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—— Setmaa

The 53rd annual sessions of the Jaffna Diocesan
Council of the Church of South India was held in
the Primary School Hall of Jaffna College with the
Bishop, the Rt. Rey. Dr. S. Jebanesan in the Chair,

The first day’s proceedings started with a
worship service conduct:d by the Rev. P. R. Naveendar
anugoolan. Second day’s proceedings started with a
worship service conducted by the Rey T Jevachan-
dran. On the third day, thc Bishop The Rt Rev
Dr. S. Jebanesan ordained Mr P Thevarajah as a
Deacon of the J D C S L. at a communion Service.
The proeeedings of the third day followed.
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RICHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIy IS A REPROACEH
TO ANY PEOPLE i
CHURCH UNION e
Resolution . ‘passed by the Touncil

The Jaffna’Diocesan Ceupn- [0 accommodate our ecclesia-

¢il of the Church of South Stical and culwral diversity.
India at its 53rd  annual e ) . 4

sessions moved the following ith this in mind, we
resolution. The members of urge  our Bishop and the
the Jaffna Diocese of the churzh leaders to coter into

discussion with the uniting
churches and the body of our
own Church. We appzal to
mecimbers and all church

Church of South India heartily
welcome the efferts made by
the Bishep of Colombo, the

Rt. Rev. Kenneth M. T onr

Fernando, to bring about or 'caders in Srilanka 1o pray

ganic  unity amongst the lo. .God to Iinsnll in ug the

Churches in Srilanka. The SPITit of union.

Jaffna Diocese believes that weees A PSR IS

unity 1s primarily a ' onemess "

between the living Lord and Council

the whole Church. Tt is also = *

unity of His people with ene Nominations

another. We consider disunity Eyx - Office Members:

as a sim against God. With

this corrviction we gave the Mr C Jeyaratnam

fullest co. eperation to  the Treuswerl

union  negotiating commitiee ™M1 Noel A Vimalendren
Jaffna College

from the time of its inception

in 1946. We were the firse Mf Y Mithiraranjan

Jaffna College

church in Srilanka to accept i

the umion scheme and consi- DT [“"‘_” C _b‘:l”dh
Uduvil Girls® Cellege

stertly gave our assent to

Dr (Mrs) C Ambalavanar

every revision that was made Medical Superintendent

in the union scheme. Mr C B Bavinck Missionary
However, the stay order in Mr D Ambalavanar Visitor
1971 by a civil ceurt had 1

made it imperative for the EX - Committee Nominess -

uniting churches to move inte Voting Members:
this matter with utmest caution, M S Y Jibansias
Moreover, much has happened 34, A Rajasingam
sipce 1971. The members of Mr A Jeyarajan
Diocese of the Dr D C Ambalavanar
India need Mr A Gnanathasan
Mrs K Mahendrakumar
Mr A C Francis

.. . Miss 8 P Gulasingam
the insti- pMys K Bavasingam
peeded Mr S Jesupalan

the Jaffna
Church of South
more time to study the union
scheme and in  particular to
reflect carefully en
tutional arrangements
P IR - R
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l The Bishop in his charge
15 the continuing sign of Hope’
communalism. which was
time, has @ow come

stated that
in the

*“the
: Indian comtext, The
in the periphery dwring Ghanthiji’s
té the centre. Referring to the Jaffua

Cross

context, he said that the living for the middle class hag
become increasingly difficult. The culture maintained by the
Puritan  American  Missionaries Is now broken because of

pornographic media and ragging. Cutting of palmyrrah ang
Co-conut palms has caused ecological problems, :Further
Jaffna is now far behind, as far as the cducationai‘dcve]op
ments are concerned.

The Bisbop also stressed the need for dialogue

with the Fundamentalist Churches like Assembly of
God have  joimed institutions like Bible Society:  soms
voiee that they should bz included in the National Christian

Council of Sri Lanka. [n India Church leaders feel that it
is bzstter to dialegue with the fandemantalists than with
Marthoma Church.

The Church of South India will also study the Church
Wnion Scheme in Sri Lanka with interest

(The full text of Bishop’s Charge appears in
Tamil in this issue)

ataatas P P X

Tamil Editer
Rev D R Ambalavaaar
Mrs Thomas

Ex - Commitice Nominoees -
Honorary © e bers:

SISV Pa}u] Mr D S Soloman
Mrs A Vimalendran
: Mr S P Jeevanantham

Mrs E T Jeyarajan i

Mr A Rajasingam
Mprs R Jeyaratnam Rev B Thevath
Mrs J J Mithiraranjan 4 ef 13 :
Mrs T Thevanesan Administrative  Committee
Mr € N Selvaratnam Youth Hostel:
Honorary V embers- Workers The Bishop

The Treasurer AEM (Chairman)

Mr M R Selvarajah (manager &
Treasurer)

Pastor Colombe Church

Bro P Thevarajah
Bro T S Joshuva
Bro T D Ranjith

et ARG L Mr C D Chinakoon
Bishop’s Nomiiuee - Voting Rev A Jeyakumaran
Members: Mr J Jeyakumar

Mr K D Arasaratpam
Mrs Vasanthy Rajaratnam
Mr A Gananthasan

Mrs Sri Pathmapathan

Graveyard Committee:

Rev E P Solomam (Convenor)
Treasurer JDCSI
Project Director
Property Officer

Mrs Vasanthy Rajaratnam
Mr S5 Uthayanan

Mr P E Thanarajasingam
Miss Esther Chelliah

Mr N V IJeyakumar

Mris T Thavanayagam

Mr R Richard

Miss Senthamilchelvy

Mrs R Ratnasabapathy

Mr N Pathmanathan Mr NV Jeyakumar
Mrs S Jebamohan \: DS, Solesian
Bishop‘s Nominee - Honorary Women‘s Fellowshop:

