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Bishop Kulandran Tomb

PEACE AWARD

at Manipay Cemetery
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|On the grace of Bishop Kulandran & Mrs. Mathuramma Kulandran |

BISHOP KULANDRAN'S 100TH BIRTHDAY:

The Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India celebrated the
100th birthday of its first & ~hop the late Rt. Rev. Dr. Sabapathy Kuland: ar
on the 23rd September. A tomb was built at his grave before his 100th
birthday. It was from the donation of his children & grandchildren. The
verse “But thanks be to God, who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ” { | Cor. 15:57), the often queted verse of the late Bishop was
mscribed an the tomb  The tomb was designed by Mr. G. Rafanayagam,
the Secretary of the oussian hospitals,

In the early hiours of the 23rd September, young and old assembied
at the romb and conducted a bajan. The singing was led by Bishop
Jebanesan, Mrs. Jeeva Ratnasabapathy and Mr. P. Thevamithiran.

This was followed by a Communion Service at Manipay Church.
The service was led by Rev. N.T. Jeyanesan, the parish minister. The
Bishop preached on the text Hebrew Chapt. 11: 1 “Faith is the substance
of things hoped for and evidence of things not seen”.

There was a public meeting in the Hall of Manipay Memorial English
School.Rev. D.R. Ambalavanar, Dr. (Miss) C.V. Selliah and Mr. G,
Raanayagam spoke about the faith and scholarship of Bishop Kulandran.
Rev. A.A. Faul, Principal of Jaffna College presided over the meeting. A
narration written by Rev. V.N. Tharmakulasingam was effectively ren
dered by the students of the Christian Theological Seminary, Chunnakam.
A Flay depicting various aspects of Bishop Kulandran was staged by the
students of Levi Spaulding Boys® Home, The play was written by Mrs.
Jeevananthini Amaldas and directed by Chandran Francis of the staff of
the Jaffna College, Vaddukoddal. The participants took part in a felfow
ship lunch at Arulmanai Boys' Home after the public meeting

Releasing of “Thamil Aruvi”

“Thamil Aruvi®, the annual magazine of the Thamil Manram of Jaffna
College was formally released on Tuesday the 26th September. The fune
tion was presided over by the Principal of the College. Mr. R. Thirumurugan
of the Staff of Skandavarodaya College congratulated the Thamil Manram
on the publication. Bishop 5. Jebanesan spoke about the connection
between Jaffna College and Tamil Ressarch. Dr. S. Sivalingarajah, Head
of the Dept of Tamil. University of Jaffna gave a review of the magazing.
Mr. P. Arunthavanathan, Manager of the Magazine replied. Mr. K. Kumaravel,
Lecturer in Economics at Jaffna College High Schoal and Undergraduate
Departrment propased the vote of thanks,

Town. Mr. Joe Hale the General Secretary of the Warld
World Methadist Council were present on the accasion.

Nuwara Eliya Girls’ Home

The Jaffna Diocese has purchased a 37 perches
block of land in the Nuwara Eliya Town, to house the
Ambalavanar Girls' Home inmates. This new home is

Conference. At present there are around 25 girls housed
in @ rented bungalow. At the moment the plans are on
the drawing board stage and it is hoped that the build-
ings would be ready for occupation by mid 2001,

An interesting debate

At the Diocesan festival this year Rev, P.
Surivakumar organised a debate on evangelism in Jaffna,
One group argued that the chief obstacle in evangelism

led by Rev. Jude Sutharshan, who was ably assisted
by Mr. B. Rodrigo, Bro. S Ruban and Mr. D.5. Solomaon.

The other group argued that the chief hindrance to evangelism was
the indifference of the people. This group was led by the Rev. G. Mynaseelan.
He was assisted by Miss. Ajitha Ariathas, Bro. K. Selvantha and Miss. 3.
Vijitha,

Rev. J. Jebamohan of the Anglican Church , who served as the mod-
erator declared the group which spoke on the indifference of the people,
winners of the debate.

David & Goliath

David & Goliath which was rendered in the form of folk drama {Nattu
Koothutby Navaliyur N, Selvadurai was staged. It was directed by the
author, The students of the Levi Spaulding Home did the acting and sing-
ing. The acting of Master S, Jeyaranjan who played the role of Goliath and
Wlistar N Arulrap who acted os BDiavid were well appreciated by the adienice

Incamprehensible is the flashbacks albeit,

Just ane experience of many | write

For those who say, “It is all right, 2
After all for a just cause that we fight”.

The silence of the long dark night

Which followed the ‘sulfur rain’ of the daylight,
Was broken by the ‘thunder’ and the paralight,
Emitted by the canons so might,

Melted my organs within me in fright

And changed my countenance into ghostly white.
My fondest hopes were in blight

As | thought of my desperate plight.

