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D. T. Niles Memorial Trust

The above Fund was initiated
by the Jaffpa Christian Union
1980  commemorating the
tenth death anpiversary of the
Rev, Dr. D. T. Niles; The Fund
and its purpose munaged
by a special Trust Fund Com-'
mittee  with< Rt Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar as the chairman
and Rev. Weslev
Mr. A Kﬂd:rgarnm' as the 'Jbim
treasurers. The
were InVESldd and procee;:i:. from
the _l,n_tm;;s_;s helped 1o grant
scholarships to fi'\;e ‘.‘-!udenls;
who:w*n': under gra‘duaies in
the Unwersny of Jaifna in_the
of' Christian Civilisa-

in

was

“sums L\l”.,l:lcd'

Sub_ggqyenti_y lhe mnnaﬁtﬂmm_
of the Fund, yas, entrusicd to
the Chns‘t‘ihn,im,].nme _for- the
Study of Religion and Sbcltt!y
with;Messers:.S. Thanapalan and
A Kadirgdmar, as the
lreasunlsf_s and a Rlll‘: commitiee
of management Wwith Ei_shcrp
Ambalavapar as the Chairman.
This committee has formulated
a Scholarship Scheme to encour-
age foll time pnst—g;h’dii'a{i: TS~
search including M. Phil. candi-

dates in the fields of Christian -
Religion and-——

_ Civilisation _or
Society.
The 25th death .anniversary
of the Rev. DroD- T, Niles falls
17th of July, 1995 and
consulia-

on the
efforts are made in

I T
.i..'

Ari.;r&j":ih'and.,.

_issue of May 24th,

. establish

joint

_F{md & Scholarships

Jaffpa Christian
the
also

vion with the

Union to commemorate

anniversary [ittingly and

t_enhance the Memorial Fund ,

1o adequately fulfil its purpose.

Lest We Forget
o The Hasﬁngs Family

" Pozens of students
College, past and present and
others -ass,qciated' with

Diogesan Institutions . will

prativude in reading

appeared in the Morning Star
1940,

_““Recently Jafina Collegs-was
willed $5000/- (Rs.
scholarship nimed
SCHOAR-

i34
R. -

"_vHASTlNuS
in, htmrm. of Rey.
and the * Rev;

the first

Hastings*
Hastings,
Principals of the
The ““donor was Mrs.
Ashton Lawrence.

and
Institution.
Robert

Mrs. Lawrenco. was  Caroline—
Hastings, youngest = sister of
Rev. R. € Hastings (may be re-
membered therefore as the niece

of President Grover - Cleveland

_of USA.) Mjss Minnie Hastings--

(now Mrs. M. H. Harrison of
the United Theological College,
Bangalore) was her nicce, Mrs.
Lawrence was born in Jaffna and

| ‘Rev. DR. T. D. NILES MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP

Applications are invited from
whoare willing to engage themselves in~full
time post-gradute research
Christian Civilisation or Regligion and Society.

B

Candidates registered for the M. Phil course
in Christian Civilization are eligible to apply.

Further details and application forms
may be obtained from:

Acting Direclor, CISRS;
Christian

candidates

in the fields of

A. Kadirgamar,

Theplogical Seminary.
Chunnakam

of Jaffna .
_known toduy as the
out
be.
greatly’ intercst:d and raise their
“hedrts, n
the following news iem which .

_called with

lS,ﬂ-’Iﬂ{_;_)" to:

with’'..

third |

“The Moming Star,

; Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai
. __J

remained

with her parents in
Jatfna, till she was 15. Then
she procseded 10 the United Sta-
tes, pursued her  eduocation,

married Mr. R. A Lawrence, i
wealthy young man and  adicd in
February 20th, 1939 in Paris.
Before death she mude this gene—
rous gift as her heurt lovmgly
turned to the scenes uf her ecarly
childhood™”
The above st
*‘Hastings
Schotarship®™ was carefully in-
vested through these. 55 yeaps
and has served genczrations @ of

Sciolarship,

- students to pursue higher swudics

heré and in India.

