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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION

BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

3 LB C: F.
Senior Boys and Girls Camp

The annual Senior Boys and
Girls Camp of the Jaflna Inter
Collegiate Christian  Fellowship
was conducted at the C. S, I.
Church premises, Pungudutivu, on
the 27th, 28th and 29th of May,
1977. The theme of the Camp
was " Jesus Christ in  Adsian
Suffering and Hope” and the
leaders were Revds. S. N. Suguna-
nanthan and J. Sarvananthan and
Messrs. R. E. J. A, Setukavalar
and S. Jebanesan and Miss P.
Gulasingham. The programme
consisted of Talks, Discussions,
Bible Study, Worship Services,
Bible Quiz Competitions, Games,
Sing - Songs and Camp Fire.
Seventy-seven students, eight tea-
chers and nine senior friends atten-
ded this Camp. Jaffna College,
Uduvil Girls' College, St. John's
College, Chundikuli Girls, Central
College, Vembadi Girls’ High
Sehool, Hartly College and Metho-
dist Girls' High School, Point
Pedro were represented. At the
closing meeting held at 4-15 p. m.
on Snnday the 29th,

sed Mr. and Mrs. G. Y. Nava-
ratnam, Messrs. Ratoavel and
Muthurajah and * Arul Aunty”
{Mrs. A. Thurairatnam) for the
great kindness and hospitality
shown to the Campites.

Music Group from
Arasaradi

A Music Group led by the Rev.
Thomas Thangarajah, Lecturer,
Tamiload Theological Seminary,
Arasaradi, Madurai, is visiting Sri
Lanka. The group includes Mr.
V. P. K. Sundaram, Professor of
Tamil ; Sangeetha  Bushanam
Swamikannu, Teacher of Music;
and other instrumentalists, Messrs,
Gideon Thevanesan, Theophilus
Appavoo, Karunakaran, Wesley
and Soundararaj. They will be
giving performances in Colombo,
Kandy and Jaffna, Their perfor-
mances will be based on Katha-
kalashepam, vocal concert and
light music songs.

All Island Sunday Schools
Bible Quiz, 1977

The above competitions
amongst the Sunday Schools in
the churches of Jaffna for the
Seniors and Junior Groups were
held on the Z8th of May, at the
Jaffna Y. M. C. A, Auditorium,
The teams of the Uduvil Parish
came first in both the Senior
gnd Junior Groups. Both these
teams have qualified to take part
in the All Island Finals, for the
finalists from the different dis-
tricts, which are to be held
tomorrow, the 4th inst., in
Lolombo.

the Camp
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Alliance Francaise de Jaffna

The Alliance Francaise, which
is a world wide organisation, has
a braoch fuactioning in Jaffna
under the secretaryship of Mr, A.
Kulandran. Its students and mem-
bers are composed of those in
various professional walks of life.
Classes in the French langunge
are held regularly., The Alliance
Francaise conducted its first exa-
mination recently and the names
of the successful candidates are
given hereunder in order of merit:

Mrs. Callisla Jeyarajah.

Dr. Mrs. Pathma Selvanayagam,
Mr. Lanka Nesiah.

Miss Annabelle Jeyarajah,
Mrs. Poomani Kanagarajah.
Mr. K. Jeevagathas,

Mr. S. Tharmaratnam.

Mr, S. Kanagasabapathy.

Mr. S. Antonipillai.

Mr. C. ]J. Ranjit.

THE OLIVE OF GETHSAMANE

The Olive, native of Pales-

.

e ——

in Ceylon, 'S, Veralu!) Elgepcar-
pus Serratus. 1t was one of the
eight agricultural products that
were required for the offering of
First Fruits mentioned in Deut,
8:8. And Moses says that God
had granted his people “to suck
honey out of rock, and oil from
flinty stone” (Deat &). The
Olive certainly is a hardy plant,
almost as hardy as the Palmyrah,
growing on the bare rocky ter-
rain of the Palestinian hills, with-
standing both the heat of summer
and the snows of winter, requir-
ing mno watering, Unlike the
Ceylon Veraln, its fruits are not
edible, but its seeds produce oil
in abundance, ecne tree producing
as much as half aton of oil per
year, from which soaps, maga-
rines, cooking fats and polishes
are made,

