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Statements on Public Issues

Fhe Chiisticn Conference of Asta has o tong history and
teeedition of responding ro the fssues and proftems that are per-
tient to the life and witiness of churches in Asia, The people in
Asia have been confronting wide range of problems in the day

to day life in vespective countries.

The defegates of the supreme decision-making hody of
CCA, the Eleventh General Assembly, meeting in Tomalon,
Indanesia from 26 June expressed their concerns on a number
of txsues that arve confronting the Chureh and society in Asia on
vartons occastons and based on those conments and recon-
mededations the Public Issues committee appomted by the Gen-

eral Assembly proposes the following statenents:

Globalization and Human Rights

This Assembly s addrvessed the negative impact of
elobalization of the economy, micrket, trace and cultre. Unider
the rubiric of liberalization, deregalation and privatization,
globalization secks to integrare the world s cconomy and so-
cleties mto one economic svstem o a single marker, which have
been proven o be rapacious, extrenely destructive. The free
mearker ideology promoted through the globalizarion process is
in fact controlled by a small growp of transnational corpora-
tions. fn conseguence, although sore benefits moay he devived
Iy peaple ar large, fn areas sucl as communication. the vast
majority of the peaple are victims of a process over which they

have no influcnce.

As a vesalt, the process of globalizarion is wnmndful of
the concept of the cammon good ay determined by people i
given soviery. The cmnipotent marker arrogdates it iself the
preragetnce of defting whet i poced, othivally, econonieally,
polivally, caltwally and biologicatly. Humans who do not
conform are made redunedans, while non humean ESANTNTTS (e
vemerally genetically mantpitdated into more profitable or medr-
Ketable fornis, A vast number of the world's population has
been excluded from the benefits of globalization, This includes
werkers laid off due 1o massive job cuts ane closure of facto-
ries, farmers are-distocated by widespread land conversion
schemes, indigenous peoples driven ot of thefr ancestral landy,
migrant workers are foreed to leave from their jobys, independ-
ent lacal entreprencurs farced ont of business. womer, yertth
and childven are the worst vietims of globalization. Far from
imiproving himanity's quality of life, globalization heas dranati-
cally worsenied the economic aned political gap within and aitong
f'.r:.nmrio.\', feading tor grogrer explottation and impoverishment
of a greater mumber of peaple,

We thercjore, chullenge and ere ‘auraee the clurehes in
Asia 1o intensify educational campaign to vaise greater eoi-
sciousnesy among their constitiencies on the nioral, ethical and
religious impact of elobalization:

Tatce up the prophetic role of speaking against disastrous
policies peddled by the promoters and advocates of tlobalization
and of lending voice to the voiceless victims of olobalization.

We wrge churehes in Asia to sty the moral, ethical and
religious implications of globalization:

. 4 L 3
Ta conscientise peaple on the negative fmpact of

globalization and encawrage them to participate in strengthen-

New Office Bearers of the Christian Conference of
Asia Nominations made at the General Assembly
May 31st to June 6th 2000.

Presidium

e Rev, Jennifer Dawson {Aotearoa [ New Zealand) clergy | female / Anglican
2. Mr. Anthony Row (Malaysia) - lay / male | Methodist

3.  Dr. Wong Wai Ching (Hong Kong) - lay [ female | Anglican

4. Metropolitan Dr, Joseph Mar Irenaeus - clergy / male | Mar Thoma

Honorary Treasurer
Mr. Israel Paulraj (Sri Lanka) - lay [ male [ Anglican

General Committee

Aotearoa |
New Zealand : Ms. Fuailelagi J. S. Saleupolu - lay-Youth-female-Methodist
Australia; Rev. John Gilmore - clergy /male/Church of Christ
Bangladesh: Ms. Helen Monisha Sarkar -lay/female-youth/Baptist
East Timor: Rev. Francisco M. de Vasconzales - clergy/male/Presbyterian
Hong Kong: Mr. Wan Hoi Wing-lay/youth/male/Anglican
India: L Rev. G. Dyvasirvadham - clergy/male/CS|
Indonesia: Mr. Tony Waweruntu - lay/male-Preshyterian
Japan: Rev. Kenichi Otsu - clergy/male/Kyodan
Kampuchea: Mr. Smak Sothy - lay/male/youth/Independent Church
Korea: Rev. Kim Dong Wan - clergy/male/Methodist
Laos: Ms. Mone Keo - lay/female/youth/Lao Evangelical Church
Malaysia: Bishop Julius Paul - clergy/male/Lutheran
Myanmar: Rev. Smith N.Za Thawna - clergy/male/Baptist
Pakistan: Mr. Mictor Azariah - lay/male/presbyterian
Philippines: Ms. Sharon Rose Joy Duremdes - lay/female/Baptist
Sri Lanka: Mr. Rohan Edirisinghe - lay/youth/male/Anglican
Taiwan: Rev. William J.K.Lo -clergy/male/Presbyterian
Thaitand: Rev. Chuleephan - clergy / female/ Church of Christ
Total 23
Men 16 (69.5%)
Women 7 (30.5%)
Youth 6 (26%)