In this context it may 'be re

that du in2 the last few decadus

many J:scendents of our missio-
“mary Fam L:s have made nostal-

gig. wrips down memery lane
‘hearts © lovingly
turned * to the 'scdiies of
childhood ..’- some of t
being ‘the Jamesons, the
nells, the ‘Wards, Hoisinghtons

ana the Scotts. _:;[jed O, penheim

Twear

~ who served here. as a bachelor

' missionary in the. 19305 réturned:
here for a visit with his. wife
Helen in the 19?’03 aud so refre-,
shingly renewed relat:onshlps

_ resultipg _.in__many  generous—

scholarships which' Helen so glc-
votedly - contimued —évén after
Ted’s death last year and. jost
before her own death early thig

. year. eSS

And now Grace Bunker,
was also born in Jaffna  turng
her:. heart lovingly to Jaffna
along with some other former.
missionary associates to- renew
relationships and to be of some
use to Jaffna and the Jaffna
Diocese of the CSI. We should
not and cannot forget that glori-
ous past which has now borne
a hundred  [old! We re-

main grateful.

who

fruit

Obituary
Mrs. Ranjini David
Death occurred of Mrs, Ran-
jini David in Sweden on 19/4/95.
She was the daughter of late
Singham — and Mary
Singham af  Pandutheruppu.
Alfred David, a Sr-

Ragie

wife of

their'

Bick- "

- Reve 5 G Amotd

Welcome to

Mr. and Mrs. K. S. Joseph |

ko ala o
The Erlalai South Church wel-
comed the new Pastor Mr. K. S.

Joseph and his ‘wife Catharine

Joseph on Saturday, 6th of May,
1995, at 4-45 p m. at the
A M. T-M ‘schoolhail. -
‘futiction  was

“Secretary  Mrs,
kumar,
cedwith prayer offered by the

presided ‘by the

The

Yinothini’ Raj-
The function commen- .

"Rev, 8. C. Arnold- — Welcome —

‘speeches were delivered by the
“Seeretary, Sunday School Super—
mtcndent Mrs. Ranjini Jeyarat-
nam, Commlttec member Mr. K.

e Thm:au:.qe,h Youth League-

Prcs:dem Mr. J. Leslie Nigie and

}ny and—granmde ~—by the b‘utgmng Pasior the Rey.

5. C Acrnold: All the speakers.

expressed the unity of Erlalai
South-and said that the Church
" will extend its fullest co-operat-

ion fo, the new Pastor in all his

endeavws and make his stay

7 with them a success The Sunday b

“Scliool. Supermtendent recalled
ourlate Blshep Kt Rev.S. Kul- '

‘andran saying to the Pastrz_ sent_g_

to Erlalai South:. Church 1 am |
_,send;ng—yoa—«!ewene-of—ﬂm— basr“‘—'

C!;urchcs in’ 'bur Dmce x
: Souﬂi ChurcF"
smd._ _t e " pastors served I],g[

il

‘would  have * experienced tlw

rqglu.x of h.ls.suymg—aad—%he—m———

Pastor will experwncc it in hls
period of service her.  Refresh—
ments were served by the m
“bers Mr. K. S. Joseph in his
reply thanked all for orpan zing

this fuuction and the co- Ppar-

-ation thﬂ-membﬂ's promlsed him,

during his stuaz_. __i_:[_e_ sard 'with
the guidance of 'God amd with
the co-operation | of the ﬁambtn
he will do his best for 1he e uplift-—
ment ot'the Church spiritually and
otherwise —The function came to
an end with prayer un_c'! benedi-
ction by the outgoing Pastor. the

lankan _Q_ip_ipmgl_l_ and mother
of Chona, Shantha and Sumi.

