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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION

BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Constitutional Court rules
on Church Bill

The Constitutional Court of
three judges — Justice K., D. de
Silva (Chairman), Justice Jaya
Pathirana and Justice C. V. Uda-
lagama has ruled that certain
clauses in the Church of Sri
Lanka ( Consequential Provisions)
Bill are inconsistent with the Cons-
tituition. Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, 8,
9, 10 and 12 of the Bill, accor-
ding to the majority vote of the
judges, are inconsistent with
Section 18 (1) [d) and Section 18
{1) (f) of the Constitution,

Justice Jaya Pathirana, the
dissentient member, has given his
reasons for his dissent in the
Official Report of the Proceedings
which contains the judgement of
the Court. The Church Bill was
referred to the Constitutional Court
under Section 54 (2) of the Cons-
tituition.

Mr. M Thirucheham. Q. €.
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A colourful evening at Uduvil

A picturesque function in a
picturesque setting that captured
the imagination of all was the
annual dinper of the Advanced
Level Union of Uduvil Girls
College held on 12th November
presided over by Miss Mathini
Shanmugalingam, President of the
Union. The dinner was lavish,
the decor was delightful giving
colour and form to the lovely
Hall that Uduvil can be proud
of for the next century and a
half and the speeches spiced with
wit and humour,

Dr. (Mrs.) R, Natkunam made
pointed reference to the musical
setting for the whole evening
which was brought to Uduvil
from the old country — the latest
in musical creations.

Dr. R, Natkunam, the chief
guest, spoke in a reminiscent vein
praposing the toast of the college.
He did a magician’s trick in
pulling out of his pocket an old
Uduvil report of his performance,
his face bearing with pride. He paid
glowing tributes to Uduyvil for
the excellence of education im-
parted. Mrs. 5. ]J. Somasundaram,
Principal of the College replied,
Miss Romina Mann in seconding
the reply to the toast and Miss
Vanaja Thanjaratnam in proposing
the tcast for the guests made the
oceasion reel with hilarity. Suresh
Canagarajah of 5t. Johns' College
responded with equal fervour.
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TIMES THAT TRY OUR SOULS

By ALFORD CARLETON
(The former Execulive Vice-President of the United Church Board
for World Minisiries — New Verk.)

Enough is being spoken and

written these days to leave no
doubt that we are in a time of
crisis in the social, economic,

political, moral and religious worlds.
We lack the spiritnal strength to
give hope that the inter-locking
problems of population, food,
resources, energy, and ecology will
be faced calmly and reasonably.

One sad aspect of the dis-
cussion is that religion is rarely
recognized as an important factor
in the resolution of these pro-
blems. This is the more surpri-
sing when one looks at the long
and worthy record of the church
in facing down through the cen-

turies, those times that try our
souls.
Through a long series of

erises the church developed several
distinguishable patterns of survival
ere

chronological order.

There is the doomsday res-
ponse, in theological terms called
the apocalyptic view of events,
According to the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus' very first prea.
ching was “ Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand”
(Mathew 4:17). Many " followers
of the way” believed that the
Day of the Lord (or simply "' the
end”) would come before their
death, The fear of hell and of
jndgement furnished the fires over
which many a congregation was
well-roasted, from the early church
at least to Puritan times. Any
contemplation of today's atomic
stockpiles makes one wonder
whether or not the Day of Doom
may indeed come in our lifetime.

The monastic response began
with the simple life of hermits
in the deserts of the Near EHast
and North Africa. Ascetic com-
munities existed in New Testament
times. In the DMiddle Ages, as
civilization seemed falling apatt
with the dismemberment of the
Roman Empire, strong orders of
monks and of nuns arose in great
numbers from the viclence and
sin of the world, monasteries be-
came centers of learning, scholar:
ship and philanthropy, Here sur-
vived the arts and sciences of the
ancient world, Here hospitals,
orphanages, colleges, universities,
and centres for the care of the
leper and other outcasts had their
roots. As a way of adaptation to
the troubled times in which we
live it may be that more orga-
nized and structured eguivalents
of the early monastic communities
will emerge.

