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RIGHTEQUSNESS  EXALTETH A NATION BUT

SIN IS A REPROACH

TO ANY PEOPLE

A Gift to Our Diocese from
Bishopwearmouth Church,
England

The Newsletter for the week,
the 27th February te &th March,
of the Bishopwearmouth Church
of Sunderland has this interest-
ing and important announcement,

“Our Lenten offering will be
given this year to support the
Diocese of Jaffna, in the United
Church of South India. Mr. &
Mrs. Selva who worship with us
are from this diocese, and one of
them will be saying something
about the needs of their diocese
at the beginning of the 10 2.m.
Service. Tins are available at
the West end of the church, if
you wish to put some money
aside each week.”

Mr, & Mrs. Selva mentioned
in this letter are Dr, P. S,
Selvachandran, Medical Superin-

tendent of the Green Memorial Hos-
pital, Manipay, who is on leave
now in England, and his wife.
Mrs. Selvachandran at the morning
service of the 27th February spoke
of the work in our diocese and
made an appeal on behalf of the
Bishop and members of the Dio-
cese for a general contribution
toward the ‘Workers' Pension
Special Reserve Fund.

Ourselves

Morning Sitar: Englishi Editor:
Mr. L. S. Kulathungam

Asst. Editor: Mr. S. Jebanesan

Tamil BEdstor : The Rev. N. W. G.
Sugunarajah

Asst. Editor:
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Mr. S, J. Manickam
Mr. A. Rajasingham

Please correspond to:
English Editor, Vaddukoddai,
Tamil Editor, Parsonage, Manipay,
Manager, Vaddukoddai.

A Service of Thanksgiving

A Service of Thanksgiving in
memory of Vietoria Nallammah,
the wife of Rev. N, Kathiraveluy,
worker in charge of the Nunavil
Church, was held on the 3rd inst.
at 9 a.m. at the Nunavil Church,
Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam conducted
the service. Miss Thevamalar
MNavaratnam sang a thevaram and
Master Niranjan Gunaratnam ren-
dered a special song. The Les.
sons were read by Mr. K. Nir-
malananthan and Mrs. P, N. Para-
manantham, The Litany of Thanks-
giving was led by the Rev. N.
Kathiravelu. A tribute to the life
and work of the deceased lady
was paid by Mrs, S. T. Asseer-
vatham. Basing her tribute on
“Be still and know that I am
God " she described Mrs. Kathira-
velu as a woman of quiet, humi-
lity and love. These qualities she
bad acquired from her mothet,
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issue,

here are semes more important items of business transacied al the

sessions ;

(5) With regard to rules
passed by the Diocesan Council
last year that divorcees and those
married to non-Christians should
not hold any office in the Chureh

or be members of Church Com-
mittees,
(a) the recommendation of the

Executive Committee that in the
case of those who are already
married to a non-Christian part-
ners, the Bishop may make an
exception in cases where all the
children bave been baptised and
the Christian partner and all the
children are fully identified with
the life of the Church, was
accpted unanimously by the House,

(b) the recommendation that,
in the case of divorcees, the
Bishop may give dispensation to
a person declared as the inne-
cent party by the Diocesan Court
was accepted by an overwhelming
majority, with only two people
votmg agamst it.

"7l The resofution~of—hes—=ehRdilic

Araly Church asking for a Com-
missien to go into the adminis-
tration of the Diocese was taken
up for consideration, The House
agreed to waive the Constitutional
requirements of one month's notice
for the introduction of such a
resolution in this instance. After
a full discussion the motion was
put to vote and lost, by an over-
whelming mejority, only its pro-
posser and the seconder voting
in its favour.

(7) Arising from the report
of the Morning Star Committee,
it was resolved to request the

Hon'ble Minister of Education to
refurn to the Mission the past
copies of the Morning Star which
have been taken over by the
Jaffna Campus, of the University
of Sri Lanka.

(8) When the report of the
Pension Fund Committee was
presented, the Bishop announced
that the Tamil Congregation
which meets at the Putney Church
in Enpgland had sent in £100/-
which the Executive Committee
bas decided to include the
Pension Reserve Fund.

in

Mrs. E. K. Yesuthasan. In the
earlier years ol her husband's
ministry she was a great help to
him, taking an active part in con-
ducting aan efficient Sunday School

and Cottage Prayer Meetings. But
the later years illness prevented
her doing this. The Rev. A. C,

Thambirajah preached the sermon
on the text, "I am the Way, the
Truth and the Life”.

