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CWedding:
Russel Arnold - Sonali Samaraweera

The marriage of Russel Amald,
son of late Rajan Arnold and Padmini
Arnold of Manipay and Sonali,
daughrer of Mr " & Mrs D.
Samaraweera of Dehiwala took place
on Saturday the 29th of April 2000 at
4.30 p.m., ar St. Mary’s Church
Dehiwala. The wedding was followed
by a fellowship dinner at the Liberty
Ball Room of Holiday Inn, Colombe.
Russel Arnold 1s 2 member of the S
Lanka Cricker Team and works for the
Hartron Naoonal Bank. He 1s also a
member of the C.8.1. Church, Co-
lomba. Sonali works for Pacific Trav-
¢ls and is a member of the St. Many’s
Roman Catholic Church, Dehiwala.

Rev. R.John Selvam - Vimaladevi
Sivarajah

The C.8.1. St. Thomas
Church, Konavil, Kilinochchi was the
scene of a prerry wedding on Satur-
day the 6th of May 2000, ar 10.00
a.m. when Rev. R. John Scham son
of late Mr Ratnam and Mrs. Ratnam
and Pastor of the CST Church, Konavil
led to the altar Vimaladevi danghter
of Mr & Mrs. Sivarajah of
Murasumoddai, Paranthan. The wed-
ding was solemnized by the Rey. A.
Jeyakumaran and the homily was
preached by the Rev 8. Jeyanesan.
The wedding was followed by a fel-
lowship lunch at which aboutr 300
persons from Viswamadhu and
Konavil parishes participated.

COLOMBO CHURCH ELDERS TAKE
OVER RAJENDRAKULAM:

The Eiders Fellowship of the
Colombe Church and a few benefac-
tors have decided to meer the expenses
of conducting a Day Care Centre for
the poor children of Rajendrakulam,
a village about 8 km from Vavuniya.

This Centre was formerly
opened on 31st March, 2000 by Mr.
K.ID. Arasaratnam, the President of
the Elders Fellowship. At present
there are 36 children berween the ages
of 2 and 5 attending this Centre.

Two KNH Trained reachers will
be mn-charge of the children. Mrs.
Jesuthasan will supervise the centre
daily. Rev. T Jeyachandran will be
over all charge of this Centre. On the
opening day cach child was presented
with 2 sets of new uniforms. During
the school day they will be supplicd
with milk food and other nourish-
ment.

Ten members from the Elders

Eellowship in Colombo artended this
ceremony at Vavuniva,

Bishops' Retreat:

The Bishops of the 21 Dio-
ceses of the Church of South India wll
have rtherr annual  reteear  at
Masannagudi, Ooty on the 23rd, 24th
& 25th of May 2000. Our Bishop,
the Re. Rev. Dr. S, Jebanesan is sched-
uled to leave for India for the retreat
on the 2157 of May, 2000

Drift to
West Jaffna

The schools in West Jaffna
including Jatfna college and Uduvil
have now become the abode for

internally, displaced persons.The

children of the Diocesan orphanages
are now accommodated at Harriet
Winslow Pandateruppu and Levi
Spaulding Vaddukoddai.

Female student'’s
body found in gunny bag:
Thc body of a female student

of Ramanathan Academy of Fine Arts
was found on the Dairy Road,
Kondavil in the morning of Friday 5th
May, 2000. The body was identitied
as that of a female student of
Varathapallai, Poinr Pedro. {courtesy
Virakesari of 09/5/2000)

Prize winning books
of North East Provinces
for the year 1998:

The Assistant Director of the Provin-
cial Cultural Affairs Department has
announced the following as Prize win-
ing books for the year 1998:
National (Historical)

“Varniar Thillakan”” by V Subramaniam
National (Social)

“Colombo Lodge™ by K. Gunarajah
Short Story

“A pight in the rainy scason” by
Thamaraichelvi g
Poetry

“Vadakiruthal” by V. Pathmanathan
Poetry

“Epic of Jaftna™ by Pandit

K. Sachchithananthan

Poetry

“Manidar sildkal” by Muthuradhakiishnan
Children Literature

“Thissai Mariya Pathaikal™ by

S, Rameswaran

Religion

“An anthology of praise” by

AK. Erambamoorthy

Research

“The traditional dramas” by Prof.

S. Mounaguru

“International Mcemorial Days™ by
11.S. Aliyar

Other books winning prizes arc:
“Pulavar Mani” by P Vijeyaratnam

“ South Indian Sasthira
Nadanangal” by V. Sivasamy

“ Thamilarin Pa Vadivangal™ by

Prof. A: Shanmugathas

“ Artijuna Thabas™ by Velmurgu

THREE DEACONS
ORDAINED PRESBYTERS:

Ttvee Dencons of the Jaffua Dincese of the Church of South India namely
Rev. D, Paud Suresh, Rev. V.S, Pathmathayalan and Rev R. Jole Selvam nv:r:e
ordained Ministers of the Jaffa Diocese of the Chuveh of South India at a solemn
sevvice o Sunday, I4th May, 2000 at the CSI € fhun'bhﬁéﬂmmrm, Colombn 06.

