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N. S. A. Dissolved

The National State Assembly
of Sri Lanka was dissolved by a
Presidential proclamation on Wed-
nesday the 18th of May. June
sixth bhas been named as the date
for nominations. General Elec-
tions will be held on Thursday,
July 21 and the new National
State Assembly will meet on
August 26th,

_ Chelvanayakam
- Commemoration Meeting,
Colombo

This meeting was beld on
Saturday, 14th May, in the
Ramakrishna Mission Hall, Wella-
watte, at 6 p. m. Mr. V. Manica-

vasagar, retired Judge of the
Supreme Court, presided.

There were two sets of
speakers. The first spoke in

English and the second in Tamil.

The Hon. Mr. T. B. Illanka-
ratne (S.L.F.P.) read out a
message from the Prime Minister
and ; on_his own bebhalf

Mr. Pieter Keuneman (C. P.)
and Mr. Bernard Soysa (L.S.S.P.).
All of them spoke in praise of
Mz. Chelvanayakam from personal
knowledge either in the Courts
or the Parliament. Dr. M. Kaleel,
who followed all of them, chal-
lenged them to take united action
on minority problems, specially
that of the Tamils. Earlier, he
referred to the prompt action
taken by Mr, Chelvanayakam when
7 Muslims in Puttalam were shot.
Incidentally, when Mr. Illapka.
ratoe spoke of two nations and
then corrected himself by saying
two races, the point was not
missed either by those on the
platform or by the audience.

Mr. V. Ponpambalam (C. P.)
was the first speaker in Tamil.
He spoke with some emotion of
his respect and regard for DMr,
Chelvapayakam. Mr. M. Siva-
sithamparam (T.U.L.EF.), followed
him invited Mr. Ponnambalam not
to stand outside Lelam but to
come in and organize his Com-
munism within the separate state
as in Czeckoslovakia, His main
appeal, however, was not to break
the unity which S]JVC had forged
so arduosly and in great bhumi-
lity, If it was necessary he said
that he and Mr. Amirthalingam
would be willinpg to stand down

from the elections just to pre-
serye the unity., He also invited
the very large gathering to be

faithful to Mr. Chelvanayakam's
decision regarding a separate
state. The other speakers were:
Mr. A. Amirthalingam (TULF) and
Mr. M, S. Sellasamy (CWCJ,

Colambo Correspondent

Chiara Lubich Receives
Templeton Prize

The Templeton [Foundation
Prize. for Progress in Religion
was presented to Miss Chiara

Lubich, foundress of the *Focolare
Movement, by His Royal Highness
the Duke of Edinburgh at a
ceremony inthe Jerusalem Chamber
of Westminster Abbey.

Earlier, ata public ceremony
in recognition of Miss Lubich in
London's historic Guildhall, John
Cardinal Willebrands, President of
the Vatican Secretariat for Pro-
moting Christian Unity, said the
Focolare Movement is a vital
source for the renewal and future
of the Church.

Speaking on the theme: the
unity of the Church, the unity
of mankind, Cardinal Willebrands
said ‘Christian history has not
been exempt from stagnation,
from the petrification of institutions
which began under the impulse
of love...". The Focolare Move-
ment, he continued, is indispens-
able to ecumenism for it com-
municstes our common commit-

_ was  followed by ~Ment to “Christ across the bar- -be a very rare .
Ir.. 1. R. Jayawardena (U. N. P.); riers we have grown up with,

Miss Lubich told the inter-
national audience the story of
the Focolare Movement that began
in Trent, Italy, 34 years ago,
when poverty was rife and the
ravages of war were having a
terrible effect on the city and
the nearby villages. Then a school
teacher, ‘I offered my life for
ever to the Lord’', shesaid; and
50 began a movement that has
spread throughout the world eros-
sing inter-church, inter-culturaland
inter-religious barriers.

The theme of the movement
is love and Miss Lubich said,
through the Focolare Movement
“the world of love is coming to
life without fuss’.

‘The mass of people who
pain our heart, are the atheists
of east and west: they are the
poorest people because they are
poor without God and eternal life ',
Miss Lubich said.

A radiant person whose
charisma is magnetic, Miss Lubich
concluded with the words of the
great Spanish mystic, John of the
Cross,  Where you do not [ind
love, put love and you will find
love'.

In awarding Miss L.ubich the
£50,000 annual prize, the Tem-
pleton Foundation said 'she has
been helping people of many de-
nominations to grow spiritually
by emphasizing ' love one another
as 1 have loved you’. Her con-
tribution to promoting unity
among Christians is one of the
most outstanding achievements in
interchurch and interfaith relations
today.’

