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Thc twenty - seventh | Synod of the Church of
South India met at the Wesley] Boys Junior College

campus from Jan.

12 to 1lé.

It is the last synod

of the second millennium or the first synod of the
third millennium depending on one’s view of the year

2000 which we have just
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NRICHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT Siy IS A REPROACy
TQ ANY PEOPLE

Dante Jeevanathan Thurairatnam
(Popularly known as Chuty)

I am just back after
atmnding the funeral service

of our beloved Chuty at
Bowling Green, Ohio. Instead
of writing individual letters
to many te whem 1 Thave
te write, 1 am putting down
in brief some of the infor-
matien about Chuty’s iliness

and his funeral in a cemmon

Sunday many werking people
from far away places returned

to their homes after this
viewing. Some of ws wera
fortunate enough to stay over.
night snd remain  for the
Service and Burial the next
day Monday the 22nd of
Nevember. There wese mary
close relatives, friends and

T
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The delegates

the hail filled to
had come from all
d e lof Srilanka.

over

The synod was duly consti-
tuted by the Most Rev: Willi-
am Moses, the Moderator
after a solemn inaugural service.
In  his presidential address
the moderator highlighted the
pressing comcerns of the church
and hinted at the possibilities
that were open for the church.
He said it was¥mot a report
but his reflections and called
upon the Fdelegates [to think
along with him and come eut
with their insights so that
together the church could
move forward into the third
milliennium.

ERATOR

started arriving from
11 th itself and when the

ElL

e

the
Synod began at 10.30 a.m

its capacity with the delegtes who

the south and, the Jaffna

AR interesting sidelight of
the inaugural day was the
theme song sung by the synod
choir.

The General Secretary pre-
sented his report highlightiag
the achievements and challenges
during the bieanium,

The theme of the conference
was Cress, *‘The continuing
siga of hepe’'”.

Rt. Rev. Dr Jebanesan,
Bishop of Jaffaa and Mrs.
Jebanesan and  six delegates

from Jaffna Diocese attended
the Symod.

(Contd to Page 4)
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AN APPRECIATION
PONNIAH JOSEPH TAMBIRATNAM

Mr Ponniah Joseph-Tham-
biratnam passed away peace-
fully in Colombo on 4th
November 1999. in his 86th
year. He was the son ef the

late Louis Ponniah, teacher
Jaffna College, Vaddukeddai,
and Stella, nes Sanders of

Atchuvely, His maternal grand

The eldest daughter Pathmini
is a gradvate in Physica
Science and became the Deputy
Commissioner of FEducatienal
Publications, while the other
daughter Sarojini (residing in
Mpontreal) is a graduate in
Home Fcomomics. Of the sons,
Bavid Pathmaseelan is Professer
of Structural Engimcering at