Rev. D. Paul Suvesh was boyn in 1971 to My Manasai Devarajah and
Mys. Devaragah of Usan.  He bad his education at Usan Ramanathan Maha
Vidyalaya.

Rev. V. Pathmathayalawn was born in 1971 vo the late S. Velupillas and
Mis. Velupillai of Kavainagay. He had his éducation at Jaffua College,
Vaddukodda:,

Rev R. Jobm Selpan was born in 1970 at Var;crhﬁhnvilm, Tellippalar to the
late Ratnam and Mys Ratuan. He bad his education at Manipay Memorial
English School.

The three deacons who iwere ordained on the 14th, were students of the
Christinn Theological Seminary, Maruthanaymadam from 1997 to 1995 and
were ordnined as deacons of the Diocese tn the year 1997,

The candidates weve presented by the Rev. . Gnanapragasam, Aveq Minsser
Wanni. The sevmon was preached by the Rev. Ebenezer Joseph, Secretary of the
National Chistian Conncil of Sri Lanka. He preached on the text:

“hen Movdecal commanded to answer Esther Think
not with thyself that thow shalt escape in the kings house
wiore than all the Jews.

For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time then shall there

enlargement and deliverance mwrise to the Jews from another place,
Bt thou and thy fathers bouse shall be destroyed and who knoweth whether thou
art come to the Kengdow for such o time a3 this.”

Esther: 4 13-14
Alopggwith the Bishop the following Pastors lasd theiy hands on the Ovdinands:
Ren A. Jeyakumaran, Rev. PR. Navendvanugoolan, Rev. T. Jeyachandran,
Rev. Antony Sawevimuthu , Rev. J. Guanapragasam, Rev. Eavl B Solomons , Rev.
E.N. Lawrence and Rev. D.S. Mathwparanan.

A fellowship tea was given by the CSI Church, Colombo for all thase who
participated in the Sevvice of Ordination.

FAREWELL TO ASSISTANT PASTOR:

RBrother Azariah Soundararaj , Assistant Pastor Colombo was accorded a
farewell by the members of the Colombo Church on Sunday the 7th of May
2000. The farewell funcrion was presided over by the Rev. PR.

. Navendranugoolan,- Worker in Charge , CSI Church Colombo.

Mr. A. Gnanathasan spoke on behalf of the Colombo Church, Mrs. K.S,
Tissairajah the Assistant Treasurer of the Colombo Church made a presentation
on behalf of the parish. Brother Azariah Soundararaj in his reply said that he
was an old student of Jatfna College and Christian Theological Seminary ,
Maruthanamadam, Fe remembered with much gratitude his teachers and the
Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah who was the Principal of the Seminary when he was
the student at Maruthanamadam. He said the one year period in Colombo gave
him confidence to serve in any parish in Sri Lanka, The Bishop who was present
at the function made a few concluding remarks and pronounced benediction.

MEETING WITH US AMBASSSADOR:

Ouwr Bishop and the Project Director of the Diocese, Mr. N.S.P. Thampoe
met His Excellency Shaun E. Donnelly, the Ambassador for United States in Sri
Lanka and Mr. Kevin D. McGlothlin, Political Officer of the Embassy of the
United States of America ac the US Embassy on Friday the 5th May, 2000. In
the discussions Held, the US Officers were urged to help find a lasting solution to
the ethnic problem of our country.

25 YEARS IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY:
R v, Sellathurai Jeyanesan and Rev. Annappah Jeyakumaran have

completed 25 years as Pastors in the Jaffina Diocese of the Church of South
[ndia. Rev. S. Jeyanesan is now serving as Area Minister, Batricaloa
And Rev. A, Teyakumaran as Principal, Minor Seminary in the Vanni Region.
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REV. §.M. JACOB...........

S.‘ nathan Mastll ¢ Jacob
was born on 8. 7. 26 in Nagercoil, South
Indin. He was the only son of a teasher,
Paul S, Jacob, after six daughters. The
fannily moved to Sri Lanka where his fir-
ther became o dedicated Evangelist in the
Hill Country.

Rajah facob, ax}:,e was called then,
and now, by friends; had bis cavly educa-
tion in Holy Cross Schoot, Kalutara;
Highlands College, Hatton and at
Wesley Collesre, Colombo. He bad rﬁﬁrz;n’d
Sindiala as his second language in school.
Thiss, i later life proved to be a great as-
setto lis ministyy in the church across the
entive island of Svi Lanka.

