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Jaffna College
Technical Institute

Jaffoa College Technical Insti-
tute bad its second Institute Day
at Vaddukoddai on Saturday, the
25th June. As on the first occa-
sion last June, the different work-
shops and laboratories were ar-
ranged for view and inspection
by the large number of visitors,
among whom were parents, chil-
dren, principals and members of
the families of recipients of diplo-
mas and certificates.

After going round, the audi-
ence assembled to hear the Direc-
tor, Mr. S. Rajanayagam and the
Chief Guest, Dr. A. V. A, Vetha-
payagam, F. R.C.P. The Chief
Guest, before presenting the diplo-
mas and certificates, addressed the
students and exhorted them to look
for job satisfaction more than for
monetary satisfaction. He said he
wondered why such an institute
training young men on such unsefal
skills bad not been started earlier.

Mr. Rajanayagam, who ad-
dressed the audience earlier,
brought to their notice the popular
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standable this may be from the
individuals point of view, this was
detrimental to the society if the
exodus was considerable. He said
that those who go are likely to
come back and asked them to
bring with them the know - hows
so that it ean be used to develop
their own country.

After the vote of thanks was
proposed by Mr. Kunchithapatham,
the U'nion President, the function
came to a close.

The function commenced with
prayer by the Rt. Rev. Dr. S.
Kulandran, the former Bishop of
the Jaffna Diocese of the Church
of Semth India and ended with
benediction pronounced by him,

Bishop Ambalavanar
returns

The Rt. Rev. D.]J. Ambala-
vanar, the Bishop of our Diocese,
who went at the end of May to
Europe to attend the Golden Jubi-
lee of the founding of the Faith
and Order Commission at Laus-
sane, Switzerland, returned to
Jafina om the 29th of last month,

A Correction

In our issue of the 17th of
June, in the list of prize-winners
at the All-Ceylon Sumday Schools
Bible Quiz, the Correspondent,
who sent us the news item, had
made an error. In the Junior
Division the first place for the
best individual performance was
secured by Miss Chandrika Jeya-
rajah, of the Uduvil Church, and
pot that of the runner-up, asour
report stated. The error is re-
grotted.

London Tamil Congregation

The Tamil Christians, whe
gather once a month ata service
at Putney Methodist Church in
London, had a special Thanks-
Giving Service te commemorate
the 5th Anniversary of this Fellow-
ship on Saturday, the 25th of
Jume, 1977, at that Charch at
% p.m. The Service was led by
the honorary Fastor of the Con-
gregation, the Rev. S. M. Jacob.
The Rt. Rev. D.]. Ambalavanar,
Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese of
the C.S. 1., who was on a brief
visit to London, preached at the
service. There was a very large
gathering, including former Mis-
sionaries in Ceylon and South
India. Miss Appleby, the Rev,
and Mrs. Marcus Ward, and the
Coopers were among those present.
The €eylon High Commissioner
in London, Mr. Vernon Mendis,
and the Deputy High Commis-
sioner, Mr. C. Gunasingham —
an alumnus of Jaffoa College —
were also present. The service
was followed by a Variety Enter-
tainment provided by the mem-
bars of the Congregation and a
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At the manthly service at the
Putpey Church, which took place
on Sunday, the 26th of June, at
4 p. m, the Rt, Rev. D, ],
Ambalavanar along with Rev. S.
M. Jacob, conducted the Holy
Communion service, at which the
Bishop also preached the sermon.
This monthly fellowship has
proved of great strength and bles-
sing to the Tamil Christians in
England. More and more they
are concerned about helping worthy
canses in their home country of
Sri Lanka.

Sied

An English Parish comes
to our Aid

As reported by us in an
sarlier issue, Bishopwearmouth
Parish in Sunderland, England,
having heard of the endowment
fund being raised for the clergy
FPensions of the Jaffina Diocese,
decided to set apart their Lenten
collections towards this cause. Dr.
and Mrs. P. S, Selvachandran who
are worshippers at this parish
have been the main link between
the parish and the Diocese, The
Rt. Rev. D.]. Ambalavanar met
with a group of the parishoners
and its Vicar, the Rev. Eric
Shegog, on Tuesday, the 2lst of
June, at 6 p.m. at the Parish
Hall. The Bishop spoke on Mis-
sion and Unity, particularly high
lighting the example of the Church
of South India as a United
Church, which is still concerned
and engaged in the process of
wider unity. The Parishoners for-
mally presented to the Bishop a
cheque for 200 pounds for the
Piocesan Clergy Fepsion fund,

AN ECONOMIC THEORY

The other day, at the Annual
Funetion of the Jaffna College
Technical Institate, the Director
propounded an economic theory,
which I would i & to question.
Far be it from | . to challenge
his right to propound theories in
the Engineering field in which
he is a great figure, being a Vice-
President of the World Engineer-
ing Federation. Sucha gualification,
however, does mot validate theories
in other fields.

