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(1) Heostel Day:

The annual celebrations of
the U TC Hostel came off in
the form of a bright and gay
Dinner party in the College lawn,
on Friday, the 4th inst. The
Hostel Secretary, Mr. T. S, Prema-
rajah, presided over the function.
Mrs., Rima Kashya, a young jour-
palist on the staff of the Indian
Express, gave the Chief Guest's
address. She spoke in light vein
on “the City of Bangalore"”. She
also directs the plays put up by
the College annually. The occa-
sion also served as a Farewell
function for the outgoing hostel-
lers — some ten postgraduate and
nearly twenty graduate students,
All the teachers, clerical staff and
minor employees of the College
and their families were guests of
the hostellers at this party. An
entertainment programme with a
pumber of musical and other stage
items, including Ceylon Tamil
Pop Songs, brought the happy

evening to a close.

y, the 5th inst. The programme
started with an Exhibition of
Batik paintings done by students’
wives who took a course on it
and of articles produced for and
by the children of the U.T.C,
Nursery School. There followed
a Garden party, at which over
200 friends and well wishers of
College joined the College com-
mupity. The main event was the
public meeting, presided over by
President of the College Council,
Prof. T. Reuban. The Chief
Guest was Mr. Laksmana Rao,
a distingushed member of the
Indian Administrative Service, pre-
sently Administrator of the Ban
galore City Council, .

The programme consisted of
a Tamil devotional lyric by stu-
dents to the accompaniment of
several oriental instruments ; piano,
violin and flute recitals of Western
music also by students; a Naga
tribal song by North East Indian
Students; the Chief Guest’s add-
ress; distribution of prizes for
academics, sports and other extra-
curricular activities, The Princi-
pal’s Report gave details of the
staffl changes, students' activities,
library development, worship pro-
gramme, Finance and statistical
information about the college com-
munity, U T C students belong
to & npationalities, 21 language
groups, and over Z0 church affili-
ations; of the total of 164 stu-
dents, 115 are in the hostel, others
are in married quaters or else-
where. 47 new students joined
this year and 55 completed their
courses (25 B. D.,, 11 M. Th,

1 Special, 7 Y M CA). Of those
who completed post-graduate stu-
dies in April 1976, two Orthodox
Bishops, Mar Gregories and Mar
Aprem, were awarded doctoral de-
grees (D.Th,) by Serampore, one Lst
Class M.Th, and 7 2nd Clags M. Th,

OBITUARY
Mr. J. C. Kanagaratnam

We regret to report the
death of Mr. J. C. Kanagaratnam,
Worker-in-Charge of the South
Erlalai Church, on Monday, the
21st instant.

Jeremiah Chelliah Kanaga-
ratnam, who bailed from Usan,
had his Theological training for
iwo years at the Union Theolo-
gical Semipary, Pasumalai, and
joined the former Jaffna Council
of the S.I,U.C. in 1946 and
had been serving in the following
Churches since then: Erlalai
North, Pungudutivu, Varany-
Kudathanai, Usan, Moolai and
Chankanai. He took ill a few
weeks ago and passed away peace-
fully. His ministry was charac-
terised by deep piety and zeal
for his Master, He had some
musical talents and encouraged
the use of Carmatic music in the
Churches where he served. He
was a very popular worker in all
the churches he served and also
in the villages, where he counted
many Hindu friends.

e e .fi;ner;ﬂ service -t-uo.l.s' f}]&ic.;

on Tuesday, the 22nd inst., at
the Erlalai South Church, con-
ducted by the Bishop of the
Diocese, the Rt. Rev. D. ]. Am-
balavanar. The Rt. Rev. Dr. S,
Kulandran, the former Bishop of
the Diocese, preached the sermon,
on the text " The eternal God
is your dwelling place and under-
neath are the everlasting arms'.
Mr. V. Gunaratnam, Secretary of
the Erlalai South Church, and
the Rev. S. T. Aseervatham paid
tributes to the life and work of
the deceased. Mr. V. Gunaratpam
said that Mr, Kanagaratnam began
his ministry at Erlalai North in
1946 and completed it in Erlalai
Southin 1977. His simple piety and
humility were always appreciated
by the parishoners and the village
community. The Rev. S. T.
Aseervatham said that Mr. Kanaga-
ratnam derived much pleasure in
serving the Lord, He always
considered God’s work the primary
concern of his life. The Rev.
A. C. Thambyrajah and Mr. Henry
Selvarajah, a brother-in-law of
the deceased, also toock part in
the service. The remains were
cremated at the Erlalai South
Church grave-yard, the last rites
being performed by Bishop Ambala-
vanar, assisted by the Revds. 5. T,
Aseervatham and Sam. Thampoe.