She was-an otd-girl of Jaffox

College- A Service of thanks-
giving was held ut the Metho-
dist Church,  Kollapitiya on

28(4/95 at 5-30 p.m.
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Many here in Jaffna may not

Home Again The Fith Term

PHIRIR S e ,h.a_ also share the G rman langiige,
gun my tifteenth yenrat ,qu.fn:i ours. Our distinguished South and sie bent over buckwards, as
College, with the CST dnstitu= 4., Seeretary, Rev. Eric A we say, to get me into inter-
tiors - te—bted C-l.m_rch Gass, is tneirs s And - have never e;—,ting'spcuki”-“-’* situations, both
Board for World Miuistric-‘- .lﬁ!ext had a be_uer__homc i.'-".!:\JC. SlJIeEf' 0 Disninles Churches and _in
_\'?;1r TR TBaRd Will Te TR King assigumert Lh e S those of the United Church of
Common ?m::ﬂ Board b.""-';“ll'r‘? pust fall.— & Christ. Onae of the most suec—
we now alrea erate ully ) bl ) . 4Tances was
toBaTTT wi:h :r'Jch-,}-li]-ssin-t i G.iny S'..'h.t’t, -L.l:\ _in the (',SSF-_L}_!.__ ol 1llm-.c EEIPT\‘.}Z‘:"L‘:;“::T
of the Disciples of Chris, Disciples hmdcﬁn}’fe:h in J[udu—_l aeweekend in ’T. u. L.;.t C_’Iqr:m
T loyely, personnel anapolis, Indiant, ® e elatm-  ated of the states, aspar,

chiel, Julia Brown Karimu, is ing

‘itinerator,’

with whom [

-

.

The Annual Youth Camp of our Dio-

‘oese  wos organized by the Religious Edu-
~“gation Boardfrom 22 nd to 24th April 1995
‘"at ‘the Chrlsta Seva Ashram on the theme.
g '“‘Bmldmg ‘a New Community of Faith:
- Commitied to Peace and Justice’’. a theme
‘chosen by the CCA for the Youth for
b 1990—1995. Tt was very appropriate that
this theme) was chosen for this camp
in line with the two themes dealt with
_last year at the two Youth Ralhes ‘viz .
“The Rnle of Christian Youths in crea-
l_—-‘—t-L_ng--a-_—lust..-.-Socw:y" and “"Blessed are
« the Peace-Makers.”” 80 youths from 16
in this camp Resi-
. dential arrangements were made at the

Christian Theolegical Seminury and Women’s

' Centre for the boys and girls respectively-

The opening worship was conducted
by the youths of Erlalai South and Nuna-
| vil Churches, The Rev. D. S. Thiagara-
jah, Principai of Christian Theological
- Seminary preached on the theme. He stre—
ssed that whatever establishes

. and harmony in the social,

wholeness

conuectlons between the models of suffer—

——_———-——ll——mg m-lvanl,-and. Jesus, he pointed out that

shalom is restored in the very act of the

4 servant community to make its own

the

b pain of the hungry, the mrissery of —the

poor, Ithe hopelessness of the oppressed
and the devastation of nature,

The main address on the theme Wag
delivercd-« by the Rev. Fr. Jeeva Paul
OMI, « Rector (of the Junior Semjuar}r.
Colambogam, He spoke on A Call n;.
Community."" He said that the sialient

features of the Faith Community are idep-
tification, accsptance, life-giving,

helping
and healing,

forgiveness, Mission and

celebration

The Bible - Studies
the Rev. 8. 5. Terrence of
Church and Rev. V. Rajkumar, Pastor of
Tellippalai Erlalai * North churches.
The Sermon on the second and third day.

were —conducted by

the Methodise

angd

“BUILDING A NEW COMMUNITY OF
PEACE AND JUSTICE”

~ Youth Camp 1995

political com-
~} munity works for shalom. By making th,

~ willingness — of the suffering — servint to
_suffer for the sake of a  broken
world to establish justice. The church
~—as_a community of Faith is called (o he

FAITH: COMMITCE!) TO

were preached by the Sevak Sam Alfred

and Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar respecti-
vely. Bishop stressed that peacs is nog
just the absence of war but the active
presence of justice. - He emphasised the
aspect of integrity of creation as a fair
Tesponse of humanity to the Shalom in-

tended by God in creation.