alumei of the College present parents. Rev. and Mrs J. M. 7 z
circular letter, during the events. The entire Sanders had pioneered the "t[']:zhl%;:ens};:dg [SI;;\;::SH: hi?:
Ehiutyts older bhra: Thuraiatnam family and many establishment of the € S T fhess smfy Dniil Ja'ueelan
" Thahmo;d :33 554 somi of the members of the Doula- church at Atchuvely: is! biolding! » High aad f’cspon—
;schhpul;n Passeé away at the 12M (Sheila’s) family jteo . sible Accounting  post in
Foled Universit Hos— WOT® present. After the lviewing Mr Thambiratnam had his Melbourne, Australia
_ncl 2 Ohi 5 'litj:h: ATiE all of us in the immediate mair education at Jaffoa Coell- &
g“;'m 0']:) Friday the 19tk circle of family and ¥friends ege. As a student, he was T 5 ad, tn aoei
: G ; i Jrnoorsannnanrsnanon  brilliant. He was always within
of WNovember, 111999.‘ I wd; RAJAN KADIRGAMAR the Birst three in. rank: T am Lragedyb also_f !l:adustr'l;;k ::l!.
at Ottawa at the time an = _ home beautiful. Mr. Thambi-
Ottawa was more than a 1000 mset for a fellowship meal 2PI¢ 0 speak this from perso ratnam, along with his wife,
" ¥ Ao nal knowledge for the reason, AW i
kms from Bowling Green. It at Chuty’s and Sheila’s home bat T bk % B was leading a quiet and
was providential that at the a home that was a second D2t 2 el bl b peaceful retired lifo in his
very mement some very close home to many of us for MAte hall h_along. He dld] ot newly, well built house at
relatives of mine were about several years in the 19g0: 2Psorb  his education alone, Atchuvely. alas, the evils of
T For'the and 10903 he imbibed the true spirit of the wiur uirootel o Fh b
e et in law ' gecat Tmtication wie.Wihics and dpmve them to seek refuge
E::;:l:l‘ p::sié:? :?:_ms:v?:n I was able to spend the he .w‘“.fo]!nwiﬂg L L in Colombe, where it was
seates vehicle so that I could ®might in the beautiful mansion mrd:ata_ in fArts, 11-_5 father Jnte ot iets. 3 memidie e
- of Rohan {"Ch:mpien along passed away. At this stage, ; d
also be accomodated. The St : s Mr “4 Thambiratnam gave up FOr 4 short time. Mr am
S O R w;;h,dTha:m. l:sdwnfc :uian his Collegiate cducation and Mrs Thambiratnam  went to
i Sarvi an aughter Andrea, Pastor .
Follegc—Udnvn] Carol Service IE ; Noc.  sFeenieaboepstullh ‘Seumicilac (ToThs ubksaded: szt it
in Toronto where an announ- Chelvan (Wadsworth from Nor e !
cement was made after the Way (cousin of Chuty), Dr. the necessary examinations he
Service abeut the funeral S. Thevananther (Jaffna Colle- joined “‘l'?l Accountants grade,
arrangements for Chuty. 1 £2's 'best product at Bowling of the Sri [.aykan C_‘.cfverme.t TWO Veterans Pass
proceged:d to Bewling Green Green in recent years now Service. In this position, h;
with Gene Ponniah along Tesearch  seientist at  Yale rose steadily to the rank _Oh away
with his wife Premi (niece M=dical Schoal), Marine (som chief accountant in whic
of Ernest Champion) and of Rev & Mrs. L. J: D. capacity he servedfin m::g Two very Senior Old Boys
g ¢ {
Shanthi Mylvaganam (nee Naga- Mahilrajan known here as dq‘urtments U esslionew_ce of Jaffna College who were
rajsgh of Jaffna College): Linsday Dudley) and Rohan retired from Government servi living at Vaddukoddai passed
2 = : d 5 i 1970. )
After resting for a while at jl.blel wh?:;;- ,;‘U:niomfss; cl:ld"rcrx in away 1o thio; amansh oBaIlLardt
'S alar Cham- ‘ellows 7 : o
tl-;;nhoin]:c U{:,,,,;:;:E dcr}h;o we sations, anecdotes of life at Mr. Thambiralinam ]'1'rd gat Dr. C. Thambiratnam passed
prnceeded ¥a thc’ Funeral Thunavy, Vaddukoddal, Jaffwa iparried to Esther Kathiravelu away on the Sth ef January
;ame at Bowling Green for Cellege -speaking very often a gradute College teacher. and Altorney M. K. Swbrama-
the viewing betweem 6 p. m. in Tamil geingto almost2 a. m. They had t\a\"ﬂ daughtc;sthand niam died on the 12th January.
and 8 p. m. There was also in  the _mghl. The funeral two SORS- Flkc the 1;.31‘. ahth’ weite Shdtnte oorasil
a viewing between 2 p. m. Was later in the day. all four chl]dr_cn were doing T
:Dd 4 p. m. Since it was a. (Contd te Page 4) briallintly well in their siudi Bickn .
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Reflections on the
27th Synod
The 27th Symed of the

€. S. I. which took place in
Secunderabad frem 12th to 16th

Januray was conducted in a
solemn and religious atmosp-
here.

Much importance was given
to Bible studies and wership.
Some of the best preachers
of eur time were present and
the delegates listend to their
prophetic voice  solemnly. A
significant change Wwas the
lack of poeliticking and elec
tioneering that usually marked
Syned  procecdings. There
were no contests for
the posts of  Secretary
and Treasarer. Moderater’s

" election was almost unanimeus.

