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Children’s Rally
This vear's Childen’s

Rally was held at the Jaffna
College Institut= of Technology
on June 12th, The theme
**Walk the light
ye may live in fellowship with
one another*’

was

ye in

The Tfunction started with
a_ Worship Service at the
Cathedral Church. The chil-

dren of City Mission, Jaffua

conducted the service. Miss.
5. 8. Sellathurai, Retired - Sup-
ervisor. Middle School , laffia

College delivered the meséagc

After the servics, members
of all the Churches boih
children and adults went in

a procession, holding their ra—
spective flags to the Instit-
ute oi Technology: There they
were served with

There the finals
vocal competitions diff-
erent age groups ere  held,
Then the group sinzing com=
petitions  were held . [n  the
gooup  singing,  Vaddukodd i
‘and  Uduvil  Churclies cime
first in the A Group, Sathi.
apuram — came  first in the
B Group and Udupiddy came
first in' the C Group.

The finals of the Bible
Quiz took place in the ari-
ernoon. Alaveddy Church were
the champions in the Under
10 “age group and Uduvil
Church were the raaners - up

Erlalai
the
12

refresliments

of
for

S0l0

gouth Church
the

WETE
champions in Under
age group and the City
Mission ‘were the runncrs up
This was followed by "a vur
Iely cntertainm:nt show

The Chief Guest Mr . g.Tha-
mabalan, Princjpal, gt . John's
College gave lis  message. The
prizes and  certificates were
given away by Mrs. Thana
-E_)_a_lan-

Mrs. Thaya Thivagurajah

pra

posed the vote of thanks.
The function came to an
end  at abdut _3.00 p.m. with
the ~ benediction pronounesd
by the Rt Rev. D. J. Ambuala-
Vi,
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KOBE EARTHQUAKE

156  Jaffoa, Fr
TELY (ESS EXA] 1_'_T'Tl A \'T' o
On  January 17 an earthqu-
ake  struck Kobe, Japan,
that killed more than 3000
people vin  the Kobe [ Osaka
area.  Many here —will  have

szen photographs of the damage,
the fires, and the home-
seeking  shelter

cold winter

and

less
from

rain.
Ten
enced an
ttle that
destructive,
do some

victims
the wvery
days later 1 experi-
e:;rthqua'(.c. in
was —not nearly so
although it did
damage, Oddly, it
happened while [ was seated
in a house near the Unive-
rsity of Washington,. where
ex-Peace—Corps volunteers who
had served in Sri Lanka were
putting on an  annual **Spl
Linkan dinner*® And it was
here - that | met
man who had just
Jaffua

Sea-

been to

to wyisit his fiancee!

A_ theological student who
had his mternqhip in

my own Woodlaad Park Pre-

done

L T.T. E. has no intention
of chasing the Muslims
in Kathankuodi
The L. T.T. E. has denied
have written any
cnyone forcing the
Kattankudi te eva-
cuate, the headlines
of “Ealanatham’ paper published

19¢h.

that - they
letters to

Muslims in
S0 5ays

on June

further claim

They

was the work of

I_t'_ﬁa'[ it

some inferes-
drive a wedge
Tamils and Muslims

ted parties to
between thz
in the East

In an interview to -the B.B.C.

a Muslim Member of Parlia
ment had ‘said that the letter
purported  to. have written by
the L. T T. E. was a photostat
of the L. T. T. E. letterhead
and it contained several Tamil
mistakes

People in Jdaffna wre of ‘the
opinion thatsomeons was Irying
to "braudish the L. T. T. E.
48 o terrorist group, by unlea
shing violenve aeainst Mushing
and blamine’ " the L. T. T, E.
for 1.

4 -young-' "

sbyterian  Chureh  in
is now lead of disister relief
for Preshyterian C,“mrch
(U.S.A), and Preshyterians wers
among the first to_send much
needed relief,
have
aren.

Seattle

the

Presbyterians
45 missionaries in  the
The UCBWM has missi-
onuries tlere too.
Waorld - Serviee s
crucial as the denpmination
has™ a  Yodogawa Christian
Hospital in  Osaka. Tt may
be remembered that Osaka
had just eompleted a stunning.
new airport, out on an

Presbyterian
particularly-

island

~in the bay, designed by the

renowned  architect Rienzo
Piano, who has done several
ontstanding new art muséums
in the 1.8, dnd the Centre
Pompidou in Paris.