The Rev. A. A, Paul, Vice Principal
of Jaffna College delivered the second ad-
dress on “‘Justice and Eeoloey " He brou—
ght out the two possible iaterpretations
“f the question of creation and dominion
4nd said that the more liberating interpre-
tation of the book of Gznesis is the doct-
Line of Si‘eﬁrardship,

The Rev. S. I. Anandarajan of the City
Mission, Jaffna served as Chaplain of the
Camp. -Mr. Anton Chandrakumar assisted
by Mr. T. Sathianathan was in-charge of
the meals. The Rev: Milion Solomn, Chaplain
of the University of Jaffna and Mr. P.
Thevamithiran directed “the singing. Mr.
V. §. Pathmathayalan, the new Worker of
Kalmadukullam and the Rev. S. C. Arnold
served -as Treasurer and ‘Registrar .of the
camp respectively. Mr V. Mithira Ranjan,
the Project Officer, CCFC was instrumen=
Aal in the over-all arrangements.

The Tamil version of the
Salvador’® which portrays the
Ministry —of ~Arch Bishop Osear
was screened with an “introduction by’ the
Director, This helped the participants to
grasp the theme of the camp and of the
sucic—e_uanolrnic—po]itic:lt reality of our
country in a meaningful way. A Panel Dis—
cussion led by Revds. A. A. Paul, S. C,
Arnold and D. §. Thiagarajah held
on the last day to the questions
and issues raised by the participants.

film ‘‘El
life and
Romero

was

dnsWer

The campers benefited a lot by the

special seminar on be an effec-

tive speaker?’ conducted by the Rt. Rev.

“*How to

Dr. § Jebanesan, Bishop of Jaffna Diocese,

Mrs, Thaya Thiagarajah, Director, Re-
ligious Education Board, thankéd all those
who helped to make (his camp a success,

e

Wyomina, where a bie Disciples

!

church Hﬂurl‘-hus in a semi-arid
IIhILI[IulIﬂ ]'d'['l.gL
down in

the

\o'.ll'lt,_ nexeto d

where the dasr come
the evening and surround

After my weekend here
churech

Town .

I understand that the

voted to increase their mission

by a substantial amount
| was in a small Uniied
Church in Colville, Washington
near one of our larger Indian
A very small but
active group heard me there.
the Mission Committee head
herself is a candidate for the
ministry. And over the
mountains there, a long enou-
gh drive that I didn’t have
time to make a detour, is the
village of Tiger! really almost
a ghost town. The Mission head
and her husband made a Sspe-
cial effort to go over this
winter and take pictures of the
only building there — the Tigert
General Store, in the snow.
This year I also was surpri-

sed to find Rev. Mahilrajah
at one of my mzetings -a big din-
ner get - together in the Ukr—
ainian - German town of Odessa
in the center of the state  of
Washmﬂton where grain, cattle
and a beer festival in October
are the main items of business
Mabhilrajah pastors a church
at ‘Warden, Washington, also
in the cznire of Washington,
but a good distance away.
Both towns have excellent

sausage makers! Mahilrajah is
also on the World Board and
I saw him_ again at [Indiana-
polis, where the Board’s an-
nual meeting —was held —in
Noyember ‘94 in conjunction
with Disciples” Board. He and
many others, were especially
receptive to my opening medi-

giving

reservations.

just

—+—tation—for the sessions.

Everywhere people enthusias-
tically received my fiews of Sri= —

Lanka, the CSI work, the colle-
ges and the seminary, the child-
ren’s -homes-and. the day-care

centers. And I came away feeling
that people had listensd more
closely than ecver before. One
church, the First, Congregational
Church in Essex Connecticut, had
me up to speak twice-a sermon
and later a women’s group pre-
These people were so
the letters
the six

sentation.
excited about they
children
they alone have adopted at St.
John's in Batticaloa that

received from

it ma-
de me more determined to see
that all our children’s sponsors
get letters more-often from  their

‘‘adoptees.”’