The Director said that, com-
trary to popular belief, the money
brought into Jafina in the early
days by our Malayan pensioners
bad not done good, but actually
done harm to us. Their money,
he said, bad merely inflated pri-
ces. The pensioners had introduced
no new ''know - hows; and thus
had failed to stimulate production.

Thisis to set up an antithesis
between capital and production
and hold that the first is neces-
sarily inimical to the second.
When Karl Marx's mother heard
that her son was writing a big

he is said ¢
have sxcﬁ? e %Mi%m;“

man would make some capital
instead of writing about it”. She
was a wise womarn,

Te uwnderrate the role of
capital in etonomics is, by no
means, wise. It wouid meéan that
the Marshall Plan at the end of the
Second World War was ill-conceived
and that Germany, Japan. [Italy,
etc., should have been leit to their
own resources. It would mean
that all primitive econemies should
be left alone, that all requests
for foreign investments from under-
developed countries are fundamen-
tally wrong; and that America's
yearly exzpenditure on aid to
under-developed countries is based
on an economie fallacy.

Money and production need
not be considered as mutually
hostile. Money pumps new life
into productien; it helps to acquire
means of production, it helps to
acquire skills, to pay decent wages,
to raise the standard of living and
increase purchasing power.

How many schools were put
up in Jaffna because of Malayan
money ! How many youth were
enabled to get a decent education,
and bow many farms enabled to
be run better? Till recently, it
is well known, how, when money
was wanted for & school or &
church building, a trip to Malaya
was the solution.: There was no
inflation, only a welcome stimulus.

At the discussion which followed
they evinced great interest in the
movement for unity and in the
work of the Church of South Indis.

OBITUARY
Mr. S. R. Chellappah

The death - occurred at his

residence at = Cheddiamadam,
Araly, op the 30th of May of
Mr. Syril Ratapagaram (Rethi)
Chellappah, He was a son of

the late Mr, H. M. Chellappah,
Head-Master of the Primary De-
partment of Jaffna College, and
himself bad his education at
Jalfina College. He then worked
in some Firms in Colomba. He
returned to Jaffna and became the
Manager-Accountant of the Jaffna
Co-operative Union Ltd, He ulti-
mately became its Regional Mana-
ger. He retired from service in
the above Union after sbout 25
years. He was noted for his
eficiency, geniality, and devetion
to his work, He was very popu-
lar with his co-workers and the
higher authorities respected his
integrity and his econcern for de-
veloping the work of the Union.
He was 71 years old at the time
of his death. ;

The funeral took place on the
st of fune and was very largely
attended. T]l m' t:an.ttha hnma
‘was conducted Jthe Rew, L, N,
Hitchcock, asslsted b}‘ Mr. A.
Jeyakumar. Mr. Hitchcock preached
the sermon. Tributes to the
deceased’s life and work were
paid by Mr. D. R. Gupasegaram,
Attorney-at-Law, and Mr. Spbra-
maniam, representing the Jaffpa
Co-operative Union, The commit-
tal rites at the cemetery of the
Araly Church were performed by
the Rev. Mr. Hitchcock.

The deceased leaves behind,

beside his wife Esther Manon-
mani, five sons — Rex, Roy,
Rig, Ray, Ron — their wives;

Mr. & Mrs. N. Sivakumaran, Mr,
& Mrs. Phillips (sens-in-law and
and daughters;; and Misses Ena
Erra Chellappah  ( daughters ) ;
and two sisters— Mrs. Selvarat:
pnam Hallock and Mrs, Lizzie
Shanmuganathan.

The idea that capital and
production are mutually hostile
arises from the fact of their pos-
sible imbalance. In the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries a lot
of gold and silver from South
America (robbed from Indiams)
was dumped into Europe and
dislocated European  economy.
That is because nothing was .
done with that money (except
wage wars), If there had been
more economic wisdom and mere
industrialism there would have been
great benefit. But neither the
Science of Political Economy nor
Industrialism had then been borm.

8. K.
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Significance of General Election '77 for the Tamils

*“It is not race, religion, language, State, civilization or economie
interests that make a nation’, wrote Renan, “the existence of a
nation resembles a plebiscite repeated every day.”