{Contd on Page 04)
ing global alliances of people joined in the  peace process by sending a pastoral team and
struggle for unan rights and fuanan dig- strengthening the capacity of the churches in Sri
nity and to resist and counter the negative  Lanka to respond to the needs of victims.

trend of glebalization.
OUR BISHOP ELECTED TO SERVE IN

Situation in Sri Lanka: THE PROGRAMME COMMITTEE
The Eleventh General Assembly of the
CCA notes with deep anguish and concern The Morning Star is pleased to record the

nomination of our Bishop Dr. 8. Jebanesan to serve
in the Programme Committee of Cluster iv - JUS-
TICE, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, DEVELOP-
MENT AND SERVICE. He will serve for the next
five years.

the renewed escalation of the fighting in Sri
Lanka,

As the confrontation intensifies, the
loss of lile and limb is bound to be heavy on
hath s:ldcs. _Wc tll'nlzr':’l'(:re vole an immediate i
cessation of hostilities.

e realli cmimitment 1o nego- e e il i o

We reafirm our commitment tOTCE0™ o Npyy STUDENTS AT JAFFNA COLLEGE
tiation as the only means to arrive at a last-
ing political solution Jaffna College has admitted 400 new students

We plead with the government of Sri temporarily after the outbreak of hostilities in Jaffna
Lanka and the LTTE to seek third party fa- Peninsula in May HUU_U, Othtr.wchm{\ in \"Tlhk.m'!am

i s e bt he povemmentiof dn- | estlEe have admitted students in their Institu-
u.l|l.1uun . . g tions temporarily. The Principals of St. John's Col-
diet ! ) lege and Kaitadi Nuffield Sehool have taken resi-

Weurge the CCA to participate inthe  guyce ar Vaddukoddai.
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MR. ROBERT BRECKENRIDGE:

Bishep in Jaffna af ile € S was very happy when
ol Trinity College. Kandy has appomied Profes-
College, He assumed duties as Prinei-

Ri. Rev, DS, debanesan .
[ heaed that the Governing Couneil
sor W.R. Breckentidge us Principal ol Trinity
pal of Trinity College on the Ist of January, | EROEU T S
him. [ had written about his great grandlather, a converl ul_ the AIHLII.L_.III .l eylan
Mission. Professor Breckenridge responded (o my letler with much alfection and
wanted more information about Kis ancestors.

'GUY, T my CongrituRiory message o

In April 2000, I was held up in Lj:_rlurnhn LILIt“ (o the total hrcull\ 1[..“-”. ..,l
transport and communications between J:|H'n;| and the South. 1 us.cd the |1| e 1 visit
some ol my old {riends in }f‘crudcniyu and Kandy, On the [0 ol April 2000 .1 mel
Professor Breckenridze at his alfice at Triniy (‘u]lc%_rc. He was happy when | mld.
him ahout the achievements af Mr, Robert Breehenridge and ”1IL' I“”ll.‘-‘l' muembers of
the family. He said that he was lile diﬂlnl:sscd l|'|lall peaple at Trinity € .nI[uLu.c L.il-i m.”
consider him as a Tamil, He explained in Tamil how he would adyvise his Tamil
teachers and the non aeademic sla[’l'ul'1hg college. .Huwu\-'cr. T was nol very much
impressed with his diction and pronunciaion. I-I.c N;l.lll ll1l;|l when he YR student at
Trinity Collewe. his Tamil leacher used to scold him Tor his weakness in the Ia_mg,um__rc.
and that he e wnworthy and unhecoming of the sehplarly tradition ol the Jamily.

