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CHRISTIAN HOME ral  Synod of the C. S R
N ! YONER BY is y -
FESTIVAL This ratification is obrained g’ END? 1t is not sasy to train smal|
b i 1 children to perform on a stage
The Women’s Fellowship of ©Y Postal votes. : NISTER'S specially when every child is
the Jaffra Diocese celebrated It was woted that this was ORDER TO THE given a part. As Mrs. Mahen-
the Christisn Heme Festival in 'h° last meeting of the Exe- SECURITY FORCES drakumar in her speech said
Manipay, on 24th of October ©Ufive of the Synod Lo be Mr. Dingri Banda Wijetunge, the tzachers had to sort out
1992 at 3.00 p. m. It began attended by three Bishops Prime Minister, Minister of tome difficulties even as the
with a servicc of praise with Who would be retiring in the  Finance and the Minister of children went on stage. How-
the theme “As a 1ather has °OMIDE few moaths. The Bi- Siaie for Defence on his recent ©ver, the teachers and the chil-
compassion on his children so shop in Jaffna, The Bishop visit to Vavuniva is said to have drem did themseclves proud.
the Lord has compassion on 18 Madya Kerala and the jssued an order to the Secu- =
those who fear Him (Psalm103:13), Bishop in Karnataka Central. rity Forces tvat the war sho- ‘Dalit’ Christians’ struggle
Dr. Mrs. D.J. Ambajavanar, (D¢ Synod also agreed to uld concluded before Decem- taken to Indian Parliament
the Presilent of the Women’s :nl;c a Sct:,ntnb:twnK tlo dths ber this year. The reason he in key bills
Fellowship led the serviee, the '*%°P Sabapathy Kulandran gave for this was that the
lessons  were read by Mrs. Fglmlauon set up by tne Jaffia  povernment s spending Rs. l\ifqu'DFLzl (UctﬁNr)_tCh“:dl
A. Jeyassolan-and Mrs. C. Jeya- Diocese of the C. S. L The 270,000,000 a day on —the 5 e
ratnara. Mrs. A. Rajavingham CXcCutive reviewed the Priority execution of this war. Since Al N

gave the message based on the
theme - text. Mrs. | Jeyakumar-
an led the prayer of confession
whils the Rev. Mrs. A.R. Tham-
bisppa concluded ths service
with prayer ana benediction.

The service was followed by
an entertainment and refresh-
ments in the Parish Hall, Spes-
ial tonﬂs were rendered by the
women of Vaddukoddai, (Navaly,
Sathiapuram and members of
the Alaveddy Church. The San-
dilipay Church staged a short
play. The women of the Uduvil
Church entertained the audience
with their Villo Pattv, Finally
the Green Hospital drama group
staged the play “Puthu Pathai.
It was very cntertaining while
bringing home to everyone pre-
senl what & Chrisuan home
should be.

Atchuvely Christian College
Celebrates Its Centenary
Year
Atchuvely Christian College
which 13 mow called Atchuvely
Maha Vidyalayam celcorated
100th year of its cstablisbment
on Wednesday 21st Ociober 1992.
The Rev. D, 8. Thiagarajah was
ope of those who spoks at
this historic occasion. 1lhis
institution was fouamded by the
American Missionaries in 1592,

C. S. 1. Synod
Executive Committee

The C. S. I. Synod Exccutive
Commitige met in Madras from
the 19th to the 20th ot Octo-
ber at the loter Chureh Ssrvice
Association’s Headguarlers. One
the important steps taken

4! this meetiog was the elect.
+tion-of & new Moderator 10
\succeed the late Dr. Ryder
\Devapram; who died early in

BSeplember, The Most Rev.

Yasanth P. Dandia, the Bishop

aof the North Karnataka Dio-

cese was  elected Moderator
by an overwhelming majority
of vetes. This appointment
by the Executive is subject to
ratification by at lesst half
thc membership of the Gene,

A -of

Grants Programmes and expre-
ssed satisfaction that the pro-
jects in the various Dioceses
were serving the purpeses for
whieh the grants were made.
It was also noted that the
new headquarters of the CS [
Synsa iy neating completion
aod could be opened for use
some time in Feoruary 1993

Vocatiopal Training Centre
" Pandaterruppu

The second batch of trainees
of the above Cenire who were
dispjaced recently and had
coantinued their iraining at Vad-
dukodda) mm the Cnelliauh Hos-
tel of Jaffna Colleg: have just
compleied taeir 6 months train-
ing and haa 1heir cxhibition
and mward ceremoey oan Friday
the 9th October at 1-30 p. m,
in the Howland Hall.

