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RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Jaffna College
Board of Directors

At the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Jaffna College Board
of Directors held on Saturday the
12th February at Vaddukoddai,

the following were elected as office
bearers.

Chairman: Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam

Vice-Chairmian: Mr. 1. P, Thurai-
ratnam

Secreiary: Mr. S. S, Selladurai

Treasurer: Mr. K. A. Selliah

Dr. Victor Benjamin was elected
as a member of the Board of
Directors.

Rev. Eric Gass, Secretary of
the Inter Mission Business Office
(Bombay) represented the Board
of Trustees at this meeting.

G. G. Ponnambalam
Passes away

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, the
leader of the Tamil Congress and
one of the Presidents of the Tamil
- United Liberation Front died at

‘the Ipoh Hospital in Kualalampur

on Wednesday the 9th February.
He was 76 years of age at the
time of his death.

His body was flown to
Colombo by a special plane on
Friday the 11th instant. When
it was kept at his residence in
Colombo, Prime Minister and other
members of the Cabinet paid their
last respects to the departed leader.
The following day the body was
brought to Jaffna by a special
plane and was kept at the head
office of the Tamil United Liber-
ation Front and at Veerasingham
Hall. A mammoth crowd was
present at the funeral obsequies
on Sunday morning which com-
menced with the performance of
religious rites. Tamil United Li-
beration Front Parliamentarians,
Mr. J. R. Jeyawardne, Leader of
the U. N. P.,, Mr. E. L. Sena-
nayake, M. P. for Kandy, Mr.
Chelliah Kumarasuriyar, Minister
for Posts and Telecommunication
were present at the funeral. Mr.
J. R. Jeyawardne said that history
would record the name of Mr.
G. G. Ponnambalam as one of
the greatest men of our genera-
tion. Mr. Kumarasuriyar said that
the late Mr, S. W, R. D. Bandara-
naike and the late Mr. G. G.
Poonambalam were considered
among the 12 best speakers that
Sri Lanka had produced, Mr. A.
Amirthalingam, Secretary General
of the TULF said that with the

sudden demise of Mr. Ponnam-
balam, the light of a luminous
star in the political and legal

firmament of the
extinguished,

country was

The body was then taken on
its last journey to Pt, Pedro for
gremation,

WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION

The following office bearers were elected for the next
nium at the General Assembly held in Colombo last week :

Chair Parson :
Vice Chasir Parson :
Gemeral Secretary:

The following were appointed

Yebio Bereket
Betsy Anderson
Emidio Campi

{ Ethiopia)

( Canada)

( Switzerland )
to the Executive Committee:

AFRICA | Ajayi Nical ( Sierra Leone)
= Quashie Komlavi (Togo)
AsSIA Marshall Fernande (Sri Lanka)
- Sarit Tangrakulpaisan ( Thailand )
EUROPE Lena Olsen ( Sweeden )
i Pavid Snowden ( Britain & Ireland)
LATIN AMERICA ' Carlos Piedra { Cuba)
S £ Gustave Astudillo ( Venizuela )
MippLE East Salim Nasr ( Lebanon )
y J Samir Youssef ( Egypt)
NORTH AMERICA Grillo Laura (U.S.A.)
o % Riva Nelson (Canada)

Letter from America

Dear f{riends,

In the U, S. we have been
having the coldest winter in
memory. My state, Massachusetts,
gets its natural gas from Algeria,
so my house has been kept at
65 degrees. This means I wear
3 sweaters, heat my orange juice,
and venture out only briefly, say
from house to heated car and
then to store, church, or post
office. There's ice and snowbanks.
We have had 60 inches of snow.
Buffaloa, New York, next Niagra
Falls, bas had 12 FEET. In
Ohig, Pennsylvania, South Dakota
and other places schoels and
industries bave closed. No energy
or heat. Some country families
have been completely cut off for
as long as a week before special
snow ploughs and trucks or
helecopters have gotten thro’
with food, heating oil, and medi-
CInes -...an Last night President
Carter sat before a blazing fire
in his library, relaxed, wearing a
cashmire cardigan sweater, and
talked to the Nation over the
T.V. The energy crisis was a
main topic,

