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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE
The Evangelistic Festival go;}kwurm }.In the S;aie of Perak, (QRDAINED A PRESBYTER J D G ST
alaysia. e served as Govern-
The Evangelistic Festival, of ment Medical Officer-in-charge EVANGELISTIC FESTIVAL

the Jafina Diocese of the Church
of South India, after a lapse of
two years is to be celebrated at
the Uduvil Church on Saturday,
the 21st inst. The Chief Guests
will be: The Rev. John Isaac,
Vicar of Christ Church, Kandy,
and Mrs. Kamala Isaac, Princi-
pal, Mowbray Girls' College,
Kandy. Both of them are expec-
ted to speak.

Jaffna Clergymen in
Australia

Rev. A. ]J. C. Selvaratnam,
formerly Vicar of St. John's
Church, Chundikuli, who left the
Diocese of Colombo of the
Church of Ceylon last year to
take up an appointment in Sa-
maoa, is now in Australia, He
has been appointed, with the
effect from the 18th March, the
Rector of St. David's, Frenchville,
Rockhampton, by the Bishop of
Rockampton, Queansland. The
dntms m-

achools in the Diocese,

The Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar

as Visiting Professor

The Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar,
Pastor of the Uduvil Church, has
been invited by the Council of the
Tamilnadu Theological Seminary,
Arasarady, Madurai, to serve as
a Visiting Professor in that Semi-
‘nary for a period of one year from
June, 1977. Mrs. Ampalavapar
will also be joining him during
that peried.

The Rev. Mr. Ampalavanar, at
the moment, is attending a five
weeks' Consultation on Evangelism
at Singapore, organised by the Hag-
gai Ipstitute — an International
organisation which promotes Evan-
gelism in the Churches.

Father of Family Planning
dies at 88

Dr. Amarasingham Edward
Duraisamy, O. B. E,, ]. P., a well-
known resident of Kuala Lumpur
for over three-quarters of this cen-
tury, a popular and able doctor,
philanthropist and social waorker
was called to eternal rest on the
nlght of the 1lth April, 1977,
Having been in feeble health but
active in recent years, he died
peacefully after being bed-ridden
a few days. Dr. Duraisamy came
to Malaysia from Ceylon in 1909
and graduated from the King
Edward VII Medical School In
1913, In 1914 he was appointed
to the Rockefeller International
Health Commission to investigate
t¢he high incidence of Malaria and

in various districts of Malaysia
till 1941 when he retired and went
into private practice. In 1938 he
was instrumental in the formation
of the first Family Planning Com-
mittee and was the first Chairman
of the Family Planning Associ-
ation of Malaysia. He was Patron
of the Assoeiation until his death.
As a post-war Municipal Council
Member, he also persuaded the
Municipality to set up welfare
clinics in Kuala Lumpur. He
received the Selangor J. P., and
0. B. E. for his meritorious servi-
ces in this department.

The funeral was conducted by
the Pastor of the Methodist Tamil
Church in Kuala Lumpur of which
he wes an active member for long
years, Dr. A, R. Kandiah gave
the eulogy at this service held at
his residence on the morning of
the 13th April. He leaves behind
to mourn his loss his wife Lily,
his first wife Satkunam having
pre-deceased him, son Mr, R. D.

Amarasiogham, daughters Param-
sothy, Satkunasothy and Gnana-

" sothy, —sensindaw Mr. S, J. V.

Ponniah, Dr. D.M. Thuraiappah
and Mr. Louis Paul, and twelve
grand-children.

A Service of Hemembrance
and Thanksgiving was held in the
Methodist Tamil Church, Kuala
Lumpnor, on the morning of Mon-
day, Znd May, 1977, conducted
by the - Pastor of the church,
Mrs. T, Selvasingham, daughter-
in-law, and Mrs, K. Navaratnam,
a niece of the deceased, rendered
a special Tamil lyric and the
grand-children an English song.
The eulogy was given very mean-
ingfully and effectively by Mr. S.
J. V. Ponniah, son-in-law, and the
sermon was preached by Dr,
Indran Devadason, grand-son, Mr,
R. D. Amarasingham, son, while
giving the Acknowledgement an-
nounced that the family of Dr.
Duraisamy has decided to set up
a scholarship fund named after
the doctor toward the support of
one ministerial candidate of the
Tamil Annual Conference of the
Methodist Church in Malaysia.
The scholarship amounts to $ 1,800
a year. Also, donations by a host
of friends and relations in place
of floral tributes amounting to
$ 1,500 has been given to the
Methodist Tamil Church, Kuala
Lumpur, for the extension of Sun-
day School rooms. The late Dr.
Duraisamy was a philanthropist
of the top order helping many in
need, especlally students in finan-
cial straits both in Sri Lanka and
Malaysia. The funeral and the
service of thanksgiving were atten-
ded by hosts of friends and ad-
mirers from various' races and
religions and Government Depart-
ments.