All was not so delightfut ar
home this time. California, my
birthplace was hit by severe

(Continued on page 5)
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Some H storical Reflections
on the Jaffna
Christion Union

The Jaffna
was

Christian  Union
founded on the initiative
of the then existing inter- de-
nominational Jaffna Bible Soci
€1y in November, 1907 with eight
rules up at the

meeting zoverning Membership

drawn first

and on
payment of ten cents per annum)
It was. managed by
mittee which the greater
part of its first ten years, the
President was Rev. Jacob Thom-
son (C.M.S Missionary and
Principal of St John's College,
Jaffna) and the Secretary Rev.
S.S. Somasunderam also of the
Anglican Church. Tracts
distributed regularly and
a time Conventions were oroa—
nised. The forerunner of this

(Interdenominational,

a Com-
for

Werc

after

popular Convention was a Con-
vention in che Jaffna Fort in
1891 — wtich included Christizn
Laymen from all the churches;
boarding school students .und
mothers unions. It is said that
these meetings ** .. brouchti into
Christian fellowship m;my
the different churches and eave
us a visible unity = The conven-

of

tions- and meetings held —with
the visits of Dr. John R
Mott in 1895 and Dr. Sherwood
Eddy in 1899 were also instru-
mental in emergising such Con-
ventions. From 1915 the Annual
Conventions became un Aapual

Feature and som: of the impor=
tant speakers this
tions were Bishop V. S. Azariah,

at Convien-

Revds. 5. Paramanantham, Fra—

neis Kingsbury and Dr. L. P,
Larsen. The most
—speaker_and visitor of the cen-
tury to Jaffna and the JCU was
Sadhu Sunder Singhin June- 1918,
The first series of meetings were
held at St. John's College and
4t-had a profound and lasting
impression on all who attended

ouistanding

in 1915 in an honourary capaci-
ty
orgamsing the Week of Evange-
lism and the Temperance Move-
The Temperance Move-
ment of the JCU brought with-

ment.

in it many Hindu friends as
well in joint its efforts. In the
early twenties the Constitution

was revised and the purpose of
the JCU was defined as follows:-

‘To promote union among
Christian Churches of the Nor-
thern Province, to deepen their
life, formulate and
express Christian public opinion,
to welfare
of the Christian Community, to
work for the advancement of
the Kingdom of God, and the
well-being of the people of this
land.”

It was a period
tanding laymen of all clurches

spiritual 1o

further the general

when outs-

began to take an active part
in the affairs of the JCU, such
as 1 V. Chelliah, sel-
vadurai, J. K. Channugam, L.
P. Spencer and J. A.
rasinghe, with Dr. L. P Larsen
and Sr. Stapley Jones as guest
speakers

N:vins

lssavee-

thiut  the
JEU m
mad : head

It is also known
united efforts of the
its evangelistic work
way in Vannarponnai - specially
with the conventions ol Do
Stanley Tonss during the
years 1915 o ' 2| wizn mere
than 500 pzople  attended  the
mestings itight.  Fhere
mstances of  perso—
nal and the Chu-
rches spaeially tae Methodists
were able to establish théir work

2AC)
Were maiy

commitment

_at Vannar_gamu; The minister
at this time was Rev. James
Mt her— b b ad- il 2 L A
_fo 1939 a genemtmn D|

Managzement took up the chall-
engeof  Evangelism
the visit of Dr. Stanley
in 1935 and the International
Missionary Conference at
in December 1938°

Jones

_Tam-

haram Tak-

9i. Rev. Jamces S Marher worked “ing o mew line known -as—the-
Visiting Instructors in Speris

