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DEACON ORDINATEIN “a missionary in residence” to  Sandilipay. Navaly., Manipay,

At the Sunday morning service on the 3rd of September Rev. Duniel Ranjit
Thanarajasingam was ordained Deacon of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church
of South India. Rev. Daniel Ranjit Thanarajasingam is now serving as As-
sistant Pastor of the Colombo Church. He is the son of Mr. P.
Thanarajasingam, the former teachgr of Jaffna College and Mrs,
Thanarajasingam. A fellowship tea 1‘0|Ié§vetl the ordination service:

'
MISS. ELIAS - A THANKSGIVING SERVICE IN COLOMBO:
Old Boys of Jaffna College conducted a memorial service for the life and
witness of Miss. Mary Elias at CSI Church. Colombo on Sunday the 3rd of
September. The main tribute was paid by Mr. C.D. Chinnakone. Rev. PR.
Navendranugoolan preached the sermon.

MEMORIAL SERVICES:
A service to thank God for the life and witness of Miss. Jesmy Kirupairajah
was conducted at her residence at Chankanai on Sunday the 13th August.

A Prayer to thank God for the life and work of Naventhan (Mr Thambirajah
Thirunavukkarasu) was conducted at his residence at North Erlalai on Tues-
day the 15th of August.

OBITUARY

We are sorty to record the death of Dr. Suresh Joshua the son of Dr. Palan
and Rita Joshua of Sydney, Australia. Dr. Suresh Joshua was suffering from
stomach ailment to which he succumbed on 29th July 2000. He was the
husband of Nilanthi daughter of Mr. Balan and Susheela Sanders of Ad-
elaide. Australia; The funeral service took place on the 2nd of August in

Blackwood. Sydney.

IN MEMORIAM - MISS MARY ELIAS
Mary Elias was born in 1928 and died on 16th
August 2000 in California, USA. Her life was
to a very large extent bound up with Jaffna Col-
lege, where she studied as a girl and where she
was a member of the staff for 35 years.
Mary's father, Mr. C.O. Elias was one of those
remarkable teachers from Kerala, who contrib-
uted so much to the life of the College and helped
shape its character in the 1940s and 1950s. He
was a farmer at heart and lived as a Vaddukoddai
villager. He and his family were extremely devoted members of the
Vaddukoddai church.
It is with such a family background that Mary. not surprisingly, became one
of the most loyal members of the Jalfna College staff, She had her entire
education at College and completed her studies obtaining a B.A. (Second
Class) in Tamil, Sanskrit and Pali. Immediately after finishing her studies
she joined the teaching staff as a teacher of Tamil and Sanskrit. In 1956 she
became the first Warden of Howland Hall, the women’s hostel. She re-
mained warden till her retirement in 1987, and even continued to carry this
responsibility after retirement till 1992, when she left for America.
In 1972 she became the Supervisor of the Junior School and as such be-
came the first woman-administrator of the College. Later she became Su-
petvisor of the Junior Secondary School (grade 6 - 8 ). Apart from her
{eaching and Administrative work she was very active in the Girl Guide
. Mavement, attending several conferences abroad and becoming the Guide
Comimnissioner for the Northern Province. She took a great interest in music
and sports, Both by her work as a reacher, a warden and an administrator as
well as by her extra curricular activities she made a very important contribu-
tion to the co-educational character of Jaffna College. and Lo the rightful
place of the girls in it. 1 .
Because of her intense participation in the life of the church, she was invited
in 1982 by the United Church Board for World Ministries in the USA to be

the United Church of Christ in
Hawaii for a period of ten
months. This was not only an
honour o her but also to the
Jaffna Diocese of the Church of
South India.
In many ways we can, looking
at the above list of her many
achievements and her important
contribution to the church and
to Jaffna College, conclude that
she was a remarkable person.
‘et this In Memoriam would not
be complete if we did not do jus-
tice to her as a very allractive
person. We do remember her
simple, cheerful and energetic
personality and her helpful char-
acter, always ready (o assist. She
was very practical, hardworking
and persevering. Even after
moving to Californiain the USA,
where her sister Susan lived, she
did not sit down to a well-carned
rest but went on to earn a quali-
fication as a Montessori teacher.
Her pride was great when she
recently qualified for the United
States Senior Citizenship.
Itis there. in California, that she
died on August 16th 2000. It
was 4 privilege to know her.
May God grant her eternal peace !
C.B.B.