I had a Christmas letter
from Mr. Richard Hitchcock, who
was born in Ceylon. He writes,
“1 am completely recovered from
the operation last year on my
left knee, whereby an artificial
knee-joint replaced the old one.
Now I can walk, run and swam
as well as ever...... The chief
event in our lives this year was
the 3-week summer visit we made

to the Soviet Union, We visited
4 capital cities: Moscow, Kiey,
Yerevan, and Tiblia, as well as

Leningrad, the former capital of
Russia. We travelled by plane
except for one bus trip, the
better to see the high Caucasus
Mountains, including Mt. Elbus,
at 18000, the highest in Europe.
And between Leningrad and
Moscow we rode overnight by
fast non-stop train. The chief
impression I got was the energe-
tic modorpisation and industrias

lization of the country: Moscow
seems to have about as many
cars as N. Y. City, in sharp con-

trast to what we saw in 1930
when most transportation was
horse drawn ...... Huge blocks of

housing are being built, especially
in the suburbs. We visited many
art museums, and old churches,
turned into art museums. People
everywhere seemed friendly...”

Dorothy Appleby arrived in
the U. S. on January 7. The
weather was so bad she counld
not fly on to Albany, where Dr.
Holmes was to meet her, but
bad to travel by bus, arriving
at midnight. There followed a
2-hour ride to Lake George,
where the Holmes’ now live. They
can walk om the frozen lake to
islands & half mile or more away.
Mrs. Holmes' mother has been
living ‘with them, but just re-
cently she has moved to a small
nursing home, very near her
daughter. Aectually, there are only
4 elderly ladies in this friendly
house.

I expect Jeyasingh to arrive
tomorrow afternoon for the week-
end. On Monday he has an
appointment with an adminis-
trator at Boston College (a R.C.
institution, not Boston University,
which was founded by Methodists),
After Jeyasingh receives his M. A.
from Smith College and Clarke
School for the Deaf, he will go
to Perkins School for the Blind
for a period of 6 month’s train-
ing, His academic work will be
at Boston College, While he is
here, he will sing in our church
choir on Sunday, collect some
of our slides to illustrate the
talks he is being asked to give,
and visit the Niles'

I'm beginning to anticipate
the short visit of Merrick's family
in the summer. Ian (finishes
grade 1 on June 10, and starts
grade 2 on September 1, so the
family will be travelling bstween
those dates. They plan to fly
west via a stop in London, and

(Conitd, on last page)

quadren-

2. Short courses

CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE
FOR THE STUDY OF
RELIGION AND SOCIETY

A Seminar on

“ Education and the Indian
Plantation Worker in Sri Lanka”

will be conducted by
Mr. G. A. Gnanamuttu,
assisted by two estate workers

at Trimmer Hall, Jaffna

on Saturday, 5th March, 1977
at 9-00 a. m.

All are welcoms.

Canon V.S, D. SATTHIANADHAN
Director
18th Feb., 1977,

A

Service of Thanksgiving
tor the life and work
of

Dr. (Miss) E- M. Thillayampalam

will be held on

Saturday, Sth March, 1977

at 7-00 a. m,
AY ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH,
CHUNDIKULL

The Service will be followed
by the Interment of the ashes.

The presence of old girls, friends
and relatives will be greatly
appreciated by her Niece and

Members of the College.

CHUNDIKULI GIRLS' COLLEGE
JAFFR 4

WANTED

Teacher :

(1) For H.N.C.E. and
N.C. G. E. Commerce

(2) For Advanced Level
English on a part-time
basis.

Apply before 26th Feb., 1977
_to the Principal,
Jatfna College, Vaddukoddai.

FARM SCHOOL COURSES

TaMIL MEDIUM

1. One wyear full time course
will commence in April, 1977.
This course is open to boys
of age group 16 to 22 years
with 7th Standard as mini-
mum qualification.

in Poultry
Keeping for girls.