The T. U.L. F. is for the first time in the modern history t_lf
Sri Lanka seeking such a verdict from the entire Tamil people in
the forthcoming General Election, The thirty years since Independence
have shown that Sri Lanka's nationhood is but a coat of paint; for
many the fictitious kinship of race still constitutes the fatherland, Nor
should the forms of parliamentary democracy that have been adopted
bliﬁd us to the absence of real democratic conviction, the unwaver-
ing commitment to human rights and the spontaneous fellowship of
those so committed. Nor yet can we discern on the horizon any
leader of thought or action who embodies in his person the Sri Lanka
Man and one who can call into being a new Sri Lanka. It is
in this context that the Tamil leadership has asked the predominantly
Tamil electorates for a plebiscite on the issue of a Tamil Eelam
that ‘would assure the Tamil speakers of a homeland, their identity

and dignity among the peoples of the world.

Somstime bafore the Vaddukoddai Tamil Convention of May 1976
took the historic decision in favour of =a separate Free Sovereign
State of Tamil Eelam, the London-based Minority Rights Group, in
their Report on the Tamils of Sri Lanka, had observed with great
discernment that, till the present, the Tamils tended to see their
ctatus as similar to that of the Scots and Welsh. The present na-
tiopalism of the Tamils was the inevitable consequence of ‘Sinhala
only’ and 'Sinhalese only’ as reflected in an unequal citizenship writ-
ten imto an unequal Constitution and a series of acts of blatant
racial discrimination. Yet, there are those among tha Tamils who
think that, given lofty statesmanship on. both sides, it may still be
possible to find a settlement assuring the Tamils the essence of their
demand within the framework of Sri Lanka.

But, the seif-determination principle for the Tamils, whether in a
sOVEre} state of their ows ok in somje form of federationi can come
;nly @s the result of their convigtion and their unity. A massive vote
for Eﬂ Libesation 'Front in every Tdamil electorate at this Election
will proclaim to ourselves and the world that the thirty years dedi-
cated labour of our departed leader has at last helped us to turn
the cormer in our historic march.

(] 0 (o]

The manner of the election tampaign is no less impoftant than
the verdict recorded on polling day. What we are after is building
up the will and determination of a free people. The campaign should,
therefore, help to develop a discussion in depth and a broad consen:
sus about the goals of the struggle. The temptation should be avoi-
ded to use harsh language at rival candidates, some of whom, refused
Front tickets, are contesting on their own. What they and the elec-
torates should be helped to realize is that this is a national refer-
endum, as far as the Tamil speaking people are concerned. The
Tamil canse will gain with a pear unanimous vote in favour of the
TULF candidates; that cause will gain even more with magnanimous
folerance of dissidents and scrupulous respect fora free vote. Just as
[in the words of J. S. Mill) it is the truth that suffers when the
expression of error is forcibly suppressed, the coming into being of a
new State is delayed when impediments on the route are forcibly re-
moved, Nor should any quarter be given to impatient youth who
think of pursuing the struggle for Tamil Eelam through self-defeating
physical force,

Nor yet will the cause gain by any anii-Sinbalese sentiment. It
i senseless to blame & great community for the sins of a few who
sought to strengthen themselves in the seats of power by discrimi-
patory racial policies. No less senseless is if to hate a community
for the evil deeds of a few miscreants,

What we are after is a permanent political settlement in which
two great communities can live in amity and mutual benefit in the
bosom pf Sri Lanka. [t is revolutionary change from the present that
we are seeking, by the no less revolutionary weapon of the ballot.
It is indeed the commencement of a dharmic struggle, based on truth
and ahimsa. Though it may not be possible as yet to predict the
exact form in which the historical process will unfold itself, there can
be no doubt that, if we are truly committed to our cause, we shall
inherit ‘a great future,

The call to all Tamil speakers is to
moment that is now and to live up to it,

realize the greal historie

K, Negigh

A Memoir
Dr. A. E- DURAISAMY

The late Dr. Amarasingham
Edward Duraisamy was a citizen
of two countries Sri Lanka and
Malaysia — the former being the
country of his birth and academic
education and the latter of his
work for most part of his life.

