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| THE EDITOR,

Established :

Transfers an

1 think all nf. us  whether
in South Asia or in the Uni-
ted States, or Australia, expe-
rience a sense of loss when
guide
midst
in a
aifferent
Here  at  the
Church of the Dio-
Vaddukoddai, we are
NOT to lose our
counselor, guide and friend
of past few years. And we
are fortunate not to losg his
mqsxcal wile, who has
of such Hhelp with the

friend—leaves our
to take up these Troles
new selting,with a
congregation.
Cathedral
cese, in
fortunate

and

been
choi.

-and the College vesper servieos.

d’mm fortunate to GAIN
- whao
also been a lectursr  at
the minary, Rev.A. A' Paul
and his family will -continue
in Vaddukoddai as he devotes

Thanksgiving Service

V. Mithirananthan
Dezath USA on
1-6-957 of V. Mithirananthan.
He was a son of Mr., & Mris.

occurred in

J. N. Vijeyaratnam of Erfafai —

~North (now at_ Uduvil). BelQ_ved
Husband of Indra (USA) Bro-

‘ther of - Mithirathasan  USA),
_ Mithiranesan (Kuawait), Mithira-

ranjan (Manager A. C. M. Press;
Vaddukoddai) Son-in-Law  of
late Mr. Ananthan and of Mrs.
Ananihan, Father of
and Shivani.

Ramesh

Funeral took place in USA
on. 3-6-95. A Thanksgiving
Service in remembrance ofhis life
was held at his Erlalai
dence on 3-6-95. Service wus
conducted by the Rev. D. §.
Thiagarajah with the assistance

resi-

of Mr. Surendran, worker-in-
Charge  Scripture lesson—was.
read by Mr. A. Thevagunanan-

than, worker Klaveddy Church.
- Special song was sung by Mr.
5. Anthony ‘worker, Araly
Church, 'Mrs. Sugirtham Tha-
yananthan paid fatribute. Spe-
cial fprayer done by
Rev. S. 1. Anantharajah. The
sermon was preached by the
Rev. D.S. Thiagarajah, circuit
pastor ‘of 'Erialul North Church.

was

_our
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Opportumt)r
more of his time of the
of Co-Vice-Principal at Jaffna

joh

College and as he continues
in the service of the Church
as circuit pastor Rev. S.P.
Jeyasingham and  wife will
dovor:  their  time to the
m.in[.sti-y “of the “Cathedral
church and its congregation.

This transfer time is a
good opportunityfor each of
congregations to  pause
and reassess its steward-
ship ol Christ's The
Newsletter of thz First Cong-
“regational Church of Essex in
connecticut (one that supporis
a number of our heme child-
ren in Batticaloa) carries this
questionnaire;

What is a Church‘?

And the very first

own
word .

item is:
A fellowship against loneline:s.
Other items include:
A hospital for h=aling
souls
An encouragement to

walkers in the Way of

Another
later
this:
This is my Church

Tt s

description
Newsletter puts— 1t

composed  of
just

people
like ‘me
Tt will

It will do great work
ifl I work.
make geasrous gifts
to many causes
il T am generons:
1t will bring o:hers -into
fellowship i 1 bring them.
fts seats will be filled
if T fill them.
It will be a church
of loyahy and lovc.
of faith and service,
—if 1, who make
it what it is, am Filled
with these.
Therefore, with God’s help,
1 dedicate
to the task
of being
All these things I want
my church to be-
The UCC MNEWS for April
1995 carries the experiment of
a church--First |Congregational

Tt with

- myselr’

Christ. — in Walla Walla,Washington-~that

A_practice field for
patience and compassion.
A hospitable - door.
A resting place.
A bath for washing
guilt away.
A ref’!ecnng pool.
A cafeteria=God- feeds
us there!
the
that

This is a short' list of
definitions of —a church
directs our thought to
relationship with others--other
members, others outside the
membership.  And it invi tes
us to question how well we
are playing these roles, Do we
really fill the needs of
who are lonely?

our

those

How
one

welcoming  are we--to
another and to the stran-
ger who av bie  looking
way? How much encouragement
do we find to walk in th:
way of Christ? Do we help
to teed the lunger tor God?
And above all, perhaps, do we
cultivate putience in  dealing
with one another and compassion
for one 5 problems?