Mr. Kapagaratnam, who was
64 years of age at his death,
leaves behind his wife Nesamani,
two sons — Jebanesan and Jeba-
rajabh; and four daughters — Jeeva-
ranjini, Selvaranjini, Sathiaranjini
and Jebaranjini; and a brother,
Mr, A. C. Nalliah, retired Station
Master and a sister, Mrs, Henry
Selvarajah.

THE TRIUMPHANT NOTE
B
Muthiah yRatnam

Next Friday is Good Friday.
Why only is this Friday " Good"
Friday? In Sinhala and Tamil
we call the day ‘' Maha Sikuradha’
and ‘ Periya Vellikkilamai’ respec-
tively, meaning " Great"” Friday.
Where lies its greatness? It is
great, because conturies back on
a Friday Jesus was crucified on
the Cross and died.

Many others toe had been
crucified, died on the Cross and,
even after death, had served as
buman torches in the nights around
the outskirts of Rome. Why,
alongside of Jesus too there were
two others crucified on that very
day. Then, why all this adulation
and adoration of this single person
who died in no manner different
from others? Yes, there comes
the real issue. He alone Is remem-
bered, for he had done no wrong.
If be had done no wrong, then
he did not deserve such a punish-
ment. The Romans famous even
up to date for their exemplary
legz_ﬂ system, so much so that

NOTICE

There will be no issue of
The Morning Star
on 8-4-77,
which is Good Friday,
Our next issue will appear on
15-4-77 as usual.

Manager

A
SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

for the life
of the late
MARJORIE ROSAMALAR
JEYASINGAM,
who departed this life on the
8th March, 1976,
will be held
at the
C. S. 1. Church, Chavakachcheri,
on
Saturday, the 16th April, 1977,
at 4-45 p.m.

All friends and relatives are
cordially invited.

Parsoﬁage.
Chavakachcheri.
1-4-77.

JEYASINGAM
ATPUTHARAJAHS
APPADURAIS,

““Sn TLdnka - even toduy practices
the same Roman Law, could not
have done such a hideous wrong,
He did no wrong. But was made
wrong for us. " On himself he
bore our sufferings, our torments
he endured, while we counted him
smitten by God, struck down by
disease and misery; but he was
pierced for our transgressions,
tortured for our iniquities; the
chastisement he bore is health for
us, and by his scourging we are
healed ....-- the Lord laid upon
him the guilt of us all.” Isaiah
54:. 4.6, He bore our guilt and
gave us health, To say it differ-
ently, he bore our sins and gave
us salvation; liberated us from
guilt sense complex and set us
free from the bondage of sim.
That was an epoch making divine
event in human history.

Jesus had promised that he
would draw all creation to Him-
self when he was raised. Jesus gave
his life a ransom for a many.
Here on the Cross He was the
great High Priest pleading and
reconciling God and Man. He
reconciled the rebel; restored man
to his cherished position as a child
of God; the Cross was converted
to be the throne of Grace which
all are called to converge upon
boldly because the price had been
pald. We are now bought. We
are His, as such co-sharers in the
victory over death.

That is the Victorious Ser-
mon of the Cross preached from
the greatest pulpit — the Cross.
All Christians of all denomipations,
even those outside Institutions, in
various groups, and associations
are all agreed upon this. They
converge on their centre, the Cross,
and its message. No one disputes;

Letters to the Editor
Sir,
Bishop Lamont of Rhodesia

The London Observer of
Sunday, the 27th Febrnary, 1977,
has two articles which should
interest us. The first is a long
statement by Bishop Donal La-
mont on "Why I'm defying Ian
Smith"; and the second, a much
shorter one by Laurence Marks
on ''the driving moral force
behind the resistance of Donal
Lamont". Let ustake the second
first.

Marks says that Bishop La-
mont was born at Ballycastle in
Ulster, one of six children. IHis
father was a small-town merchant

and a music-teacher. " After
reading English at University
College, Dublin, he spent five

years In Rome studying for the
(Contd. on last page)

But man has a great capacily
to twist the right into wrong and
vice versa., Instead of restricting
the longings, desires and lusts of
his heart, he goes on to punish
the body amd flesh and presumss
he can cheat his Creator by a
little weeping and gnashing of
teeth, interspersed with a few len-
ten services, revival meetings and
a little extra charity. Heis more
concerned with the Sermon on the
Mount, quibbling and confusing
himself and others with all intel-
lectual and metaphysical jargon.
By this process he has traos.
formed the victory into rearful
bowed head.