1951 - 1975. After his B.D. at
the United Theological College in 1951
e served in the Colombo South circuit,
(a predominantly Sinbalese area), and

in Hatton, wheve be marvied Joyee in Oc-

tober 1955, He moved on to the Eastern
Province, where children
Shanthakumar (1956) and Shanthing
(1958) were born.

Iis

He obtamed hix M. Th. dt the
Chicaggo Theological Sewinary in 1965
and retirned to S Lanka and served
the Methodist Churcl in many cipeuits
in Colombo, the Eastern Province and in
the Cenrral Province.

Where ever be served e left bis
stamp of faith on the people he served and
s skill as administrator on the outreach
of the church. When in Kottaimuna,
e helped to busld a new Manse, a new
Church Hall and made plans. for an
Eastern Technical Institute, o joint ven-
turewith the Jesusts to provide vocational

tradningy for youny wen, Feawas Secre-
tary of the Methodise Confevence in S
Lanka, while in chayge of the Tamal
Methodist civeuit in Mooy Road, Co-
Iomibo from 1972 to 1975 when be was
ismvited to come to Britain as part of the
Wanld Chureh in Byttain Progran:.

1975 - 1981: He was a Circuit
Minister in Hammersmith, Brentford
and Hounslow till 1981 before he ve-
turned to Svi Lanka. A man of vision
and commitment dedicated to place the
interest of the Church above bis pevsonal
intevests, and claims of friendship, class
o race, be was respected md homored

wherever be served.

Tt wats during his stay in London,
that he undzrstood the needs of a small
Tl Chyistian congregation oviginally

fiom Syi Lanka, which since 1972 was
striving to create a wovshippig Tanl
cammunity i London. We were longing
for fellowshp, warmeh and pastoral care.
He offered us hbis sexvice as Honorary

z‘ld:'m'.fm:i We became the London Tamsl

Christian Congregation (L1CC) at
Putuey. As more vefugees stavied com-
ing after 1977, many smaller worship-
ping groups sprang up s and ayound
London. He always encowragjed us 1o be
inclusive and supporrive of all such growps.
Muny of ws tn this congregaiion Were ae-
customed to the C.8.1, tradition i Sri
Lanka. Ve also have members from An-
glican, Methodist and Baptist back-
grounds Ina sense we had stavted an Ecu-
menical congiregation by encouraging our
miembers vo artend thery local chwvches on
the other thyee Suidays when we did not

have a Tamil sevvice. Rev. Jacol was

Jpreatly appreciared fov his pastoral cave
and his encouvagement of our vision as
world citigens, getting us svolved with
the Warld Church aetivities heve tn UK
Theve was an air of Christian solidarity
and a sense of belonging to the one world
church as a congregation. He helped us
o :t’c.'m’ffr;p i SErHCiiie as q mrwrggﬂfimx,

drew up a Constitution, with an Admin--
istrarive and Executive Council of 'f!_ay

Imenbers,

198] - 1983: In Svi Lanka, on
the Pavtners in Mission Program of the
Methodist Chuveh, he contined as Cir-
cust Mindster and as Avea Secretary of
the Sri Lankan Methodise Chuvelh. He
was fully alive to the social fssues i Sri
Lankn. Histrilingual shills, bis pevsonal
faitl and higl dedication, s'nt'gqri:y and
brond vision endeaved bum to all who
e fm. Through fs msnistry in Svi
Lanka, e belped baesld four nep Manses,
one pew Church, a new Deaconess’s
Ouarters and venovate the Evangelist’s
Quprters in Portural, It is ivonic that be

and s fainady weve thenselves pictus of

communal votsin 1983, The Manse was
bsernr, all possersions lost and with orly
manates to pave, they escaped to be with
and help Refugees at Methodist College.

1984 - 1991 Back i UK, the
Methodist Church Overseas Division,
appointed fim Avea Secretayy for Asia
and the Pactfic. He made many trips
abroad to these churches, led @ Peace mis-
ston to Fifi at the time of the coup, and
continued to be honovayy-minister to the

LTCC. He compiled a bilingual Book of
Prayers, with the Order of Service for all

Christtan Sacraments.  This was

FRANK PUSHPANAYAGAM:

The sudden demise of Frank
I‘q_Jshgsamyagam was a sad loss to his
fricnds and relations, He touched the
hearts of those he came in contact
with, with his humour and simple life-
style, Frank Pushpanayagam hailed
from a respectable Jaffina %amily.