Members: Mrs SV Jebanesan President
Dr (Mrs) C Ambalavanar

Mr P Thevamithiran Dr (Miss) C V Selliah

1::;5 i :: r})(c::;;::iii Mrs C Rajanayagam
5 : Mrs V Panl
E; 5 ;(;:j::::’]:; Mrs A Vimalendran
] t
Mr S Kirubairajah Mrs R Jeyara “ﬂ;
Mr P Sathiameorthy Mrs K Mahe?dra umar
Mr S Stephenra) Mrs K Bavasingam
Mr } ;hjkumar Mrs M Devakumar
Morning Star Committee: Bishop Kulandran Foundation
orning 4 ; :
The Bi:l";op The Bishop  Chairman

The Treasurer ACM
Secretary CTS (Secretary)
(Continued Page 4)

The Manager Morning Star
The Manager A C M Press
English Editor
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Wann| and ourselves
during the Lent

The 53rd annual sessions
of Jaffna Diocesan Council
of the Church of South india
was a histeric one in a sense
that Pastors and delegates
from the regions outside the
Jaffna attended after a lapse
of many years. There were
representatives from Wanni, Vava
miya, Colembe Nuwara Eliya and
Batticaloa. It wasa moment of
joy yet our stemachs churned
within when we heard the
sufferings of the people’
especially in Wanni. The
reports of the area ministries
gave us some consolation. As
St. Paul in his 2nd Letter
te Corinthians says. we can
also say, ““Ged who consoles
the downcasts, consoled us by
the arrival of these people®?
(cf. Ch 75-7 NRSV)

We heard that essential
commedities are sold at axor—
bitant prices in Wanni. We
also heard that groceries are
in short supply. Things are
not moving from South to
Wanni. The Pepole undergo
untold hardships, Those who
belong to the low income
group find it extremely diffi-
cult te buy rice and other
essential  commodities. We
underst-nd that many buy only
a quarter kilo of rice at a
time. This is because people
do not have money to buy
even the little that is available,
Ws were also told of several
suicides because  of poverty.

Our pastors and lay leaders
like Mr S Ratnavel try to
give their utmost to help the
people in  distress. Running
of day care centers and chil-
dren’s homes help the parents
in some way to reduce their
financil burdens, Despite  the
8 carcity of the essential items
and lack of liqud cash these
eentres are functioning  well,
The church also gave 10kgs
of rice to each of 500 familes
on Christmas day, But this is
hardly sufficient as the saying
goes in Tamil “‘wrenews LI o
Grrerd) Gurd: e, They need
more help by way of cash
and essentiai commaoditics

Despite  uutold

sufferings
people of Wanni  collected
Rs. 38, 840/- on K N H
Sunday worship service and
denated this money to KNH
of Germany which Sponsors
most of the day care centres
and homes, They have demo-
mstrated their  gratitude both
to God and the church through
this genereus gift. *<The troub.
Ies they have been through
hive tried them hard, yet in
&ll this they have been exuber-
aitly happy that from their
d:pths of their poverty they
have shown themselves lavishly
open-handed. They gave aceor-
ding to their means and even
beyond their means™ {2Cor. 8:
Loy s

COUNCIL....

Mr Noel A Vimalendran Tre
Convenar)

Mr G Rajanayagam

Rev A A Paul

Mrs K Bavasingam

A CM Press:

The Bishop

The Manager ACM Press
The Manager Morning Star
Rev A A Paul

Mr C B Bavinck

Mr K Mahendrakumar
Bro T S Joshua

Mr N A Vimalendran
Rev T E Ashokumar
Mr StephenRaj

Mr A C Francis

Music Committee:

Dr (Miss) C Selliah
Mrs S V Jebanesan

Rey S Milton

Mrs K Mahendrakumar
Mrs T Ratnasabapathy
Mrs T T Mithiraranjan
Mrs V¥V Daygl

Mr P Thevamithiran
Director REB

Fore'gn Mission:

Miss § ™ Gulasingam
Direelor REB

Mr S Sinnathamby

Mr Christy Premkumar
Rev G Nadarajah

Children‘s Home Board:

The Bishop

The Treasuster ACM
The Projeet Director
Mrs S ¥V Jebanesan
Dr (Mrs) C Ambalavanar
Dr (Miss) C V Selliah
Rev R C Arnold

Rev A A Paul

Mr N A Vimalendran
Mr G Rajanayagam
Mr P Rajendrakumar

Social Action Board:

The Bishop

Treasurer

Director of Projects

Rev V N Tharmakulasingam

Rev § C Amold
Rev A V Jeyasuthan
Mr N A Vimalendran
Mr S Ratnavel

Mr S D:vinantham
Mr S Jesupalsn

Mr C N Selvaratnam

Some of us may undergo
hardships at present: We may
be afflicied, but not 1o (4.
extent the people in \Vanncr

undergo, Many of us are blessed

$0  abundnatly that we may
not be able to understang
the  suffering these peopl=

undergo. Let us remember those
who suffer enormously at least

during this Lent. Lent is a
sénson of repentance and g
time of meditation. During

this season we meditate on
sufferings of Christ for
sake. It is also time of

our

repen—

tance for oor callouness whe
our own brothers and sisters
suffer,

Let us fast and pray during
this Lent. God may give each
of us a hesrt that is inclined

and  well disposed towards the
flering people,
s e R e
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