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ANY PEOPLE

Nairobi Assembly Opens

Over 2300 Delegates gathered
for the opening ceremony of the
Sth  Assembly of the World
Council of Churches in the open
square outside the Kenyatta Con-
ference Centre in  Nairobi on
Sunday the 23rd of November.
The Assembly was led into the
conference  hall by the Mest
Rev. Festo Olang, Archbishop of
East Africa and Bishop of Naitobi.
Thete was an attempted inter-
‘ruption before the procession by
the Rev. Jack Glass of Scotland
pretesting against the World
Council's soft stand on Roman
Catholicism and Communism. He
was quickly restrained. At the
opening service the sermon was
preached by an African in French,
on the theme "Jesus Christ frees
and Unites "

The theme of violence in
relation to the liberation move-
ments is one of the dominating
themes at the Assembly. The
programme to  combat racism
‘which receives the World Council’s
‘support especially in African coun-

Aelbwil wader White domination

~came Under considerable criticism,

A dramatic plea on behalf
of the Russian Orthodox Church
whose members, it is claimed, are
being persecuted aund subjected
to psychiatric torture was made
to the Assembly inan eleven page
letter signed by two Moscow
Priests. The letter was smuggled
into Nairobi and is now cireul-
ating among Delegates. The
writers condemned the Assembly
for remaining silent while half
the Russian Church s being
destroyed and urged action to
bring the plight of Russian
Christians to the attention of the
rest of the World,

Human Rights Day

A Seminar will be held at
Trimmer Hall, Jaffna, on Wednes-
day, December 10at 5 p. m. under
the joint auspices of the Counil
of Public Affairsand the Parents
Association of Jaffna. Dr. K,
Kanagaratnam will chair the
meetiny. Participants will include
Mr. C. Subramaniam |Freedom of
the Press), Mr, K. Nesiah (The
University and the Freedom of
learning), and Mr. L. A, T. Wil
liams, Attorney.at-Law (Legality
of ‘Standardisation’ in the context
of the Human Rights Charter).

—

IN BRIEF

® The Uniting Church in Aus:
tralia which will link Congrega-
tionalists, Methodists and Presby-
terians will be inaugurated on
June 22, 1977, 1t was originally
scheduled for June 6, 1976 but
Was delayed by a Court case
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FROM NAIROBI

Robert McAfee Brown's keynote address on

JESUS  AS LIBERATOR, UNIFIER

“We shoald be ercouraged
rather than discouragd., by the
diversity of answers to {he question
*Who is this Jesus?' ", sgaid Dr,
Robert McAfes Brown, a professor
of theclogy from California, in
the major theological address of
the Fifth Astembly of the World
Council of Chirches at Nairobi,

Dr. Brown was speaking on
the theme, " Who is this Jesus
Christ who frees and unites?”
He based his address on the
questien Jesus asked of his disci.

ples in Matthew 16: “Who do
people say that the Son of
Man, 4si™.  %nd continued,

"Clearly this Jesus cannot be
confined by any formula, theo-
logical or otherwise, He breaks
out of all the
which we try and imprison him.”

Dr. Brown went on to |52y
that Christians have an obliga tion
to listen before they proclaim,

M
and to believe khat
we can learn from them, rather
than assuming that they niust
learn exclusively from TE e il
But Jesus Christ also addt'-es-
ses us, asking: “Who do you
say that I am?" In answering

this question we are forced to
examine who we are.

the humanist,

llustrating' from his own
experience, the nated Presbyterian
(Reformed) theologian described
as “ white ", “male", ‘'a member
of the relatively affluent class "
and “a citizen of the USA ™",
symbolizing (though not person-
ally embodying) the oppressions
of racism, sexism, classism and
imperialism. He then drew atten-
tion most geographically to one
other form of imperialism that of
language. Symbolically he switched
to Spanish so that non-Spanish
speakers would have a chance to
see what it is like for Latin
Americans at most ecumenical
gatherings.

Each day at Nairobi parti-
cipants will be confronting Jesus’
question and meeting others
striving to answer it, Dr. Brown
invited |is hearers to listen parti-
cularly to those answers that
initially threaten them most.