Seartle has a special affe-
ction for Kobe, its partner
city since the end of World

War II. And one of the pas-

tors of Seattle Presbytery had

recently been the paster of
the Community Church thers;
he too started a private fund
for relief in  Kobe. 1 am
reminded of that- partnership
whenever I drive through our
University Arborstum, a route
that funnels residents of the
East Side (across Lake Washi-
ngton) into the downtown area
Seattle. Kobe gave us our
Japanese Garden, located in
this beautiful botanical park.
along with an old Japanese
gardener, who for years took
scrupulous care of this gift

of

bty ﬂ'Frlmu.aiTo AGJ PEOPLE

"The Moming Star,
Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai

S =
for us:
In famuary  Dr.  Seiya

Shirakata. . hospital superinten-
dent in the Christian Hospital,
said that** the equipment is wor-

king fine and we are able
to do our normal work. T
hear soms of our staff mem-
bers' houses collapsed, but
nobody got injured -and we
are all doing fine. T am so
thankful to God for this**

More than 26,000 Japanese
were injured in the quake, which
regmtered 7.2. on the Richter
scale, or about one hundrad tim=s
more forceful than the quake J
felt at Wome in Seattle. A qu-
arter million were left ' homeless,
and tens of thousands of bml-'l
dings were destroyed. Property
damage excesdad $300 biliion
dollars. Church World Szrvice
issued an immediats appzal for

$ 100,000, the Rcfanmd Chure
ef Jupan as wail s rha{}'
Church of Christ  in J“apaﬂ_
joined in the relisf efforts. '

At the fifticth anniversary of
‘the  droppinz of two alonic
bombs (August 1945) on Hiro-

shima and Nuzasaki, it is worth

pondering conlirast betwszen the
canses and effects of disasters -
caused by nature and thoese dis-
asters caused by man’s unleashing
of the powers of natars. We are
now capable of being much'
more destructive than **Mother™
Nature herself. We are also the
source, not naturs, of the cold-
blooded calculation that led to
the development of these des—
tructive mechanisms and then
their use. :
(Continued on page 6)

Rev. E. N. Lawrence will be
Jaffna Diocese of the C. 8 1.
1995 (Rev, Dr.

You are cordially invited 1o

Please remember

Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai

JAFFNA  DIOCESE OF THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

Rey. Dr. Daniel Poor’s Birth Anniversary
&

Presbyteral Ordination of Rev. E. N. Lawrence
(Worker - In - Charge, Shalomnagar & Konavil Churches)

ordained as a Presbyter of the
on Tuesday the 27th of June

Daniel Poor’s birthday ) at
Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai by the Bishop of the Diocese.

the candidate

he present at _the  service.
in yatr pooivers.

C.1. ROBERTS

Secretary

e b e |

3.00 p.m in the




‘Selvadurai Master’
— ‘ame To Admire

| have had the privilege of mini=
plases where people
of deep Christian faith and
conviction lived. Udupiddy Was
one. of them. The years 1984-85
was the time I had to come 10
terms with some deep theniagical
issues  as [ attempted to keep
close and meaningful friendships
with a few Hindu friends during
the time when “Udupiddy was
literally burning. Across the
street from the Parsonage Was.
per]iaps, the only grocery storeé
in town andso my ministry to
‘the people around was more oF
less ‘at the gate?. However., the
casual but deep conversations
often had a bearing on the local
scene. | wonder whether any
such discussions went by without
the name of Selyadurai Master
being mentioned. Obviously, he
“was aman of the place; He had
lived and worked there (Head-
master of the American Mission
School) for that many years
that he had become part of
their history. The fact a person
who had displayed so
openly his Christian  faith
among a predom inantly Hindu
population and still be so highly
respected not
attention but also decp admi-
ration. - - s

staring i

Till T went to Udupiddy to
live Seivadurai Master, in my
opinion, was a man of few words
with whom it was almost very
difficult to start a casual con—
versation. How wrong [ was! 1
remember with much enthusiasm
the numerous times 1 “have been
to his home in Kaluvam, sitting
“under a beautiful large shady
tree, sipping tea, and talking
about various things. The topics
runged anything from paddy
cultivation to Bishop Kulandran.
Quite often I would go
with a gift - mangoes,
coconuts
my mother

home
banuanas,
etc. Having

only a

lost
years
home
the

Few
before, it was like going
since this was very much
way it used to happen ‘when I
went to see my parents. For-
tunately, 1 had Mrs. Selvadurai
(I had no difficulty in calling
her ‘Amma’) who so carefully
inquired after my wife and chil-
dren with

such love and under-

standing!