The Chief Guesis were the
Rev. Dr. Jcbanesan and Dr.
Mrs. C. Ambalavanar, Presi-
dent of the Women'’s Fcllow-
ship of the J, D, C. 8 L
Br. Jebanesan spoke in praise

of the work doae by the tramn--

scs specially as they have been
displaced from their village aand
their homes avd some of them
are now in camps. He also
piresented the certificates. Dr.
Mrs. Ambalavanar spoke about
how the Women's Fallowship
was challenged (o staut a pro-
ject for youpmg women &no hew
the f rit Vocational Training
Centre was staried and coati-
pues io  Manipay apd Dow
there are scveral in different
places. lhe Rev. Mrs. Thamby.
appa who is 1o coarge of this

V. T. €, also spoke. Dr. Mrs.
Ambalavapar later declared
open the exhibition. Lot aof
work had been done in sewing,
cake making, coir makiog,

broomsticks. rugs, etc., palmyra
products like basket weaving,
mat weaving, etc. The exhibi-
tion was open again for publi€

on Saturday morning. Miss
Ajsoths Kulasegaram the Chicf
Instructor at this V. T. C.

was responsible for organising
the exhibition.

the government cannot continue
to meet this expense, he has
urged thut the war should be
finisbed within the next twe
months. One would have the-
ught the Prime Minister could
have thought of better reasons

‘Wwhy this war should be brought -

to a stop. At least if financial
consideration are all that matter,
the people in this country would
still welcome an end te this
cruel and nicanmingless war,

.91 Tamils Missing in
The Eastern Province

The Sri Laokan Troops are
said to have entered the vill-
age of Kaakkatchi in the Bat-
ticaloa District on the 19th of
October aud taken iuto custody
91 Tamil civilians in the area.

When concern was expressad
threugh 1. C. R, C,, it has
been reported that 46 of them
are held in custody in the
Army Camp, but that the
whereabouts -of - the eother 45
are not knowam.

UDUVIL GIRLS’ COLLGE

The Principal and Staff of
Uduvit Girls’ College are to be
congratulated for the colourful

Kindergarten programme they
had on the 24th of October:
The College Hall was packed

with a large audience of pure-
ots, fricads and well wishers
and photozraphers !

There were seventeen items
aod we were told that about
600 children of the Kindergar-
tem participated. The dances,
rythmics by boys of Year II
and 1II, orchestra in heaven, a
novel rendering of Umiig s
eewe. and Thennali Raman
were among the best. Year 1
children’s rendering of Gards
paGasr was not only colourful
and lively but woke up those
in tne audience whe had gone
to sleep between items. Many
boys took part and they will
one day be among the g_aia;y
of old boys eof Uduvil Girls’
College.

(low caste) Christians by ‘gaining
support from mnational govern-
ment leaders and in the house
of parliament.

Catholic Church circles view
as a positive sign the support
given lo the issue by a federal
minister,

Also Catholic member of
parliament (MP) has introduced
a bill to amend the Indian
Constitution to include dalit
Christians for statutory privile.
ges, that would give them such
things as job reservations and
free education.

Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist low
caste dalits already have stato-
tory privileges, but Christians
have always beean denied them
on the grounds that Christiasity
has no caste:

Dalit literally meaas “tram-
pled upen® and is used to desig-
nale former untouchables.

“The dalit Christian issue
has become very much alive,”
says Father Geosge Pereira, the
newly appointed acting deputy
seccetary general of the Catho-
lic Bishops’ Coaference of India
(CBCI).

CBCI ofticials led by <on-
ference  president Archbishop
Alphonsus Ma:hiar of Bangalore
apprised Prime Minister P. V.
Narasimha Rao of discriminat.
ion against dajit Christiams.

They told Rao, Christians
suffer ‘*injustice and double
disabiliti\a” because of * religi-
ous beliefs,” and asked his
help to rectify t.e discrimina-
tion,

Father Pereira told UCA
News that the prime minister
promised the bishops he would
look into the matter.