“If your present answer
focuses on Jesus the personal
Saviour”, he said, "“then be willing
to confront Jesus the Liberator
whose social message threatens
all the human securities you take
for granted., If Jesus the Revo-
lutinary is the one who now gives
you hope, then hear| also the
Jesus who reminds you that evil
is embodied not only in the

little boxes in °

ik diseards, whose cry not oni

oppressive social structures
also in svery human heart,”

but

Speaking of Jesus the Liber-
ator, Dr. Brown said he frees us
“from the false securities by
which we fry tc make our lives
secure” and “jor the possibility
of seeing the world through eyes
other than our own ',

“For our time"”, he said,
“to see the world through eyes
other tham our own has simply
Bot to mean seeing it through
the eyes of the poor and dis-
possessed’’, Noting that the cry
of the hungry is overwhelming,
he said: *For this time and
this place, the claim of Jesus to
bring freedom, and the cry of
oppressed peoples for freedom.
converge and cannot be separted.”

Ouoting the Latin American
theologian Gustavo Gutierrez, Dr,
Brown urged reaching out to the
1non-person
5 " for
food but for meaning in life is
simply not heard.

Jesus
with and on

(0]

frees us to struggle
bebalf of those
others" who are poor and dis-
possessed,

“I can be freed to struggle

for a world in whicn my own
standard of living will have to
be significently lowered, as we

work for a more equitable distri-
bution of the world's resources
through a restructuring of our
political and economie systems,’

He drew applause with the
etatement that he asa US citizen
could be freed to struggle for a
world “in which napalm is no
longer an instrument of diplomatic
pressure. "’

But Jesus also divides, Dr,
Brown said. Commitment to him
divides Christians from the majo-
rity of the human family who
make no such commitment inclu-
ding Jews, Hindus, Buddhists,
Marxists and humanists. Im addi-
tiou to sociological divisions, Jesus'
sermon at Nazareth pointed another
type of division. “‘The good news
he brings to one group is (initi-
ally at least) bad news to another
group. If Jesus' liberating message
is good news to the poor, it
means that the rich stand to loose
something. If slaves are freed,
slave owners feel threatened,”

Noting that the Latin Ameri-
can liberation theologians use the
story of the Exodus as a frame-
work for proclaiming liberation
today, Dr. Brewn continued: " If
it id good news to South Ameri-
cans that God promises to free

(Contd, on lasi page)

the one the world
| lmpores, uses, crighes and_ then,

Development Thrusts

A mew .ethos to premote de-
velopment initiatives in Asia was
the subject of intensive discussiong
held recently at the CCA Office,
Singapore. Such: an ethos would
mean that the churches must
play a positive role in the deve.
lopment struggle in the use of
their land and money, in tha
process of education and in the
form which their life takes, It
was felt that two kinds of break.
through were needed, Firstly
withtn the church, from an elitist
way of viewing opportunities for
a change to one rooted in the
people. Secondly. among church
leadership from consultation to
involvement in action programmes,

WEDDING

Thuraisingam — Singaratnam

The marriage was solemnised
‘at 430 p. m, on Friday, 28th of
November at the C.S, I, Church,
Udupiddy of Mr. Benjamin Wijea-
son  of

nathan  Thuraisingam
Mr. ‘and Mis. C.

chch

Singaratnam, Retired
Principal of Atchuvely Christian
College and Mrs. Singaratnam of
Udupiddy.

Rev. Sam Thampoe officiated
assisted by Rev. E. R. Rajarat-
vam. Rev. K., S. Jeyasingam
preached the homily, A reception
followed at the bride’s residence,
" Sukantham, Udupiddy,

HOUSE FOR RENT

Rev. Paul's bangalow
Love Lane, Uduvil,

Apply i —
Mrs. Sathianadhan,
Holy Trinity Church,
NuwaRA ELIvA,

IN MEMORIAM

i

Loving

MEMORY
OF

Mrs. Margaret Sornam Welch
Departed from this Life on 6-12-68

" How jowful is the hope
that lingers
Witen loved ones cross death's sea
That we, when all earth's foils
are ended
With them shall ever beg, V ’

Remembered with much affection

by her loved enes,
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The Freedom of Knowledge

Of all the rights and freedoms to which organised humanity com-
mitted itself without dissent, on that. memorable day the 10th of
December, 1945, the most precious are those which secure
the inward freedom of man, the full and unimpaired right to think
and believe freely, What constitutes the humanity of man more than
anything else is this right to be and to become.