PEACE SUMMIT

Over 1500 religious and spiritual
Heads from all over the world
mel under the auspicious of the
U N last week in New York.
They have condemned violence
against religious groups. They
have also resolved to respect the
right of freedom of religion, to
seek reconciliation and in mutual
forgiveness. It also called for
building “unprecedented col-
Jaboration” among various faiths
and building peaceful societies.

RELIEF FOR DISPLACED
The Bishop Amma Ms. Vimala
Jebanesan was among those
present at the distribution of re-
lief packages and dry rations to
the refugees who fled from their
homes in the peninsula,

Thousunds have been displaced
from their villages: Sarasalai,
Nunavil, Kurunagar. Amban,
Nagarkoyil, Otti Sutti, Kaithady,
Colombuthurai and Passaiyoor.

These helpless people now live
in thatched huts and under trees
in vacant blocks of lund in less
dungerous areas Viz; Chankanai,

EastVadamarachehi, Vaddukoddai and
Kattudai,

Children displaced from
Chavakachcheri living in
Vaddukoddai attend Thirugnana
Sambanthar Vidyalayam . These stu-
dents were given school uniforms
and books. Other displaced and liv-
ing in Araly attend the Valliammai
School at Kottakadu were also given
uniforms and books.

Those displaced from the “Kaithady
Homes™ are housed at Moolai hos-
pital.

An “elder” has described the scene
at these centres, as absolutely pa-
thetic and could be worse, when the
monsoon breaks next month.

Among those who took part in the
distribution of relief packages and
uniforms were Rev. S.C. Arnold,
Rev. A.A. Paul. other pastors and
laymen of the JDCSI.

CM C VELLORE

Ms. Devika [yampillai has been
admitted to the CMC Vellore

to follow a course in Micro Bi-
ology.

SALVATION ARMY STUDENTS JOIN

THE SEMINARY:

Two of the students of the Salvation
Army of Jaffna will be joining the
Christian Theological Seminary,
Maruthanamadam.

The Territorial Commander of Sal-
vation Army in Colombo had asked
them to pursue their Theological
Studies at the Christian Theological
Seminary, Maruthanamadam,
Chunnakam.

BOOK RELEASE

On Friday the 18th of August the
YMCA of Navaly was the scene of
a large gathering and literary men.

They had assembled for the release
of a book written by NAVALIOOR

N. SELVADURALI. The name of the

book was  “SINNAVANA

PERIYAVANA". [t was the story

of David and Goliath in the form of

folk drama. The function was pre-

*sided over by our Bishop. The

Speakers were

Dr. S. Sivalingarajah Head of the
Dept. of Tamil, University of Jaffna,
Mis, Kohila Mahendran Circuit Edu-
cation Officer & Mr T
Pathmanathan Part Time Lecturer in
English. Mr. N. Selvadurai thanked
the people who had come for the
function.
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THE NAGPUR STATEMENT OF CHURCHES IN
INDIA

We the Leaders of the Indian Churches. ata meeting al Nagpur on 1.'““‘ I IlIh
of July 2000 jointly convened by the National Council of Churches in India
and the Catholic Bishops Conference of India at the NCCI Campus, haye
tuken o serious and a close look at the continued atrocities against the
Churches, Dalits and other minorities, Having analysed the facts and hav-
ing discerned serious threats to the democratic. secular fabric of our Na-
tion. we make the following STATEMENT hereinalter referred Lo as the
NAGPUR STATEMENT OF THE CHURCHES IN INDIA.

WE RE-AFFIRM the fact of history that we are a religion which is 1,950
years old in India. In these years we have not only respected other I[-ililhﬁ in
our country but have also adhered to the democratic principles of mutual
respect and co-existence with them. The Churches in India I?;wc :ﬂwluys
upheld and abided by the principles of dialogue with people of other faiths
in this land, which has served as the cradle of ancient civilisations and
major religions of the world.

WE RE-AFFIRM that we have always tdentified ourselves with the poor-

est of the poor in our country and have served the nation in the field of

education, health, poverty-alleviation programmes, emergency-relief, gen-
der and social-justice programmes for the dalits and tribals, and have also
contributed to the development of literature and grammar of several In-
dian languages. Our actions speak louder than words. We have further-
more worked selflessly towards the eradication of child labour and pro-
moted ecological consciousness and other emancipatory programmes. In
all this we have contributed to the task of nation building. In spite of the
fact that we are a meagre 2.5 % of the entire population, we have contrib-
uted much through our service.