Me. Robert Breckenrdge. (he greal arandlacher ol the Prineipal o Trinity
arn at Tellippalai o orthodos Saiva amit v Bul hie lost his father

Caollese was b
when he wis very young
nal geandparents, 10was during this times his naother and grandmother came under
the infTuence of American Missionirics namely Levi Spaulding and Henry Richard
Hoisington. His granmotheral her death bed handed over her daughter and the Grand-
son o Rev, Levi Spaulding and ¢losed hereyes. The infant son was admitied at the
American Mission School, Tellippalai and his mother was given d small job i the
mission. By his brilliant performance in the school, he was ahle W gain aLdmi.\ﬁi'i_‘n (t5)
the University College of the American Missionaries viz; Batlicolta Seminary. His
fees al the Seminary were paid by the Women's Auxiliary. Baltimore, USA. Tt was
during his underaraduate days al the Seminary. he accepted Jesus Christas his per-
sonal Saviour and was given the name Breckenridae. Al the seminary: heexcelled in
Tamil. English and Theology. He showed great skill in Drawing. Maths and Dia-
aramis. which were used by the Missionarics i their Elementary Schools. Alter
graduation. Mr. Breckenridge joined the Faculty and taught for seven years till the
seminary was closed in 1835, Like many old students of the seminary., he lamented at
the closing of the Seminary. He went hack to his village in Telippalai and served as
Catechist [or six months, but his heart and mind were always in the field of educa-
tion. In [856. the American Missioparies started the Balticotta English Schoal and
Mr: Breckenridge was invited to be its [irst Headmaster. He served in this capacity
for 14 years and buill up the institution. Same of the students who studied at Batticotta
English School were Rev. D.P. Niles. Rev. Hoishington . Rev. Backus. Rev, William
Mather and Marshall Hoishington,

and the hoy anid the mother were loaked alter by the mater

In 1870, the Colonial Government appoinied him as the Education Officer [or
the entire North East region. This position gave him the apportunity o preach the
gaspel and work tor the educational advancement ol the people.

Mr. Breckenridge was a loyal student ol Rev, Henry Richard Hoishingtlon, the
2nd Principal of Batticotta Seminary. 11 health made Rev. Henry Richard Hoishington
o retire prematurely and settle down in America. He continued 1o write 1o his Guru
and his wile Mrs. Nancy Hoishington.  After the death of Rev, Henry Richard
Hoishington, he wrote many letters to Mys, Hoishington comlorting and inspiring her
Lo continue the good work of her hushand. In s Jeters o Mrs, Naney Hoishington.
he had writlen about backsliding, which head become common amuong the Christians
mn Jaltng m the 2nd hall of the Nineteenth Century. Mr Breckenridge always re-
garded Hoishingtons as his parents and would sign the lener as “Your ohedient son
Robert™.

Sume ol the yrics of Breckenridge became Famous notonly in JalTna Botalso
in South India. One such lyric s as [ollows:

1nsbsL]

GiBnn EpEE 0 o EEaa Epdli S

L I 3 0 5 1 T e

Ak
1. Db tGlesmsm ittt @En Chdlif o
TG et dgadl gl g,

13 at God i Epi !

2, 0108 5 8 8 P 1
LWy Gl D G
Iyt avaurd o fln

3. et fygotd o ik Gangan i Gy iy
gt BN G e B i G i Gy
s d o fp !

4, It 0 1L o s
[hghsit BB snat Gl bl 00 Gyiial
s 1o i |

5. T o AT e T T T e A e
& TR T S A
Dsapl (0 |

1 i unlortumite that De Rayanandan Feandis. the Gereral Seere

vl the
C1.8. Madras i his hook o “Clistian Tamil Poets™ wrote that this lyre was written
by ermminal i fndia whe wis languishing i thy death cell to be hanged. Twrole (o
D Davanandan Francis several tmes aboul this mistake. buteven i his reprints Dr,
Davermandan Francis had not tiken the trouble to recily the errar.

At Cross Purposes

Attacks against Christian missionary schools in India are on the rise. § A
KUMAR asks some products of this long-cherished education system whether
they detected any *hidden agenda’ when they were in school.

In the gocd ald days. when o bureauerat or an Army offieer was transferred
[rom one town o another, the st question thit would eross his or her mind was
“Dares it havera Christian missionary school where my children can study? " Brought
up o asystem which pives a great deal oF importanee o English education. and guite
conyinced that no one can impart this hetler than the lathers and nuns who had crossed
the seven seas to answer the “eall of God' purents would consider themselves ex-
tremely lucky o lind a convent school in the wwn where they had been posted.