After service there was a
Fellowship Lunch at the parson-
age.

(9) The following amendment
to the Constitution of the Diocesan
Council, due notice of which was
given at the last Annual Mesting,
was passed by the House:

Section VII — Functions of
the Diocesan Council — present
Sub-section 15 to become Sub-
section 16 and a new Sub-seetitn
15 be inserted im its place to
read as follows :-

“To decide to surrender its
separate existence and umite with
another Church or Churches and
become part of the new Church
thus formed op such terms as
seem fit to the Diocesan Council.
Such a decision must be passed

by not less than two thirds of
the members of the Diocesan
Council.

(10) The following Ameud-

ments to the C. S. I. Synod Cons-
titution duly passed by the Synod
were approved by the Diocesan

(a) Synod Constitution Chapter V
Rule 3 —the first line to read,
" Men and Women will be ordained
as Presbyters in the Church of
South India...... ¥

(b) Synod Constitution Chap-
ter IV Rule 12 last section to
read, " A Bishop shall retire on

completion of his 65th year.”

(11} The Diocesan Council
approved of the Executive Com-
mittee's endorsment of the follow-
ing recommendations of the Synod
Theological Commission oo the
advice of our Diocesan Theloogi-
cal Committee. “C.S. . Congre-
gation outside the C.S, 1. area.

It was reported that there
are quite a large number of C. S, 1.
immigrants in the Gulf area and
in some big citiess of Western
countries like New York. The
instance of a C.S. 1. Mar Thoma
Congregation in New York was
cited as an example. It was
further stated that many of these
immigrants were not getting the
needed pastoral care and are in
danger of losing their identity.

the light of the circum-
mentioned above, the
recommendations are

In
stances
following
made :-

(1) We recommend that the
former resolution that the C. S, L.
should not recognise any congre-
gations outside its geographical
boundaries be rescinded.

{2) The C. S. I. should en-
deavour to make snitable arrange-
ments to help the C.S5.1. mem-
bers in other parts of the world
to get the needed pastoral care
and maintain their identity. This
may be considered in consultation

WANTED
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Apply i—
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OBITUARY

Mr. J. H. A. Alagaratnam

The death occurred on Wed-
nesday, the 2nd inst., of Mr. Job
Henry Alvapillai Algaratnam, re-
tired Extra Office Assistant, Jaffna
Kachcheri. He had been ill for
some time and was warded
the General Hospital, Jaffna.

The fuperal service at his
residence at Chavakachcheri was
held on Friday, the 4th inst., at
4p.m. It was led by the Hev.
K. S. Jeyasingam, assisted by Mr.
R. Solomon, worker in charge of
the Methmilst Churqh at Alvai

at

ehed the sermon, in the course |

of which he paid a tribute to
the life and work of the deceased.
The Rev. (Sevak) Sam Alfred
sang a thevaram. The committal
rites at the Chavakachcheri Church
cemetery were performed by Rev.
K. S. Jeyasingam, assisted by the
Rev. Sam Alfred.

Mr, Alagaratnam leaves behind,
beside his wife Felicia Perl Thava-
mony: Mr. & Mrs. P, Alagaratnam,
Dr. & Mrs. T, T. Alagaratnam,
Dr. & Mrs. K. Alagaratnam, Dr. &
Mrs, K. Alagaratnam, Dr. & Mrs,
D. Alagaratnam (sons and daugh-
ters-in-laws) ; Mr. & Mrs. Sebarajah
and Mr. & Mrs. Arunthavapathan
(sons-in-law & daughters) and 6
grandchildren to mourn his loss,

with the overseas Church bodies
concerned.

“"The C.S.1. should conduct
a survey of the Gulf area and

assess the needs of the C.5. 1.
members there. If the member-
ship of some is already in the

United Church they may centinue.
However, should a request come
from those who are scattered
and have no membership 1n any
Church, to become & separate
antity and maintain their identity
the C,S.1. should help them to
achieve their objectives".