Sitting under the largest Olive
tree in the garden of Gethsamane,
a few years ago, [ wondered if
it was the very tree under which
the Master spent his hours of
agony, sweating blood. Some said
it could not possibly be, and some
said it might have heen. How
happy I was, then, to come
across the report of some recent
Scientilic tests made by the Act-
ing Superior of the Franciscan
Friars, who are in charge of the
Gardens. The Rev. Jose Montal-
verne de Lancastire, once a student
of nuclear Physics, of great eru-

dition that embraces among other
things the study of radioactive

isotopes, is responsible for the in-
restigations that bave recently been
Ordinary Carbon has an
atomic weight of 12, but radio-
active Carbon has an atomic weight

made.
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Farewell

A Service of Thanksgiving
in appreciation of the services
rendered by the Rev and Mrs.
D, R. Ampalavanar to the Uduvil
Parish was held at the Uduvil
Church on Saturday, the 28th of
May, at 430 p.m. The Rev.
Can. V. S. D, Sathianadban con:
ducted the service. Special songs
were sung by the girls of the
William Mather Memorial Women’s
Centre, Maruthanamadam, and by
the Uduvil Church Choir.

This was followed by a public
meeting, presided over by Mr.
W. H. T. Sugirtharatnam, the
Treasurer of the Church. A large
gathering, composed of people
from various walks of life;, was
present.  Glowing tributes to the
untiring and sincere work done
by the Rev. and Mrs. Ampala-
vanar, and alsa by his Assistant,
Mr. David Thiagarajah, were paid
by various representatives of the
Church Committee, the Uduvil
Girls' College, the Ladies Guild,
the Sunday School, the Youth
League and the members of the
Parish, The_

The function ended with Tea.

of 14, and is termed Carbon— 14,
Two more protons have annexed
themselves to the Carbon atom,
and have rendered it unstable and
radioactive, because of disintegra-
tion. The rate of such decay is
expressed by what is called the
half-life of the element, the time
taken for half the mass of the
radioactive element to become the
ordinary element, Carbon—14
has become a great asset to the
archaeologist who has to date his
findings. The half-life of Carbon-14
is 5760 years, half -life varying
with different elements. 12.5 is
the disintegration count — per
minute per gm. of Carbon. Now
if the intensity of radiation per
minute per gm, of C—14 in the
existing Olive woed is measured,
then the required data for dating
the UOlive tree is obtained. By
such calculations it has been
proved that the tree, which now
measures six metres in circum-
ference, is about 2300 years old,
How thrilling it was to think that
1 had sat under that very UOlive
tree under which the Master had
prayed.

And vyet, was it so very
wonderful ? How much more
signilicant, that, although the dis.
ciples had slept while the Master
sweated blood, yet he understood
and forgave — "' the Spirit is wil:
ling, the flesh is weak,'" — and
to these very weak human beings
He dared to entrust the great
task of carrying out his mission.

R. §. 8

Rev, Mr. Ampala-
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130, 1st Cross Street,

ST. Joun's COLLEGE, JAFPNA,
cordially invites you to the
PRIZE GIVING
on Friday, the 10th June, 1977,

at 5-30 p.m.

Chief Guesis ;

Prof. George Thambyahpillay,

[Ph. D, Cantab)

(Head of the Depi. of Grography,
University of Sri Lok, Peradesiver,)

AND

Mrs. Vijeyadesi Thambyahpillay.

Chairvman:

The Ven. J. J. Gnanapragasam
{Arehdeavon of Ja i, )

TRUST THE FRENCH
TO TEACH You

FRENCH

Audio - Visual Course

Starting soon
at the

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE

DE

JAFENA.

For enrolment call over

on weekdays

between 2-00 p. m. and 7-00 p. m.

JAFFNA COLLEGE"

Wanted qualified teachers
for Physics and Mathematics
for the G. C. E. Advanced Level
and H. N.C. E. classes -
in the Tamil Medium.

Please apply

before the 15th of June
on forms available

at the College Office.

PRINCIPAL

Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

IN TREASURED MEMORY

OF

' P. W. ARIARATNAM
Departed; 5th June, 1976,

“ Thou shalt heep him .iu
perfect peace ...oeis hie trusted

Sornamalar and Children
““Malar Vasa',
Yadduloddai,
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Unity Essential