But then, those were the days when the nabion adn't heard of the Vishwi
Hindu Parishad arthe Bagrang Dal. [was an mnocent time when Christian missin-
arfes were not pereeived (o be the ‘enemy ol the Hindos™ It was. in fact guite the
reverse, They were praised forworking ina country pourer than the ones they had
Lot hehind, anc For endaring he haedships of living i a dusty town lacking in even
the hasic ¢ivic amenttics. Caterng to the elite: no one had sceused them ol convert-

ing the students they admitted o their schuals

Post-Avodhya, things seem Lo have changed quite a bit. Christian missionar
pes are under attack — Fiest in Gujarat, then i Orissa, and now i Ultar Pradesh and
Haryana. Since the end of March, three missionary schools in Mathura — Sacred

Hearl School, St Dominic’s School and St Theresa's Mission — were on the ram-
page. damaging property and injuring the stall. This was lollowed by incidents in
Agra and Rewari. Haryana. :

Suddenly. the owns ol India don’tseem to want them. 1s it heeause they have
suddenly perceived the “hidden agenda” of the missionaries o convert Hindus and
alienate Indians (rom their national culure?  Has the convent system ol education
contributed o the cvolution of modern India?

“luis terrible. Tleel exceptionally sad. The attacks are hased on the presump-
tion that conversions are [orced.” laments Rajiv Pratap Singh aka “Rudy’ of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP). This young MP studied at St Michael's High School,
Patna. and thinks that Fathers anc brothers al his alma mater were good souls. “They
were people with commitment. My wile is also from s convent. My eight- year- old
daughter, goes to Shii Ram School. But that is hecause T am new wo New Delhi and its
schoals. Butil T were to shiltmy daughter w another school for higher studies. then
aconvent would be my choice. And that is heeause Thnow that she will be taught and

" proteeted well there,” says Singh.

Indeed, the attacks on the missionaries and their schools have horrified the
‘convent Lypes”. Famous heantician Shahnas Husain, whe is from Queen Mary's
Convent, Alahahad, deelaves U1 leel horrilied. notbeeause I'm a convent produet. but
alst as the citizen of @ country which has cherished non-violenee and adopted this
method e secure its Treedom,” Adds dancer Shovina Narayan, who went through a
convent svstem ol education. “What are we doing? We were laught that God iy one
it the Tearned called Him by different nimes

SButasn’t conversion o Christianily a prime Tunction af all missionanics?
Isn'tit rue that they preach the Bible w impressionable children? Actress and Rajya
Sabha MP Shabana Azmi recalls, T went (o St Mary's . Mumbai, and except for the
mandatory psalms in the morning and evening, we were not put through religious
indoctiination. Of course. weall leamt the hymns. hut these were soheautiful, Never
once, by word, deed or gesture, was there a mention of conversion,”

Newsreader und theatre personality Sunit Tandon, though, stys that Christi=
anity was preached in the missionary school he had been Lo, “wis |1|:\"c-rL‘nI'nn:|.'ll on
anyone,” Tandon declares, “My own religious identity was never threatened . In-
deed. Tandon's pereeption only butiresses the argument of social scicntists thitt activ-

1sts of outhits like the Bajrang Dal suffer from a ‘terrible culiure complex’.

There's no unilorm pattem followed in the misstonary system. Different schools
seem Lo follow different methods of imparting education. Says model-lurmed-TV
anchor Shetali Talwar, who studied a1 New Delhi's (_'un\x‘.n; ol Jesus and Mary.
“They didn’tpreach. Instead, they emphasised on living life as a good human hciﬂé‘..
While we did have to sing the psalms, it was also true l‘h.’ll lu-u‘ctu week we reeited
shlokas. Stmilarly, Christmas and Diwali were celebrated with the same verve and
enthustasm.

Cont'd 3i.....
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r— EDITORIAL

“THE CIRCUS AGAIN” :

“ HEY DIDDLE DIDDLE

THE CAT AND THE FIDDLE

THE COWS JUMPED OVER THE MOON

THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED TO SEE SUCH SPORT"
THE CUP RAN AWAY WITH THE SPOON”

Onee again the situation i Jaftna reminds us of this nursery
rhyme: curfew in Certain areas. thousands of internally displaced ]1L-|T-
sons. acule shortage ol fuel, communications with Colombo totally
cut off. Peninsula divided into army controlled areas. militunt con-
trolled areus and no man’s land. The people are undergoing much
hardship as they did in 1995,

Jattna Town is cut off beyond Navatkuli, and Pallai is cut off
beyond Meesalai. Shop keepers in Jalfna Town are busy trying (o
salvage their goods and take them to safer places. New Helicopters
are flying low and new kinds of artillery shells are being fired, The
schools and hospitals in Valikamam West are filled with I'ﬁfugt‘cs_