Kesping with the tradi
tion the hesting Bishep was
elected Deputy Moderater.

The sufferings of the
Chirstans all ever the world
made the Executive Committce
select the theme, *‘Cross the
continuing sign of Hope’* Many
delegates were meved to tears
when the preachers amd Bible
Study leaders related the stor-
es of the martyrs of the
preseat time.

The Church leaders shewed
much concern for the prepe
of Jaffna Diocese. The new
Moderater in his inaugural
address said that he would
visit Jaffma. Eventhough no
resolutien was passed om the
Sri Lankan situstion the concern
expressd was most satisfying.
Foreign delegates were pouring
in from the 12th of Janmuary.
They came from distant lands
Garmany, Ireland, U. S. A. U. K
Korea, Japan and Capada.

The meetimgs were passive.
Some of the Ffirey .speakers
were absent. As usual Very
Rey, Thariyan, Bishep Vasanth
and Major Rao made some
interesting speeches. The new
constitution was mnot passed.
The coustitution revisioa Com
mittee will centinue the work.

The
Bishop

hesting Bishop aad

Ammah won the
hearts of many. The
delegates dramk deep into the
culture and ertistic beauty of
Hyderabad - the centre of
Islamic splendour.

Bishop
Shaw of empha-
sised the point that the message

Munavas Rumal

Pakistan

of the Cross was that any
body could be restersd. Rev
CREGG Mast said cross
makes : . «+ dangerous people
- People dynamic, who ceuld
pot be beought by material

benetits or tlattery.

28 - Ol- 2000

Daniel Jeeva...

At 9. 30 a. m. there was
another viewing in the Church
to emable a few more people
who arrived late the previous
day to view the mertal remains.
I was able te pgather my
thoughts and pray at this
moment with the immediate
family as T did the previous
night at Chuty’s home. They
were extremely difficult mome-
nts in my life. Service toek
place at the Dayspring Assem-
bly of Ged Church Bowling
Green, ©Ohio at 10. 30 a. m.
Besides the pastors and mem-
bers of Chureh and University
community, it was Jmost rele-
vant that Albert Sinniah, a
very intimate friend of Chuty
through the years gave a
brief eulogy and kinsman Devu
Kulatungam said a prayer. A
few Tamil flyrics too were
sung by the congregation and
family, The burial took place
at the Oak Grove Cemetry
Bowling Green aad Chuty
found his resting place beside
his dear mother Elsie Thurai-
ratnam. The members of the
Church entertained usat lunchz
It was a bright beautiful
suany day most unusual for
that time ef the year in
November and Bowling Green
true to its name was lush
green all around!

T realised suddenly that
there was some reason to call
that beautiful University Town,
BOWLING GREEN!!!

November 20th was also
my father’s 38th death anmi-
versary and the timing was
significant to me There 1nany
queries of a spiritual mnature
in the cars we were travel-
ling on ‘‘What after death?’’
The enly reality we found
was God. I remember D. T.
Niles telling us often that'...
life and time comes te WS
from Ged and gees back to
God - alpha and the omega _**

F returned home to Ottawa
throngh Toronte, Tuesday the
24th evening after eovering
about 2000 miles by fat
moving cars. It was all a

dream  as though angels took
charge of me at this age
in my life to be at the cele-
bration of the life of one
who was so close to me,
evee speaking on the phone
to each other almest to his
last breath when he went to
intensive

CATe -

Our prayers are very much
now with Sheila, Rajeesh and
Priya. Sheila completes her,
50th year of age on the 27th
of November. Chuty was 38
at the time of his death while
his father K. C. Thurairatnam
died at the age of 57. It is

my firm beliet and faith that
the Hand which guided the
Thurairatnam family from

(Centd)
Bishop K | Samuel

The keynote address was
given by Most Rt. Rev. Vinod
A. R. Peter, Moderator, Church
of North India. Bible studies
were conducted by Bishop.
Rt. Rev. Munavas Rumal Shaw
of Pakistan, mow resident in
UK and Rev. Gregg Mast
from the Reformed Church.
USA: The theme song
daily on cross and hopewas

sung

indeed very moving.