Malaysio Qorresponident

The Rev. Subramaniam Mano-
pavan, the worker in charge of
the C. 5. 1. Church at Navaly,
was ordained at an impressive
service as a Presbyter of the
Jaffna Diocese of the C. S: I.,
on Wednesday, the #th inst., at
the Cathedral Church, Vaddu-
koddai. The service, which com-
menced at 7-30 a.m., was con-
ducted by the Bishop of the
Diocese, the Rt. Rev. D. J. Am-
balavanar. The Choral Liturgy
was followed in the Holy Com-
munion Service.

The Rev. Sam Thawpoe,
Secretary of the Diocesan Council,
presented to the Bishop the
Candidate for ordination and then
read the Certificate of Authority
issued by the Bishop, The
Lessons were read by Mr. C.J.
Elyathamby, Mr, V. Anandarajah,
and the Rev. N. Subramaniam,
the father of the candidate.

The sermon was preached by
the Rev. K. S, Jeyasingam, based
on John 15:16: ' You did not

appointed you that you should go
and bear fruit aad thatyour fruit
should abide; so that whatever
you ask in my name He may
give it to you.” In the course
of his sermon,
referred to a wel-known picture
of a youug man commissioned by
Jesus to do His work, one hand
of Jesus sustaining the young
man and the other pointing to
him the world. This picture
conveys the truth that the Lord
is always with those whom He.
has chosen as His workers, It
is their duty to carry out the
task entrusted to them. It is an
undisputed fact that it is He who
bas chosen them. It is a mormal
practice of the Church te sepa-

rate some among us and entrust
them with special ministerial
work, Not only they should

believe that He has chosen them
as His servants and called them,
but the person themselves must
believe in His calling,

Mr. Jeyasinpgam mentioned
among the dutles of the Minister
the following: (1) He must

preach the word of God with
wisdom and force, The Gospel
is enough for all purposes, for
all peoples and for all times.
Hence, the relevancy of the Gospel
must be shown to the world, St.
Paul reminded Timothy, whether
it was a fit occasion or mnot, he
should preach the word of God.
The world is always saying " We
should like to.see Jesus'. Minis-
ters must show Jesus to the
people through their preaching,
life and service. (2) A preacher
should observe and administer
the various Sacraments. They
must gxplain to their copgre-

Mr, Jeyasingam. ..

-and communities,

(May MEETING)

will be held
on Saturday, 2lst May, 1977
from 8-30 a, m. to 4-00 p. m.
at the Uduvil Church,

The Rev. John Isaac
of Kandy, and
Mrs. Isaac
will be the chief speakers,

All are cordially invited,

(REV.) D. C. RATNASINGHAM
Evangelistic Officer,

gations the tradition of
Sacraments, their meaning and
values. The Church's Sacraments
are the Lord's. Hence, they are
of great help to those in need
and a blessing to them. (3) A
Minister should render real service
to the world. Instead of lording

these

~choose-ine,—but— F-shese-you-and  1L-OVEL others, he shonld. be the

servant of a].l. He should re-
member that “the Son of Man
came not to be ministered unte
but to minister ”. The Church
workers should minister to all
people in the Church and outside
(it even io these of other faiths
They must con-
sider themselves as co-workers
with Christ, For this they must
be ready to receive their power
and authority from the Lord,
ramambanng the words of Jesus

“As the Father sent me to you,

1 send you tothe world"”. They
must be convinced of the Lords
commission (‘' Go ye out into the
world”) and His promise ("I
will be with you always).

The following joined the Bi-
shop in the laying on of hands
on the Rev. Manopavan’s head:
the Revds. S. N. Sugunananthan
(a brother of the candidate),
N. W. G, Sugunarajah, S, P. Jeya-
singham, S. P. Vijayaratnam and
S. T. Aseervatham. After the ordi-
nation prayer by him, the Bishop
presented the new Presbyter with
a Bible and a stole.

The Litany was led by the
Rev. S. N. Sugupananthan and
the following assisted the Bishop
in celebrating Holy Communion :
the Revds. N. W. G. Sugunarajah,
S. P. Jeyasingham, S. N. Suguna-
nanthan and K. 5. Jeyasingam.
The two hours inspiring service
came to an end with the pro-
nouncement of the benediction by
Bishop Ambalavanar.