® the] Vintof

The relationships between the
church and war have been long
and complex. Faith bas blessed
nearly all wars. But the religious
war, the crusader respomse, has
been the most bloody and divisive
of all. The Crusades were a
mixture ef piety and plunder, The
bloodiest massacre ever to occur
in Jerusalem came at the hands
of the Crusaders. Happily, the
Christian world is rapidly becoming
disilliusioned as to the ability of
military might to solve any
problem,

The outreach of the monastic
communities into the world was
what we now call the Social-
action response,
the far-flung programmes of mission
and service conducted by the
churches themselves, there is great
jnfluence in society exercised by

chces are taklng very hopeful initi-
atives. In this particular situation
it behooves U. S. citizens to
remember that we have as great
a monopoly in food supplies as
the Organization of Peatroleum
Exporting countries has in the
matter of oil.

Underlying all the other res-
ponses, which have tended torise
and fall with changing circumstan:
ces, there the continuous responsi-

bility upon all Christians to be
participants in the saif-of-the
earth vesponse. Paul lists the

fruits of the spirt as “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control™
(Galatians 5:22-23). It is by the
quiet but persistent exercise of
these qualities that the Christian
bears fundamental witness. A
response to a crisis will not come
unless this life bas been practised
and fortified in normal times,

(Contd. on last page)

JAFFNA COLLEGE
CHRISTMAS VESPERS

CATHEDRAL CHURCH
VADDUKODDAI

Sunday, 7th December, 1975
6 p. m.
‘LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS'
- A CHRISTMAS CANTATA

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED,

In addition to

Chrlstian people in theu: individual
isis

“JESUS CHRIST
FREES AND UNITES »

A panel discussion
on the above theme of the
World Council of Churches

5th Assembly meeting currently
at Nairobi, Kenya,
will be held at the

Ashram, Chunnakam

on Saturday, 6th Dec,

from 830 a. m.

1975
to 11-30 a. m,

Papers will be presented by

REv. S, N. SUGUNANANTHAN —
The Theology of Liberation
Rev. K. T. MUTHIAE —
The Ethics of Liberation

AND MR, LANKA NESIAH —
The Economics of Liberation

All Ckrfstiaﬂs and
interested friends of the CISRS
are cordially invited.

A
Christmas Programine
Christmas Fantasy
B
A Play
**And a little child
shall lead them. **
®
Christmas Carols
on
10th Dec.,, 1875

at
5-30 p. m.

Wednesday,

College Hall

Venue ;

IN MEMORIAM

E

IN UNDYING AND SACRED
MEMORY OF

THOMAS RAJADURAI
( Called Home on 8-8:75)

" Jésus Saviour Pilot me,
O'er life's tempestuous sea,”

Affectionately remembered and
sadly missed on his Biﬂ:hday
( November 29th)
by his loving wife and d&ujh&f

( Thangaratnam aqd Rajie. )

Rajaveethy,
Atchuvelys

UDUVIL GIRLS' COLLEGE
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The Hour of Decision

We cannot, of course, be expected to like the verdict of .“w Cor_:s-
\titntional Court on the Bill that was to have been moved in Parlia-
ment in conneciion with the Ceylon Church Union Scheme. Therefore,
nor may Dbe expected to appreciate the reasons for which the
yerdict was given, however sound they may be. All of us must
face the fact, the wverdict has dealt a serious blow to the Ceylon
Church Union Movement.

There will be many who will say that we simply got what we
asked for; that we should never have dabbled with the idea of getting
legislative or legal approval for the Scheme and that we would have
-éimply gone ahead with Union as the churches of India, both South
and North, have done.