LT

anothur’

of Lent

_has actively supported my own

work here in Jaffna.
they report, the church members
drew names for a secret

“‘buddy.”*
they remember their
**buddies™ with prayers, cards,
little gilts that can be left on
their porch or on a table for
this purposs in the church.
They their identities
only at the Easter Breakfast.

reveal

“One tecnager the
name of an woman
who lived alone. the
co-pastor Pat Robbennolt. “*He
brought her flowers and poetry,
and their friendship still

She says, ‘‘This
changed my life!™

picked
elderly
ftwrites

conti-
nues. boy

Yetit
that

doesn't always  work
way. Mrs. Robbennolt
remembers that when ‘they star-
ted the project [live years ago,
a ten-year-old chose the name
of someone he didn't know.
When he found out who it
was, he looked the woman up
and down and put
back in the bux

her name

from a
like

be friendiy-if 1 am.

During - the 40 days

_—

Megalomaniacs
Flashback - 1961 Parliament

It was Mrs, Sirimavo Ban-
(daranaike who first sent the
‘Army to the North to mili-
‘tarily - -suppress the  Tamil
Satyagraha Movemeni in
1961, When her action was
debated  in Parliament in
March, Dr. N. M. Perera

— criticised-the action of the

Government and asked “‘un-
“der  what ~ Act was the
Government _acting.’ * Mr.
W. Dahanayake interjected,

— “tunder the Lunacy Ac1”
“*Yes, the Government had
acted foolishly indesd:*
said Dr. Pe; He
went  on
House that there ;
megalomaniacs in the Cabi-
net. Mr. Felix Dias Ban-
daranaike who had defended
the violence inflicted against
the >atyagrahis also denied
that thers were megalomani-
acs in the Cabinet.

Won;'a; Il;jll.l'l;d

At LAy, ——————

by Supersonic Bombing

A-T Supersonic —planes bom—
bed Kudaradippu North, in the
Vadamarachchi East area. Three
bombs-fell _near a Roman
Catholic Primary School and &
woman named  Mrs. — Phillip
Mary Arochchian (age 65) was
injured. e

3 “‘It’s a risky process,” say®
Rev. Robbennolt, -‘because you
upen yourself up to receiving
grace-or not receiving it. But
you never cease to be aware of
that person again-especially the
people for whom you do things,
more so than the people who
do things for you.””

Whether or not the Wall:
Walla Project is one that appe-
als Lo you or your congregation,
it is -an actempt to give flesh
to that firsi statement about
a church.”

A I'elluw.‘l.hjp against loneli-
ness.

- Robert Porter
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[F WE WALK IN THE IGHT WE WILL HAVE

""FELI;OWS'HIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

ey theme for-the-J D, C.5 L Children’s

| Rally is 1€ we. walk in the light we will have fellowship
with one another’ 1 Jn 1:7. The need to stress the im-

"pﬁftaﬁcruf- living in fellowship with others is very pcninent
these days, because of the communal discord that prevails
“t. 4 country and the political upheavals which take place
of the world.

Greek word which 18 transiated “fel’
relationship;
giving. If we

in ou
- -in—-dif-t:r:nt._parts
Koinonia is the
{owship.” This word means, fellowship; mutual
gegticjpatof.shaﬁns in; partnership; contribution and :
are“ih—ii-.l_loiifﬁhm' With on¢ another; out celationship will be
A mutual -8 W2 will learn to understand others and will try
to help them develop. It s very necessary to  under-
~—Istand others’ _desires and __aspira:ions-_in order to build up
a healthy relationship. Only if we have 2 healthy relation”
ship with others, We will—be able to lead our normal life.
all must
participate in the development and share on”
~hitdens. 1T & bibrot—cart is to bes drawn smoothly both
bulis should share the burden equally- Tn the same Wway, il

15

programmes

our country should progress welly 2t communities should
the burden evenly. If one section of _people  are
burdened with heavy joad and the enjoy all the
benefits, then the social set up will collapss and the peopl®
will start fighting with one another.

