- kumar was
- Apedshakan

B9

‘Sam A'fred officiated.
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The Christa Seva Ashram ST, JOHN'S COLLEGE AND
INITIATION OF SEVAKA APEDSHAKAN RRUNDIRULE GO

Ponnuthurai  Joshua Scoriya-
initiated as Sevaka
Ithe Second stage in
the First Order of the Ashram
Community) on August Z2lst,
1076 on the occasion of the
37th Anniversary of the ChristaSeva
Ashram, founded by Rev. S.
Selvaratnam (Periannan) of revered
memory, at Maruthapamadam in
The programme’ for the
day commenced at 6 a.m. with
the Holy Communion Service at
which the celebrant was the Ven.
J.]. Goapapiragasam, the Arch-
deacon of Jaffoa,

The Service of Initiation,
commenced at 8-30 a.m. Kev.
The Les-
sons were read by Mr. Fonou-
thurai, (the father of Sooriya-
kumar,, Mr. W. N. Thevakadad-
cham and Mr. G. N. Edward
{the Chairman of the Ashram
Boardl.

In Tis brief “teltnieny beiore

the ceremony, Soorivakumar
referred to the influences in his
life which bad made him take
the Vow of Obedience. He re-
ferred particularly 1o Periannan
and the impact of his personality
on im whie bhe was sull young.
The death of his uncle, Rev.
1. T. Yesusabayam (Sinnannan)
bad kindled 11 mim a desire to
coutinue his labgurs, "It 1s God
who calis and it 1s He who
makes us fit tor His task " were
the words ot Perianpan which

encouraged hum to join the Ashram

Community.

LCetter from America

August 6, 1976
There is ‘'so much to write
that I have limited myself to an
airform for fear 1'd fill a whole
*Star'. Today Jeyasingh Dawvid
finishes his 6 weeks' summer ses-
sion, Next week, DMNrs, Bunker
and daughter, Grace will drive
50 mules to collect him to spend
the week-end, Then Dlrs. Bunker
will drive him to Hartiord to get
a bus for Boston, He will stay
here till is College reopens about
Geptember 6, The day after he
arrives, 1 go wiih Patton and his

famly to our Maine Cotlage.
Tomortow Dr. Mabendran
calls for me at 8 a, m. 10 drive
me to their new home, for the
day. He bhas set up private prac-
tice in & suburban community.
They bave two sons. Neshan
{2nd grade) and Dilan. A meonth
ago, betore Dr. M, D, Daniel took
off for a conference m Sri Lanka,
the Mahendrans came here with
curried chicken. Dr. Daniel joined
us and we picknied out in our

packyard under the pear tree.
Not long ago, the De Silvas,
Jvar and Maurine dropped in en

Rev. Sam Alfred initiated the
candidate and put round his waist
a white chord with a knot, the
symbol of poverty. The Rt. Rev.
D.]. Ambalavanar, the Bishop of
the J. D. C.S. L. offered the Dedi-
catory Prayer as the candidate
knelt at the altar.

Rev, A. C. Thambirajah prea-
ched the Sermon. He reminded
the ~Apedshakan of the pgreat
tradition behind him and his res-
ponsibility to live up to that
tradition. Here at the Ashram
there will be many who come
‘heavy laden'. It should be his

task to give them an 'amchor'.
He has to constantly sanctify
bimself for their sake. The Chair-

man of the Buard presented the
eandidate with a Bible and a cross.

The Service concluded with
a lyric and the DBedediction pro-
nounced by the Bishep, the Kt
Rev. . J. ;imbalava.n?.:.

A Public meeting was held
in the evening with Mir, G. N.
Edward, the Chairman of the
Ashram Board in
Addresses were delivered by Rev.
D. S. Tharmapalan of the bletho-
dist Church and Mr. ]J. 8. S
Anantham, Asstant Food Controlier,
Jafina.

The programme for the day
ended with a rebgions play en-
ttled  “The Story of Moses™,
The play was staged in the Selva-

ratnpam Memorial Hall at the
Ashram.

their way to Boston. Then 1 had
a briet glance -of Dr. Arulanan-

tham who came to pick up some
curry powder ms mother bad sent
‘by Jeyasingh David.

