superintendent of
the Green Hospital said that this
honour to Nurse Bala iz a
honour to the Green Hospital
itgz]f and to the whole company
of Nurses in this and other
Hospitals who continue to render
service in the midst of great
trials and dangers.

Mrs. Vallipuram the Principal
of the Jaffna Government Hos-
pital Nursing School was the
Chief Speaker on the occasion.
She gave & brief outline of the
life of Florence Mightingale and
how she has come to symbolise
all that is best in the traditiom
of Nursing throughout the world.
The Florence Nightingale Award
given by the I. C. R. C. once
in two vears is meant to en-
courage and promote that spirit
of selfless service combined with
knowledge and scientific skill.

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar, the Bishop of the Diocese
also spoke. Miss Bala Chitham-
baranadarajah thaoked thel. C.
R. C for honouring herin this
maneer apd the audience for
honouring her by their presence.
She said she had not thought
of amy recognition or reward
when she carried out her work
with a simple sense of duty.
The honour she has received

e

she said is really a honour for
Green Hospital where she recei-
ved her irajoing and has worked
for pearly 20 years.

The Proprictor of Milk White
Industries Mr. Kemagarajah who
donated the Ponnadai also pre-
seated Nurse Bala with a boek
on Mahatma Gandhi.

Mr. 8. Sivanandarajan the
Secretary of the Jaffna Braoch
eof the Sri Lanka Red Cross

Society who took 80 much pains
to organise the function propo-
sed a vote of thanks.

A fellowship Tea
the function.

followed

In Treasured Memory

of our dearest
Loved one

John Moothathamby
Sabaratnam

Entered Glory 10 -8 - 1988
Keep him dear Lord
till we meet again in

Thy Kingdom
Sadly missed and
Fondly remembered by
His loving wife and Children

Bishop Visits the Batticaloa
District

The Rt. Rev. D. 1. Ambals-
vanar along with the Secretary
of the Diocesan Council, the
Rev. A. Jevakumaran and Mr.
Vimalan Ashbury visited the
Eastern Province from the 4th
to the 8th of July. They visited
six of the eight Diecesan Church
Cenires in the Batticaloa District
and encouraged the local Church
leaders te further strengthen
their outreach work. At Peri-
yanilavenai the Bishop blessed
the new building that hes been
completed for the Day Care
Centre. Yet another building is
now under construction thers to
bouse a Weaving Centre. This

R

Centre will provide employment
for several of the local weavers.

Netthichcholai in
off Valaichenai
new centres started by the
Diocese. A Comprehensive rura
development project has just
been inaugurated there by the
Diocese. Mr. I. Arulhalan is
the Diocesan Worker helping
at this project along with his
T sponsibilities at some of the
Centres like Kathiraveli, Kal-
kudah and Kinniyadi. The Day
Care Centres at six of the
ceéntres are all functioning at full
capacily despite the difficult
situation in the District. The
House at Kiran in which the
Day Care Centre is functioning
is heing extended to provide
additional facilities for the
children.

Raalodai
is one of the

The St. Jobn’s Boys Home
and the St. Joha’s Girls (Home
at Uranee — Batticaloa ara twe
of the very valuable services of

___ the Diocese. There are ni

‘boys aad seventy ifive girls at
these homses. The Rev. Earl
Solomons and Mr. Jeevajothy
have completed a beautiful new
building for the Boys Homs. A
new building is being planned
fer the Girls Home also which
has some accommodation pro-
blems.

The Climax of the Bishep's
visit was jthe Confirmation Ser-
vice at the St. John's Church,
Urance om Sumday the 7th of
July when twenty six young
people and adults were confir-
med.

Help for Widows

A sigunifieant help provided
by the Dioeesc was the finan-
cia] assistance to widows. Their
husbands had been killed during
the military operation after June
11th 1990. The Rev. Earl Sole-
mons with the assistance of the
Reman Catholic Priests had
received applications from 163
widows mostly from the Araym-
pathy Area. The Bishop distri-
buted to more than fifty of
them who turned up during that
week end. The others werse
helped during the week. The
Diocese spent mere than four
lakhs of rtupees on this prog-
ramme.