WE RE-AFFIRM that our numerical strength has remained below 2.5 %
of the entire population, which disproves the malicious theories of forced
o~ sercive conversion raised against us. What we have achieved through
the programmes of service and proclamation is the emancipation and the
empowerment of the socially oppressed . the marginalised and the excluded
in society, and their liberation from an evil caste system which discrimi-
nates against Dalits and tribals. The task of the Churches has always been
to be obedient to Christ's calling to empower and build communities based
on the values of Love, Justice and Peace which are the fundamental pillars
of the Christian Faith. We affirm that our service to humanity is in obedi-
ence to Christ’s calling to affirm Life in all its Fullness to all people.

WE DISCERN that violence against the minorities and the poor is the
handiwork of a fundamentalist ideology which is based on intolerance,
cultural exclusivism and domination. The atrocities against Christians and
other minorifies and the call for debates on conversions have marked the
ascendancy of the fundamentalist forces. There has been a serious design
to communalise the political processes. We also see the unhealthy nexus
between political parties and right-wing formations which has resulted in
the empowerment of the fundamentalists, as well as the increase in intimi-
dation, organised violence and hate campaigns against the minorities. The
recent ullerances by several fundamentalist religious leaders have heralded
d new form of violence against the Christian and minorities. We also dis-
cern with alarm the inereased intimidation of the minorities through e
use of bombs giving the criminals a degree of invisibility and Icgili-nmcv
thus widening the scope and range of attack. ‘
WE DISCERN thal the State has responded very feebly to the demands of
the minorities for justice, protection and security. The past thirty months
have witnessed several hundred eriminal cases ranging from rape, loot.
arson, bombing, murder, molestation. and exhumation of graves to the
desecration of places ol worship. We are appalled at the \4;;1_\,' the cases
have been handled and we are

deeply disappointed to note that not even one single case has been solved
» or the culprits brought to book, This is a serious contradiction to the
statements made by several government officers and officials deseribine
the acts as merely problems of law and order., i
WI;‘ DISCERN thut the present environment is not conducive to have 4
iflill|t_'g_L1L’ with fundamentalist groups, We appreciate and acknowledge the
Tif]ll(lu]'il}" shown by the majority of the Hindu community and other II-_I:IIInI'
ity culmmunilies who have extended their support. solidarity and une
standing. The hate literature produced by the fundamentalist forces |
to their intentions and methods, )

ler-
alist forces points
ansand me Ihe rhetoric of cultural nationalism through
the process of intimidation exposes their agendu i

WE DEMAND that:

|. The Government undertukes me:
of the minorities in handling the situation
attacks. . :

7 The Government take immediate measures (o stop the vmlcncc_aguum
Christians, minorities and other weaker sections and that the C-Tlll‘!inal
acts oyer the past many months including the recent bomb blasts in the
Chutches should be investigated immediately.

1. The Government ban organisations with overt communal leaningy
especially those involved in violence. ‘

4. The Government immediately bring the hate campaigners to book by
initiating legal proceedings. )

5. The Government take stern steps to bring the culprits to justice, regardless

wsures to instil confidence in the minds
arising out of the continued

of their political or other affiliations.
6. The Government desist from utterances regarding the issues of conversion
as itis within the Constitutional and Human Rights/Religious Liberty

{ramework

'
WE RE-DEDICATE OURSELVES:
. To observe the dawn of the New Millennium as the Year of the Lord
and proclaim the jubilee to the captives in all kinds of bondage.
To continue to serve the poor and the marginalised with greater com
mitment and to place more of our resources at the service of the poor.
To continue to work for the emancipation and empowerment of the
Dalits, tribals and adivasis.
To continue to be involved in service and proclamation recognizing and
upholding the values of free choice for all individuals and to desist from
any form of forced and coercive conversion.
- To continue dialogue with representations of other faiths who respect
and value'the rights of all human beings.
To act unitedly to affirm and safeguard our unity and ecumenical com
mitment.
We call upon all secular and democratic forces (o unite in the common
struggle against forces of fundamentalism and subjugation.

Edorsed by 44 participants (11.7. 2000) Nagpur.
J.D.,C.S.1. Rally 2000

The annual Children’s rally of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South
India took place at Vaddukoddai on August 14th , 2000, Children and
parents attended the rally in large numbers. Altogether about 1200 people
attended and participated.

The day s programme started with a procession led by Jaffna College band
from Sangarathai junction to the cathedral at 8.30 a.m.