Selvadurai Master was an

ouy
and out Churchman as literally
as ome would go. He travelled
from Udupiddy by any mode

only drew my

- A Man

of transport that was available’

particulary during the tim_c
public tfanspn;;.wa«’a-nightmarc.

when

is a_trivial L d
s ke

had requesie d

scooter after @

his car.
share. Once he
a lift on my
Diocesan Executive Committee
meeting. At the end of another
was expressing
decision made

long meeting 1

unhappiness re a
at the meeting, More than me
he understood the precarious
nature of the journey - The only
cope will talk

thing he said was,

about it in the morinig. You
kesp your mouth closed and
concentrate on the road!”” He

was sure to be at almost every
one of the Diocesan or anjy other

Christian—function including
weddings and funerals anywhere
in the Peninsula. I wonder

‘whether there was any commi-

ttee that he was nota part of
in the Diocess- I dare not men-
tion the enormity of his con=
tribution to the Church in time
and energy as Treasurer of the
Diocess. 1 believe it was nothing
but unstinted dedication to the
church whizh was the
result of shear gratitude toGod’s
goodness to him.

It was a great experience to
see._him drive—into- the Ydupi-
ddy Church yard impeccably
dressed in his bright white na-
tional Sunday  after
Sunday early enough to make
sure—that- in
place for the Worship, sitting
right in front almost under the
pulpit. Anyone who preached
from that pulpit would have felt

costume

eyarything was

a strange feeling of inspiration

knowing that Scivadurdy

i i
Master was not going to miss

in

a word. He sang from the bot-
tom of his heart, it was not so
voice but
lot of
his convietiun! One of the la

much a— melodious

a sound that spoks a

sting pictures n- my mind is
when he performed the role of
of undisputed "auctionzer’ at the
annual church sale! Every item
was treated with much care ag
hecause it

God
incredible diseci-

if it was holy was
an offering to
Mster had

pline over time. This gave him

Selvadurai
an

freedom to spend much  time
‘oni the land”. He believed in
tilling the lund and enjoving a
rich harvest. Once he  reaped
it, he acknowledged the Giver

of all goed gifts in affering a

portion ot the produce in return,

i i .i-ie could and
and he "Quld not justily using .4
i - o

THE MORNING STAR

{f by -any chance the hiddine
k “ saul
was not going wally lig W uld

stop and make 8 hriet -;p:c.h

o say that it was not & muarket

&L
ta a church sale and I_]‘I.al.l 1'
was not- 8 plaes for bharza s

only he

have said such things to 4 whole

simply  bscause

congregation :
cr dentials

he knew his
and- others knew: them too.

own

gelvadurai Master s MOre
1t is strange thought
hadn't seen him

Howaver,

with us.
even though 1
for nearly ten years.
{ dare say thar T have
enough of those two
that the
cherish
to

seen
him, in
years in particular.
memory of him 1 will
for ever. TLhe writer
Hebrews meant well  when
gaid, By means of ~his
Abel still speaks, even

he is dead.’ -]'_wfmder
poorly life would bz if not for
for

the
he
fuith
though

how

such giants of faith who,
our own good, have teft such
reassuring and affirming memo—
To them, L will raise my

the words of

Ties.
hat and say in
St. Paul to the Philippians, it
thank my God for

you every

Late Mr.A. R, Ratnarajah

(Retired Assistant Dirzcror Hig

23.06.1995

time 1 think of you, and ¢Very
{ime | pray for you all, | pray
with joy becans: of the way in
which you have helpsd in the
the {rom the

work ol gospel

very first day until now."’
Thanks be to God for Selva-
Master’s life and for how
meant the
friends and relatives,

durai
much it 1o large
cirele of
to his two sons Drs.
Selvarajan
and Robert H.
gchuller’s sermon at the funeral
of Hubert Humphrey containd
these words. ‘“He comes to the
end of his. life with pride be-
hind him Love around him, and
Hope ahead of Him.”* Would I
not say the same of the man
1 h.d come to admire? We hide
our sadness behind the words
<+ am the resurrection

gspecially
Selyachandran an d

their families.

of Jesus.

and the lifes those who believe

in me, though they daie yer shall

they live and whoever lives

apd. believes in me shall never
dig>”

Rev. S. Manopavan

13, Waratah Street,

Gladstone, Qld. 4680,
Australid.