In the meantime. many people and agencies are working tire-
lessly to bring about a cease- fire between the warring parties. They
have expressed their concern over the deaths of innocent civilians.
Norway. India and now United States are all working towards peace
and a lasting solution for the ethnic problem in Sti Lanka. I their
elforts succeed, not only the Sri Lankans . bul people all over the
world will rejoice. Let us turn to God | so that an accepted solution
to the problem is found. when the Devolution Package is brought in
to the Parliament in August 2000. Let it be a turning point in the
history of Sri Lanka. The settlement that is envisaged may bring
peace Lo all parties. so thal it may be said that all those who died
during the past 17 years had not died in vain. = JUSTICE COMES
WHEN THE QUARREL BECOMES PUBLIC™ 1s a Tamil Proverb.
Now the quarrel in Sri Lanka is known to the world. The issues are
now clear to all those who are affected or involved in this erisis. We
are again and again hearing the words, such as " integrity " and "sov-
ercignty " of Sri Lanka which must be protected, while a situation
should be created for the Tamils to live with honour and dignity, Nor-
way, India and USA have reilerated this. Let us hope “THE CIR-
CUS COMES TO AN END SOON" and the people of Sri Lanka are
able to live in peace and amity.

at cross purose (Contd)

“Singh. on the other hand. feels thal the system emphasised on quality educa-
tion. and the religion his Christian padres preached was universal in nature —some-
thing that all great religions ol the world preach.

“The system was oriented towards providing good cducation. In my entire
schooling years not a single student was asked w convert, “says the young BIP MP.

All in all, the emphasis was on an uphringing eclectic in character, And par-
ents alsodidn’t mind it Recalls Husain, *1 remember once the Mother Superior told
my Father 1o send a maulvi to teach some children Islam. because we slepl when
athers would goto the church. To that my Father answered, “Since my ehildren know

nareligion, Ishall be gratetul i you teach them yours.

Adds Narayan. “All the convents that T went o were good schools and im-
parted exeellent education:. We were Laught to excel not just in studies but even in
terms of compassion. 1 come from o very Hindu stock and the values were the same
al home — tu be a good human being. Never during my entire schooling years did any

1ssue ahoul religion crop up™

Actress and writer Tara Deshpande, who studied at Cathedral and John Can-
non, Mumbii, feels its absurd o helieve that a missionary sehool would notemphia-
sise on Christianity. Bul what ultimately matters is how this is done, Of course,
Deshpande says. “we were expected (o go to the church, read hymns marning and
evening, hul there was nothing oppressive about it nor it overly conformist. In tha
sense. it was very secalar, We had teachers from every religion, and non-Christian
students — Hindus, Muslims and Parsis — dominated in numbers. For all that, Tam no

less a Hindu."

“same like Tandon, do (ind these prayers unsettling, and says But [gotused to
them, even became fond ol them. Also. other religions were never helittled.” Tandon
says that the chapel service was a must for only the hoarders, and that since he was 4
day scholar he was not exposed much to the *Christian ambience’, “Buteven T had
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been. | doult W e
i OUBE I would hive changed my attitude very mieh, You could

partcipate m the elapel service but didn't have (o glve upone’s own beliels™

(el g
1eh views are hound 1o shock the Hindy chauvinist, Forone. they heliove the

I:H\HIUIIilI_\-‘ sehool should only provide education - and not talk about Christianity,
Second, prayers and chapel visits are only subitle ways of influencing gullible Hin-
dus. The counter-argument ( this sor of thinking which considers (_:hri'\li.'m mis-
sionary schools as breeding grounds for converts is: Isn't it true that IJ:!\;zlnunld

Anglo = Vedie Schools conduct Hindu prayers? And docsit the Constitution allow

schools ol any denomination to preach their religions 1

. Fartly this willingness (o. say, sing psalms springs from the {act that Christi-
anity i Ineia is olien confused with westernisation. in the process secularising what
otherwise [alls in the realm of religion. Forl instance, God is not only a Ch\r.ls'Li'.m
name for the Supreme Being but also the English cyuivalent of Bhagwan, Allah. etc
ILis also possible that students and their parents believe thal the rn::chuniu.'ll rccilu:
tion ol prayers is really a small price to pray or the advantages that acerue (o them
from the system,

Gushes Talwar, * The convent produces ladies. A lot of personalities from the
glamour world are convent products, We fell superior because of our education.
because we spoke English betler than others.” Ads Singh. “T am proud 1o e the
product ol the misstonary system. The values that Timbibed [rom my school is what
has made me surge ahead in lile. There was i chapel onmy school premises. hul we
were never foreed Lo visit it

Talwar feels that the misstonary schoal is 4 greal equaliser and also teaches
ils students o care about others. “We used to give our sweaters. haoks. ele (o the
school. These were distributed among the needy students. But we were never told
who was benelitting from our things. The zap between haves and have nots ended at
the school gate.” she recalls.

