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Asia Youth Mission

The Asia Youth Mission has
been organised by the Christian
Conference of Asia, as a pre-
assembly rally that will bring to-
gether more than a hundred parti-
cipants from all over Asia to wor-
ship together and reflect on the
theme: CHRISTIAN YOUuTH IN
ASIAN SUFFERING aAND HOPE.

The general objectives of the
Mission are:

(a) to afirm and celebrate
_the Cbristian faith as good news
to the poor and the oppressed;

{b) to stimulate liturgical re-
newal arising out of life and
struggle of the people;

(c) to provide opportunities
for Christian youth to discuss and
interpret emerging issuss AmMODE
youth in Asia;

(d) to esplore ways by which
these issues can be put effectively
before the CCA Assembly.

The Mission will be held in
Hong Kong from May 14— 23,
1977. The following three have
been selected by the Nation Christ-
ian Council of Sri Lanka to re-
ese! Mr., Ananda

Miss Goanaratpam is an Old
Girl of Methodist College, Colombo,
and the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
C. ]. Gnanaratnam, of Dehiwela,

Colomba Corresponderit.

China’s Christians Remain
Loyal to Christ

Separated from their Western
roots and loyalities, deprived of
full time pastors, and without
national organisation or of Church

buildings, Christians in  China
remain loyal to Christ. That
assesment was offered by Dean
Jopathan T'ien-en Chao, of the

Chinese Graduate School of Theo-
logy in Hong Kong, during a
consultation on the " China ex-
perience ',

Dean Chao described the
Church in the Peoples Republic
of China as de-clericalized, de-
westernised, and de-institutiopalsed,
yet remaining a ' community of
God's people'. THe also stressed
the growing vitality and strength
of the Chinese Church outside the
Peoples Republic, which, he said,
has major responsibility for evan-
gelisation' of the large npumbers
of Chinese gutside Chinpa.

' Prospects for evangelism ',
Diean Chao said, ' must be seen
within the larger context of the
Chinese people as a whole and
China as @ nation, rather than
sgeing pockets of Chinese people

hare and there from whom indi-
viduals may be convertrd,” He
said Western Churches  should

participate in Chinese evangelism,

put only in an scumenical contest.
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The annual general meeting
of the Jaffna Inter Collegiate
Christian Fellowship was held at
Chundikuli Girls' College on Mon-
day, the 2Ist March. About 200
students and teachers from St.
John's College, Jaffna College,
Central College, Kopay Christian
College, Pt. Pedro Methodist Girls'
School, Uduvil Girls' College,
Vembadi Girls' High School and
Chundikuli attended. Miss Andrey
Reberia, the Secretary of the Sri
Lanka /S. C. M., afid Miss Rajini
Rajasingham, the Sri Lanka dele-
gate at the W.S.C. F. General
Assembly, were also present.

The meeting commenced at
3-00 p.m. with the devotions led
by the Rev. S. Mapopavan, a
former Student
LG F. M. R, E,.J. A Betn-
kavalar gave the presidential ad-
dress. The Secretary’s and the
_’I‘ressurer's reports were presented
by Mr. S. Jebanesan and Biiss R.
Sabaratnam respectively, The fol-
lowing were elected as office bearers
for the new year:

President — Mr. S Jebanesan

Treasurer — Miss K. Sabaratnam
Student President — Mas. D. V.
Navaratnarajah
Vice-President — Miss Shamini
Winslow
Student Secretary — Mas. C. A,
Arnold
Asst. Secretary — Miss Sugendra
Muthurajah.

Misses R. Rajasingham, Shar-
mini Winselow, N, Nagaratparajah
and Mr. S. S. Gurupadam, who
participated in the W.S.C.F,
General Assembly, spoke about
the procedings and deliberations
of the Assembly. ILeo Tolstoy's
" Candle" (Tamil adaption) was
staged by the S.C. M. of Jaffna
College. The closing service at
St. John the Baptist Church was
ted by Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah,
who gave an inspiring message.

New Principal for
Madras Christian College

The Madras Christian Callege
Council, which met on Saturday,
the 26th of March, 1977, appointed
unznimously Professor M. Abel
M. A, Ph, D, as the ;mew
Principal to succeed the present
Principal, Professor Bennet Albert,
who retires in 1978,

Dr. Abel is a graduate of
Madras Christian College and
joined its stafl in 1950 as Lecturer
in History and Politics. He
obtained the Ph, D. from the
University of California in 1961
and was appointed Professor of
Political Science in 1963, and was
Fiead of the Department of
Politics and Public Adm nistration,

Secretary of the

nt—Mr. K. B, J A 0
S e iyar PRRraa |

He was also the Dean of Hu-
manities of the College.