The University, Jaffna sppointed the following Visiting
Instruct r5 for the vear 995,
Foot Ball Mr. 5. Antonypillai
Hockey for Girls - Mr. 5. 5. Ratasabapathy
Hockey Tor Boys -~ Mr: R R. Rajoasingam
Table "Iznmb - Mr. V. I Arulananduam
Badminton - Mr. T. Sri Visaka Rajah
Athleties - Mr. K. W_ Vimalarajan
Gymnastics Mr. E. E. Elampirayah
Chess = Mro T Aronakirmathan
K ariate - Mr. S Tharmarasah
Crickat Mr- ¥. K. Shanmugalingam
'I-'Ennis Mr. M. 5. Brodie

for six moanths for the UnioMlism®

-inspired. by

““‘Forward Movement in Evange
the ICU
denomination

reéquested
o set

each
! apirt
minister for successive
of six months. the
being the Revds.
sunderam, R.C p. Welch and
D. T Niles. A proposal
interchange of ministers between
the JCU, SIUC (now IDCST)
and the North Ceylon District
Methodists led to the formation

one
periods
First of thoge
S. 8 Soma-

fol

A nasty incident took place ar
my mother's  high  school-
Garfield H. § - when 4 student
went  lome, fetched 2 zun,
Came  back and  started firing
at & group of studenis. At the
same time  Garfield  has  now
the reputution of being one of
our best schools.

Movies have be<n playing up
this kind of gratuitous violence.

ot a Committe 1o explore  the like *“Natural Born killers™” and
possibilities of Church Union "Pulp Fiction,” which I was glad
0 Coyton, RIS Tater g to see did not get the Aca_dg:;_]y
the setting up of the Negoti *2rds for which it wasnom-
ating.  Committee on E‘I;url:h s .exc_epl ome.Uafortan....
Union-in Ceyloi Biaritt s tely, this is .the kimﬂ ‘nf film
PEHIOUD thede 2 Wik ity oY that the, censors of Sri Lanka

lay and clergymen from various
parts of the world who addre-

ssed the Conventions of the JCU
in 1957 it
celebrated its golden Jubilee with
Rev. James S. Mather Chairman

from time to time and

of the Methodist
Rt. Rev:

Church
Lakdasa de

Guests

It isalso of ifiterest to note
that the proper body then to
initiate The Ashram Board af

and
Mel Bis-
hop of Kurunegala as the Chief

prefer to admit to this country
Qur best films, like these of
Tom Hanks, who won —best actor
again this year, will probably
not be seen here. In Colombo
in April | meta trio of young
people from Thailand who, upon
hearing that T come from Seattle,
brightened up and said “Sleepless

in Seattle?” a romantic Tilm
with l-Iankf.T H1s portrayal of

an . AIDS-afflicted lawyer in
*Philadeiphia’  won I}ie-a the- —
best—mtor awqrd i year aga.

Munagement in Jaffna was the This year it ‘was. for Forrest

JCU.- O November 9th. 19.3_3 ‘Gump, the rather crazy story

the Board set up by the Jaffna of the Southermer of h‘.log— T

Christian  Union passed the uverage intelligenc= who. througt

Constitution of the Ashram bath grit ‘and  Iuck, makes g
sucesss of his life.

Board naming it the Christa Seva
Ashram electing its offica-bea-
rers with the Head of the Ashram
The
Ashram
Chapel was laid-in January - 1939
by Dr. Visser’t Hooft. It was a

its Seecretary.
for the

serving as

corner stone

gift of the Christian Schools
(JICCF) ==
-Home -agaip......

|
l

At an armual Sr] Lankan dmno;,
in Seattle, a project of rctnme@
Peace - Corps volmneers? I mqlt
a different sort of success story—
a young Tami who _wsm t;___ o

~ Colombo Hindn‘—euﬂcgc——m‘}———

whose fiancee is finishing !wr

Ecnmemcus work at the medical faculty in

~—Jaffna invited -me m—bas«—ew{i—-—

home for lunch, then s_how_e_la

(Continued from page 2)
flooding several times.
the ' hardest hit areas,

ian  River, north of San Fran-

vacations. In another wot south
of San Francisco, the busiest
highway — Interstate = 5-suddenly
had & bridee washed our, with
a number of vehicles. Airlines
struck fall
disturbing  for
fabric was the es-
violznece around our

disasters last as

well. Bul more
our  social
calation of

highschools-not in Los Angeles

or Chicago or New Yark, but
in-—my —owa — home  town _of
Seattle.