Today I received a letter from
our cook John's son, Lawrence,
whom we belped imitially to go to
England to study engineering. He
bhas had his first year exams and
received 5 Disuncrions apd 3 Cre-
dits. Very saustying, He reporis
he has not been sick since he
arrived 1o England, ‘Thisis espe-
clally good to hear for when he
was 1o Ceylon he had chrome ear
trouble and frequent bospitalisation.

lid died three wmoaths
only but already Ll bave
plan a new way of hile.

ago
had o
Because
my home 18 conventeutly located
pn the way L0 our Maine collage,
1 bave
A terridic thunder storm wrenched
a huge Limb trom a tree and
hurled 1t right on top of Paton's
car. Robin won 50 dollars with
3 Bicentennial Cootest Story and
Nancy recerved a Certilicate of
Commendanon from the Governor
of hber State, Virgiwa for her
eiforts in beautilying the towa,

had lots of famiry vVISIUDE.

the Chair.

ADMISSIONS — 1977

Vacancies (St. John's College) only in the following grades:

One .[196*?,1: Four (1967); Six (1965); Ten (H. N. C. E.—1960)
and Eleven (Adv. Level — 1954),

2. Vacancies (Chundikuli Girls' College) in grades:

five (1966).

3. Applicants stould have been bern AFTER

of the year in brackets.

One (1969) amd

the 31st December

Apply before 30th September on forms available frem the res

Please send stamped, addressed, long envelope and postal order

4
pective schools,
e
for Rs, 2/ per form.
6, Admission test pn Saturday the 9th October, 1976,
Vo

the admission test.

Scholarships available for those who do exceptionally well at

PRINCIPALS

“ Partners for Progress”

Along with 13 private sector
firms, the Pandaiterruppu Parish
Multi-purpose Co-operative Society
is taking part in the West Berlin
Trade Fair this year (August 26
to. 30} The Weut German
Government bad given a geucrous
grant to Sri Lapka to cover all
EXPeutes - A

Lanka Stall.

cumrage. . the

" Pariners for Progress' as
the l'air 15 called is an annual
event 1n West Berlin to enable
developing counlilies 1o promote
thewr industrial and agnculiural
products to buyers from Europe.
Hand-made batiks, wooden furni-
ture, rubber goods, toys and bis-
cuits will be some of the fare
displayed by the Sri Lanka Stall.
The United Garments I[nter-
natlonal Ltd,, Artexport, Associ-
ated Dia Shirt Company, Leathe-
rettee (Ceylon) Lid.,, Malkanthi
Bauks and Handicrafts are some
of the private firms participating
at the Fair, Rubbensed fabrics
and bicycle tyres made in Sri
Lanka will be displayed for the
first tume this year.

In August, the services in
Church are taken by lay people.
1 am to preach and 1 am drawing
my material from a little book
that was written by the aunt of
Charles Winsiow, the son of the
Uduvil Winslows, He was sent
here when he was eleven and made
the voyage safely. Bur on his
way from Philadelpiia to his
grandparents in  New Eungland,
he got pnenmonia and died, A
year later his mother died 1n
child birth,

Congstauce,
recently found a book with clip-
pings over LU0 years MM ast
were about weddings or lunerals
of her relatives, But there was
one clipping about  our Jatfna
College, Kev. Mr. Hastings. e
came from nearby Clinton, N Y,
1 must get Constance o type that
out for me and 1l send it to you,

Derethy Lockwood

My Dbrother's wile,

old.

Bri
1

Pl R

JAFFNA CHRISTIAN UNION
ANNUAL CONVENTION

AT
St. John the Baptist’s Churchs
Chundikuli
on
9th, 10th, 1ith September, 1976,
Chief Speaker:
Rev. Wesley Ariarajah,
D, Th M.

-
DAILY PROGREAMME

7-00 a. m. Holy Communion Ser-
vice with Sermon.

5-30 p. m, Singing,

6-00 p. m. Revival Meeting,

0O Offering will be received.

O Hymn Books will be on sale.

Saturday 11th, 9 a. m, —4.30 p, m.
PROGRAMME FOR YOUTH.

Rev. Kingsley Muttiah V., Canagisabai
Secretary Prestdent

WANTED
From September, 1976
a Christian Lady Teacher
preferably unmarried
Trained to Teach in the
Uduppiddy Church Nursary.
Apply to:

Mr. V. 5. C. Ratnasingham
Manager, Uduppiddy, Valvettiturat,
140 — 200

6 X 10/-

"IN MEMORIAM

Salary

Y

ARULPRAGASAM WILSON

RAJASEKARAM
Died: 29-8-1969
Always so dutiful, loving
and Rind
Such « wonderful father
is hard to find
We thank Thee Lord
amidst our lears
For those precious joyous
Fedrs,
Affectionately remembered by
his loved ones.
Station Road,
Jlﬁ'ﬂln !