He was the second brother of three
loving sisters. His elder brother pre-
deceased him, He was educated ar
the Jaffna College, where he excelled
in studies as well ag i literary and cx-
tra curneular achivities,

After leavine ¢

Wing college he secyiod -
51_%::;?11.17’:1; ar the National Council of
. ‘L,}L{ Education (NCHE}, Itis here
that Hiest met him thyee decades ago,

IL[[Im.n leaving the NCHE he
::: ga;':ctrha-t Yanous establis Unents,
Trainiﬁg I;S?tgranan Researcly and
A }{E Lgc, Family Planning
e e Barna,_ and lastly ar
s roadcasting Corpora-

ursied

Fr; :

ab?(r}ﬁ,’ :vh:.E VAirse met him vas un-

iy L[:m AWord of Sinhala bue by

Fuagu E:n ds‘cj.\_'xfance learned the Jan-

SHABC and dliring e [30rer hi
A5 ; [ AL (3 ]

ife Spoke fluepe Sinhala, Tk

Frank was attached to the SLBC from
his young days as a radio artiste and
regularly took part in Tamil radio dra-
mas. With the introduction of the
electronic media in Sr Lanka he was
automatically absorbed into the TV
media. Frank was a very popular ac-
tor and he performed various roles in
Sinhala and Tamil tele-dramas. e
will be remembered for the fatherly
roles he played in some erhnic based
dramas.

Frank Pushpanayagam was a peace
loving and affable person. He and his
family were nor affecred by the com-
munal violence m 1983, bur for pre-
cautionary reasons stayed at the refu-
geecamp at Bambalapiriya. Frank had
jolly personality. Most of his friends
will remember Tum as a cheertul and
lively person. He had an amazing
sense of humour. He would male his
friends shrick with laughrer by relar-
ing all sorts of amusing mcidents, Even
though I am a Buddhist, during our
long prrii:dnl'f'rn:nd.\lup, I found him
to be a religious person, He always
believed in God for his existence. May
be Frank neelected his health. [ !.1_|I
to understand how: he gave up) this
fight for lite so casily and so soon, Life
is unfair to some.

Those who miss Frank mostly will be
the members of his family, his beloved
wite Ranee, daughter Sumangali and
son Virendran to whom he was
warmly attached, as few men are to
their families.  Frank loved life and
hved it to the fullest.

May he rest in peace.
Friend

Obituary:
Mrs. K.E. Mathiaparanam

We are sorry o record the death
of Mrs. K.E Mathiaparanam which
took place on Sarurday the 13th May
2000 ar her residence m Dehmwala.

Mr. K.E Mathiaparanam hus-
band of Mrs. Rosie Mathiaparanam,
was the Head of the Department of
Tamil, Jaffna College during the
Principalship of Rev, John Bicknell,
Mr. KA, Selliall and Mr, S.V.
Balasingam.

Mts. Rosie Mathiaparanam (nee
Nathaniel) was the mother of the late
Thilagan, Rev. Seelan, Selvi, Selvan and
Arul. The funeral took place at
AR Raymond Funeral Parlor on Ties-
diy, Loth May at 5.00 p.m.

uniguely desygned to meet ouy weeds as a
people usingg both Tl and English duy-

11 our worship.

1991 - 1996: Once maore i Svi
Lanla, based at the Moor Road Churel,
be budlt a new Manse,  Sensitive to the
weeds of displaced people, he priovitized
the building of a hostel for schoolgirls in
Hatton and a layger hostel for young
workeng givls, botly ofwhich e completed

befove vetivement.

1997 —~ 2000 : Officially in retivement
i London, be continued to preach in
various Methodist cireuits and gave much
of bis time supporting the LTCC thyough
many of its. growing problems. We now
have the second and third generation of
Swt Lanka Tamil Christians, with a
growing need to nurture the Youth and
Clildven. Young families weve conscions
of the lack of spivieual support and pasto-
ral care, as we weve still continuing with

omE service @ montly.

We are firtunate thar in the last year,
one of s old Sunday sehool students from
Batticalon, now sevving in the Baptist
chureh here, Rev. Barnabas Alexander,
has with Rev. Jacob’s blessing and jusd-
ance been appointed honorary Manister
of the LTCC. Rer. S.M. Jacob had been
formally vecqpnized as Honorary Minis-
ter Emervtus of the LTCC from 1999,
He prepared the last batch of childven for
confirmation in October99, appointed
Prayer Group Fellowships in and arownd
London with Rev. Barnabas and
preached at our Watchnight Service as
we greeted the New Millennium in
church.

Despite is declining health, he would
continue to do as much as possible for the
Methodist Chureh and the LTCC. Wk
weve indeed blessed to bave bad in bim a
caring,disciplined, concerned, providing
and foresughted Minister, who traimed us
1o be disciplined, searching and honest
with ourselves. We thank God for this
loyal and faithfid follower of Jesus Chyise
wha taught us the faith and by exanple
showed us the need to be faithful to a

bigher calling and sevvice in onr time.