A girl was Kilied in w drive-
by shooting Ballard High
School, where many of my
friends went to school years ago.

at

" One of
the Rus-

me around his ‘campus’ of the
~Microsoft industry-in Redmondy———
_across the lake from Seattle:

After a cc_lnigﬁut-cr:Iucatiou -in_

~ siseo” about 90 miles; was—the —Louisiana—he got-a —Job—with
scene of my childhood summer

this_biggest of computer soft-
ware industries the T S.
More than this. - proud
tell of his soc;al

n
T was
to hear him
service work with the Rotoract

Club he belongs to 1n BeHevne: —
Jeyapatity offerediied thety me )
time
Welongings

i came to
ship by
freight: his firm gets a zood
3% And sowe

the helping  hand has come full———

well when

some T = a

discount . 500y

circle, back to the country that

exported both the missions and

he senviee clubs. This isthril= =

ling to see. LS5 .
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EDITORIAL

= Children and the Church

"l"t’s a difticult time: it’s a challenging time At the
time of Children’s Rallies I'd like to ask thequestion: How
well are  we succeeding in inspiring our children and in-
stilling in them the Life of Christ? Children here respond
wonderfully to the competitions, and in contrast to American
children, seem to sutfer very little from stagefright and ner-
vous mannerisms. The dramas are always done with gusto

" |and obvious enjoyment. How is it that the worship services:
|so often presented im chapel and church do not reflect this

same youthful joy? I sometimes wonder if a dull service does
in weeks of teaching
and practice And can we afford to be less than inspiring

fat the weekly services to which our youth go, at least those
|who, because: they live in an adjacent home for boys or girls’

'imake up a captive andience?

" The fa_iiure of tha.churches is amply clear in America

|today, where, ““a child dies from gunshot wounds every two

hours a classroom full every two days,’’ as David Brown writes

‘jin United Churches News for September 1994. He further states

that “*in 1990 alone, 560 American children between the ages of 10
land 14 died from guns- twice the number of haadgun deaths
of all ages in  Sweden, Switzerland, Japan, Canada, Great
[Britain and Australia _u::_:il’-':_\bined."

' In The Disciplesfor October 1994, Michae! - Kinnamon
tells us that 22 perpent of allU. S. children - and 45 percent
of African-American (Negro) children - live below the poverty

|line. More American kids are growing up in households with

income less than half the poverty level than the entire popu:
lation of Lebanon or Singapore.”’ A very poor showing for
the land that exported Jesus Christ as the Light of Life.

| Furthermore, “‘the mortality rate among African-Ameri
can infants (this is in America, not Africa)—is nearly double’

_}as Costa Rica, Hungary and Sri Lanka

‘IWas passed that would cut off social services

that of Cuba and considerably higher than in such ¢

as “"'! Suth statisties are
hard 1o accept
middle class

Christians have concerning p:zope who live at or below the

poverty level.

| Maybe it's racism, maybe it’s sconomic

shortsightedness.
In the recent election in California a certain

Proposition 187

to children of
undocumented residents, This measure,  writes Vernon S, Broyles
III in Preshyterian Survey for January / February 1995, ‘would
deny- thesc children access to all healih care except emergency
medical attention. Tt would turn teachers into agents of the

Immigration and Naturalization Service, who wou!ld be expe—

¢ted to identify and root out such children:'— He continues:
‘The callousness of this proposition  against children and
familics already living at the bare margins of life stand oy

in even greater relief when we consider
of money spe
that wvote.

the obscene amoun
nt in the nasty political struggles that attended
In California one candidate alone spent some 30

million dollars of *his owp mon:y' in a failed election bid.*

And —very rightly Broyles points to the .01-.‘1 and New

ountries -

And yet they are unfortunately very belicv-
—f@ble,—given the attitude that many affluent and