A worship service conducted by the Sunday School children of
Vaddukoddai Church started at 9.00 a.m. Mrs. C. Pathmapalan , Princi-
pal of Nuffield School for the Deal and Blind, Kaithady gave God's mes-
sage.

Refreshments were then given to all the children by the Ladies Guild of
Vaddukoddai. Singing competitions in English and Tamil were held at
Primary School hall and Ottley Hall respectively.

Prize giving ceremony where the Bishop The RL. Rev, Dr. 8. Jebanesun
und Mrs, Vimala Jebanesan were the Chief Guests , was held in the Ottley
Hall at 2.00 p.m. The vally came to an end at 3.30 p.m.

It is notable that Churches from Kudathanai. Varani, Chavakachcheri,
I\Lllh-l\ ;I,_( ity IV.lm.umn and IUsun participated, although they are displaced.
Church in Delft and Karainagar also participated. It was heartening to
note that some of the new and upeoming churches like Samathanakottai,
Inpacholai and Ganthigikiramam did very well so as to win places.

Results of Group Events:

Tamil Singing
Group A

Group A
Uduvil :

:"Iplucc 1" Place Uduvil

At ].:lLI.LL‘ Vaddukoddai 2" Place ; Vaddukoddaj
v Place Pandatheruppu 3 Place Pandatheruppu
Group B Group B

1" Place Inuvil [* Place Sathiyapuram
2" Place Araly 2" Place Alaveddy

3 Place Alaveddy 3 Place Araly i
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BIRTH CENTENARY
OF
BISHOP SABAPATHY KULANDRAN

Rt. Rev. Dr. Sabapathy Kulandran , the first Bishop of the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South India was born on the 23rd Septem-
ber 1900. He was the son of late Sinnathamby Sabapathippillai ,
Natary Public of Viarany and Mrs. Ramu Annammah Sabapathippillai
of Manipay.

in 1927, while he was a student at University College , Colembo
Kulandran decided to offer himself to the Christian ministry. At this
time the independence of Ceylon was in sight and many Christians
were backsliding in order to make their claims in politics. Kulandran
was steadfast in spite of the stff opposition from his father.

In 1931 after completing his B.A. ; B.D. studies he became Fas-
tor of Atchuvely church. Sixteen years later he became the first
Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India and led
the Diocese till he retired in 1970.

As Bishop there were so many things he did and so many issues
on which he spoke. Four qualities were outstanding in his life:

First, the most important of all was his deep faith in the goodness
of God;

Second was his sharp intellect ; Third was his pure simplicity ,
Fourth was his absolutely unassuming fearlessness.

Kulandran was a man of prayer with a strict and rigorous disci-
pline. He served his Lord and his church with unfailing loyalty. After
every crisis, he would repeat, “But thanks be to God who gives us
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”.

Kulandran’s scholarship was deep and unostentatious. As Pro-
fessor K. Nesiah wrote “This JNANA YOGI'S numerous utterances
and writings are a great intellectual and spiritual legacy for genera-:
tion to come, here and in the lands across the seas”.

Bishop Kulandran walked humbly before God. He remained till
the end, a typical Jaffna man. He loved the scholars and peasants of
Jaffna. He moved closely with the poor and the down trodden.
Even when he was in office, the peasants and the coolies approached
him ta pour out their grievances and disappointments. He enjoyed
talking to the rural peasantry in their diction and idiom.

Sabapathy Kulandran’s nature was to be fearless and this fear
lessness was natural because he feared God and God alone. He
feared neither death, nor old age, nor retirement nor poverty. He
had shown us that a person could lead a full life at the age of 92. On
the 12th of February 1992 this Christian Mystic quit forever the
scene of his laving labour.

We thank God for his life which had brightened the hearts of the
young and old , the aristocrat and the peasant.
 On the 23rd of this month the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of

South India will be celebrating his 100th birthday. A bajan will be
conducted at his tomb in the early hours in the morning, which will
be followed by the Communion service at Manipay church and a
meeting at Memorial English School, Manipay.

Arrangements have been made to stage a play depicting the fruit-
ful life of Bishop Sabapathy Kulandran.

Bishop Kulandran was one of the three Giants of the Jaffna Church
of the 50s and 60s viz; Dr. Niles, Periyannan Selvaratnam and Bishop
Kulandran. Now Jaffna is poor bath academically and economically.
But it is our duty to remind the present generation what these giants

us‘rood for. J
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Bible Quiz

Under 13 Under 16
|* Place : Alaveddy 1* Place Udu\lall
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Under 19
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