He is the auther of several
articles and beoks, the chiefl
of them being: State, Religion

and Idealogies; Government and
Palitics in India; and My Country,
My people.

A well known Christian leader,
he has taken an active part in
the affairs of the S.C.M. the
W..S. C. E. and the /€. S. 1, He
is 53 years old and hails from
Andhra Pradesh.

OBITUARY

Rev. S. Devapiragasam

We regret to announce the
passing away of the Rev. S.
Devapiragasam, for a long time

associated with the Madura Dio-
cese. When he retired a few
years azo, he had for many years
been Chairman of the Central
Local Council of that Diocese.
After retirement he settled down
in Madras, built an Orphanage
which he was carrying on. He
took ill when he was taking the
New Year Service at St. George's
- Cit¥&kral, Madras.c He  passed
on 3rd Jaouvary. He was
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will be mourned by a large circle

of friends.
®

Mrs. Ruth
Gnanasothy Arumugam

The death occurred of Mrs.
Ruth Gnanasothy Arumugam, re-
tired Lecturer of Palaly Teachers
Training College and former Secret-
ary of the Tellippallai Church,
which took place suddenly due to
a heart-attack at Tellippallai on
Sunday, the 20th March. The
funeral was conducted at her resi-
dence on Tuesday, the 22nd instant.
The Rey. D. C. Ratnasingham
officiated, assisted by the Rev.
(Seval) Sam. Alfred. The Rev,
K. S. Jeyasingam paid a tribute
to' the life and, work wof Mrs.
Arumugam. The committal rites
at Tellippalai Church Cemetery
were performed by the Rev, D, C.
Ratnasingham. She leaves behind
her husband, and three daughters.
Vasanthalgeln, Keethanjalie and
Cynthia,

[ ]
Mrs. G. J. Niles

Grace Jeevamani Niles, 57
years of age, and wife of Mr.
Theodore Niles, passed away peace-
fully after a brief illness in the
early bours of February 2, 1977, in
Kuala Lumpur, The funeral took
place that evening, The Rev, L. B.
Arudpragasam conducted the service
at the residence, church and cemet-
ery, while the Rev.]. . Ratnarajalll
and. the Revi T. V. Kovilpillal

offered prayers at bome.

WANTED :

Welfare Officer’s Clerk,
Jaffna College.

Applications are invited from
candidates who have passed the
G. C. E. (Ordinary Level)
examination,
Knowledge of accounts
will be an added qualification.

Application close on
3th of Aprl, 1977.

TREASURER, ]. C. B, D,

"IN MEMORIAM

Iy Lovivg Meyony
oF
JEYANAYAGAM, S. J.
Died: 19:3-1957
Ten years hiave sped swiftly by —
Through all its tossings no harit
For st was Thy hand o the lelm
That guided us safely thraugh.
If we keep the incense of prayer
Dburping

3 Om' loved Dn'g__;; g‘&u-raa we shall sec--

" You-'g'ratc_‘ful W.if-e;ﬁlnd.%m
Manipay.

Grace, who had retired in mid
1974 after almost four decades of
teaching in aided and Government
schools, was the daughter of the
late Rev. & Mrs. J. A, Supra-
maniam, well-known old residents
in Malaysia.

She leaves behind besides her
hushand, a son, of DMr. James
Niles; brothers: Samuel, Hobert,
Dr. James and John Supramaniam.

A service of thanksgiving and
remembrance was held at the St
James' Church, Sentul, Kuala
Lumpur, on the 5th March, 1977,

: [

Mrs. V. A. Sinnathamby

We are sorry to record the
death of Mrs. Victoria Arulammah
Sinnathamby, wife of the late Mir.
S. P. Sinpathamby, which took
place on Tuesday, the 22nd March,
in Jaffoa, The funeral service at
the residence of her son Mr. V.
Kiruparaj, 3rd Cross Street, Jalfoa,
was conducted by the lev. M. A.
Ratnarajah, assisted by the Rev.
S, Karunairaj, a son of the de-
ceased, The committal rites at
the Koddady Cemetery were per-
formed by the Rev. M, A, Katna-
rajah, She leaves behiod Sobi
(davghter J; Mr. & Mrs. Victor
Kiruparaj (son & daughter: in-law) ;
Mr. & Mrs. Regie Sinnathamby
(son & daughter-in-law); Amirtha
(daughter); Rev. & Mrs. S. Karu-
nairaj  (son & daughter-in-law ) ;
and Mr. & Mrs. Paul Thomas
(goniin:aw and daughter ),

.
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15th APriL 1977

From the Editor’s Desk

Land for Families

The Ceplon Daily News of the 2nd inst, states, 'the Land Re-
form Commission has made mdlvldual allotments of land to 60,194
families since May last year.” ''The total acreage given out in 3
to 2 acre allotments is 1,20,389." The acreage distributed district
wise is also given.