Those who were present at
the service were entertained at
breakfast by the Rev. and Mrs,
S. Manopavan at the Jaffos

' College Dining Hall,
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TAMILS AT THE CROSSROADS
ing Star o)
The Mornlng | 20 demands by 40
i S May, 1977 whereas a super group would be

“ Human Freedom in Sri Lanka Unaffected "’

i itle given to the publication of ex'tracts fron:n a
docug::t 1rs.eltel;.ese; l:y lztl:m U, S. State Depa.rtmtnt. on " Human Rf:g:l;s
Practices” and published in a special cage 1D‘ ﬂ'_le _frodntdpageto . e
Ceylon Daily News of 22nd April, 1977. This is in ar;) a ?ar n:;g
statement about our country difficult for a large num e;q o p;npke
to believe, The writer, who sent the axtr:'acts 'flrom awR.q]:l .
degcribes the 143 - page document as cOvering Humta]ns ights
Practices in 82 countries — 4 of whom are rlla:::ipl_e_nts cl:(i . 5. secu-
rity assistance”. The writer further adds: Sri Lan a gits ;‘33;
h.igh marks in the report compared to most countries, is
compliment to our country should m.ake every one of us happy. But
the question is; Does she deserve it?

In the extract published we note the following for spec_ia.l con-
sideration, ' Very severe economic problems as well as tt:ens'luns bet-
ween the country's Tamil minority and the S:nha]e.se majority have
added strains to Sri Lanka’s political system. Despite these problems,
deeply rooted concepts of the rule of law, respect for the _rlghts olf'
individuals, and parliamentary democracy have not been displaced.
We do not think that this is true of the claim that parliamentary
democracy in our country has not been displaced. During the last
seven years there have been a number of cases where demoeracy has
been displaced. For six years the country has been undera State of
Emergency. A number of important administrative acts have been
enacted through the Government Gazette without being discussed in
the Natiopal State Assembly.
And what about the prorogation of the National State Assembly a
few months back? Whilea Vote of No Confidence against the Govern-
ment had been fixed to be discussed by the Assembly on a fixed date,
the Premier suddenly prorogued the Assembly, even without the knowledge
of its Speaker. And now, for seven months till the next general elec-
tions the Prime Minister and the Cabinet are ruling the country,
without any reference to the National State Assembly of elected re-
presentatives. Can this be called democracy? Such instances can be
multiplied.

In this connection, we wish toask whether the restrictions placed
on the movements, associations and the freedom of speech by mem-
bers of the T.U.L.F. are in conformity with democratic principles,
And what about the detention of over 40 Tamil youth in prisons from
two to four years without a charge sheet being served on them or
without their being brought before a court of law?

The U.S. State Department document, referred to above, has,
it is stated, “drawn on the resourcesof two international institutions
for its conclusions — The London — based Amnesty International and
the New York — based Freedom House."”

We bhappen to have a copy of the report the Amnesty Inter-
national issued after a Mission to Sri Lankain January, 1975, Will
this report support the claim of this document ? Let us take justa
few of their recommendations:—

1 a. “We therefore respetcfully submit that your government con-
sider reyoking the Criminal Justice Commission Act.
report was submitted to Her Excellency the Prime Minister of
Sri Lanka,)

1 c. "“We further submit that your government announce i time
limit by which all those charged with offences committed in
connection with insurgency should have been tried,”

11 a. “We therefore respectfully submit that your government con-

sider the immediate abolition of the 15-day rule, so that pri-
soners appear before a magistrate within 24 hours of arrest, "’

c. ' We therefore respectfully submit that your government review
provisions for detention without trial with a view

to bringing
them to an end.”

Page 2 para 11, “Stung by the instrgency, the present government
has felt compelled to compromise — at least temporarily —

some
of basic liberties,"

Page 3. ''The judiciafy maintaing a high degres of independence,

but there are distinct signs that it feels its independence
threatened. "
These are but a few examples hurriedly taken from the report.
1f these do not indicate violation of buman rights, what will?