B.Sc, B.Sc. Eag., M.I.C.E, M.1.EC.
hways Department, gri Lanka)

An Appreciation

The death occurred suddenly

of Mr. Ackland Rasiah Ratna-
rajah in the early hours of
Sunday, 19 February 1995. In
came to me as a rude shock
when his son Vasikaran teleph-
oned me that Sunday morning
to inform me about this very
which 15 &
loss to his family and to m€

sad- event, great
and my family as well
I had known Mr. Ratnarajah

from 1931, he
appointment an

when
-as

closely

took up
engineer in the P. wW. D- He
was fondly remembered by his
‘tRats’’.  Rats
was guiet and gentle in his
ways. We both worked in the
same office - a temporary site
office, exposed to all the via-
garies ol the weather on the
construction of the New Kelani
Bridge in Colombo, Sri Lanka
1955/ 56. This was the largest

colleagues as

bridge under construction in the

world at that time, The design,
specification and gonstruction
were done by a foreign firm

managed by well qualified and
experienced engineesrs.

We
Lhe

were posted o supervise

work although we had ne-

vep seen even Lthe smallest ol

bridges gonstructed in Sri Lanka
We,

including a few other

engincers Were placed in—a T2=
ther  difficult and ridiculous
position as some of our seniors
at head office felt that the
contractors | enginesrs
were always right in whatever
they did. We then deci_ded that
we will do a combined stud yand
master all-the design aspects,
the specifications and contract
clauses. Rats did a3 wonderful
job in making himself through
design side and held
joint

foreign

on the
the whip hand. By this
effort we were able to exercise
an excellent control thersafter
and get a proper job done
Rats had a flair for structural

designs.
After some time he married
Chandra Sanders and moved

out to amore congenial station
for a young couple in the hill
Sri Lanka.
courtship,

country in
his

During
he sudaenly told

me one day that he wants to
visit his tiancee in Jaffna and
whether 1 could join him, as

he was not happy about driv-

ing alone from Colombo to
Jaffna. | Te'.l(l\l)r (Igrecd. When
we eol to Jaffna he left me
with his brother Aras in his
house and 1 mnever saw  him

again rill about an hour before
returning to Colombo! i

(Continued on page 6)
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More Fire Power

King Nebuchadnezzar shouted
(Dan 3:19)

+More fire power’, the
in furious rage-

The king built a golden image of 90 fect high and
9 feet in breadth. He ordered all the people to bow down
and worship the jmage, as the music is played up. All
obeyed except three Jows — Shadrach, Meshack and Abod-
JUEE0 8 -

They not only defied the Royal decree, but also had
the ‘audacity to tell the King, ‘‘we don’t need fo answer
you”. It could be that, they thought that there was no
point in going to a negotiating table, The King has atready
|decided on the course of action but was just trying to show
others that he was considerate.

Their intransigence, made the King more furious and
he shouted ‘make the fire seven times hotter’. This he thought
'would definitely annihilate the defiers of his orders and be
fa good lesson to others. The fire devoured the Royal guards
|who bound and threw the three Jews into the furnace. But
the three stood inside-the - fire wunhurt. Inside the furnace
were not three, but four and the fourth looked like a son
of God. The King was forced to acknowledge the greatness
of the Lord God.

May be the king was right - some say. them, to
obey higher authority unconditionally is God’s edict. Those
in anthority can kill people, exterminate a race or torture people
in prisons, but others will have to sit mum and watch these
things passively. If one race is ruled by the other unjustly,
“fthat -is- Ged’s will.— ==

But, as for these three Jews. the law was oppressive,
the king was unjust and his decree infringed on their rights-
the right 1o seif rule and the right to worship their God in
thei* own land. So they decided to defy the oppressive law
|and stand up against the King. He was no king over us,
50 there was no need for us to answer him. ° O king we have|
no need to answer you in this matter.. Bz it known to you,
O King that we will not serve your Gods or worship the
golden image which you have set up.”

The golden image was a symbol of the might of his
power. The fear of the height of the image. Strict rules and
severe punishments would make people of all races submissive
was the theory of Nebuchadnezzar. But this is where he madé

his mistake The Jews trusted in the power of their 71 mors
than that of the King,

For

Today, nations are found to enact oppressive laws: some
races in a country are trying to oppress the others. So many
races are trying themselves to be liberated from their OpPpressors
But the governments are trying 1o show the world that they
are revolting against democratically elected governments. They
are trying to paint a picture that the freedom fighters are
terrorists in order to win sympatny from other countries and

get military aid to aonihilate freedom [lighters.