L

—
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Guest Editorial
Youth Participation in the Life of the Church

“Youth is the hope of the future
Without anchor to the past
Its a strong seaworthy vessel

With a sturdy keel and mast.”” (DoNiTa M. DYER)
Young people representing youth organisations and other churches
met in Arusha — Tanzania recently for a  wyoulli conference.
This enabled the committed youngsters to debate, discuss and
analyse religion, political, social and economic sitnations in various
countries and to make positive recommendations for action within
youth organisation — of which the contribution made to the workshop

on youth of the W.C.C. was highly commendable.

Many who were present at this meeting realised for the first
time that the concern of youth of the whole wide inhabited world
was the same. They came to face the fact that the world crisis was
nothing accidental. The underlving or grasstoot facts of crisis is
the unequal and contradictory character which the world wide ex-
Unable to solve the economic problem
for the future of humanity, it survives by oppressing the majority
of humanity who are coatrolled by increasing under-development.

The youth understood the full meaning of liberation from exploi-
tation and oppression and decided to involve themselves in the
struggle against this system. They wvoiced their opinion pot as
Christians in a vacuum but as members of Churches, They urged
the Churches to create new soczieties in which the fullness of liberty
is not the reserve of a few but the daily bread of all.

The voice of the young expressed concern about various matters
of which the things that stood our were:—
- 1. ‘Imperiahst Ecomomy’ — They denounced the continued de-
velopment of an imperialist economy stemming from the capitalist
gconomic system.

2. The young people of this universe were called to support
those Churches who are in the fore-front of the struggle for human rights.

3. The developed countries served on!y as a possible donor to
alleviate the suffering, of hunger and starvation by affording “gifts ™.

4, The Churches were called to fight the oppressive forces —
political, ecopomic and also cultural —in our society, so that the
members be liberated to their complete humanity, free from sexual
discrimination,

Of many other concerns, worthy of mention are:=

" The denouncing of racial discrimination.

The challenge to all to fight for justice and liberation,
Last but not least — The concerns of youth in society.

The Churches were called to be aware of their responsibility to
share in the concern of youth and to review Christian education
making Christianity relevant to the lives and issues of youth, The
youth called upen the W. C.C- for full representation of the younger
generation at various levels of activites.

To this cry the W.C.C. responded, giving 10% of all represent-
ation oo the staff, committees, comnussions and all activities of the
W. C. C. to young people.

The Committee of the Workshop on Youth declared that the
activities of youth im the W.C,C. should be orgamsed so as to
enable youth as a whole to discover for themselves the freedom and
unity in Christ, to speak out their concerns and insights effectively
and to take part acuvely at all levels of the ecumenical movement.
The sole idea should be to bring the insights of the youth into the
central life of the W. C.C. in all respects of its work.

For the further growth of the ecumenical movement it is indis-
peasidls o raise and reinforce ecumenical awareness in the congre-
gation and parishes so as to bridge the gap between the W. C.C.
and the member Cnurches. In some countries this means the churches
and the people have to overcome selfish and nparrowminded provin-
cialism in order to become aware of the ecumenical dimension of
the Charch and the responsibility for the suffering all over the
world.

The issue of personhood has always been in the minds of the
youth — especially women — who have sought to fight for the right
of equality in all fields,

In many a country we see individuals and organizations exer.
cising power so as to protect themselves,
their owa possessions.

therr own structures and
It is this use of power which has perpetuated
a relationship of violence. Violence seems to be a reality of our
present existence, It has implications, for our understanding of our
ideas of the concept of man and the relationship of persons
other in terms of freedom, justice and human

to each
rights.
This has to be studied in depth and insights shared
- v
Fhe fact that the youth delegate representation from Uppeala to

I 3 b2 2 y
Nairobi has been stepped up from one Per ceal L0 ten per ceot goes

to prava the impartance of youth participation n world councils today

E J

Methedist Chuvel

North — East District Synod — Summary of Chairman’s Address

today is uncertain
of its future. Most men arecon-
fused, Many are anxious. Many
are despairing without any hope.
On the other hand, many hopes
of many kinds claim the allegi-
ance of millions, Some ars old.
Some are newly born. Some are
revived, some not yet clearly de-
fined. All their hopes profess to
satisfy human longings which we
as Christians have too often neg-
lected and in this sense the very
existence of these other hopes is
a judgement upon the church.