Azmi highlights the commitment of the missionaries. “My prineipal. Ms.
Shelton. is today a frail old woman whe teaches poor giels in a Tamil Nadu village.
She could have opted o go back (o England. But she did not. despite her [ailing
health, Al that people like her are trying 1o dais W improve the Jot ol vur society.”
Try and cxplain that to the Bajrang Dalis, )

Courtesy "THE HINDUSTAN TIMES"'

At the Funeral Service of the Late Mr. A. Sri Pathmanathan
who entered glory on 22nd May held in his residence at
8/3 Ramanathan Avenue , Dehiwala on the 24th of May, the
following Tribute was paid by Mr. K.D. Arasaratnam:

“I have known Mt Sri Pathmanathan known as St for over 50 years. He
joined the Bank of Ceylon as an Assistant ShrolT and rose Lo the ranks of a Chief
Shroft.. due o his undoubted integrity and ahsolute honesty. Puring his career he has
heen serving in Kandy, Kurupegala. Panadura Colombe Banks handling billions and
billions ol cash and there had been no blemish in his duties. Though he held a pres-
tigious position. he was always simple in his behaviour and never Failed (o recognise
a Iriend or acquaintance. He was a good sportsman, Tennis Player and a thorough
gentleman. He had been a very loving and indulgent father to his daughter Jacintha
who had reciprocated his love and atfection in equal measures and has been deeply
concerned in his welfare to the end,

Devy 1o whom Sri had been a loving and Faithful hushand had been a very
patient and affectionate wife and in spite of her many social and religious activities
had never neglected him and had looked after him in his hay days and during the

times ol his illness with the same sense of duty and love,

During his active days, Sri had been a regular Churchman and had been ac-
tively involved in church activities, In fact. he had been responsihle for the purchase
al the Church property al Franees Road at a bargain price.

Besides his family. Sri had always been deeply concerned with the welfare of
his relations and friends and had been responsible for some happy marriages. Even
in his days ol illness he never failed w inquire about the welfare of the families of his
visitors. Though [or the last few years he had been confined to the home. He had
ungrudgingly allowed his wile and daughter to take partin the many activities of the
church, Mrs, Sti Pathmanathan had been a Deaconess in our chureh for over 10
years and is considered as one of our main stays ol the Parish. Jacintha had been a
vibrant leader of our youth. All these were accomplished mainly due to the support
and encouragement giva by Sri. For us, it had been a pleasure and strength (o have
had the ¢lose acquaintance of Mr. Sri and family and we will always cherish his
memory with affection and admiration. Farewell my good friend, knowing of your
good character and deeds, Tam assured that your soul will bein the blessed presence

ol the good Lord.

On behalf of our church and the Elders Fellowship , [ wish to extend our
deepest condolences and sympathies to Devy, Jacintha, his relations and [riends,

“MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE"
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Message given by Rev. Ebenezer
Joseph, General Secretary, Nn:
tional Christian Council of Sri
Lanka, at the Ordination Service
of Paul Suresh, V. Pathmathayalan
and John Selvam at the Colombo
Church,J.D.,C.S.T on 14" May 2000.

At such times we look buck at
our past, the time God called each one
of us to be His child, servant. Let us

ook at the Scripture to see how Jesus
called His disciples.

Mathew 4: 19 - It was trouhled
times in Galilee, One morning this cull
came (o two Fishermen who were fish-
ine. Jesus said. “Come, follow me and
I will make you fishers of men™. This
call has been coming over and over
again for 2000 years. Jesus did not call
us to follow His Philosophy, or teach-
ing or taditional practices or even a
rebel force. But He calls us to follow
Him - to have a close relationship with
Him, to follaw the God who took hu-
man form.

If we look at Paul's admonition
- Your call is no longer between God
and you, but also with the Church where
you will exereise your gifts and carry
aut your service. The Church also has
responsibilities.
| Timothy 4: 12— Live a Life of
example.
aood conduct
show your faith

Do not let anyone look down on
you beeause you are young, but set an
example forthe believers in Speech. in
life, in love, in faith and in purity.

At a time like this when you
rededicate yoursell' to God. rededicale
yoursell to the Church also.

This is a dangerous time, anxious
time, questioning time, and atevery turm
one meets mjustice. God ealls us to live
a life of light
We see similar time during Esther s life.
Esther Ch 4.

Esthier Ch. 4 : 3 — There was
great mourning, fasting, weeping, wail-
mg and many lay in sack eloth and
ashes. Time of great sorrow.