He succumbed to lns fasling health, which

caused a fracture of bis thighbone in

Janwary. He accepted by death with
calm courage and dignaty. He died peace-
firlly on 27th Febyruary 2000, at the Mid-
dlesex Hospital, London survounded by
bis fannaly i prayer avound bim. A well
atterded sevvice of T hankspiving before,
and @ Fellowship meal after his commit-
tal rites at St. Mavylebowrne’s Cemetery,
were beld at Wesley's Chapel in London
on oth March 2000.

Chandra Sethurajan
London Tamil Christian
Congregation
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weavesannse but the Greatest of these is CHARITY

~

Two Thousand years ago St. Paul the supreme servant and infer-
preter of Christ wrote:

‘And now abideth faith hope charity these three, but the greatest of
these is charify" 1 Cor. 13:13

King Asoka after crushing the Kalingas in a gruesome war
about 300 years before Christ declared , “Love friumphs over
every thing; love is a greatest force in this world". After this war
King Asoka embraced Buddhism, gave up his policy of territorial
aggrandizement and began the propagation of Buddhism in
Asia.

Charity is the greatest need in this country. Unfortunately
what we see is hatred mounting every day - hatred among vari-
ous linguistic and religious groups.

At this crucial hour the words of Ven. Kotugoda
Dhammawasa Thera, Secretary , Amarapura Nikaya have
brought sunshine into the hearts of many Sri Lankans. In an inter-
view with Lynn Ockersz published in the Ceylon Daily News of 16.
5. 2000 Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Thera says:

“The ordinary people suffer fremendously on account of this
conflict. Itis a sin to ignore their heart-cry. All communities are
suffering immense hardships in the North-East. Our heart goes
out fo them".

Obviously Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Thera is not car-
ried away by the frenzy and fear psychosis that are pervading
the whole Island. He has given some valuable suggestions for
the solution of the national problems. Following are his words:

‘Hard feelings should be overcome through falks. One problem
with a military solution is that it never eliminates hostilify in the
vanquished. Suppressed haired fowards the vicforin the vanquished,
usually resurfaces after a military solufion is imposed”,

The Thera was also very critical about the part played by
peace players in Sri Lanka. He seems disillusioned with the out-
come of their performances:

“The craving for publicity on the part of some peace players
has damaged many a negotiafion process in the past. Affer afl,
peace negotiations should be conducted with the purest of in-
tentions and not for publicity and fame it affords theparticipanis”,

If only Sri Lanka had more Buddhist Monks of this calibre
and category of Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Thera, many of
our problems would have been solved without foreign assistance.

In conclusion this scholarly Monk says:

‘All Tamils of the country shouldn't be considered ferrorisfs.
Communifies should aspire towards living in peace and
brotherhood. It was his hope thaf we would be able fo step info
twenty first century in harmony and amity”.

Let us thank God for
Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Thera
Gnd for his words of wisdom.

J

STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN
COUNCILOF SRI LANKA ON THE CURRENT SITUATION

Tbyc National Christion Council (NCC) calls upon the Sri Lankan
political leadership and all political fovees in the countyy to exercise wisdom and
favesight in the aftermuth of the fall of the Elephant pass military base. As the
[ighting spreads towavds aveas with layger concentrations of civtlians the ;n_-n_c-
pect of more wasteful loss of lives among young Svi Lankans i the opposing
fovces and among civilians loows lavge. The NCC which bas :.'r.l?;m'rmr{w.- de-
ploved the loss of life and limb in the protracted conflice colls upon the parties to
the conflict to exeveise vestyain and fo act i manier that will ensuve that loss

of life vemains at a maninimm.

Since we believe that a negitiared political sertlement is the onby means by
which the conflice can be ended the question is whether such LAt are
condascted sooncy vather than later after more deaths, destyaiction m{ln‘ f:f’cap‘mx-x
Ire the wovds of Nelson Mandela., in a speech at Trinaty € Tolleqe, Dublin in 12th
April, 2000.