We should like the Land Reform Commission — or even the
Daily News — to give the public the breakdown according to race
for the following districts:

Amparai 1354 families
Batticaloa 3059 +f
Jaffoa 2052 5
Mannar 113 i
Puttalam 12918 »
Trincomalee 672 iy
Vavuniya 416 ,,
20584 0

There should be no hesitation at all to give the breakdown un-
less the figures have a tale of their own,

Scorecard on Human Rights

The Sunday Trmes of the 3rd inst. has a significant contribution
n '*Scorecard on Human Rights" taken from ‘‘ Time".

May we appeal to all countries giving aid to follow the example
of US, and authorise immediately an investigation into whether
countries receiving aid from them are violating human rights or not.
It is obyious that to give aid where there is a violation of human
rights is to encourage actively gross discrimination,

In this connection, apy recourse to article 2/7 of the UN
Charter regarding domestic jurisdiction is merely to turn a blind
eye to evil and injustice. Besides, this provision of 1945 is virtually
a dead letter today.

“Vengeance iz not mine”
|
" The Sunday Obse¢sver of the 3rd inst. has an article by Mr.
K. Nadarajah on “Big Task for Indian Government." Towards the
end of this article Mr. Nadarajah says that Mr. Desai has 'stated
categorically that vengence was not his.' He then quotes the actual
words of Mr. Desai to an interviewer:

“1 have no grudges, not even dislike. [ have actually no
ill-will, no bitterness at all, [ am not a man of emotions
in that sense.”

" These are tremendous words — tremendous because the words
are matched with deeds as in the invitatiens to Mr. Chavan, the
leader of the Opposition; and a visit to Mrs. Indra Gandhi.

One stands aghast that once again it has pleased God to use
a non-Christian ta be a living example — and this time of forgiveness,
Nearly all our problems, individual and group, arise from our un-
willingoness to forgive. We have had several changes of government
and every time the first thing that takes place after an election is
the wreaking of vengence on the losers. Those who suffer then
simply wait for their turn to come,

For us Christians, forgiveness is basic, These days we ara re-
minded of vur Lord's example when from the cross His first words
were on forgiveness. ‘There are several instances before and after
urging the importance of forgiveness, But we continue to preach
without actual deeds of forgiveness,

With another election ahead could we launch on an intense

campaign of forgiveness where our words will be matehed with our
deeds ?

A Service of Remembrance " Periannan ', like Enoch, lived in
e the presence of God. Like the
A Comminion Service fo thank Date Palm in the desert, Peri-

Geod for; and in affectimate remem. annan was

: straight, useful and
brance of, the late Rev. Sevak) S. pleasant in splte of adverse circum
Selvaretnam (Periannan) was con- stances, This could be attributed
ducted by the Friends of the Ashram  to the mercy of God, lllr: . .:
at 5-30 p. m. on Tuesday, the 29th source I’rom-v.»in'..h P 'mu': - :
March, at the Chapel of the ceived his spiritual fo

Christa: Seva Achram, Maruthapa- be
madam. The service was led by
the Rev, [cma\mk] Sam. Alfred and

the message was given by the
Rev, 85, \Imrlrwau.

tlv.'t}' remembered
Christian Comm um.y fic

ram Movement which |
in Ceylon and the ':llniis.;‘.‘.'.

of worship in which ha tock a

Rev. Manopavan ssid that keen interest,

Is this Justice ?

Dear Sir,

The " Sunday Observer' of
the 16th, January, In its first
page announced: ‘‘ Record earning
from tea in 1976, i.e. Rs. 1673.6
millien (i, e, 356 million more
than in 1975).

Two days later the ' Daily

Mirror " (18.1,77) in its first page
published a letter: ‘Death at
Rs. 3.50", and its Mirrorscope

(Editorial) commented on that

news ltem,

May T ask: Isthat the way in
which the country and its people
express their gratitude to those
who are responsible for such
"“record earning’ condemning
them to a slow death at Rs, 3.507
Or is it perhaps still cheaper?
Death at Rs, 0.501

Explanation: A Medical Ordi-
nance of 1912 decreed that the
Planters will have to pay Rs.
0.35 per day for every Plantation
Worker admitted to a Govern-
ment Hospital, simultaneously of-
fering to the Planters an annual
subsidy of Rs. 0.50 per worker to
look after their health.