He was the second son of
Mr. Velautham Amarasingham ol
Pugudutiva, who, after com-
pleting his studies at the Tamil
Schools, studied medicine in the
Tamil Medium under Dr. S. F.
Green at the Manipay Hospital.
For about two years he was
employed under Government. Later
he practiced medicine at Pungudu-
tiva alang with being a teacher

in a Tamil school. Dr. Durai-
samy, after studyipg in some
vernacular schools, joined the

Tellippalai Training School. There
he studied for more than 3 years —
a period which he considered " the
most worthwhile one he had
bither had affecting, to a marked
degree, his moral and intellectual
development”. He then entered
Jaffna College and excelled him-
self not only in studies but also
in extra-mural activities, He
became proficient in Gymunastics
and was captain of Cricket and
Football teams. He was also the
Chairman of the College Y. M. C. A.
He sat for the Senior Cambridge
Examination in 1908.

At that time Malaya had a
strong attraction for him. In
spite of cpposition from his parents
and from his elder brother, his
mind was made up of jeining the
Technical College in Kuvala Lum-
pur. When he landed in Singa-
pore in Januoary 1909 he found,
to his great sorrew, that the Kuala
Lumpur Technical College had
closed down. He, therefore, ap-
plied to -the Singapore Medical
College where he came omt first
in the entranns examination and
won a scholarship. Later in his
3rd year he was granted a Bur-
sary. His carreer at the Medical
College was a very fruitful one.
He qualihed as a full fedged
Doctor, i_n August 1913. In his
own words, in an autebiography,
*1 not only managed to complete
within a minimum time but with
distinction ',

Dr. Duraisamy then served
the Government in various places
for 28 years, his first station
being Ipoh and the last station
Kuala Lumpur, which he served
for 15 years. He filled various
positions during his career — Act-
ing Medical Officer, a post re-
served for FEuropeans only; in
charge of the Quarantine Camp
in Port Swetteribam ; Senior Medi-
cal Officer and Medical Officer
( Malayan Medical Service), the
only local doctor to be promoted
to this rank,

After his retirement he started
a practice of his own in Sentul,
He was a very popular and skilled
Gynaechologist. His clientele was
drawn from all group and races.
He also served asa guide, philo-
sopher and friend to his patients’

The government awarded him in
recognition of his services the
honours of O.B.I. and J. I,

Dr. Duraisamy also took a
very active part in many social
and religions affairs, Fe was a
leader among the Ceylonese in
Malaya and the Chairman, [irst,
of the Ceylonese Association of
Taiping; then the Chairman of
the Ceylon Tamil Association;
later the President of the Ceylon
Federation of Malaya, Sllangor.
Through these positions he was
helped to play a major role in
their activities. He took a mea-
ningful interest in Family Planning
activities and was responsible for
inaugurating a Family Planning
Committee, He was, in addition,
a Municipal Councillor and -a
nominated member in the Federal
Legislative Council.

His interest in Church work
was equally great — or even grea-
ter than all the other activities.
From the very beginning of rea-
ching Malaya he toock a very
active part in Church work in
Kuala Lumpur, He was Chair-
man of the official Board of the
Metbodist Tamil Church for over
25 years and was a Sunday School
Superintendent for some time. He
financed the repairs of the Tamil
Church at Malaca Street, which
had been damaged during the war.

Dr. Duraisamy always kept
in very close touch with his
Alma Mater, Jaffna College, his
mother Chureh at Pungudutiva
and the Jaffoa Diocese of the
C.S. 1. as a whole. During the
centenary celebrations of the Ameri-

can Ceylon Mission in 1916, he

was one of a group of Tamilsin
Malaya who sent mn address of
greetings with a gift of one hun-
dred pounds towards the Centenary
Fund.

Again in 1966, he was one
of thoss who sent a message of
greetings during the 150th Anni-
versary celebrations of the Mission,
and made a substansial donation
to the special fund that was being
raised. He made a contribution
of Rs. 30,600 for building the
Parsonage at Pungudutiva.

He was a very generous host
to several friends from Jafina who
visited Malaya. [ can very well
recall how intensely interested he
was in erecting the Bicknell Me-
morial Pavillion at Jaffna College.
He actively and enthusiastically
helped Mr. A, C. Sundrampillai
and myself in 1953 in going to
the Old Boys and friends for
collecting money for this project,
while giving himself a bandsome
donation. Bishop and Mrs. Kulan-
dran and Rev. K, S. Jeyasingam
were full of praise for the very
warm welcome he accorded to
them when they paid a wvisit to
Malaya as an official delegation
of the Jaffna Diocesan Council in
1955,

Dr. Duraisamy was a gentle.
man to the finger tips and of a
very generous bpature, rendering
help wherever it was needed and
was always open to new ideas
and ideals.

Lyman S. Kulathungaws
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