"Ouy staviing point thew is that where parties are locled i conflict, peace
; 0 | ises bits ognition rheiy commmn
is to be found throwgh compromises based on the recopniion that their com:
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CHURCH
IN THE ROUND

Li{u’mﬁ:'n_,q Eschatology: Essays in Honor of Letty M. Russell (Westminster

John Knox Prss, Louisville, Kentuchy, 1999) is one of the vecent books that canght
my attention, especially at @ time we have entered into @ new century which also
bappens to be a new millensum. This book is o fitting testimony by P»"ayflis Trible
anoted ferminist theologian to the great contribution of Letty Russell, o rgmanmes;’
[feminist theologian who bas retived in the vecent past,

About seven years ago, Lerty M. Russell, dvawing from her 35 vears of expe-

vaence, wrote in ber Chuich in the Round: Fewingst Interpretation of the Church

(Lowsville, Ky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1999) stated that if the church is
to veman alive and to do move than perpetuate itself as we move into the next
century, it mus cha we. It st veoyder, reovient and vearrange irself throwgh
acts of veflection and vepentance, The model for such a change suggested by
Rugeellis " acommon table for hospitality and conversion " It is g roundtable
that invites all vegardless of any difference that could normally keep people apart.
Huawever; theve is vegard for the outcast and the marginalized fov inclusion !

The Christian Conference of Asin (CCA) is baving its 11th General As-
sembly in Tomobon, Indonesia. from June 1-6 on the theme "Time for Fullness of
Life for A" It is time, not in o chvenological sense but in a kairological aspect.
The Astan continent is facing quite a lot of problems. Everywhere people are
longing for a meaningfil existence. People are struggilingg hard for their voices to
be hearvd. They strive bayd tomaintain their identities. However, the voices from
the margin always vemain in the margin, Thi church has a vital vole to play in
the context of oppression, marginalization and deprivation. Russell holds the
view that those who hold power in the chuvch should " choose the FRARLIT AS @ WAy
of standing in solidaysty with those who are oppressed and working for justice
(page 20). The goal of this chotce, Russell puts forward , is not to promote
margmalization over centralization, vather for elimination of both centve and
wnyggin throsh "vedesmptive table tall". This vision for elimination of botl cen-
tre and margin, i fact, both vecewes and mvaits actualization m Chyist, "the
Onie who is at the center of life in the church bur dwells on the margin where he
lived and died” (page 27).

Jola siys that Jesus cane that people snay have life tn its abundance (10.10).
Thse fulness, Jesus veferved to beve s by way of laving dows bis own life for the sake
of the sheep. Givingy up or laying dmvn image is the supreme example Jesus por-
trays for the affirmation of life in its abundance. The Chuvch needs to look at
itself seviously ald veevalunte stself at this eritical junctuve. Listening to the
voices of the margin is not an act of charity, rather it is an action toward effect-
11y justice in human velations. Juan Sequndo of Urnguay said, " The world
should not be the way it is." We ave called upon to develop a simultaneaus com-
mitment to God and to those created in the image of God, the human beings.

The churcl needs to go avound, says Russell. For this she suggests the image of
the spival in contvast to that civcle. Going around is not to repeat the conversa-
tion and to come back to the same place but vather to change ways in which one
thinks and acts, This "spiraling process" belps one to eritique all kinds of domina-
tion and discrimination and in that process makes one move beyond to a level of
apareness that exygenders vedemptive actions.

Chsvely i the round is open to all. It needs to look into the biblical narratives
to listen to the peoples' voices unheard of and to discern their presence unnoticed
bitherto. Thus, when one talls about "Time fov Fulliess of Life for ALL" he or she
cannot forget that it is also a call for repentance and conversion of all of us.

Thaya Thisgarajah.

intevests are move impovtant than their diffevences. In particular the shared
benefits of peace and stability far outweigh shove-tevm intevests that each may
derive from continsing conflict and tension'.

W believe that bloody battle for the vest of the Jaffina Peninsula is not in
the itnterests of any of the commnities of Sri Lanka. We call upon the Govern-
meent of Svi Lantka and the LTTE to engage in immediate talks leading to a
cessation of hostilities and the commencement of sevious, bona fide negoviations
leading toa political settlement of the ethnie conflict,

Rev. Roy Rebeiva,Chairperson of NCC and President of the Dutch Refirmed
Clreh
Rt Rev, Kennetl Fernando, Bishop of Colombo
Rt. Rev. Andrew Kumavage, Bishop of Kurunegala.
Rev. Duleep Fernandn, President of the Methodist Church .
Re. Rev. S, Jebaneshan, Bishop of the Chrch of South I ndia Jaffia Diocese
Rev, D WG, Wiclwemasinhe, Prestdenitof the Svi Lanka Baptist Sangamaya.
Colonel Keith Wylie, Territovial Commandey, Salvation Army
Ren. Geoyge Stephen, Moderator, Presbytery of Lanka,
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THE MORNING STAR

THE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE BILL 200

T i Christian Marriage Bill 2000 will be presenced in the Indian Parlia-
ment soon. The Christian marriages in India were regulared by two very old
cnactments , viz; The Christian Marriage Act 1872 and the (‘,hmn.mw Il)]\:nl't.'.c
Act 1869, Since they were very old laws, the Christian Community in India
had drawn up the drafts of four Bills relating to m-.\rri-.lgc,l di\'l!lrL‘C, adoption
and succession about six years ago. The present Government in India [ms‘cluhl?cd
rwo of these draft Bills, those relating to martiage and divoree. 'I:E1c Christian
Marriage Bill 2000 , according to Church leaders lms.mrhcr .]ctt out crucial
clauses or altered them so as to control che freedom entitled with the church.