Rt Rev. Dr.
Bishop of FEast Kerala was
elected moderator for 2000 -
2002. Rt. Rev. B. P. Sugandar
Medak Diocese
Andrapradesh elected
the Deputy
2000 - 2002,

K. J. Samuel

of from

was as

Moderator - fof

Rev. G. Dyvasirvadam and

Fraderick William were unani-

mously re - elected. Sercretary
and honourary Treasurer respe-

ctively.

Mrs. Vasanthey Rajaratmam
from Jaffna Dincese was appoi-
ted recording Secretary for
the Synod session and Miss S.

as

Bavasingam was appointed as
an Election officer for this
5255100

Rt. Rzy. Dr. S. Jebapesa-
Bishop of Jaffna. Rev. A
Jeyakumaran and A Gmanah

thasan were elected as Exeeu-
tive Members of
the Synod for the yeatr 2000 -
2002.

‘ammitiee.

Besides, Rt. Rev. Dr Ieba-
nesan, Bishop of Jaffra Diocese
led the
the new Moderator and efficers

installation service of

The Syond sessien was
concluded with the quotatica
from the Bible by the
Moaderatar Rt Rev, K. J. Samusl
Philippians  Chapter
13 +*1 can do all things through

GHRIST who strengthens me."’

new

4, Yerse

NNMWNMNWW
1969 when the

to
and

6th December,
father died will coatinue
Shiela, Rajeesh

Priya successfully through life.
Chuty was born in Jaffna on

guide

the 28th eof March, 1941

There will certainly be
following much more **Refle-
ctions’” om Chuty’s life werk
and service, For the moment
we all want to reflect on
his life im our ¢guiet moments
of prayer - for Sheila, Rajeesh
and Priya too.
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Nominations
Boards

to  Synod
and Committees
2000 - 2002
Jaffna Diocese

Ecumenical Relations

— Bishop Jebanesan
Committee for  Mission and
LEvangelism

— Rev § C Arnold

Marriage OQnestiors

— Mr S Thevananthan
Urban Industrial Missien

— Rev § Jeyanesan
Commission on Political Ques-
tions — Rey A Jeyakumaran
Ministerial Committee

— Mrs S V Jebanesan
Youth Board

— Miss
Council fer

— BT
Christian

B Sharminie
Healing Ministry
V. R David
Education
— Mrs Thya :Thiagarajah
Council for Education
— Dr Miss C V Selliah
Committee on Laity Work
— Rey V N Tharmakula-
singam
Union Negotiations Coinmittee
— Mr G D Newton
Board of Dalit and- Adi
Concerns
— Rev Benjamin Jeyarajah

Arbitration Board

Vas

— Rev V Rajkumar
Commission on Election Dis=
putes — Mr @ Rajanayagam

Ecological Coneerns Cemmittee

— Rev A A Paul
Statistics Committee

— Mr N A Vimalendran
C § T Trust Association

— Mr M R Selvarajah
Reliel Dezvelopment
Committee

— Mr N S P Thampos
Liturgy Committeg -

— Rev PR Navendra Anu-

goolan

Lagal Qusstion’s Committes2

— Mr C D Chinnakone
Committee on Velcom

— Mrs E V Rajaratnam
Department of Communicatioas

— Miss ] C Gitanjely
Theological Commissien

— Rev T Thevanesau
Censtitution Revision Committee

— Mr A Gnanathasan
Court of the Synod

— Bishop S Jebanesan
Executive Committees

__ Bishop, Rev A Jeyaku-
A Gnanathasan

and

MATAN

Working Committee of the
Executive
— Rev A Jeyakumaran

sooooSett oSS oosoSSSeSSS00
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A Seriice of blessing
for the marriage of Mr. San-
jesvan Kuleadran, somn of Mr*
& Mrs, Arther Kulendran of
Colombo and Dharashani dau-
ghter of Mr. Mrs Asservatham
Devasayagam  (Now living in
Australia) was condusted on
Monday the 27th of December
1999 at 5. 30 p. m. at the CSI
Church, Wellawette. The Ser-
vice was cenducted by Rev.
P. R. Navendranguoolan, assi-
ted by Rev Dr- D. § Thiyaga=
rajah.
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