The reason, why there is communal discord
is that the whole nation 19 living in darkness. 1f you live in dark’
you won’t know where you are g04ng or against whom ¥ou

share

other

in this country.

ness,

_{will knock. Bscauss people do mot know where they ars going,

'—"then—ehey-.md_up_ima_f;a_i!y_r;_. _Asa rzsult, pzople are at an uttes-

g ..whg;e_nn_.-._-gn_eé;ill-‘@_

= “lf:pcuphﬂre--w.uua_happj]h they must live in fellowship
| with one another. Tn ordar to live in fsllowship with one another
they_r&iist_“'—a'.'ik'i'n ‘the Light: “§f one walks in the light one knows
chances of golliding with others is vary remote,

e M

tney try to invent mathods Which they think is-the bast way. Bue}

confusion. —}-
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Churches in Solidarity with

Women Ecumenical Decad:

1988 to 1998

Some mid-decade

“REFLECTIONS”
Some relevant studies, —COns=
nltations, meCtiags. discussi-
ons and intensive (wareness Of
the problem in the past helped
in initiating the E umenical
Decade in 1988 by the World
Connci!  of Churches. We in
Jaffna have hardly discussed or
even heard about the D:zcade.
It ' is an indication of our
being somewhat out of context
with the. WCC and the World

Christian Community in recent
years. Howevar we_ can 1ake
some censolation in the fact

that even others more conver—
sant with ‘the Dzcade have not
gone far either in implementing
all the worthy resolutions and

the findings made As-—usual
they remain “high sounding’
ecumenical jargon o far away

places involving a sseleet Tew' .
To refer to an eXd nple inpoints

[n_response o the priorities
sat by the WCC Tor the Derade
the Church of South  India

resolved to set apart 2% of
msmbership to women in the
Synod. But what s happaning
in_practice? During taz Synod
of 1992 - a few women Were
elected, fewer still have attendsd
t4e Synod and very faw if not
nons have taken an activs part
in the deliberations!

A woman leader fuced with
this frusirating scenario poses
these questions 1o her sisters
‘Pair siatar, should we not do,
justice whan ws are asked ot
{uil participation and an opp-
ortunity is given? Chis is a
challengs even Lo our selzcted
participants at such meetings!
Participation doss  not ‘medn
guendance. What is our reS-
pons? 1o this challenzz?’

e

1. Women's full participat
ion in the Church and
Community bite.

2. Recognising wonien's per-

spectives an| commitme

nts to juftice, peace an-l
the integrity uf creation

Affirming women's - deci

sive contribution in theo

togy and spirituality -

To realise the abovys

priorities, the churches

are urged fo act in soli
darity with women by

t. Ensuring the participation

w

of womei in various
ministries including lea-
dership in  the Church

and Community-
Working with women in

overcoming social barriers.
Searching for ways
and means to empower
local women to continue
to develop their own
strategies and POWEL.
Helping local women and
men to become aware “of
women and women’s con-
cerns in different areas
of the world.

It is a clear call to the
women _of our churches to be-
come more aware of and
involve themselves closely with
the growing secular women's

2

=
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movemenis and 1ssues they high-

light. Thais awarcasss is very
important- [t is difficult to
say how many womea do really
know about this decade?  (In-
formation about such involve-
mznt evsn from our own Ezu-
menical Institules in St Lanka
was not available. Huardly any
in Jaffna) It should on the
other hand be a mass move:
ment where participation is
spontanzous. Sccular movements
in Jaffna have been very active
in recenl Yyears. LY

The d-cade therefore appas
als to women for a greitkat
ecumenical participation, going