One of the most significant and important accomplishments of
the late Mr.S.]. V. Chelvanayakam was the creation of unity amorg
the Tamils. He brought about the much and long desired unity
between the Northern and Eastern Provinces, He also brought
under one organisation, the T. U.F., the two leading political parties
of the Tamils, the Federal Party and the Tamil Congress, We
believe; at the time this front was inaugurated, that even much
smaller parties like the Tamil Self Rule Party and the Eelam
Freedom Forward Movement also showed interest in it. Of course,
there were a few Tamils who remained outside the Front. While
some of them did so on account of ideological differences, others
preferred to support the Government for the sake of picking some
crumbs that fall from Government's table, though in the beart of
hearts they themselves approved of the policies of the T.U.L,F.
There were also a few who continued to support the U, N, P,
hoping that they would be benefited when this party was returned
to pbwar. Such men would always be there, as they are today.
Hence, the ipauguration of T. U.F, was hailed as a very welcome
event and of major significance in the present context. The T.U.F.
changed its name to Tamil United Liberation Front only last year
at the mammoth rally of the T.U.L,F. This has now become a
historic rally because it decided that the goal of the T.U.L,F.
would be a separate state for the Tamils. This decision was bailed
with enthusiasm almost universally in the Eastern and Northern Pro-
vinces and by the estate population. Even a fairly large section of
the Muslims is reported to have joined it. This was the situation
till the death of Mr. Chelvanayakam about a month back.

Now, the situation seems to bave changed somewhat. There
were reports of some differences between the Tamil Copgress and
the Federal Party. But we are bappy to note now that these
differences are gradually disappearing. The differences were mainly
due to the failure of a few Tamil Congress men who pressed their
claims for nomipation as candidates for the coming elections. The
Nominations Board could not accommodate all the applications. It
had to take into consideration various factors like experience ; com-
mitment to and service for the Tamil cause; and suitability to gain
votes in their respective electorates. .

The refusal of the Tamil Self Rule Party to work along with
the T. U.L. F. is also due to the same reason. Incidentally, it is
of interest to note the revelation, which is reported to have been
made by the leader of this party, that the present leaders of the
T.U.L.F. are hypocrites and have always exploited for their own
purpose the mental and phbysical weakness of Mr, Chelvanayakam
since a major operation he underwent some years ago. Those who
knew Mr. Chelvanayakam well could bear testimony to the fact that
bhe was always mentally alert and refused to be exploited by friends
or flatterers, The Eelam Freedom Forward Movement has also
announced that it would contest the T. U, L. F. candidates in some
constituencies, specially its leader Mr. C. Sundaralingam pitting him-
self against Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Secretary-General of the T. U, L. F.
We cannot — nor can any reasonable man — visualise a situation

in
which these two parties E. F. F. M, and T.S. R. P, — can contest
the T. U. L. F., because their objectives are identically the same,

Petty jealousies, animosities and personal ambitions are the chief
causes for members of such parties and for those who have broken
away from the Tamil Congress and are contesting as Independents :
while others are confident of their own personal merits. Such ﬁssi:
parous tendencies and personal differences have been always the im-
ponderable block to unity among the Tamils,

We shall continue our comments on this matter in our next issue

OBITUARY
Dr. D. V. Gnananandam

May. The service was conducted
by the Circuit Pastor, the Kev,
5. Aseervatham, assisted by
Rev. T. Selvaratnam of the
C. M, S. Church, Kopay, the Rev,
N. W. G. Sugunarajah and the
newly appointed Worker at Erlalai
South, Mr. Yesuthasan, The Rev,
N. Kathiravelu, of Nunavil Chure h,
paid a tribute to the deceased,
the love and care he took in
patients, specially
The committal
formed by Rev.

We record with regret the
untimely death of Dr, D. V.
Goapanandam, at the General
Hospital, Colombo, on 12th May,
He was attached to the Anti-
Tuberculosis section, Pannai, Jafloa,
after having been trained in Ban-
galore as a W. H., O, scholar,
Due to his heart trouble, he was
on leave from last December, and
in spite of the best

toe poor people,

treatment

given to bLim atthe General Hos- ;E:]?mt.‘l:e L;J_Hlt.-‘. l---!':”\.\
pital, he passed away at the age i
of 45. . .L.Iu: deceased |
his wife, Srimathi Thivvadeyv
His body was brought to daughter of Mr. V. It., Mur

Erlalai South, to his residence, and two children,
gnd the fuoeral took place on 14¢h

Livinia

kumari and De 'si]\l!l.‘.ii\i.