Apply to.
PR[NLI!’AM
J.C. T. 118 an&s-:haa‘ﬁ
Maruthanamadam, Y
Chinnakam,

V
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Hospital Sunday

in the month of February is observed as
It is a day of thanksgiving to God
who

The Second Sunday
Hopital Sunday in our churches. lesg ‘
for the selflesi service of the dozens of Medical Missionaries,
toiled and suffered on our soil and to pray for His guidnnceb and
care for our hospitals. It is also a day set apart to instill in to
the mind of every member, the need for Christian Medical services
in our country and to make them participate in this very vital mission
of the Church,

The spirit of adventure and zeal involved in the work of a
Medical Missionary are best known to the world through the lives of
Dr. David Livingstone and Albert Schweitzer, who laboured in Africa.
But in point, of fact, Medical Missionary work was started by the
American Ceylon Mission much earlier. Even Rev. Warren, who was
one of the first missionaries who came to Jaffna is said to have done
a certain amount of medical work when he arrived at Tellippallai in
1817. But systematic work in this direction was commenced by Dr,
John Scudder when he opened a dispensary at Pandaterruppu. Since
then the American Ceylon Mission and its successor, the Jaffna Dio-
cese have continued to carry on this labour. Naturally Missionaries
had to change and it so happened that the places also changed.

Dr. Samuel Fiske Green, one of the most colourful personalities in
the annals of American Ceylon Mission, began his work in 1847 at Vaddu-
koddai and transferred himself to Manipay in the next year. He not merely
set up a hospital still carried under his name atthe same place but
also started a Medical School which was the chief source of supply of
medical personnel to the government as long as it existed. In the
belief that all Education would bein Tamil, he edited the translation
of eight classical Epglish medical works into Tamil. But since
government adopted English as the medium of insiruction, Dr. Green’s
medical books are only objects of curiosity at the present time,

The Americen Mission pioneered in another branch of medical
work to which much attention has seldom been paid till recent times.
Most medical work, whether run by government, missionary sources
or other agencies had been of a general nature. Misses Mary and
Magret Leitch were the first to start a hospital at Inuvil purely for
women, Dr. Isabella Curr took charge of it soon after and the
hospital has continued to render yeoman service to the women of
Jaffoa since then.

There are, of course, other outstanding names in the history of
Mission hospitals in Jaffua. Of these, perhaps that of Dr. William
Jameson who laboured at Manipay from 1924 to 1937 is the one
best remembered. Dr. Jameson later went back to U. S. A. and
enjoyed a lucrative practice in his own country. But he always
looked back to his work at Manipay as the most useful part of his
life,

The question now however is whether the present era, when
certainly in Ceylon and even in other countries, the State is taking
over most of the work once done by private agencies and the drive
is towards a Welfare State, there is a place for Mission Hospitals,
The question is best answered by the people themselves. Though
all government hospitals in the country are crowded, still not merely
the rich but even the poor seem to think that they get the kind of
service they appreciate more in a Mission Hospital than elsewhere.
Anyway, we cannot but be thankful to God for what he has allowed
the Medical Missionaries in this country to do and for the work the
successors are still doing. The Mission Hospitals do not mean to
enter into any competition with State, The State certainly in
Ceyion is all powerful but the Chureh's duty entrusted to it by its
Master, who according to scripture spent a good deal of time healing
people and making them whole and this duty it will feel bound to
carry oo within the scope allowed to it by circumstances,

S. J.

Letter from America
( Contd. from firsi page )

and trafic are English style ...
The new Ceylon Inter=—continental

is the epitome of the American
: style hotel; th G T
Norway, where a Kodai School typical of the esta::i];e Jo?::rl

classmate of Merrick's, an Ameri-
can, lives with his Norwegian
wife and 2 little boys. When
they arrive, lan will be just 7;

hostelries, recently renovated and
air-conditioned ... Colombo is an
intriguing blend of sld and new.
It has a

1 1500 seat convention

nd Brian, 43, ]

a ; v Tz ; r and conference center, the most
From a travel article, “Warm modern in Asia and the Pettah,

Sri Lanka is a Friendly Isle”. a centuries old market place,

270 miles long and 140 miles where thousands bargain, barter

wide, a Buddhist country of 13

and buy everything from fish te

million, (6 million in our early filigree silver ... You can rent a
days) ... The Temple of the piloted, 4-passenger helicopter for
Tooth is considered Buddhism's $100 g day ...1 wouldn't re-

most sacred shrine ... The British
influence is mnoticeable, English
J8 widely spoken; steering wheels

commend driving a ecar yvourself,
The country has some of the

wildest terrain and road bazzards

Methodist Church of Ceylon

VICE - PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

by

Professor George Thambyahpillay, M. A., Ph. D. [Cantab)
Professor of Geography, University of Sri Lanka,