The practice hitherto has been thar if a Christian wanted to marry a non
Church, Under the terms

Christian, the marriage could be solemnized n the
of the new Bill church marriages can be conducted only when both partners arc
Christians. Mixed couples therefore will have to ger martied under the special
. Severe restrictions have been imposed on pricsts pertorming

mm‘:‘iﬂg(" act. been iy :
penalties for violarion that they could be used as

marriages with such stringent
a lever to harass or vicrimize priests. :

Christian Women's groups however see in it the promise of glcndu I jus-
rice long denied by the reigning patriarchal order. ‘Thcy h.-.wlc otg::.nmcd Seni-
nars and demonserations to expedite the passing of this Bill in Parhament.
A Tribute
MRS K.E. MATHIAPARANAM (ROSIE - nee NATHANIEL)

Tribure paid by Bishop Jebanesan at the AR Raymonds funeral parlour
on Tuesday 16th may 2000

Today is a day of thanksgiving . We have assembled here to thanlk God
for a rich and long life tha had touched many people in Jaffna and Colombo by
showing concern and affeedon. My mind goes back to Jatna Collcg%- of the
507% and the 60's. At that tme there was no University in Jaffna. Jattha Col-
lege was the highest seat of learning, There were stalwarts in VAIOUS f_iclds to
give leadership to the community. The Heads of Departments of Jaffna Col-
lege were the "Professors” of various disciplines in Jattia,

The wives of these weachers played a vital role in building up the ethos
and the cultural milicu of the community: Mrs. Mathiaparanam was prabably
the last of these people to depart from this world. Wich her demise the old

‘Bible Reflection at the

ECLOF ASIA REGIONAL WORKSHOP

Pegasus Reef Hotel Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, March 31, 2000

Bible Text: Isajah 11:1-9

The pictorial scene from the Book of Isaiah read for us today, 15 a power-
ful picture which depicrs God’s kingdom. This picture, when visualized i our
mind’s eye scems a beautiful one. bur when examined minurely; we see the
picturc making some unrealistic assumptions. Isaiah prophesies thar “that the
walf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat ... They
will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full
of the knowledge of God.”

This picture by Isaiah envisioning God's kingdom, (although unrealistic
in the present context ) -is exciting. We see in it the very essence of God's
purpose for the world, the essence of the prophecics of old and the very essence
of Jesus' reachings and his lifestyle.

In this picrure one sees the following..........

There exists harmony - where nature and humanity are in harmony with
cach other. Animals and human beings live without fear of each other.

There exists fearlessness and a sense of seeurity - for it is clearly srared *
they shall not hure nor destroy in all my holy mountain™

There is no dominion of one over the prher and as a resule chere s self-
dignity.

This picture which exudes a sense of harmony and unity despite its cle-
ments of diversity teaches us thar God's lungdom does nor require sameness/
similaricy in the characters which occupy it. In facr it is the diversity of its
difterent components and characters which enriches God's kingdom.

There exists sharing and caring and an interdependence in the funcion
of these beings - human bemgs and nature.

New relationships are portrayed and with it a rejection of the old, The
wolf and the famb, the leopard and goar, the calf and the young lion, the cow
and the bear, the infant and the cobra, the child and the .1.;p.

: There emerges an overall upheaval and a curning over of the norm, tradi:
tons and routine. Newness enters the scenc;

Models of leadership here have ehanged: - a lirtle child Teads? and there
are no pfl\\-'i:i' structures.  Qualites needed for leadership are not power and
d;_nlmnntum anymore but childlike simplicity and humilicy, There is a bre;
of barri

mng
s and the rejecrion of traditional vying between people and mi:n.:!L:
.Imd natre. Traditonal prejudices have been won over with love, Such a unity
15 p{).‘i.‘il?hl.‘ Isaiah says, “through the knowledge of God™”

\ This new thinking, new relationships and the reversal of toles are spoken
of through Genesis to the ¢nd of the New Testament. Tsafah 43:19 says “sec |
am dn:mg anew thing! Now it springs up, do you not perceive itd I'm making
away inthedesert.” In chapter 42, he says *Sce the former things have 1'.|Iu-;';
place and new things T declare - betore they spring into being T an ounce them to you,”

T This newness is referred to even in the lase Ch,qm—; of Revelation (Rev. .711.1
“Then I saw a new hieaven and a new earth .. T am making everyrhing new:”

0.