If one were to get close (o
{he Cross and listen intently (0
the words from it, we too would

be campletely transformed,
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Honour to whom honour is due

Phillips Brooks, a noted Bishop of the U.S. Episcopal Church,
once =aid: ''No man has come to true greatness who has not felt
In some degree tbat his life belongs to his race and that what God
gives him he gives him for mankind." Mr. S.]. V. Chelvanayakam,
the leader of the Tamil community, whose 80th birthday was reached
yesterday, is one who has been convinced that ‘‘his life belcngs to
his race, and that what God gives him he gives him for mankind".
If this were not so, he would not have thrown in 1947 himself — body,
mind and soul — into polities, and particularly into the struggle for
liberating the Tamils from Singhalese dominance. Ever since he broke
away from the Tamil Congress and became the leader of the Federal
Party which he founded in 1948, his leadership has never been challenged,
Today he is the leader of mot only the Federal Party but also of
the Tamil United Liberation Front. Even the comparatively small
number of Tamils who are outside the T.U.L.F. hold Mr. Chelva-
nayakam in the highest esteem, To serve them all became, and is,
the driving force of his life.

The universal respect that isaccorded to him is altogether different
from that shown to other leaders. The people admire and regard
others greatly for the eloguence, forceful advocacy of their cause and
leadership. But they revere and worship Mr. Chelvanayakam. To
them he is a ' Mahatma"”, The stropg soulforce behind all bis
actions has a firm grip on them and acts as a chastening and
purifying influence over their thoughts and deeds. He is, therefore,
already entrenched in their hearts.

Why have the Tamils placed their entire faith in him? Because
of his whole-hearted and unstinted devotion and dedication ta the
Tamil cause. He has no personal ambition, no axe to grind, no
ulterior motive. Though frail in frame and feeble in physical strength,
he is possessed with incredible strength of will and indomitable cour-
age to tackle hostile situations. The nonchalant manner in which he
faces the criticisms heaped upon him reminds us of these words of
a writer: ''As high mountains attract clouds and wvapours, so do
eminent men attract cemsure. They act like the conductors placed on
lofty buildings to draw the lightening from less elsvated objects.”

And, why is it that Mr, Chelvanayakam commands respect in
the Island as a whole, though known to be dedicated to the Thmil
cause? Because people realise that, even in furthering the Tamil
cause, he would do nothing wrong, nothing mean, and that he would
indulge in no subterfuge or dissimulation. They see in him an absence
of all the tricks usually associated with politicians. They look up to
him as a person from another sphere who has by accident of history
come into the political sphere.

{o the words of Channing ' The greatest manis he who chooses
the fight with invincible resolution; who resists the sorest temptations
from within and from without; who bears the heaviest burdens
cheerfully, who is calmest in storms, and most fearless under menace
and frowns; and whose reliance on truth, on virtue and on God, is
most unfaltering™. Such a man is Mr. Chelvanayakam. May God
caye him from his present grave illness and grant him increasing
strength and health to continue upabated, in the vyears ahead, his
cervice to the Tamil community and the country at large is our
prayer on his 80th Birthday.

Letters to the Editor more of every ome taking the
(Contd. from first page) Luther stand on all sorts of
{ i G i dayd fa B minor issues.
priesthood. Lt oy B LRt Marks also says tbat the

the Bishop says:
V' | becamme very conscious of
the effect of adulation of po-
litical leaders and of Sitate

Bishop in an open letter to the
Government wrote: ‘' The army
and the police have been officially
accorded excessive powers and

worship.” He adds, " We had guaranteed indemnity against the
a saintly German superior who abuse of them, Approval has
vied to get us to wunderstand been granteg for the bombing
o v ; and destruction of villages, even
what was going on in Ger-

though these should
nocent people.”

“Obstacles of all kinds have
been placed in the way of those
who seek either legal justice or
compensation for death or brutal
treatment or loss of property.

contain in-

many. He wused to say ihai
the ageof martyrs was always
with the Church. You have
to experience this yourselves."

" After the war years spent

teaching P ]?ublinr. il s.ent The media of communication have
to Rhodesia in 1946, becoming heen placed almost entirely under
bishop in 1957. He has been the control of ome politieal party,
speaking out against racial policies and are manipulated L:onstauﬂy
ever since. Some white liberals to suppress or distort the truth,”
have criticised him for lack of It Was immediately after publi-
caution, But Donal Lamont takes cation of this letter that the

Bishop was charged,

Now let us wait to hear
what the Bishop himself has to
say, Meanwhile are there memas

[_uther's uncompromising view of
the individual conscience! ' Here
I stand—1 can do nothing else.’

ludeed he sees the Church as an ries for us in what the Bishop

(nsivument of social protest’” 15 saying?