Yet another service was the
help given to the injured from
the Kokkadicholai massaore
wardedat the Batticaloa Hospital.
The money for this was raised
by the Colombo Church of the
Il )
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And Things have turned out
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Trust in god and do the right
Aud that T will do though

the heaevns fall.
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4 EDITORIAL 4.
““ What Men live by "

He is despised and rejected of mea: a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief and we hid as it were our faces from him
he was despised aad we esteemed him not — Is 53 : 3.

These verses are part of Isaiah’s suffering servamt song. Old
Testament scholars are still investigating who this sufferiug
servant was. Some scholars are of opinion that this poem grew
out of the history of the jewish people. Foreignj domination,
Captivity and natural calamities were the prominemt featurcs of
the 3000 years of jewish history. But the Jews continued to
belicve that they weve the chosen people. Believing that God
had made a covenmant with them tried to live according to the
reculations laid down by him. But centuries of prolonged agony
inspite of their attempt to lead a righteous life, macde them
ponder over their life and destiny. They felt that they were chosen
te suffer and endure hardship for the well being of other nations.
Two thousand years after Isaiah’s [umentation Shakespearc depicted
their plight in those memorable words of Shylock. *+ Suffereance
is the badge of all my tribe .

The predisament of the Sri Lankan Tamil is not very differ-
ent from that of the Jewish people. All over the world thers
is much prejudice against this nation. We do not wish to delve
into the causes of this sad. state of affairs. But everybody
knows that it is very much there In foreign embassies Sri Lankan
Tamil is taboo: often he is abused by the Visa officers. In the
Air Ports his passport is taken for the most rigourous
scrutiny. In the countries where he had sought refuge the threat
of deportation looms over his head. Some South Indian unive-
rsitics we understand have laid down that no admission should
be gramted to Sri - Lankans.

In his own ceuntry the academic and intellectuals are
subjected te the most shameful humiliation. They are forced
to wait in long queucs for s picec of soap or a Kilegram of
dhal. Being subject te Aerial bombardment, helicopter shooting,
artillery shelling and gunboat firing have become commoan place
to them. Human lives arc destroyed at the rate of tea lives per
day since June 1990. Innocent childrem are dyving without proper
food, medical care ard traasport facilities, There is an imminent
danger of the entire school system collapsing as public exams
are not conducted.

During the early days of gloom many international 2gencies
apd church organizations showed much concern in this problem:
Now it looks as if everybody is tired. The church leaders of
the south and the left parties which were at one time showing
some interest have now lost their enthusiaso.

Leo Toalstoy in one of his gorgeous short stories ** what
men live by’ concludes that men in this world live by the love
of God and not by the security arrangements which human
beings devise., The Psalmist says

‘“Ta Ged alone my soul waits in silence
From him comes my salvation *

Jesus Christ while proclaiming the good News befriended
the Samaritans, Zealots, Tax Coilcctors, sinners and other margin
alized people despised by the communily. He decided to take
an unequivocal stand with the poor and outcastes of society
He had compassion even for the tortured highwayman at the
time ef his death. The Samaritans the outcastes of the Jewish
society found solace in him. They were so eachanied by him
that they besought him that he would tarry with them
pray,:r"l‘lmil poet Vethanayaga Bhagawathar offers a meaningful

“ The Day is spent now it is night

O’ noble one come visit us

The University of London
and the
World of Learning
1836 — 1986

A group of Scholars from the
University of London have bro-
ught out a most valuable com-
memorative volume to mark the
150th. Anniversary of the found-
ing of the London University.
As often happens with such
collective productions the v. lume
whick was to have come out
in the 150th year in 1986 has
been published only in 1990,

Over the Century and a half
since its foundation the Uni-
versity of Lomdon can claim to
have exerted an influeoce on
the intellectual life of Britain
to rival that of Oxford and
Cambridge. [t was the pioneer
in promotigg the cause of Uni-
versity education fer women.
George Grote the Vice - Chan-
cellor who advocated this cause
said it was based on ‘the
plainest Principles of Justice™.
*t Women are human brings and
no more to be denied the be-
nefits of education than any
other members of the human
race’. This volume appropria-
tely carries am important article
by Gillian Sutheriaad on “The
University of London and the
Higher Education of Women''".