The core of these rights is enshrined in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and in Article 18: " Everyone has the right
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion ; " And in Arti-
cle 19: “ Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expres-
sion; ...... and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers,” Oral communication
may be outpaced by books, these by newspapers, these again by the
radio, and soon TV may outstrip all these; but, the essemtial thing is
to ensure that those who have ideas to communicate should be free
to de so and for the readers and the listeners to judge. It is
not for a group with State power behind them to seek to enslave
the minds of men, whether through direct control of mass media, or
through indirect control, such as advertisement patronage or newsprint
allocation or enhanced postal charges. Or, the betrayal may spring from
the minds of clever speakers and writers who themselves lack firm commit-
ment to truth, Yet, the theory of freedom of thought and expression
extends to "pranting freedom to propagate error”: for, ‘it is the truth
itself which suffers when the expression of error is foreibly suppressed.”
When all is said, the freedom of information remains the touchstone
of all the freedoms,

*
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Neither is the State entitled to control a nation’s seats of lear.
ning. Indeed, the university, based on things of the mind and spirit,
like religion, is society’s safeguard against the State based on power,
For, on one hand, the university is central to natiomal growth, its

quality as a seat of learning being the measure of a nation's
development. On the other hand, in a world perplexed by the
peril of uncriticised ideas, the university and university men

have a positive function of standing for the ‘intellectual virtues',
It is in this context that it becomes the duty of all those connected
with higher education and all those who value freedom, to defend
' the autenomy of the .upive.__r_sitg_ as the i-nsLiﬁpggg_ahle-,
: A corollary of such institutional’
freedom for the university is academic freedom; which is another
name for freedom of thought and expression of the individuals who
make the university community. It is the right to decide for them.
selves, "' who may teach, what may be taught, how it shall ba taught,
and who may be taught.” In essence, it means that only those who
teach in the university should direct the inner process of its education
in much the same way as those connected with the profession of law
alone function in the legal system. Ideas should originate at that
level and seep upwards rather than be imposed from above, certainly
not be imposed by the State and its agents,

Where article 20 speaks of "the right to freedom of association
and article 21 of *'the will of the people” and of “the right to,
take part in the government of the country,"” this applies as much
to university government as well as to the rest of government. For
the university not to be concerned with promoting the freedom of
knowledge will be to perform less than its mission; for it to com-
promise with the State over its own autonomy would be treason to
civilization,

* » L]

Equal access for evetyone to the university is part of the freedom
of knowledge. Article 26: “Everyone has the right to education
Higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of
merit." Equal access also derives from the concept of equality before
the law (Art. 7) and the prohibition of discrimination oo grounds of
race, language or religion (Art. 2).

The safeguard against racial discrimination is that in the world
of today, “with so many bright prospects, everywhere, and the new
concept of life - long education, no one will agree to become a second
class human, with less equality and less dignity than his fellows,
and less chance of self-fulfilment, grounded in his native land.” If
of students belonging to the same country, sitting the same examination,
baving followed the same course, sometimes in the same schools
(like- Royal, St. Thomas’, Ladies) one ethnic group finds to their
dismay that huodreds who secursd lower marks get admission to
the university because of a device called media-wise " standardisation,”
unknown elsewhere in the world, they would certainly be material,
with their parents, for the “brain drain ",

Alas, education which should be ths instrument for creating a
counter-society based on human rights, should itself have become a
force for unbuilding this young nation! If the unlversity is to help
the wation to further its unity and identity, it should no less develop
its own fuly identity, Else, what a short-sighted belrayal of the ideal
of the freedom of knowledge !
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He served Jaffna College
for 36 years

We are sorry to record the
death which occurred on Friday
(28th of November) at Vaddukoddai
of Mr. Louis Soundranayagam
Williams {71), the son of the late
Rev, E. T. Williams and Mrs.
Williams, former Workers im the
Jaffna Council of the Sputh India
United Church, Mr. Williams was
on the Staff of Jaffna College as a
teacher of Chemistry for 36 years,
He retired in 1964,

A person of stropg religious
convictions and confirmed values,
Mr. L. S. Williams held a large
place in the life of the church
and the community, He rarely
missed the Sunday Church Ser-
vice or the Wednesday Morning
Communion Service at the Vaddu-
koddai Church.