He said Sitaram Kesari, fede-
ral welfare — minister,  visited
the CBCI office inm New Delhi
to express *solidarity and con-
cern with the cause of dalit
Christinns.™

The CBCI standing committee
met several members of parlia-
ment April 5-7 to seck hsipin
amending The constitution

( Continued on Page4 )
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& EDITORIAL &

A PASSAGE TO COLOMBO
In recent times the need for a safe and secure route t'n
Jaffna has been emphasised in the se=minars on the cthn‘u:
conflict. The National Christian Council, in & statement in

July this year, urged the government (o examine Ways and means
of providiog a safe route to the Peninsula.

After the outbreak of civil war in June 1990 the peoplg
avoided the Elephant Pass army camp and used the Pooneln
cause-way. When Pooneri was taken over by the army ia

October 1991, the people were forced to go through Kombady
and Oorian. In June 1992 even this route was c!ouq as the
army moved into this area. Reaching Kilinochchi . via Qorian
and Kombady was a Herculian task but the people did not grum-
ble because it was secure. The army allowed the passengers to
take that path. .

But after the closing of this exit, the Kilali - Aalankerni
coute was opened. Travelling on this route wasa very vulnerable

and risky exercise. The passengers are taken in small fishing
boats across [the Jaffna Jagoen. The journey normallv talfe_s
about three hours at dead of night. They reach the point

Aalrokerny on the mainland apd travel in tracters and bullock

caits for ome hour and reach the bus-stand. The buses take
the passengers to Thandikulam and the next morning thc)_f go
to the army check point and proceed to Vavuniya Railway

Station. g

The mode of travelling is very paimful, but the people have
no alternative. Colombo is the metropolis of an ov:r-centrali-
zed cxecutive system. There had been much discussion on

-devolution and decentralization, but Colombo remains the helm

of all affairs. It had been sajd that the Palmyra Development
Board wes the only corporation that had it's headquarters in
Jaffoa. Patieats have to go to Colombo fer medical treatment,
To £o fo fercign countries peeple have to go through Katuna-
yake Airport. In the North, the communication sysrem has com-
plately broken down and many old people go to the capiia]
city to talk to their children living in distant Isads, It is esti-
mated that about two thousand people go through Kilali and
Aalankerny every day,

Two months ago tha Government announced that the Kilali-
Aalankerny route had been closed. At the beginning of this
month the army wznr inte direct action. It shot down passen-
gers who were cressing the Jaffoa lagoon in fishisg beats. So
far about thirty people have been killed and an equal number
of vessels have beem sunk. The Government insists that people
should go through Elephant Pass. The militants argue that the
Government has other motives in opening Elephant Pass for
the public. The unfortunate people conatinue to travel by the
precarious and perilous Kilali - Aalankerny route. Few people
in South Sri Lanka seem to be aware of the agony of the inno-
cent people trying to go to the capital city. Humanitarian
Organisations and religious digpitaries in the South must know
that a safe passage to Colombo and back is of prime importa-
nce and an urgent need.

“-COME HOME *»

In the ancient
naries from the West sailed
the Seven Seas taking several
months to reach our shores, to
bring us Christianity and edu-
cation, and in addition doctors,
architscts and engineersto build
up our land.

Puttur in  particular ), Sehools
are 30 short of qualified
teichers, that retired teachers
and officers are being recruited
to educate our children. Jafina
campus too is short of staff
in all disciplines including the
medical facuity.

days missio-

The fact remains that jg Spite
of all the hardships thece ayq
still quite 8 number of Tamils
living in our land of birth
where villages and towas Jajd
waste have to be rebuijt.

In recent times most of our
countrymen who qualified as
€minent professionals and past-
ors took wings to foreign lands,

arc  abroad could some
thought and make preparations.
Ly the time our land is f{ree
of the bombs, shells and guon-
fire they could come and serve
our land where quite a few of
your brothers and sisters are
continuing to live.
J:'8. 8.

Memorial Service - Sydney,

Australia

A  service of remembrance
and thanksgiving for the life
of the late Mrs. Maheswary
Mather was held at the Unit-
ing Church of Australia, Carr-
ington Avenue, Sydmey, Austra-
lia, on the [2th of July at
500 p. m. The serviee was lead
by her eldest sen, Bobby
Maiher of Toronto, Canada.