The economic blockade and military stratergies

; ; instead
of suppressing the liberation struggle has

rekindled the thirst

An Appreciation
(Continued from pige 2)
| have never known Tim Lo
get angry or his
Nothing disturbed him
things as they came

lose Lemper
He taok
He  and
his Family were our immediie
neighbours in Colomho for about
ten years and later joined us in
Nigeria to work ‘with me in
the same firm. The family co-
ntinued to b= our neighbours
again. Rats was well liked and
respected by the Nigerian and
other Co-workers there. [he
family had made friends with
many families there and were
very much liked by them. Rats

was very knowledgeable compe-

tent and capable enginzer. He
was a4 _very responsible and con-
scientious. : )

After a short break in Sri

Lanka he accepted another assi-
gnment in Nigeria in a firm of
consulting engineers. Although
his appointment was in a different
State, we met as often as possible
and continued our gaod relatio-

“mship. ws always consulred eaczh

other on all muatters of impor-
tance to the family Liter when
we migrated to Australia we
were extremely happy when they
too migrated Australia and
decided to live in  Mz:ibourne
We met very olten, Our children
meet them and their children
and visit each other. Our chil-
dren had a very high respect
for ‘*Uncle'” Ratnarajah
they too ware shocked and sad
when they heard of the sudd:n
passing away of Rats.

I have never known
as being sick except for
minor operations a few yzars
back, in Melbourne. Even a few
days before he passed away we

and

Rats
two

dropped in at his house without
any warning or notice, to have
a chat with him and his wife
Chandia. Rats always kept in
touch with the professional and
other activities back home in
Sri Lanka and gave me news
whenever we met. Rats was a
very fine gentleman and everyone
who has known him over the
years will, [ am sure, endorse
this and miss him

as  his. and  attamng  even
ereater success than him But
anfortunately  he could not
live 1o sse this. 1 hope Vasi-
karan . will soon achieve his

fathers ambitions
Our  (amily will
Ratnarajah, It is hard to find.
such a sincere and loving friend
gentle, kind hearted .
concerned about

always miss

who is
and always
others.

Our  deepest g0
to his wite Chandra, children
Shurmini and Vasikaran, son—in-
law Mahen and grand daughter
Rachel.

Ruts was an old boy of
St. John's College, Jaffna. Bes-
ides his family he leaves behind
a number of relatives and friends
in Australia and-in other parts-
of the world.

May his soul rest in perfect
peace.

svmpathies

K. A. Rasaratnam

Kobe Earthquake

(Continued from page 1)

We don’t often think of Pre-
sident Harry S. Truman, who
saw the U. S. through the final
days of World War II, with
much gratitude for his decision
to use the bombs. Yet it was
President Truman who fought
for and got the Atomic Energy
Commission established in the
United States, a civilian board
of control for the use of nuclear
energy. He succeeded in keeing
this terribly destructive
power-out of the handsof the
military who might well have
used it many times over since
World War II asa part of the
arsenal at its disposal.

We are seldom required.
really, to live up to the courage
of our convictions, but in the
matter of weapons of mass des-
truction we absolutely must. In
this case, it is we who have
created them, not God Himself.
And we must, for mankind's
sake, master the contral of them.
The potential horrors are so
grotesque that no citizen of
the world  anywhere can
afford a comfortable attitude.
We need to feel that each one
of us CAN make a difference

OBITUARY
Major Bala Francis

for freedom. So they have ordered for “more firz power.* They Rats leaves behind an ailing , . !
think they can annihilate their supposed enemies by increasine| Wwife Chandra, a daushter Shar- Major Bala Francis, husband
the fire power seven times more. But the ‘more Tfire powcr? mini- who is married to Mahen of Rani Balachandra and brothe,
has already started to di:tVOLII.'I.hE ‘Royal’ guards instead of Malliah, an active and lively of the late Sheela Ascervatham
the freedom fighters. This is becauss the Lord God ison the| 8rand daughter Rachel and a - gjed of heart attack in Toronte
side of the oppressed. The sad thing is that tlivse in powe| Eon Vasikaran. Vasikaran had o g0 Major Bala Fr o
have not realized this. recently completed a  Masters : @ ancis

We may walk through the Fire but we will not be burned Degree i Engincering. Rats wus collapsed while he was coaching
They may order for more fir¢ power, but w: will nor b looking forward o the son ericket Lo his son in a puhjjc
consumed (Cf Is 43:2 ) for the Lord God is on o1 ijg. ' goantinwing the sumé¢  profession  ground in Toronto

B ——
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