Thz University during the
eveatful 150 years and more
has growa to be the largest

and most diverse British Univer-
sity. London University’s acade-
mic reputation and the cultural
life of the Capital have drawn
scholars and students not only
from Britain but also from al-
most every other Country, a
fact miitored by the authority
of its External degrees thraugh-
out the World.

The Series of Essiys in  this
commemorative volume by out-
s.andicg schelars in each field
ranging from the Humanities.
Music, Laws and Theology to
the Scicnces, Engineering, Medi-
cine and Edacation, sets the
internal history of the Univer-
sity against the wider background
ol learning. Divided by College,

around ths twin peles of the
Godless University College,
London (U.C.L.) and the
Angiican, King’s College, the

fisurcs have long haunted at-
tempts to describe the Univer-
sity of London : the taxi-driver
anc the foreigner, The one can
rarely identify where it is and
the other can never uanderstaad
what it is ",

This volume helps the readers
to get a glimpse of ** What it is"".

bd

Thanksgiving Service

A Service of Thanksgivial
for the life and work of the
late ARUNASALAM EDWARD
RATNASAMY was held at the
J. D. C. 8. 1. Chankanai Church
on Saturday the 15th June,
1991 at 3.00 p. m. The Rev.
v. N. 1harmakulasingam, the
Circuit Pastor led the Service,
and Mr. P. Loganathan, the
worker = in - charge assisted him.
The lessons were read by Mrs.
T. leyachandran aod Mors. R.
Nesarajah, the daughter and the
daughter — in —law respectively.
A special song was sung by tbe
members of the family. A Tri-
bute was paid by Mr. A. Kadir-
gamar, the Former Principal of
Jaffna College and the Registrar
of Christian Theological Semi-
nary, drawing his observations
from the student days upto
his whole Teaching Career of
Mr. Ratsasamy. His steadfast
commitment to teaching and
his matural leadership qualities
were brought with great vividness.
He belohged to a generatiom
¥nown for their decp commit-
ment to their prefession and
conscious attempt for perfectien
in their endeavours. Mr. Kadir-
gamar alse emphatically stressed
the fact that Mr. Ratoasamy
belonged to an impressionable
generation eof Jaffna  College
alumni steeped in the traditions
of the American Ceylon Mission
and a gemeratiom that very
devotedly inherited that traditien
and faithfully transmitted it to
the present generation for which
the present generation is deeply
grateful.

The Rev. T. S. Premarajah
who preached the Sermon, said
that these living and gone be-
yond live in Christ and belong
to Christ, and with this convic-
tioa we who live dedicate our
lives for Ged's purpose  io
Christ’s way. The Service closed
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Yot VAL S ? the Uiniversity. : 2 & = 5
(}F‘ News Print we are compelled to LB, rajah ( Bank of Ceylon), Mr. &
print only a limited number of this In his introdution F. M. L. Mrs. T, Jeyachandras ( Worker -
issue. We request those who receive Thampson quotes these interest. 0 — Charge, Hunaiil, ME &
this to share iv with others ing words about the University Mrs. R. Ratnarajab (Maldives )
ers. by Negley Harte who wrote the [OF the life and work eof
History of t! e University ""Two Ratnasamy Master.
Registerea as a4 News Paper s e ot Ny
The J\H!!I'iL‘iIIlI (‘r\.-inn”“-::l’::iulllll:‘- li:-l.;- hllpj aeka under No. Q[J/140/82 News Prinpted for the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India at
- : tess, 182, Ist Cross Streer, Jaffom on Friday the 8th ef August 1991 and published by The Rev. G. D

ANANDARAJAN 182 First Cross Street Jafina.

‘,

o



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