Bovs of Jaffna College have lost a very significant link with the past.

When T was a student at Jaffna College | in the late 505, Mr. K.E.
Mathiaparanam was the Warden of the Chelliah Hostel. He also held a special
post at the time and was the Head of the Department of Tamil. In thar capac-
ity he was the Pagron of the Tamil sociery. MeMathiaparanam was a very Strict
Orthodox Christian, but he was also a very kind hearted and efficient reacher.
Mrs, Mathiaparanam played her parr beautifully as the wife of this great Gurt,
We used to go to her house during school hours 10 listen to some radio pro-
grams on Tamil Literature. Mrs.Mathiaparanam would switch on the radio,
oet the correct meter for us and then she would serve tea. She had great love for
Hiends of her sons. She knew every thing about her husband’s srudents and
helped them i wharever way possible. Tt was like a Guru-Shiyya scr up where

 the student found the home of the teacher as his temporary abode.

Mr, Mathiaparanam had many problems as warden of Chelliah Hostel.
Thete were students from various parts of Sri Lanka. Boys from the Tslands in
the Noeth, Muslims from the East and Sinhalese from South. Mr. Mathiaparanam
became a legend as warden of the Chelliah hostel. But Mrs. Mathiaparanam
was able to manage the students with tacr and paricnce. Some times she would
walk into the hostel, when the husband was not present. She was able to bring
peace berween the mischievous students and the strict warden.

Mr. Mathiaparanam belonged to the Assembly of God church. Even
though they were living in the midst of congregarional Christians, they were
highly respected because of their rgorous discipline and strong faith. After
their retrement the Mathiaparanams moved to Kadduduai, thenr native town
and from there to Colombo. Mr. Mathiaparanam passed away about 20 years
ago. At that time Tamil Scholars including Luxmana Iyer came and paid his
tribute to his Guru and Mentor. After the death of her husband Mrs.
Mathiaparanam continued the ministry. Even though she was sick and con-
fined to the wheel chair, she would call her friends and speak to them, very
often encouraging them by word and prayer. God gave her a long life. We
thank God for this life which brightened the hearts of many people in the
¢hurch and ourside.

Isaialts picture of God's reign on carth governs the whole creation and
encompasses the whole off human community, not merely the church, We see
this in the fact thar Jesus interacted not only with his community but also with
other communiries: The believer community which contnued Jesus® mission,
had to be constantly reminded that the Kingdom encompassed all humanity:
Tsaial thus when he poctically, lyeically presents this picrure - solidly plants itin
the secular world ........ but what is the reality of the world roday

We would have seen or heard of the carroon which depicrs the reality of
the world today in Isaiah's terms and his language:

Just above the caption reading * the leopard lics down with the lamb™
the cartoon is drawn thus - the leopard lies down with the lamb - the only
difterence is thar the lamb lies inside the leopard’s ummy! -

This 1s the reality of the secular world today. War ravages many parts of
the world, ranging from cthnic tensions to bloody wars waged - ironically some-
times in the name of peace, in the name of justice and even in the name of unity.
Some are religious wars fought for religious supremacy. The division between
the rich and the poor widens daily, the world cconomic order oppresses human
beings. Violence escalates and with it suicide rares - with women and children
as its primary vicams. IHunger, malnuerition and dearh of children wath cur-
able diseases remind us of the negligence and indifference of human beings to
another’s pain and suttering,

Our life, as an Ecumenical body 1s meant to be a living our of the values
projected n Isatalys vision, not with feelings of superiority but through the
“knowledge of God™ referred to by Isaiah, If there is to be a realisation of God's
intention for the world, what are the changes thar need to take place around us

A breaking down of barriers that exist in sociery so thar prejudices are no
longer existent.

A rejecnion of societal, cultural, pracuces which restrice the full freedom
of mdividuals.

Promotion of a society in which there is fearlessness and a sense of secu-
rity given to cach human being,

R ejecrion of hierarchical models of leadership, dominance and pracrice
which appress those foreed to the botrom.

A constant questioning of deep in-buile, sraditional prejudices which pre-
yvent “reaching out” and reaching across barriers, prejudices,

A cultivation of & community of men and women each supporting and
interdependent on the other without feelings of superiority of oné over the
other, even as Christ arged in the community of followers he had - borh women
and men. The practice of roles and values which are positive, caring, creative
and humane by all humanbemngs.

The prophet Micah gives us a brief “wrap up” of Isaiah’s beauriful pic-
ture (Micah 4:3-4) when he proclaims:

“And they shall sit under their own vine and fig tree and shall live in
peace and unatraid, And into ploughshares rurn cheir sword, nations shall learn
war no more.”

Printed for the American Ceylon Mission, Diocesan Office, Yaddukoddai, Sri Lanka,
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