Mauakind

There is the secular man who
believes that science and techno-
logy would solve all human pro-
blems. He believes in the inevi-
table progress of man and disre-
gards and denies God’s Sovereignty
over the world, He believes that
men should rely om their own
powers to realise the good life
for themselves. This is the iliu-
sion of Scientific humanmsm. The
History of the Western technological
world has clearly proved that this
hope is nothing but illusion, As
under developed people in scientific
technology, we may hopefully look
forward to this illusion as some-
thing wvery real and necessary.
But the Church has a task by
which it should fearlessly insist
that man’s hope 1s in God and
not in himself. The Christian
doctrine of sin describes precisely
the situation 1 which every man
stands. The denial of God and
the rejection of His Sovereignty
over all human bhistory, opeus the
way, to the idolising of ihe party
or the economic system, where
man lozes his worth, his character
and his individuahty.

In our own country we face
the revolution that is at once
social, political and religious. The
result of this s a stropg and
growing sense of Natiomalism to-
gether with a revival of eacu
community’s concern for its own
cultural, lipgwstic and religious
heritage. It i1s good there should
be a revolution and & renaissance
for social justice, for better hiving
conditions, tor the preservaton ot
lingwstic and cultural heritages,
In this situation the church 1s
called upen to engage far more
seripusly 1n 1Its missioaary task.
This must include a real effort
to understand the faith and bope
by which so many thousands of
our country are seeking Lo shape
their nmational and personal lives.
Nevertheless we should warn our
leaders and their !oliowers that
wherever absolute claims are made
for races cultures or languages
disaster follows., The cburch 1s
the community where people of
different culture race and language
hive together as members ol one
gingle body and 1t 18 the church
that must buwild a uoied Lanka,
If we fail surely God will chogse
some other means 1o achieve this
end, It 15 God's wil that man
should be free. We as a church
cannot remain alool when
freedom 1s

man's
threatened, A8 A

church we must &et ourselves

against every political, economic,
social and cultural oppression. It
is God's will that ‘' Justice roll
down like waters and righteous-
ness like a mighty stream’. The
church should therefore fight
against every unjust discrimination
against class or race and every
denial of human rights. God calls
the church to the ministry of re-
conciliation in a world that is
divided., But a church that is
divided within itself cannot bring
about healing and reconciliation.
This is a challenge to those who
love the church. A church which
is not involved in a desperate
quest for its own unity can say
little to a divided community.

The church is an instrumest
of God's grace in Christ. But
the church is not the only instru-
ment but there are many instru-
ments. Time and again God by
passes a sterile and frezen church
and works His purposes out mn
some other way.

Where the church refuses to
be an effective instrument of re-
concilliation, (God moves through
other imstruments. God is not
contained 1m the church. It is a
previlege and terrible responsibility
of proclaiming the good news and
being the continuous demonsiration
of how God works m the world.

In this context we should say
a word about the relation of the
church to other religioms. It is
important 10 note that we are not
called upon to defend Christ and
the church either by condemning
other religions or by entering into
A mere dialogue rying to find
points of simuarities or of difter-
ELCES. We are 031].}‘ wilnesses to
what God 1 Christ bas done for
us, apd 1n this task of winessing
we seclk po condemuation, ol the
other religious or cowpanson with
them. We are wilness 10 Hum
and let us not forget tbat task,
Already the Chonstian faith has
made !lS 1MPACt on olber religions,
In the Buadbist and Hinau rewvi-
vals we see the iulluences of
Chrnistianity at work., ltis God's
problem a@and Dot ours to make
final judgements on the olher reli-
gions. It is tar more important
that we should devote ourseives
being 1n situations where God
may use us (0 bring encougter
between Jesus Christ and all mep,

The world is where we live,
The revolution around us is qur
urgent context and God's instru-
ment. Keconciliation 1s the world's
hope and God's purpose. Ths
church 1s God's structure of re-
conciliation. Let us go from here
theretore with that sense of com-
mitment that our task 1s to " make
all men see what 15 the plan of
the mystery hidden for ages in
God  who created all things —
according to the eternal purpose
which He bas realised in Christ
Jesus our Lord ",

Rev, M, A. Ratnarajah

Frinted for the Jaffoa
Mutthews
Mr. Alvappillai Rajasingam, 330,
Premn, Kankesapthyipi Ruad,
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