!,;szr_zf_'s_e‘i the Editor
Dear Sir,
Tamil New Year

Ceylon Daily News of April
15 bas published a news item
entitled, " New Year customs at
Christian Service.! The item has
spotlighted the fact that at the
Church of Ceylon Cathedral,
Colombo, the Sinhala New Year,
which is also the Tamil New
Year, was celebrated according to
the Sinhala traditional manner.
The account also mentions the
fact that the Rt. Rev. Cyril
Abeynaike, the  Bishop of
Colombo, and the Archdeacon
Swithin Fernando lighted the
traditional oil lamp, and ended
the service with the Sacrament
of Holy Communion followed by
morning * Kiri Bath”,

Several years ago, when the
late Rev. J. W, A, Kadirgamar
was in charge of Chankanai
Church, we had such a service
there, Many national minded
Christians of the then S.1. U.C.
attended the service.

To my mind, this seems to
we, as Christians,
ourselves with the rest of the
Tamil community in Sri Lanka.
At a time like this, when every-
thing goes national, it is but
hitting that, wherever possible, the
Christians should give up cele-
brating Western festivals, not
connected with religion, and adapt
ourselves to national festivals.
The festival may be held at the
Diocesan Cathedral Church,
Vaddukoddai, or at the Christa
Seva Ashram, Maruthanamadam,
making it a common festival to
members of all denominations,
inclusive of the Roman Catholic
Christians. I would even go to
the extent of suggestiug that
even our Hindu friends may be
invited to such a festival. 1
appeal to the Church leaders of
the various denominations to con-
sider this suggestion seriously and
make arrangements to hold such
a festival on April 13, 1978,

V. R. MURUGASU

Like previous recipients of
the award, Miss Lubich will don-
ate the money to enlarge the
maternity wing at the Focolare
hospital in Fontem (Cameroon);
to the building of houses in the
shanty town near Recife (Brazil);
to help finance the last stage of
a training centre at Tagaytay
(Philippines) ; and to help in the
‘ Town of Charity’ for handicapped
children initiated by the Diocese

of Kome, :
Information
# ' Focolare' — an ltalian word
meaning 'hearth’ or ‘fireside’
or 'family', was a nickname

given to the first group who
began the movement in the
Italian city of Tremt in 1943,

can identify

TYPIST /| CUM CLERK

There is a vacancy for a
Typist cum Clerk.
Knowledge of
Stenography and Accounts
will be added advantage.

Application close on 28-5-77,
Apply fo:
THE AcCTING MEDICAL
SUPERINTENDENT,
Me Leod Hospital,
luuvil, Chunnakam,

Selvadurai — Sinnadurai

The marriage was solemnised
at the C. S, 1. Church, Uduppidpy,
on Saturday, the 14th inst,, at
4 p.m. of Dr B. S. Selvarajan,
the younger son of Mr. S. S.
Selvadurai, retired Principal of
the American Mission College,
Uduppiddy, and Mrs. Selvadurai,
and Miss Elizabeth Sugirtharanee
Sinnadurai, daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
David Sinnadurai, of Kotahena,
Colombo. The Bishop of the
Jaffna Diocese of the C. S. 1.,
the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,
officiated at the solemnisation,

Thampoe and E. D. Rasaratnam.
The Rev. L. N. Hitchcock
preached the homily, 4

At the end of the church
ceremony, there was a reception
in the Church premises.

Lt. Colonel Samuel H. Paul

There passed away, on the
8th of May, a son of Lanka,
who had given a life time of
service to India, and had adopted
as her citizen. His earliest edu-
cation was at his mother's knee
in Tondi, a remote village in S.
India, where his parents, the
Rev. and Mrs, [saac Paul, had
been sent as Missionaries. When
later they were put in charge of
the Karainagar Church, they were
able to enter him in the Junior
Cambridge class at Jaffna College.
Before he left for Singapore, he
had already distinguished himself
on the sperting field and in the
class room. He passed his Senior
Cambridge from the Anglo«
Chineese School, Singapore, with
many distinctions, from where he
proceeded to the Men's Christian
College, Madras. After his Inter-
Science, he entered the Engineer-
ing College, Guindy, where he
obtained his B. E. in the first
class. He was an Engineer from
his childhood, designing toy boats
that sailed on clock work, and
carriages to be drawn by dogs.
At the Engineering College he
rose from the ranksof Work-shop
Instructor to Lecturer, Professor,
and finally Principal, which post
he held for a generation. During
the Second World War his ser-
vices to the npation were recog-
nised by the award of the titlg

(Contd. on last page)
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Review
Education and the
Indian Plantation Worker
in Sri Lanka

By G. A, GNANAMUTTU
[ Wesley Press, Wellawatte )

This is a study of the edu-
cation afforded to a class of
workers who constitute a tenth
of Sri Lanka's population. Their
enforced cultural backwardness
and the denial of adequate edu-
cational facilities to those who
have, over a century, been the
backbone of the economy of the
Isiand is the subject of Mr.
Gpanamuttu’s very exhaustive and
detailed thesis. IHis pages are
stacked with facts, and any re-
view of such a venture must be
inadequate..