That was a gentleman's agree-
ment.

Suddenly m 1975 a one-way
change was made: the Planter
will have to pay Rs, 3.50 per day
(no more the Rs. 0.35 ordered in
1912) but he will still get Rs,
0,50 ONLY as a health subsidy
(passed in 1912, 63 years earlier !),

Now that the Governmentis

the owner of both Plantations
and Hospitals, one cannot see
why this unpleasant discriminatien
should be made against those
who, with their sweat and suffer-
ing, body and blood, belped so
much to bring in the “record
earning in 1976, i.e. Ks. 1673.6",

Is this gratitude?

e Is this
justice ?

Everybody hopes that the
promise made by the Ministry of
Plantations and Health to elimi-
nate such discrimination will be
mplemented without any further
delay and any more victims at ...
Rs. 3.50 or Rs.0.50, The Chris-
tian Community is called to use.
all its influence to speed such a
social change.

Fr. Pio Ciampa, §. J.
Estate People's
Services,

Kabawatta,

TULF and the Colombo Seat

Dear Sir,

The news of a possible con-
test between the TULF and the
U. N. P, Leader for the Colomba
South seat is of interest, [ pre-
sume there are gnod political rea-

15-4-1977 THE MORNING STAR Vol. 137 Ne. 14
s Lett to the Edit But what s of interest is
T h e M 0 rnin g S t ar LBLETSD T 2 that the Tamils had supported

the UNP leader's distinguished
ancestor, who was the progenitor
of a long line of descendants
who have adormed and enriched
the public life of this country
and left an indelible mark in the
legal worid of Sri I.anka, fer
a seat in the Countil in Colombo
as far back as 1848. In thiS
context I am giving below an
extract from the Morning Star
(13-4-1848 p. 29), which indicates
that he had the sopport of a
large and iofluential body of
Tamils,

"We understand thata large
and influential body of Tamils
have signed a Memorial to the
Governor reguesting him to ap-
point to the vacancy in Council,
the Modliar Don Abrabam Wije-
singhe Jayewardene. His father,
a Tamil, was Meodhar of the
Army, and as Head of the guides
of Ceylon rendered important ser-
vices to the British which was
acknowledged by Governers and
Generals from North to BErownrigg.
Moadliar has wealth esough to be
quite independent and possesses
intelligence and activity.”

It is probable that the re-
ference to a Tamil ancestry may
seem incredible to some readers.
But the same can be said of
other political leaders of the
South also, as language in itself
is no indication of one's ethpg-
logy whatsoever, and this is so
particularly of those who came
to Ceylon during the Colonial
era. According to Senake Bandara-
paike (Sunday Observer, 23-11.73)
basing ethnology on ls.uguagg is
due to the “vulgar and crude
view held that those who speak
Sinhalese are from North India
and those who speak Tamil are
from Scouth India". And of the
Tamils who came to the South,
Mendis (Early History of Ceylon
p. 8) has said '"most of them
gradually adopted the Sinhalese
language as some of them still
do in some the coastal districts ',

[t is also of some relevance
to note that there were other
families, who wield power today,
who also served the government
of the day with distinction,

Yours faithfully,

Colombo. J. R. Sinnatamby.
L
“Our Mahatma "
Dear Sir,

May 1 join you in offering
my humble tribute to the great
soul. Once, several years ago, he
had been defeated at the elections.
I called on him and referred to
the ungratefullness of the Tamil
people and wondered if he should
continue to make sacrifices on their
behalf? He listened patiently and
then in five simple werds cut me
short, saying "' That-guestion-does.
not-arise'’, in his characteristic
way !

Yours truly,
K. Kularatnam
Professor Emeritus and former
Dean, University of Sri Lanka,

sons for the TULF to do so
and is, therefors;, in accordance
with normal pelitieal practice not
only in Sri Lanka but in all
countries  where democracy still
prevails

Mat '1c.

Mr, Alv a“n'.a. Hajasiogam, 330,

rintgd for ‘M Jafina D-ouuu of the Church of South India by Mr, Fhilip
residiog at 19, Ledy of Mipacles Enst Road, Juftan, and published by
Navalar Road, |atfpa, &t Spi Sanmuganathy

Fross, Kankesaothorai Koad Jatos, oo Friday, 13th Aprily 1997,
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