P. W. ARIARATNAM

P. W. Ariaratnam, the first
anniversary of whose death is
going to be observed by his family
shortly, first came into my ken
in 1923, when 1 joined Jaffoa
College in the Intermediate Class
in Arts. He must then have
been in the Senior Cambridge
Class. We were, therefore, in
two different aeademic spheres;
because the Intermediate Claszes
were not integral to the School
but were a superstructure over and
above it. But an Institution has
its communal life into which we
were all drawn in; and in that
communal life Ariaratpam was a
recognised figure,

always called
When I asked
for the reason, | was told that
he was usually in charge of all
projects, enterprises and expedi-
tions undertaken by the students.
These are different from rontine
duties carried out with unvarying
regularity according to set rules.
They require qualities of initiative,
enterprise and imagination. As the
only son of a mother widowed in
early life, who had always to help
her, he had learnt to do things
on his own and was, therefore,
exceptionally well qualified for the
tasks he was called upon to per-
form at School.

He was
“MANAGER".

Later, of course, I lost sight
of him, but was aware that he
had become a teacher in his old
scheool, Early in 1935, as Secre-
tary of the Jaffna Council, 1 was
sitting with the Rev. R. C. P.
Welch, then President, trying to
draw up thé &late of nomina-
tions to be presented at the forth-
coming sessions of the Council,
When we came to the convenership
of the Committee for Work Among
the Young, we were stumped.
Mr. J. C. Stickney, who had for
many years held the position and
carried out its duties with sus-
tained vigour and efficiency, had
just then died. Finding a suc-
cessor was proving elusive, when
I remembered my old friend the
"MANAGER". From then on-
wards M. Ariaratnam continued to
be a prominent member of the
Council for many years.

Ariaratnam ran the activities
of the Committee for Work Among
the Young with great energy;
and his arrangements for the
Annual Children's Week and Rally
created in the churches a spirit
of healthy rivalry and competiiton,
When Mr, J. V. Chellapah, who
had been Treasurer of the Coun-
cil for a considerable period, was
finding it difficult to carry on both
as Treasurer and General Mana-
ger of Schools, somebody had to
be found to succeed him. But

there was no question as to who
it should be,

The work of the Treasurer
of the Council in those days may
look absurdly light, when consi-
dered in retrospect. But the
weight and difficulty of a task
are judged aright not so much
in the light of subsequent history

a5 in the

light of previoug his-
tory., The funds to be dealt with
were meagre, but the responsibi-
lity of handling them was then
considered very great and for
long years after the establishment
of the Council, only Missionaries
were elected to the post of
Treasurer.

Not merely were the funds
to be dealth with meagre and
the arrangements for husbanding
them equally meagre, but the
whole character of the Counecil,
its authority and its administra-
tive machinery were primitive by
modern standards. However, there
was one thing that characterised
all those who had anythiog to
do with it at that time; we all
loved it and were devoted to it.
Mr. Welch used to say that every
mother should daily instil a love
for Council in her children from
a very early age. So we put
ourselves into its work heart and
soul and tried to make ita better
instrument for its purpese: but,
if it may be s=aid that we made
the Council, it is equally true
that the Council made us.

With the dawn of & new era
in 1947, much larger responsibi-
lities devolved on the Treasurer,
With the setting up of the
Diocese went the setting up of a
Central Treasury and the putting
of our finances on a wider basis.
This task which fell on the
shoulders of Ariaratnam, he carried
out with superb efficicency.

In the meantime, Ariaratnam
had become Head Master of the
Lower School, in which position
he remained till his retirement
in 1963. Jaffna College also bad,
in the preceding years, blossomed
out; and the task of the Head
Master of the Lower School re-
guired not merely the maintenance
of a high standard of teaching
and disc'pline, but that of ins-
piring public confidence. Those
who succeed him may, perbaps
equal himin these respects, bat it
would be difficult to excel him,

When both of us had retired
from active service, I used to
find much solace in my weekly
and often bi-weekly calls on him;
and both of us would talk freely
aod frankly about thiogs in gene-
ral, on the basis of past know-
ledge and present ignorance and
find great satisfaction in it. His
death last year took me and every
one else completely by surprise.

Ariaratpam will always loom
large in the history of the Dio-
cese, not merely for his pioneer-
ing efforts in the organisation of
its finances but for his part in
creating a devotion to the central
organisation of the churches,
And Jaffoa College will also owe
him a deep debt of gratitude for
his exceptionally high conduct of its
Lower School. He will long be
remembered by his friends for his
engaging personality, his shrewd
comments and his deep loyalties,

S. Kulandran
Bishop

Frinte

Meatthews

Mr, Alvappillai Rajasingam, 330,

1l I.for the Jafina Diotese of the Church of South India by Mr. Philip
ding at 19, Lady of Miracles East Road, Jafton, and published by
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Fross, Ksolesaatburs| Road, Jafine, on Friday, Jvd June, 1977,

Jafina, at Sri Sanmuganatba



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