Tracing the advent of the
Indian labourer from the days of
the coffee plantations, through the
kangany system, the fundu system
that kept the labourer in bhis
indebtedness to the kangany for
years on end, he passes on to
the early meagre attempts at
social legislation of 1850, of rest
houses on the cooly #march from
Talaimannar, to the Estate Labour
(Indian) Ordinance of 1889,
which, at the instigation of the
Indian Government, assured the
labourer six days' work per week.
By the Indian Immigrant Labour
‘Ordinance of 1923, an Agent of
the Government of India watched
over the interests of the estale
labourers. They had the vote
and enthused by the wisit of
Nehru they returned seven Mem-
bers to Parliament. But the first
Parliament of independent Ceylon
disfranchised the labourer.

The smooth workings of the
various Indo-Ceylon Pacis were
upset by the passing of the Land
Reforms Laws of 1972 and 1975,

Tracing the history of the
education of estate labourers from
the time the Zkangany assumed
the role of the educator, the
author details the work of the
Christian Missions, especially the
Tamil Cooly Mission carried on
by the Anglican Church, and
Jater by the other Protestant
Churches. Many Christian planters

contributed generously to this
venture.
The Roman Church was

rather tardy in its efforts, but in
1969 decided to set up a National
Pastorate  Institute for study,
research, formation and encounter ;

to preach the word of God rele-

vantly in the socio-economic and

Lt/ Colonel Samnel M. Paul

(Contd. from first page )

R. Rao Bahadur, he was also
made Lt. Colopel of the Univer-
gity Training Corps,

While still at the Engineering
College, his services were requested
by the Alagappa Chettiar Univer-
sity, for which he was released
to help organise’ the Engineering
Faculty there, where ke served
#s Dean of the Faculty of Engi-

cultural context of the country.
Buddhists and Hindus too became
alive to the problem.

The Burrows Report main-
tained that, although of the
21,045 children of school-going
age only 7,721 attended school,
a meagre education consisting of
ability to sign one’s name, read
and write simple sentences and
do simple Arithmetic was sufficient
for the labourer. Burrows' de-
vastating opinion was that child-
ren of the hill country would
find it difficult to attend school.

Various ordinances were put
out between 1920 and 1940, but
we pass on to the all-important
Kannangara Committee that held
80 sittings over a period of 3
years from 1940, which high-
lighted many important defects
of our educational system, but
made no rveference to estate
schools. It was not the intention
of the legislators to eatend to
the children of the estate labourer
the progressive measures they
were envisaging for the rest of
the island, but Part VI of the
Ordinance No. 26 of 1947 placed
the onus of putting up school
buildings on the estate owner.
Even the Assisted Schools and
Training Colleges Act of 1960,
which was passed with the take-over
of schools, makes no reference to
estate schools, Protests bad been
raised by W. A. Silva, S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam and others earlier.

In the last two chapters on
“The Position Today and Re-
medies'’, Mr. Gnanamuttu places
a clear picture of the position
by giving some valuable statistics
and comparative tables of attend-
ance in estate schools against
other schools. He cites the causes
as, — (1) the employer (2) the
State (3) the Churches (4) the
people of Sri Lapka (4) the plant-
ation workers (5) their leaders.

The chapter on Remedies
points out Article 26 of the
Declaration of Human Rights by
the UN and makes some valuable
suggestions regarding Primary,
Secondary and Tertiary Education,
and minimum standards of health
and housing.