The lessons were read by
Miss. Dushyanti Anantakrishnan
(grand daughter) and Mrs Vini-
tha Rohan Rajaratnam. Special

song by  Mrs Priva  Niles
( youngest daughter ) recorded
on a tape was played at the

service. Triblites were paid by
Mrs. Annaratnam  ( Aonam )
Sivasubramaniam ( cousin ) and
The Rev. Bill Clarke (Minister,
Uniting Church of Australia).
Mrs. Sivasubramaniam said
about the seven childeen of the
late notary Sabapathypillai and
that Mahes is the oldest of the
grand children. She further said
that Mahes studied and later
taught at Chundikuli Girl’s
College and at Manipay Memo-
cial English School; she was
dedicated to her profession
because of her faith in God:
and that all her cousins loved
her, as much as thev Joved
their parents. She has been a
widow for 36 years.

Rev. Bill Clarke in his tribute
said of his close acquaintance
with Mrs. Mahes Mather when
she first took ill in Darwin
( Northern Territory ) and was
at Royal Darwin Hospital. He
recalled how he had been called
many times, day and night, by
Wilma ard her husband Znan-
takrishnan to say that she 1s
dying and to pray with her.
He said that he prayed to
God to bring abeut 8 miracle
in her life and that God did
it. She lived five years after,

Bobby Matber preached the
sermoa: At the end of the
service, Bobby thanked all pre-
senf, and requested members to
join ia the fellowship ceffee

hour'in th: church hall. The
service was attended by nearly
200 people.

Mrs, Mahes Mather 1eft behind
her children Bobby Canad‘z )
Sumitra |/ Wilma ‘(Austraha)»
Indran (Madras), Rajan (‘France}.
Priva {C‘lnada).land m-lawf
Lalla. Anaatakrishoan, Shan
thana, Babu, and Elmo, and
grand children Nishnnth_. Rakshy,
Debhie, Dushyantic Sajcctha;jaa:.,
Luxman, Mzheo, Shiran, Willie
and Florence, and .lisiers Dr-
Kamy and Mrs Ranji 1o mourn
her loss. Mayv the good flord
grant them his pcace.

Dalit Christians............
( Continued From Page 1)

On February 28, George Fer-
nandes, a former foderal mini-
ster, introduced a private mem-
ber's bill in the “‘Lok Sabha’
(lower house of parliament) for
the constitutional - ameadment
te help dalit Christians.

The dalit Christian issue can
be settied only through & con-
stitutional amendment,’ aad
several Church groups are lob-

bying parliamentarians te support

the issue in the house.-

The bill notes that dalit
Christians suffer the same discri-
mination as dalit Buddhists,
who were included in the last
amendment in May 1990. It
says the change of religion dm_el
not alter social and econemic
status.

Fernandes, a Catholic oppo-
sition MP, 1is seeking special

quotas for Christians in govern-

ment services and seats in parlia-
ment and state legislative assem=
blies.

The bill notes that the inclu-
sion of Christians will incur
only 20 million rupees (nearly
USDoll:rs (701,000) im annoual
expenses to the Government.

Catholic MP Peter Marban-
iaﬁg of the ruling Congress
Party supports the draft ameod-
ment and said he will vote for
Fernandes' bill, He regretted
the government’s failure to take
up the issue as a governmen®
move.

Since the speaker takes up
private members’ bills en turn,
Fernandes’ bill is expected 1o
come up for discussion in the
budget session now underway
or during an upcoming session
of parliament.

CRADLED IN A MANGER

Quite a npumber cf them Most of them who are abroa.l
studliedInmissionschnolsand o0 are now citizens of forci-;;
mission ‘scholarships Most of Jands, We would w:!cnmer_hcbm
them said they were Boing out; to come aod  serve at least
because of their children wha shert terms of two to [h::c

had to be ecducated. Now most
of their children are not only
edncated but maried and well
settled in life.

Our land has quite 2 nunsber
of children who have to be
educatec. Hospitals are facirg
an acute shortage of qualifieq
doctors (churches and mission

Jears in their motherland.
will not bz able to Pay  them
the equivalent of their foreign
Salaries but we fee] they
be satisfied with the lower
salaries paid, considering (hijg
Mere ds a service to the Mmother-

land.

WL’

wil|

A Christmas Carol Service
JAFFNA COLLEGE
5,00 p.m.
Sunday 22 November, 1992
Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai.

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED,
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