~beyend dengminational  loyal-

Therefore, it 18 13C2554TY for us to maks everyons coms SAta—thifl . ties, reaching out (0 women
T 1\:\? WJsa:‘eu;mﬂ-s-kno;m-égd;zn. of—all denominations. “and to
Fape i — Voman Leuder ard acko  women of other faiths and
~ God 15.!|ghf andm H.lm is no darkness. Therefore, seople| who First presentsd @ very stus idealogies SO as et
should enter into this light i e, they all shouid live in God. 77|  died report at the First Assem- AS._10 PIOYC ®
they live in God, they will k ; e - P 5 kL SR alternatives to  the present
Jihey live in God, they will now whhere they are zoing. It is the ply of the WCC at Amsterdam—gipgatton——of-— hostility and
duty of every God’s child to show this light to-the —world. in 1948 .entitled *Status of Wo-  gyspicion in which they live.
" jesussaid-+you are the light of the world; let you | MR in the Church”. Her tep——This Decade--sets—amandate.
light spine'_and the l_il'c We are the light begaus: Christ lives in us :’;1 _::;u:aiﬁ "21}_5_;1:;““1‘: A _Wcll plunned  programme,
Jesus is the true Illght. for Ja 1:4says,,‘In him was life, and fl;‘ et or vma;'c Sulis where people are— involved,
thg ‘:fc w:s th;: ilghtl;f lhaldmc];n * This light came into the BC[\.\lngT. wlestings and asgamiblis hl‘f-‘_' ;‘i’ D% _"'0“"“;"—‘1- Tll“
world so that the wor wou e enlightcne e oflici maetings, the resolu~

p W : : WCOC gave more thought — gions T .
We wh have received this lignt are called the childre i e it tions, the rallies and socials

o ! oy i en]l ‘and time to this problem and : e s

of God ‘II we are rleally the chitdren of God, then we should establishid @ s5ub - anit of the Wll‘l 'nut be suln‘cwnt for
I_wclhm lclluwaiup w;tlhdcacit other. The Christian community wee called “Women in Church sush d!“ onerous. faske Womzn,
in 18 couniry is called upon to  hz the model Sacibl i lor  thatl matter  mer, o

is v o il y. 1 and Society’ m 1974 The task . : .
is 1hrgu;,h og; t.L“OW:hIP and mutu:] co-operation and sharingl g i'urLTwr highlighted in “'“dt‘ pmpcrd mmrmauo:, m;.
i and contr L ha shi R 5 e = x . jration  an sxposure to the
i Py {bution, that 'we show others thav we are  1n initiating the Ecumenical Dzcade fealitics of lhz day. Are

in Solidarity with Women in s :
We can d Lars 1% = . Full our Women Fellowship®s  1n
CheT—oy- i r\‘:w lnv"_"""" ?]";’ e the true light 1. &., Jesus| 1983, to- 1993 Se:ular women who ¢hs JDCSI ready? H“F_: e
. w'| : {url_j e dive tn ‘ui owship with one another. L w.re uware of this task helped . e of age for such c!etl!

X role (5} il 1% i Ly = . L L L

w::rid w\:- i h“jn“\:ilil-:wmmtlm light, wnit a beautifug initiate —earlier  the Womszn's  harations -;:d actions? Is’nt
Lot us, therebars: walk £ e Decade of thelUNO in1975101985, it time to make @ Start?
R e lek—i" ‘Ithc llr:mliu. I;}:,la;l s::!lhm the whol, The prioritics and purposes of Are our churches ready to

; i : g - 1 sonle [ i P - ? = , :
world will liye m fellowship with one anm!m? : of the 1 ‘P‘-llllwln}al‘D:cadc are. sum- BIVE i Lf!:unasa}-y solidarity?

marised as NS ACUMenicus.,
Registered 45 a New aper & the o ;
gouth 1 d: h*‘ ., PJFTT at the G P O, Sri Lanka, News Printed for the Jlafinad Diocese of the Church hid
u ndia at the American Ceylon Mission Press 182 P e ; ; i3 P T
oublished b Mo G Nadare ‘ . ,lst Cross Street Iaffny on Friday th Ibth of  June 195  and
s v 1. . Nadaraja, Diocesan office, vaddukoddai



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