The whole treatise gives an
un-biassed but forthright view of
the situation as it exists today
in the estates, and we should be
grateful to Mr., Gpapnamutiu for
this attempt at awakening the
conscience of the public as well
as of the Government on a sub-
ject that is of paramount im.
portance to the nation and g
grave outcry against injustice,

Ranee S. Satthianadhan

neering for several years, He
was then requested to help with

the Engineering Facully at the

Annamalai University, where apain
he served as Dean of the Faculty
for several years. He spent his
retirement in  his well - beloved
Madras, among his beloved siu.
dents and friends. He never
wished 1o leave the educational

held for greener pastures, for
was wedded to

he
. education for
better or for worse, To the end

TAMILS AT THE CROSSROADS

18
Separate State

established that we are not trying
to be a breakaway group from
an existing nation. In Ceylon,
there has been one state but with
two nations and other minorities,

Baclkground
Thoughts on a separate state
are not of yesterday as some
seem to think, Dr. Kearney re-
fers to the separate state in his
book, ‘' Language and Communa- Space will not permit our
lism in Ceylon Politics” and going into this question fully.
mentions a reference to it made Besides, certain basic facts of his-
in 1964, Others give & still tory, relating to our domicile in
earlier dates. This hesitation of this country and of our own king-
the Tamils to come to a parting dom, are now too well-known to
of the ways is understandable. require repetition here. Itis only
After being °‘shackled together’ during the last 150 years that we
for more than a century, any have been 'shackled’ to another
breakaway has to be made with nation. Do these years completely
great hesitation. take away our separate identity?
Meanwhile, the conditions of It must also be remembered that
life for the Tamils within this at no time have our people volun-
country were becoming increasingly tarily and consciously decided to
hard and the events of 1970, form a government with another
1972 and 1974 speeded the nation, This is one of the pri-
thoughts for a separate state. mary requirements of the U.N.
The TUF members, therefore, in considering the separateness of
handed in a motion in November a people. Thus, if in the past
or December of 1975, which spoke it was open colonialism, it isnow
of a separate state, though some- neo-colonialism, which is frowned
what vague, its main intention upon by the U.N. and from
could not have been missed. which we are seeking release.
The Speaker fixed 4th Febru-
ary, 1976, for debate. The motion
lapsed on this date owing to an
artifieially created lack of quorum.
The following day the Govern- parate state.
ment, under Emergency Regula- Though not explicitly stated,
tions, passed a motion forbiddipg many have been made to believe
any reference to a separate state. hat the purpose for attaining a
The decency of such action needs separate state is to eliminate the
no mention here. various hardships we undergo at
Despite these Regulations, the the moment. This is only parti-
TUF, now TULF, at its first gally true which must be made
National Convention held at Pan- clear to the people. True, the
nakam in the Vaddukoddai consti- 20 demands, over a period of time,
tuency, passed a lengthy resolution could eliminate a great deal of
which made clear the demand for these hardships, whereas a separate
a separate state. It is for distri- gtate becomes necessary for two
buting copies of these that three important reasoms. -
M. Ps and a former M.‘ P. were First, time has rup out com-
atrested and chatged” in Cou'rt. pletely so that what could have
'I“han‘ks to the efforts of our d1§- been done yesterday cannot be
tinguished lawyers the outcome is attempted today. For over thirty
weu'kl_mwn' years we stated our case and
Finally, now at the funeral _ . :..4 for redress. It has proved
of Mr. Chelvanayakam some form . forlorn wait. As Alan Paton
of an oath seems to _ha.ve been says, the power to rule isa heady
taken_—s.ee Virakesari of .3-5-77. wine and we have been simply
'I.‘hus it is clear that a fair sec- ignored. Now it is futile to woo
tion of the Tamils seem to have . Lith various proposals as we
decided in favour of a separate ... just not there to consider

state. This is the situation in them; we have moved out from
which every Tamil is morally where we were.

forced to make a decision either
Secondly, there are several

for the 20 demands mentioned in . :
the last issue ora separate state. deeper considerations other than
hardships for which a separate

11. Pros and cons of a
separate state.

(a) Purpose for attaining a se-

At this stage would be useful to
review some aspects of the separ-

ale state,

I. Have we a legitimate claim

to such a separate state

This question must be ans-
wered convincingly and the fact

he was a keen educationalist, and
an ardent supporter of the Church,
His students, scattered through
the length and breadth of India,
would bear testimony to his
thorough educational methods, his
ardent desire to help students
realise their fullest potential, his
fatherly concern for each, and
his keeness to serve the commu-
nity oo his own, and through
his initiation and direction of
student activities in the College.
He realised double compound
interest in the achievements of
his students.

state becomes an abselute neces-

sity. Some of these are mentioned

below. It is these deeper consider~

ations which keep beckoning us.
(To be continued)

A TamirL

We believe, in his case, a%
in the case of his parents, two
sisters, and a brother, who have
gone on hbefore him, ‘‘He that
beleiveth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live.! We see
reflected in their lives the light
of faith, the gleam of hope, and
the glow of peace. He leaves
behind, his wife Leela (nee
Williams), three sons (all of
whom are engineers), and a
daughter, to carry on from where
he left.

A sister's iribute
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Press, Kankesanthurad Road, Jaffos, oo Friday, 20th May, 1977,



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