There is much to be said for this point of view; for the path
that winds through Legislative Assemblies and Courts of Law are
beset with many pitfalls. But it so happens that there are some
who always wish to be fortified by an Act of Parliament, befcre
they summon enough courage for any action. And the Lepal Questions
Committee of our Negotiators bowed to their wish. It must, however,
be said for this Committee of competent and earnest gentlemen that
when they decided to draft a Bill for Parliament, there was no
Constitutional Court,

The legislative and legal system in those days was different. A
Private member’s Bill in Parliament simply meant getting some well
meaning person to move it and an Assembly almost on the verge of
& “no quorum? situation passing it without guestion or debate. Now
the system has changed. If a Private Member’s Bill is to be moved,
any membsr of the public may lodge objections and the Attorney
General has to give his opinion and a Constitutional Court of three
judges has to pronounce on the issues raised. From this, there is
no appeal.

Those who wanted Parliamentary action then had not banked on

this change, which was to come later. So though we might have
gone ahead without getting caught in the present entanglement, we
cannot blame over much those who imagined that the matter would
‘be quite simple. -
' I _meantime, whatever be our attitude to the verdict of the
nal Court, it stands. But what exactly is that verdict?
It is a verdict on a Bill, which was to have been moved in Parlia.
ment, It is npot a pronouncement on the merits of the Church
Union Movement.
to pronounce. Such a pronouncement should be made elsewhere and
all great Christian minds of modern times have agreed that the
matter has been decided for us by the Bible. Church Unity is a
Biblical imperative and there is no alternative to our obedience to it
It is a realisatiom of this that has given rise to many Church
Union Movements throughout the world.

The verdict of the Court has certainly created a crisis; but a
crisis is not a catastrophe. A serious blow is not a mortal blow,
One defeat in a battle need not decide the issue of a war,

It i= mow for the leaders of the Christian denominations in Ceylon
to decide to meet the crisis. And the manner in which they mest
it, will be a test not merely of their courage, their determination,
their sincerity and their commitment to the cause of Union,
The Negotiating Committee has overcome many difficulties in the past.
In fact, it took more than thirty years to reach the present stage,
because of the repeated hurdles that had to be cleared. Why should
this hurdle be considered an insuperable one which cannot be overcome ?

Fortunately, the Court itself has given us a cue for a way out
of the impasse. It has asked in effect, “ How can you set up a
Trust for a Church which does not exist?" That means that the
Court would have thought twice before setting aside the Bill, if the
new Church already existed. The leaders in Ceylon resorted to an
unusual course when they sought legislative sanoction for their pew
Church they were about to set up. Let them now follow the usual
practice of setting up their Church and think of legal eonsequences
Jater. We do not read of Paul and Barnabas seeking permission of
the Roman Magistrates before planting churches in the Roman Empire.
At the turn of the last century Lord Wellesley gave immediate
orders for William Carey to quit Indin, but Carey continued to work
there for more than thirty wears after that with
blessing of Wellesley himself; and the Church in
during the last 175 years,

the subsequent
India has grown

May we hope that this will be
of the Ingugural Committee,

the attitude of most members
when it meets this week? We trust
they will not suceumb to the temptation of resorting to Parliamentary
action again by wanting to introduce another Bill
existing Ordinapce in regard to the Anglican Chureh, because the
IHistory of the Colombo Diocese clearly says that tbe Ordinance of
1930 cleared the way for its perfect freedom (and allowed all Anglican
Dioceses both in South India and North India to go into Union
Schemes ),

to repeal the

That is a verdict which the Court was not entitled:

WCC and its General Budget

Drastic and immediate cuts
have been taken to balance the
1976 General Budget by the WCC
Executive Committee which met
immediately before the assembly.
The WCC's total financial trans-
actions are spread over seven bud-
gets. The General Budget
financed with basic support from
the central treasuries of the 271

Member Churches was to have
been Sfr 8,200,000 in 1976, but
forseeable  income was only

Sir 5,600,000. The increased rate
of inflation and the decline in the
value of currencies in terms of
Swiss Francs have been the cause of
the WCC financial set back, though
Member Churches have increased
their contributions since 1968,

Among the ‘cuts' being
considered are (a) finding alter-
native ways of financing the Ecu-
menical Institute at Bossey by
June 1976, (b terminating contri-
butions to the cest of the WCC
New York Office and (¢) reducing
the number of post-assembly
meetings.