( The main poinis from Prof. George Thambyahpillay's
address to Conference. )

(Contd. from last isswe)

The Minister of Agricalture
had selected the major part of my
thesis in introducing the Land
Roform Act in the National State
Assembly. Some of us then in
our expertise pesitions may be
called upon to address ourselves
to situations such as this as
citizens of this land. Immediately
preceeding the Non-Aligned Con-
ference, the Sri Lanka Association
for the Advancement of Science
organized a ‘' Science Session of
the Non-Aligned Countries Ex-
pertise '’ to reformulate the process
of development in the context
of our societal dimensions. Thus,
for example, there was unanimity
that the developing countries
should emphasize the rural thrust
so that the colenial attitude of
urban development must be
minimised. This rural thrust was
to eliminate congested living and
its manifold consequences of slum
development, to prevent the dehu-
manizing process and so on, We
in Sri Lanka will soon be called
upon to change ouor life styles,
Nairobi has already made a clarion
call in this perspective to the
Christian people.

This brings me back to my
focus on the redemptive process.
In its mission to the world the
established Church calls upon the
laity to be effective participants,

It is usual to think of the
laity as “ somebody who is not
ordained ”, " somebody who has
to play a secondary role to the
clergy”, or a 'non-professional
church worker.” This aspect was
demolished long ago at the World
Council of Churches meeting
at Evanston. But to most of
the laity present here the signi.
ficance of the “laos” asthe peo-
ple of God and the laity as "God's
people labouring in God’s world
has not been sufficiently instilled.
The moment we are baptised in
His name we are straightway
" committed " in the sense that
the parents and the people of God—

the Church congregation — are
1 have ever encountered, Cars,

buses and trucks seem to enjoy
playing “chicken” with oncom.
ing traflic before pulling over to
the cerrect side of the road, at
the last minute .., Kandy —said to
be the world’s most beautifully
located city ... Sigiriya — acclaimed
as one of the greatest feats of
engineering in history ... a hotanical
garden, the finest in Asia — one of
top bird-watching spots in the
world — 460 varieties ... more than
1000 miles of beaches v precious
and semi-precious stones for as
little as % of the U.S. price ...
There is jungle country where
elephants drink at tanks, gigantic
ancient Irrigation resevoirs that

are miles long,
The above ia

travel brochure.
Dorothy Lockwood

part of the

committed toa Christian upbring-
ing of the iofant. The YMCA
here in Sri Lanka debated the
theme of "“who is a committed
Christian”. We realized every
Christian is already committed
when he calls himself a Christian.
It is simply that we baveto dis-
cover our particular form of com-
mitment to His service. This will
vary from individual to individual.
Speaking of commitment, I would
even enlarge on this theme to
emphasise that every Methodisé
(or for that matter every mem-
ber of the denominational Chur-
ches) is ultimately commitied to
the disappearance of denomina-
tionaglism. Soon after 1 was cho-
sen by you as the Vice-President
slect someone remarked that I
may be the first non-inducted
Methodist Vice-President for soon
Church Union would overtake
Methodism. If I may be frank I
wish that this had been so0. 1
would not have had the privilege
of assuming this high office. But
the Lord wants us to loose our-
selves so that He may be glorified.

Let us as the people of God
be fully involved in the horizontal
perspective of the redemption of
God’s world that is Sri Lanka,
but not forgetting the very neces-
sary vertical dimension of our
God-man relationship. We ars
but pilgrims here in Sri Lanka,
eventually to be called to the
ultimate hope that is our Lord
Jesus Christ. Let us then acknow-
ledge Jesus Christ as the Lord
of our lives,

A Service of Thanksgiving

tor the life and work
of

The Late Victoria Nallammah
Kathiravelu
will be held at the
C. S.1. Church, Nunavil

on Thursday, 3rd March, 1977
at 9-00 a. m.

Friends and Relations are
cordially invited,

IN MEMORIAM

.

IN LoviING REMEMBRANCE

oF
REV. RAJU COOMARASAMY
Died: 19-2-1969
God grant you peace and His
eternal bliss !
Though in our home your
fenderness we sadly nifss,
But thankfully rejoice that a
Jather deay
Will meet us, beyond the wveil
when we appear.
Affectionately remembered by
his loved ones at
" Noelsthan ", Navalar Road,

—
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