(2) With regard to the 30
years provision for non-episcopally
ordained ministers in the C.5. 1.
the Diocesan Council approved
the endorsement by the Executive
Committee of the recommendation
of the Synod Theological Com-
mission that this peried be ex-
tended indefinitely,
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The Prorogation And After

The prorogation of the National State Assembl?' on fha 10th tclnf
February was as sudden and unexpected as the d:s\sqlutwn of }: ?
Lok Sabha by the Indian Prime Minister and her fixing the 16th o
March as the date for the new elections. The‘re hav::-.been several
parallels in the manner in which the two Prime Ministers of our
country and India have been running their Governrlnents. Most un-
democratic techniques have been adopted by both.hkle the declaration
of Emergency for long periods of time, the cens?rshlp Of the Pre:t;s,
the tampering with the judicial system, and ca§t|ng political enemies
into jails, While in all these matters the details are not th? same,
there is no escaping the fact the systems ‘fﬂu“‘fed by Mrs, Ell'{mavn
Bandaranaike and Mrs. Indira Gandhi are identical. .H::Jwever. in Fhe
suddeness and the unexpectedness of Mrs. Bandaranaike's prorog?.tmn
of the Assembly and the dissolution of the L.uk Sabha t}.JeTe is a
great difference. Mrs. Bandaranaike's prorogation hi.s admlnl‘stered a
rude shock to our people, while Mrs. Indira: Gandhi's resol_utlon only
took her country by surprise. The prorogation of the Natmn.al State
Assembly has been condemned by all people, except the S. L. F.P.
and its supporters. One could not have expected, in the face of the
assurance given to the National State Assembly, after_ a conference
of the leaders of all Opposition and Government Parties, that the
No Confidence motion against the Government would be discussed on
February 17, the Premier to prorouge the Assembly a week before
that date. The Premier herself had declared earlier that she would
give an effective answer to the Opposition allegations against the
Government on the matter of the strike of the Railway workers.
Her action has naturally made people regard it as an act of subter-
fuge. She and the Government, people justifiably say, could not face,
adequately, the Opposition’s allegations, and censures, and did not
wish their action to be exposed to the public at large. The country,
by their action, has been forced to be without a democratically elected
Government for about seven months. The country has been further
shocked to learn that the prorogation was made without the know-
ledge of the Minister Pieter Kneuman and his party, and that the
Speaker of the Assembly has not been officially informed of the pro-
rogation even up to date. Such undemocratic actions, as this parti-
cular one and others mentioned above, are bound to make g great
impact on the coming General Elections,

Il

I% -looks now certain that, even when the N. 5. A. meetson the
9th of May — three days before its dissolution — there will be ne
oppc;\éunity given to the Opposition to move the No Confidence
motion. The Government has declared that they have three important
and urgent Bills to be rushed through before May 22. One wonders
if it is 190t an act of evasion being adopted by the Government
to escape the exposures likely te be made by allowing the No Con-
fidence to be discussed. The Prime Minister and her Government
have repeatedly continued to describe the strikes of last December
and January as having been politically motivated, in spite of strong
denials by Minister Kneuman, the leader of the U.N.P. and the
L.S.S. P. and the Trade Unions concerned. Can one be blamed if
one regards the contemplated act of subterfuge also being politically
motivated ?

Chiara Lubich
Awarded Templeton Prize

mosi every year congresses in
different countries have attracted
an average of 50,000 young people,

She  was instrumental in
founding a hospital, schools and
factories in the Ca.meroons, and
work among the Very poor in the

Chiara Lubich, the foundress
of the Focolare Movement in
Italy, bas been awarded the Tem-
pleton Foundation Prize for Pra.

gress in Religion, it was an-

nounced in London.

In awarding her the £50,000
annual prize, the Foundation said
Chiara Lubich has been helping
people of many denominations to
grow spiritually by

emphasizing
*Love

one another as [ have
loved you'. Her contribution to
promoting unity among Christians
is one of the outstanding achieve-
ments in ioter-church and inter-

faith relations today. Chiara Lu-

bich has led many people to ba
lieve that a life based

on love

Is not ao  illusion and hag
inspired them to create real com.
munities and serve others in g
gpirit of simple Renerasity,

I'he Focolars Movement has
thjoyed an extraordinary impaat

on youth all over the world, Al

slums of Manila and Recife, Her
spiritual life has inspired
merable ecumenical encounters,
brought new life to parishes,
created new attitudes towards
society and work, and helped
many people to follow a cg)) to
dedicate their lives totally te God
and mankind,

inng-

The Focolare
spiritual

18 a modern
community in  which
members consecrate themselves to
God. Through this Chiara Lubich
co-ordinates and harmonizes g
vast complex of movements which
involve men and women of various

denominations, married and un-

married, laity, priests and religious,

in a new and dynamic way of

living and working tegether,
Born in Trent, Italy, in 1920,

Chiara Lubich later became a

By

John 10:14

Lyman S. Kulathungam

Jesus used these words after
the blind man, who had been
healed by Him, was excommuni-
cated by the Jews from their
fellowship. They were a stum-
bling block — unable to help the
weak, the poor and the unfortu-
nate, Hence, this was an opportune
moment for Jesus to declare that
He was the true Guide, the Good
Shepherd.