Esther s in the Palace in comforiable
circumstances.

Vs 13—14; On hearing Esther’s
hesitancy to meet the King, Mordacai
tells her of her responsibility.

He tells her of her responsibility
and 1f she fails to act then the destruc-
tion on her family.

He gives God's strength — reliel
and deliverance will arise from another
place and God will use someone else.

She may have been chosen as
Queen at this time for such a purpose,
Esther wag an insuument in God's
hands.

Soilfwe examine ourselves, God places
us m impartant positions (o :

Make peiice

Work [or justice

Work towards reconciliation

I you do not do it, God will accom-
plish His work through someone else,
2Cor 52 14 - 15

Christ’s love compels us......

Those who live should no longer
live for themselves but for Him wha died
for them and was raised aguin,

God is waiting to do great things
through you. Be an instrument of Com-
fort, Justice and Reconciliation.

OBITUARY

Justice Jaya Pathirana:

Mr. Jaya Pathirana, former Su-
preme Court judge and Member of
Parliament for Kuunegala died on
Thursday the 25th of May 2000, M,
Pathivana was o founder member of

the S L E P His [uather worked
as o Dental teehnicin in JalTna,  He
had his education at St Patrick’s Col-
Jeoe, Jaffna and at Jalfna College,
Vacdukoddai, He was o very loyal old
boy of Jaftna College and did his part
(o sulvage the Institution during the take
overof 1974, The funeral ok place at
his residence in Kurunegala on Sunday
the 28th uf May 2000,

A.Sripathmanathan:

The death occurred on Tuesday
the 23rd of May 2000 of Mr.
A. Sripathmanathan reticed Clhiet Cash-
jerin the Bank of Ceylon. He was the
hushand of Devi and father of Jacmtha
and brother of Lily, Parly, Nesamalar
Rajendra and brother in liw of
Devanesan, Devarajah, Devanayagam.
Devasagayam. Devaseervatham and
Devi Manoharan. The funeral ook
place on Wednesday the 2dth of May at
3,00 p.m, at his residence at No.8/3
Rumanathan Avenue, OfT Ratnakuora
Place, Dehiwala, The funeral service
was conducted by Rev. PR.
Navendranugoolan assisted by Rev. A.
Jeyakumaran, Rev, BN Lawrence and
Rev, Sathy Thambirajali (Methodist
Church.)

David Alexander Danicl (Sammy}

We are sorry Lo record the death
of David Adexander Daniel  Sammy ),
Fe was the Beloved hushand of Jessie.
loving father af Premo (Fedex) and
Teeva, father in law of Geethat Bishop's)
and Ralan (Mackwoods ). loving grand-
father of Debbie, Cherisha and Fallon,
brother of Esther, Annie. Elizacth{ all
deceased) and Alfonso. Funeral took
place at his residence at-Na 1711,
Kawdana Attidiva Rouad, Dehiwala on
Monday the 22nd May 2000.

SYNOD YOUTH FESTIVAL 2000

The Secretary of the Synad
Yaouth department CSI Rev,
Vinod Victor has mformed us
that the Synod Youth Fest-
val 2000 will be held from the
2nd o the 25th of November
2000 at Kasan in Vellore.
The theme of the festival will
he * LORD MAKE US

CHANNELS OF YOUR & 1. Indonesia Reyv, Dr, A, Yewanggoe CIMIIKS

PEACE". The Synod has in- (Moderator)

vited 100 delegates fromeach 5 2. Pakistan  Bishop Samuel Pervaiz C/M{Church of Pakistan
diocese. The CSI Youth De- 3. India Ms. Vidya Rani L/F/Lutheran

partment will take care of the ¢ 4. Korea Rev. Lee Sang Yoon C/M{ Methodist

hoarding and lodging. Travel 5. Japan Rev. Dr. Sanjee Kim C/M Korean Church
expenses will be the respon- 6. Taiwan Rev. Dr, Cheng Yan En C/M/Presbyterian

sibility of the participants.

Phillippines

Pastor Visits
Mr. C.D. Chinnakone

The pastar of the JDCST Church Colombo Rey, PR. Nal\zc’l}d!‘ill_itigi"ﬂi.l“
visited Mr. C.0. Chinnakone at Terrorist Investigation Unit, Fort, Co-
lombo on Wednesday the 7th June 2000, The pastor was allowed to pray
for Mr. C.ID. Chinnakone. Rev. Anugaolan said that Mr. C|‘Ii|'|1'l£1!\'ﬂ]llt': looked
fit and was wanting reading material while staying in the Terrorist Inves-
ligation Depariment. Our readers will know that Mr. (_'.D._Chmn;lk_:)nc
was Laken for questioning inconnection with the handling of a map of the
Colombo Porl.