(Contd. from last colummn) Jurists,

Thus while the 20 demands
can leave a few people undisturbed,
a majority will lose a great deal
over a period of time. Still, which
it should be has to be a matter
for decision by the people as sta-
ted earlier,

such hostility. Please see ihe
Daily News of 17-2-77, the Sutan-
tiran of 17-4-77 for a Tamil trans-
lation of the comments by the
Perumuna on the 20 demands and
the Daily News of 28-4-77 for
the protest against the findings of

the lnternational Commission of A TAMIL

They have become law afterwards. '

( This

On the 26th of Jume, 1976,
a Conference attended by “repre-
sentatives of Tamil opinion from
several parts and sections of Sri
Lanka", was held at the Moors
Islamic Cultural Home, Colombao,
The Conference was convened by
the Committee for the Solution
of Tamil-Speaking people’s pro-
blems. Forty persons from differ-
ent walks of life had signed as
Conveners on behalf of the Com-
mittee.

A rtesolution they passed un-
animously had 20 proposals to
solve some of the major problems
faced by the Tamil-speaking people
of Ceylon, These include:

1. 12 proposals relating to
language hardships.

2. Fundamental Rights to be
justiciable.

3. Take-over of Tamil schools
in the plantation areas.

4. Speedy implementation of
the Indo-Ceylon Agreement.

5. . Decentralised auathority,

6. Development of Tamil
areas.

That Ceylon Tamils have been
subjected to ‘distresses and hard.
ships’, specially after Independence,
is widely accepted. Many indi-
viduals and groups have come for.
ward with different suggestions to
solve the predicament of the
Tamils. The twenty proposals by
the forty is one such effort, The
proposals, as the Conveners say,
are to be the basis for discussion
with the Government,

In this connection
questions come to mind:

1. Have these Deople the right
to act?

The assumption that the elec-
ted M. Ps are the only persons
who can speak on bebalf of a
people is no longer tenable, Times
have changed. So also the omni-
science tacitly claimed for the
M. Ps is also not wvalid.

several

A pation in distress will seek
several alternate ways to redeem
itself and for this there will be
'a gathering of the clans’, fal.
lowed by a union of the learned
and the practical, and greater
understanding between the rich
and the poor. The forty have all
these characteristics,

Besides, the unfortunate divi-
sions which have erupted within
the ranks of the TULF make it
very necessary for a Super group
to ‘emerge, which will consist of
men and women of differing views,
who, nevertheless, are willing to
unite in a common cause, the
well-being of Tamils, It will not
be their aim to arrogale power
to themselves, byt to guide the
people in the basic considerations
that must be remembered in a
march forward, as well as the

disciplines that are necessary for
today.

This super Eroup is our great-
est need at the moment, Can we
hope that it will emerge ! We
must remember that the M. Ps
are politicians and their interests

are, therefore, political interests,

e

interested in the well-being of the
people. There is a big difference
between political interests and
interests in the people.

2. Secondly, are these 20 pro-
posals of value to the Tamils?

Without doubt, if these pro-
posals are sanctioned by the
Government, they will bring a
large measure of relief to the
Tamils. They cover all areas of
life except the colonization of
Tamil areas by the Government
with non-Tamils.

3. Ave they likely to be attained?

It is impossible to answer
this question. Two meetings with
the Prime Minister have not pro-
duced any results so far. But it
is certain that some at least of
the demands will be granted be-
cause of the wide spread aware-
ness of the injustice to the Tamils.
Having received these, we chall
have to campaign all over again
for the others.

4. What then?

It is necessary at this stage
to consider the advantages and
disadvantages of seeking redress
through such proposals. Ope major
advantage is that the Tamils,
wherever they are now in Ceylon,
could continue their life as at
present. This is what many want
and are longing for it as they do
not want to be disturbed where
they are at present, specially if
they are outside Eelam. There is
also no bardship involved as in
the formation of a separate state,

The disadvantages, on the
other hand, are many.

First, that we have to formu-
late these proposals and plead for
them is an admission that we do
not have any rights as a people
domiciled here for over 2000 years,
Is this the real position to which
we have been relegated in the
unitary form of government that
was thrust on us?

Secondly, what is granted can
be taken away by another govern-
ment so that there is no perma-
nency about what is granted,
This also means that to keep what
we get we have to be 'on our
best behaviour all the time and
as your obedient servants'. This
attitude of subservience will haye
a demoralising effect on us. Are
we to plead for crumbs all the
time at & cost to our personality ?

Thirdly, a nation under such
subjection can never develop culs
turally. We lost a great deal
culturally under Western domin-
ation. Are we to continue to lose
because we are not in & position
to decide for ourselves?

Fourthly, we quoted Prof,
Ludowyk in the introductory arti-
cle about a hostility that exists
before the surface all the time,
The granting of even some of
these demands will lead to greater
hostility, Some politicians and
bodies like the Sinhala Tharanga
Peramuna are constantly showing

(Contd. on first column)
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