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence on Sunday (30th
November) at 4 p. m. Rev. L. N.
Hitchcock conducted the Service.
The Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran in
his Sermon referred to the para-
ble of the Talents and said that
all talents big or small are God's
trust given to man. Soundram
Williams was one who was con-
scious at every turn that he had
to give an account of his talents
to God. His life was one lived
in the backdrop of Eternity.
Whether as a teacher of Chemis.
try for more than three and a half
decades or as a Churchman, he
always read widely and was well
informed in many fields, - Bishop
Kulandran referred to his cloge
asfociation with Soundram Wil-
imms for many years from the
tithe they were university students
in/ Colombo and Calcutta to the
time they both lived as neighbours
at Vaddukoddai when Soundram
often shared with him the knowledge
he had acquired by reading, He
was one who would certainly be
greeted with the words * Waell
done, Thou good and faithful ser-
vant, Enter thou into the joy of
the Lord.” The Service conclu-
ded with Prayer and Benediction
pronounced by the Bishog, the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,

The committal was also per-
formed by the Rt. Rev. S, Kulan-
dran, assisted by Rev. L. N, Hitch-
caock. The deceased leaves behind
besides his wife Lily, three daugh-
ters Mrs, Jeyarajah, DMrs. David
Jesudason and Mrs. Selvarajah,
and a very large circle of rela.
tions and friends to whom his
sudden parting had meant a
very sad wrench.

lnEni&? of Ashes

The ashes of the late Miss
Grace J, Paul M. A, (Columbia),
daughter of the late Revy, Issac
Faul and Mrs, Paul were brought
to her vyillage, Uduvil, on Wednes-
day, the 3rd of December at 5 p.m,
from Colombo and were interred
at the Uduvil Chureh cemetery,
The Service was conducted by
the Rev. D. R, Ambalavanar, the
Presbyter of the Uduvil Church,
At the conclusion of the Service
the Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran pro-
nounced the Benediction,

Satellites can save lives

“In Bangladesh we lost half

a million lives” says Arthur C.
Clarke, British Scientist and
writer who was in Sri Lanka,

“because, though the U.S. Satel-
lites tracked the 1974 monsoon
rains all the way, getting infor-
mation to the people did not
exist.” He also said that with-
oot information from satellites,
Hurricane Camille which lashed
the southern United States in
1969 would have taken 50,000
lives — equal to all the American
casualties in Vietnam. “The
economic implications of using
satellites to predict the onset and
extent of the monsoons, are
gigantic' says the scientist. The
weakness lies in the ground com-
munication networl,

Arthur Clarke is the author
of *2007 Space Odyssey™ and
" Rendlezvous with Rama.” He is
one of the world’s leading science
fiction writers and space prophets.

Jesus as Liberator, Unifier
( Contd. from first page)

them from the modern Pharachs,
it can only be bad news to North
Americans to discover that aceor-
ding to the Exodus scenario mapy
of us are serving in Pharach’s
court and that Pharach is finally
doomed.

Later in the question period
Dr. Brown sagreed that the situ.
ation of division wasa Provisional
one and should not be overempha-
sized, But he was soncerned, he
ssid, “that we do not mave so
quickly to Jesus as Unifist tomk
we ignore our divisions.™

Turning to Jesus as Un.iﬁgr’
Dr. Brown outlined the task ahead,
“We have to demonstrate that
we have been sufficiently liberated
to go beyond our divisions and
begin to embody the unity to
which Jesus the Unifier calls us,
There is only one way to do that,
he said, and that involves confes-
sion and repentance before God
and to one another,

“This will involve reaching
out our hands to ene another at
risk, officially and unofficially, indi-
vidually and coporately, hoping to
be heard and accepted, but willing
if necessary to endure rebuff
patiently, believing that sooner or
later the healing power of the
risen Christ will be able to reach
out across the awesome divisions
by which we are presently scarred,

“ By making such steps to-
ward one another we could begin
to incarnate a little more fully
the unity we so easily talk about,”
he said.

A new affirmation  for
Nairobi 1975 might be the follow-
ing: "We intend to struggle to.
gether” —not only with one
another assembled here but alge
on behaif of all God's children
noi here assembled, especially the
non-persons, the ““wvery least”
of the sisters and brothers of
Jesus Christ, At the suggestion
of a questioner, Brown amended
this statement to - “struggle to.
gether in love".
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