New Assistant Pastor in Colombo

The new Asst. Pastor of Colombo Bro, Daniel Ranjith arrived in
Colombo on Wednesday the 7th June 2000. He travelled from Point Pedro
to Trincomalee by Ship and then by a Motor Vehicle to Colombo.

SYNOD SAYS GOOD BYE TO
IVIR. SOLOMON MACDONALD:

Mr, Selomon Macdonald the Associate Secretary at the Syned Office.
Na.5 White Road. Madras [4 was accorded a solemn farewell on Satorday the
27th Muy in the conference hall of the CSI Centre. In the same function the
Synad Staff also felicitated Mr. Frederick William the Hony. treasurer of the
Synod who will be celebrating his 75th Birthday on the 3rd Jupe. The welcome
speech was given by Mi. Gerard Saumuel. ‘The prayer was offered by Mr. LA
Selviraj, The lesson “Psalm 917 was read by Ms. T.A, Grace. The Treasurer
and Mr, Mucdonald were then garlanded and were given gifts by the members of
the Staft, Mr. Nadarajuan spoke on behall of the attenders. Mr. Macdonald in his
reply said that he had served the Synod office for 9 long years, He had been a
student of Layala College during the time of Rev.Fr K. Souza. He rose to the
position of Jomt Secretary of the Tamil Nadu Secretariat. Mr. Macdonald was
filled with emotion for all that God had done for him and sang the song

“Mumibi Vanthen Jessiah Naan Nambin Viothe nae”
M. Frederick William in his speech sard that he and chief Karunanithy

were horn o the same day. He had his education at Madras Christian College
when Mre. Boyd was Principal. He rose to the position of Deputy Secretary in the

Tamil Nadu Goyernment Secretariat: He has served asa Treasurer for the Synod

for 7 years. He said that he owed his religion and philosophy to his father who
was a Medical Misstonary in the Dornakal Diocese.

Rev. G. Devasirvadam, the General Secretary of the Synod spoke on he-
half of the Synod of the CSL. The function was presided over by the Bishop of
Talfna who also offered the closing prayers and pronounced the benediction.

New Office Bearers (Contd)
+C.C. A. BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
FAITH, MISSION & UNITY

(Co-Moderator)

Australia Ms. Rachel Kronberger
9. Malaysia Rev. Albert Walters
BISHOPS' RETREAT 10. Thailand  Rev. Dr. Pradit Tagerngrangsarit
23 rd to 25th May 2000: 11. ANZ Bev. Max Reid
T T b0 12 HiE Rev. Eric, So
he CSI Bishops as- 13.5ri Lanka Rev. Jothini
sembled at a Quiet Corner, at 14, Myanmar Ms. Nang May San Oo

Masinagudi in Qoty for their
annual retreat, The Leader of
the retreat was Ri. Rev, Dr.,
S.K. Parmar, retived Bishop
of Methadist Church in India
and Chairman of the Time-
thy Project. He give three
talks on the following sub-
Jeets:

Episcopacy in changing times
Episcopacy and the Institutional-

Male: 10 Female 4 Youth 3 (Regions: South Asia: 3/SEA: 3/NEA: 4/SEAP:3)

Il JUSTICE, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, DEVELOPMENT & SERVICE

=

b

Leslie Capus

Kaorea Ms., Lee Hyun Sook
| Co-Moderator)
Bishop Elmer Bolocon

(Moderator)

Philippines

s Chir 3. Pakistan  Mr. Marvin Farrukh

AP uren | 2 y

Conext deter s SRirituad 4. Indonesia Ms. Marlene Sigar
dctermimes '1|1[| (LIS ll_\u 1; Jii|\:]||. RL’\"_ 'rllhl'l.ll}'l.'lh"l Y.‘u[h[”]“[;\

18 Bishops of the CSTand the
officersof the Synod attended
this retreal,

i
s

Mr. Albert Lin
Mr, Sok Sovandy
Rey. Dr. Pa Sang

Taiwan
Kampuchea
Myammar

L/M/Y /Phil. Independent
L/F/UCA

C/M/ Anglican
C/M/CCT

CIM/ Presbyterian

M/ Congregational
C/W/Methodist

L/F/Y/} Baptist

L/IF/IPROK
C/M/UCCP

L/M/{Church of Pakista
L/ENIGMIM
C/M/Kyodun
LiM/Presbyterian
L/MIMethodist
CIM/ndependent
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