The title has an attractive
power, all its own. To enter into
the full meaning of this beautiful
image, we must know our own
weakness, our dependence on our
need of a heavenly Guide and
Friend, Self-reliance and self-
sufficiency are fatal mistakes.

We are often like the old
Roman pagan, who spurned the
idea of having a good shepherd
in Heaven, whom it was his
business to love and worship, It
was humilating to Him. It was
intolerable that he, with the blood
of the Scipios and Caesars in
his veins, should think and speak
of himself as a sheep, To him,
the Christians, who would do 0,
appeared a set of poor -spirited,
degraded and contemptible people,
who had never known what it
was to have a part in the majesty
of the Roman name. Why did
he want a shepherd in Heaven?
He depended on himself; he
trusted himself ; and, if life became
intolerable, he probably meant to
put an end to himself. That he
should be led, pastured, folded,
guarded — all this was out of the
question. He did net want to be
placed under a sense of obligation
to any one. He could have re-
flected that he owned his existence
to some Higher Being —a debt
that hs could never repay,

How many of us, even
Christians, go through life with.
out seriously thinking what it is
to have been created, what it is
to have a Creator, to whose
bounty all that we are and have,
moment by moment, is due,
What wonder if, like the Roman
pagan, we do not enter into the
happiness of devotion to the
Good Shepherd? Until the proud
heart is broken by a sense of
personal sin of unworthiness, by
the need of a Guide, and by love
of God, the figure of a Good
Shepherd would naturally be re-
palsive.

school teacher in the surrounding

villages, After unilversity she
became a leader of Catholic Action
and of the Franciscan Third
Order,

In 1944 she opened the first
women's Focolare in Trent and
was granted diocesan approval in
1947, Since then the movement
has spread to all continents,

The ceremony in connexion

with the Prize wiil be held in
London’s historic Guildhali on

Wednesday 6th A pril.
Information

Jesus, the Good Shepherd

There is an admirable fitness
of this figure to Jesus. It is
based on the charming relations
of the shepherd with his flock
in oriental lands.

“The Good Shepherd” —
the original Greek word — means
not only good, but also that in
the goodness there is a quality
of winsomeness, an attactiveness,
which makes it a lovely thing.
In Jesus there is more than suffi-
ciency — more than fidelily—there
is a certain loveliness,

The relationship between the
sheep and the shepherd should
include the care and sympathy of
the shepherd; and the never
faltering trust and never flagging
obedience of the sheep. The
shepherd gives his sheep food,
shelter, help im weakness and
trouble, and protection against
Differences between man

epemies.
and animal disappear. The single
point of union is felt strongly,

the love of the protector and the
love of the grateful life.

Jesus personally krows us.
A personal friendship is esta-
blished between the Lord and
each of His disciples.

He knows us, not merely as
we seem to be, but as we are.
To Him all hearts are open, all
desires known. From Him no
secrets are hid, Nothing that
affects us is a matter of indif-
ference to Him.

And He has an entire sym-
pathy with each one of us, a
deep love and care. Here is
a story of a very sick child, wha
was experiencing great suffering.
The mother sang to her, spoke
to her, shifted her. But the child
tossed and fretted. Then the
mother took the child in her arms,
The child whispered: “ Ah, mother!
That is what I want”.

The reciprocal affection bet-
ween the shepherd and the sheep
is a paralled of the affection bst-
ween the Father and the Son.

Jesus mever asks us to pgo
where He does not go, or to do
or suffer what He has not done
or suffered. His calling and the
leading are always united. He
calls that He may lead.

Helays down his life for us,
Jesus gave His life for Hissheep
out of His free will —out of
love — the same love as that of
the Father for the Son.

Self-sacrifice as that on Cal-
vary does not loseits virtue with
the lapse of years.

“May the God of peace, who
brought up from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd
of the sheep, by the blood of the
eternal covenant, make you perfect
in all goodness so that you may
do his will; and may he make
of us what he would have us be
through Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen,"

Hebrews 13:20, 21. (N. E, B)
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