CCA Staff to have a
broader base

We learn that according to the
policy of the Christian Conference
of Asia, there should not be more
than one staff member from any
Asian Nation on its Executive.
Among the countries mot at pre-

sent included in the CCA Staff
is Sri Lanka. The portfolio of
Secretary for Education and

Ministry  which belongs to the
Life n.nd{ Action Programme Unit®
will be filled by any applicant
from countries not represented on
the present CCA Stuff. Bio-data
should be addressed to the General
Secretary, Singapore.

IN BRIEF......

® The most Rev. Dr. Lakdasa
de Mel, Metropolitan Emeritus
celebrated the 30th anniversary of
his consecration to the Episcopate
recently, The Holy Eucharist was
celebrated on November 8, at the
Cathedral Church of Christ, the
Living Saviour.

@® Mrs. Phoebe Jayawickrema,
Secretary and later Vice-President
of the Methodist Women's Fellow-
ship has been elected Vice-Presi.
dent of the Methodist Conference,
She is the first woman to hold
this office.

® 123,484 candidates from 4657
schools will sit the N. C. G. E.
Examination to be held for the
first time in December this year.
Of these, girls outnumber the boys
by 3162, 20,663 will appear in
the Tamil medium,

IN MEMORIAM

Ll

In LoviNg MEMORY
QF
Samuel Kanagaratnam Rasiah

Called to Rest on 25-11-1959

Affectionately remembered
by his loved ones.

Tellippallai.

=

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERGREEN MEMORY OF
Our DEAR BROTHER

THOMAS RAJADURAI

( Went Home on 8-8.75)

He is before the Throne of God,
serving Him
Day and Night in His Temple.

Lovingly remembered and
badly missed on his Birthday
( November 29th }
by his brothers, sisters
and their families.

Colombo & Jaffna.

Times that try our souls
( Conid. from first page)

The terms in which we speak
of conversion, salvation, service,
can be used in contexts that are
either postive or negative, according
to our own verbal usages and
those of the hearer. These res-
ponses can be mere piety, " pis
in the sky”, unless motivated by
outreaching love and faith. That
one must lose one’s soul to gain
it is familiar gospel teaching. A
church that adopts any policy
whatever to save its own soul of
properties or ecclesiastical privi-
leges is under the same condem-
nation.

Samson, shorn of his hair,
“ did not kmow that the Lord had
left him” !Judges 16:20). Jesus
wept over Jerusalem, on his entry
into the holy city on Palm Sunday:
“because they did not recognize
God's moment when it came’:
(Luke 19:44, N, E. B.)] May the
chureh in this our day not fall
under like condemmnation.

By Courtesy— A. D. 1975
Sept. Issue, United Church of
Christ Edition.

The crisis that has arizen

now

is greater than anything faced

earlier; the greater, therefore, is the challenge we are facing.
Now God be thanked who has matched

us with this hour;
sang Rupert Brooke. The greater
our courage, and our faith in the
of those who toiled patiently for

the crisis the greater the call on
cause we have undertaken. Many
35 years on the present Scheme

have passed from the sceme, if they have not passed from the world,
i...et rml. the Scheme they produced with so much devotion become a
piece of waste paper thrown by the wayside and become a testimony

against the present generation,
leaders.

o This is the hour of decision for eur
Will they be found wanting?

Frinted for the Jaffoa Diocese of the Church of South India by Mr. Philip
Matthevs r-...suxl.iug at 19, Lady of Miracles East Read, Jafina, and puoblished by
Mr. Alvappillai Rajasingam, 330, Navalar Road, Jaffns, at Sri Sanmuganaths
Pross, Kankesanthursi Road, Jaffos, on Friday, 26th November, 1975,



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