FETLSISISNG

obituary b In Memorium
: o of the 36th DEATH
o
e S  ANNIVERSARY of
o
Mahendran b
:: A
The death occurred 1n Colombo e
on Friday the 28th April of : !
Mr. Sabaratnasingam Mahendran % Rey. E. K. Yesuthason
: 6-11-1889
; ; ‘ the late Me, 9@ Born: 6-11
He was the sun. n‘)l the late Mr ol_! e e e
N. 8. Sabaratnasingam and Mrs. ThawiN the. ol e

P. Sabaratnasingam of Karaina
gar. The funeral took place in
Colombo on Sunday the 30th ¢
April- 1995 at 9.00 a.m. A pra-
yer meeting was

TIME hath claimed a
scorz of thirty six years.
Since you left us to be-
mourn the loss and to
clorify your earthly cares
The fragrance of our
Love & Esteem on your

conducted at
the residence of his mother, 28,

revered soul. Yet remain
4th Cross  Street, Jaffna, at the im us as Fresh as the
time of the funcral. Sabarat- morning dew before its
the fall.

nasingam Mahendran leaves be-
hind besides his wife Packialu-

Fondly remembered
by his daughter (Arul),

. ; son  (Ayr) and the host
zmy, Manoharan, M%thlthar.an of 1 Thildein et
(Brothers) and Indrani Sathia- S i e
singam and Chandrarani Ariya- the clam.

Malvam Cross Lane,
(Off Love Lane)
Uduyil

ratnam (Sisters).

L] ¥¥

Y]

children who are  hungry, the children whe are sick, the

children who are homeless, the children who are unpretected |

from disease. the children who are
and for the pleasure of others.’

And Broyles is speaking only of America itself, not of
places like Rwanda, where lakhs of children are going wit-
hout ' the barest of these essentials.

The attitudes of our

exploited for the gain

fellow Christians, these who
voted for such a proposition, were formed, presumably, in
church. [s it inchurch where we learn that we cam ‘Let the
little childien suffer! We’re tired of the presence of their
illegal parents. We’re angry with Washington’s —inaction! If
the children have to pay the price, then so be it!" At lzast
this is what this proposition says to many of us.

One hopeful sign in the midst of this crisis in attitude,
this crisis of violence against children, is a new program in
the Con_uec_ticut Conference called Face - toFace. —+a “program
that brings together people of different social-economic and
racial backgrounds.’’ The pregram was initiated affer
DelJesus a member of a youth group at Iglesia Bautista Con-
gregatinale, a spanish-speaking UCC congregation in New Bri-

tain, Connecticut, was shot to death November 4, 1993 on

the steps of his high" school.

Many churches. as a result of this and much
such violence, are planning activities for the National
vance of children’s Sabbaths, which falls in
coordinated by the Children's Defense Fund.
“*Cease Fire! in the war against children.’’ Bills banning assault

weapons for the public are difficult 1o pass Only three states
have such laws, one being Connecticut,

other
Obser-
mid October,
The theme is

Connecticut's approach may not sait Sri Lanka's needs.
But no one would deny that the need is there! Who or
what does influence our children most effectively is a. que-
sition we simply cannor ignore. After the passage of Propo-
sition 187 in Culifornia, Vernon Broyles [II, Associate for
Corporate Witness in the Social Justice area of the Presby-
terian Church (USA) kept hearing in his head the voice of

Miguel

Jesus saying. ‘Let the little children come to me. do not
Testaments where God tells us through his prophets that he stop them, for it is fo such as thes: that the kingdom of
‘will hold a society such as American's accountable for the heaven belongs. R. G. Porter
Registered as a News (Paper at the G P O. g Lanka. News Printed for —the Jaffua  Diocese of the Church o,
Asouth Indinat the American  Ceylon Mission Press. 182, 1st Cross Street. Jaffna on Friday the 2rd  of June 1995 any
whiished by Mr. G, Nadaraja, Diocesan office.

Vaddukoddai,
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