(Italics are mine), Dehiwela, 7-3-77. C.5.P.
Unfortunately we have geen [ Bishop Lamont has been

guly little of this protest sod now deported. Editor, ]

By
The Rev. Donald

One hears today the cries,
groans and pains of many pecple
in many quarters in Sri Lank_a.-
The Ceylon Tamils are gROIDE
through the bitter pain of racials
discrimination and injustices of all
types. The hill country Tamils
are continuing to suffer pain
through grave injustices due to the
consequence of citizenship laws
repatriation land reform, etc. The
pain of unemployment and poverty
is faced by many in the urban
and rural areas. The pinch of
the rising cost of living and the
rise in prices of essential cemmo
dities is felt by many people, but
most acutely by the poorer sec-
tions of our people. In spite of
all the boasted reforms, the gulf
between the ''haves” and the
*“ have nots "’ is painfully widening.
A general election is round the
corner and every political party
is offering balm to heal the wounds
and pains of the people and res-
tore them to perfect health.
Jeremiah, in his day, was
extremely suspicious of all the
superficial reformist and optimis-
tic attempts made to heal the
wounds and pains of his people.
He was, of course, referring to
the reforms of Josiah:—
“From the least fo the greatest
Everyone is greedy for unjust
gain;
From prophel lo priest
Everyone deals falsely.
They have healed the wound
of my people lightly, saying
" peace, peace”
When there is no peace."
(8:10-11)
Jeremiah not only preached
but identified himself fully with
the suffering and pain of his peo-
ple and cried out in agony:—
“Is there no balm in Gilead ?
Is there no physician there’
Why then has the health of
The daughter of my people
Not been restored ™ (8;22)
The presence of the Great
Physician bas been in Sri Lanka
for well over four centuries through
His Church. How have Christi-
ans made available to our people
His healing presence and power ?
YWhat were and are the factors

which obstruct His healing Mis-
sion ?

Christians do not believe in
a metaphysical God untouched by,
and uniovolved in, the pain of
people, but in a God who had
identified Himself with the pains
of His people right throughout
history and who still continues to
intervene and lead them into the
glorious liberty of the children of
God. God, the Creator, is also
the redeemer and liberator from
the groans and pains of the cos-
mos and history :—
“The Creation itself will be set
Sree from its bondage to decay
and obtain the glorious liberty

of the children of God, We
kunow that the whole creation
has been groaning in travaid

together wunitil now."
(Rom, 8:; 21-22)

1-4-1977 THE MORNING 5 TAR Vol. 137 No.
: IS THERE NO BALM IN GILEAD ?
The Morning Star THE BALM OF HIS RESURRECTION

Kanagaratnam

Izaiah most vividly describes

(od’s pain in involvement :—
“In all their affliction he was
afflicted ...... and lifted them up
and carried them all the days
of old.” (Isa.63:9)

Jesus Christ in His incarna-
tion, death and resurrection not
only took our pature upon Him
but also our pain and suffering.
By his death and resurrection He
sets us free not only from the
pain of sin, but also from our
social, political, economic and cul-
tural pains, groans and ills. The
festival of Easter is a significant
reminder to Christians that His
resurrection is our balm and hope
in the midst of our pains and
groans. Jesus who identified him-
self with the common people and
their pain was cruelly put to death
by the political and religious prin-
cipalities and powers, but Peter
in preaching his first sermon after
the first Easter with triumphant
faith asserts:—

“Let all the house of Israel
therefore know assuredly ihat
God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whont
you crucified.” (Acts 2:36)

And Paul says in the midst
of his sufferings: " No, in all
these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved
us”. (Rom. & 37)

Jesus' resurrection anchors our
hope. The Tamils of Sri Lanka
suffer frustration because all at-
tempts to solve their problems
have been brought to navnght by
political power blocks and vested
interests. Very little trust can be
placed on those who are trying
in various ways to fish for their
own selfish political gain before
elections in the much troubled
waters of Tamil sulfering and pain
in this country. There is no as-
surance of an easy path ahead
but the certainty that our Lord
Jesus experienced all the evil and
agony that the prinecipalities and
powers could inflict and neverthe-
less conquered them in His resur-
rection will steady our commitment

The call .to Christians is to
move out of their traditional moor-
ings of elitist styles of life and
pietistic comfortings. We have
lingered too long in these pietistic
reserves and ivory towers. The
time has come for identification
and struggle with the people in
the cause of justice and this has
to be done with love. Even in
the pain of hopelessness when
everything seems dark and dreadful
one has to hold on to faith, hope
and love. Jesus’ ery of despair
"My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" is also & cry of
faith to God. The Roman centur-
ion saw the healing balm in the
faith, love, and forgiveness of the
dying Jesus and boldly exclaimed :
"“Truly this man was the son
of God," (Mark 15:39)

Here is the balm for the
healing of the natlons and it is
this healing presence and action
which the Christians in our land
are called upon today teo manifest
in the midst of our bewildering
problems.
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