At day hreak my child wanted to be fed

| had stale, ‘sand’ sandwiched bread .
Still eramped in the bunker my three year old saald,
spum, lets sing grace and thank God without fail

Oh Yes! But what do we thank God for?
For my kindred who fight the bloody "'"_W Warn?
For sparing us, when uthlelrs are blown into pieces?
Far those whase slogan 1S ‘war fot peace'?

For those who still debate, the ‘peace package’,
While part of the nation goes into wreckage?

For those who strategize the war for fame?

Or who play it, just to win the game?

Tha episode continues, with more sophisticated weapons,
But my leart bleeds, for the helpless ones,

If only we try the humane, just Ibut once,

The vicious cycle of violence will cease at once

Thiaya Thiagarajah

[he former South African President Nelson
Mandela, has been awarded the Methodist Peace award
on the 21st of September 2000, at a ceremony in Cape

Methodist Council and Francis Alguine President of the

to be built from funds raised by the Indiana Kentucky

was improper methods of evangelism. This group was
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Exodus from Jaffna

It has been reported that more than 80,000 people left Jaffna during
the past one manth and another 35 000 are walting for their passage to
Colombo. Even though the ship 'City of Trinco” brings back people from
Colombo to Jaffna, itis a rather small segment compared to the latge number
which are fleeing from the penmsula. According to reliable information 21
SriLankan Tamils are leaving the country for good, every day. No doubt the
situation in Jaffna is not conducive for people to five, How lang can a
persen live with his family in the midst of war and rumours of war? Large
tracts cultivable lands in the peninsula have been made uncuitivable by the
use of excessive chemicals by the warring parties. The prospect of good
education and good medical care remain poor. But the people who are leav
ing the land for good should realize that they are weakening their Homeland.
There is a subtle persuasion to send the people out of the peninsula.

‘Each man for himself and God for us all” has become the guiding principle of
those who are languishing in the peninsula. Even though Chavakacheheri is
now under the army control, the inhabitants are not permitted to accupy
their houses. The people of Thenmaradchy are living in the houses of rela

tions and friends of Valikamam and Vadamaradchy. In the Islands the popu

lation had became very thin. Have we decided to abandan Jaffna? Our
repatriates in foreign countries must think about this with all seriousness.
Otherwise they will regret that they have been supporting a lost cause, The
ground realities are bitter, but they are true. Unless we have the dedication
of the Jews, we cannot salvage our Homeland. Jews who were living in
affluence in various parts of the world came to live in Palestine to safeguard
their land. We are running away from our land and then make the biggest
noise for a separate state,

- 2

DEACONS ORDINATION
at
Vaddukoddai

eV, Joshua Sivagnanan| & Rev, Antony Suthagar (with Specmflux:] are Isugn@mg :JI'I
either side of the Bishop. Rev. K. Karunasekera, the Methodist Minister who

preached at the service is in coat & suit.

Deacons’ Ordination:

Bro, T.S. Joshua , Assistant Worker, Vaddmgoddm and Bro. J. Argpnly
Suthahar, worker in charge Kudattanai were ordained Deacons :::! m‘r; r;ﬁ;’
esan Fes;.-‘vaf on the 27th September. feyv. Karunasekera, the Superinte

' ini ' : eached at the service.
thodist Chureh Jaffna preached at { - :
- Mgésvre? g‘d eJszhi;a and Rev. J. Antany Suthahar had their theological

education at the Christian Theological Seminary, Chunnakam. They ob
tained their Diplomas in April 1998,

Fridany S Sty

Doug Hadley’s Comments about Changing
the Mind of the Church:

Althaugh there are few of us
African Americans we
In the chureh,

who remember when
re officially diseriminated against

I'.”-. SUre yvou remember the days when diverce and
remarriage was.r;c'1|'15|dufrr'e:.l undcceptable in our chureh,
But finally a critical mass of those who had been di-
vorced and remarried and were living in faithful, commit-
Fi_ed relationships realised that this exclusion Was wrong.
lhey and their supporters began to work to educate the
church and change its corporate mind. This change has
taken place, and now this group is not excluded from
any part of the life of the church or refused aceess to
any of the sacraments.

I'm sure you remember the days when women were
not allowed to serve on vestries, This could not happen
until General Convention made a change in 1964. Now,
we realise that women add a great deal to our corporate
life by serving on vestries.

I'm sure you remember the days when women were
denied access fo the ordination process. But by action
of General Convention this was changed, It was changed
because women were called to ordination, and an in-
creasing number of people recognised this as being an
injustice. There was much bitterness and many people
felt that this would be the downfall of the chureh. But
now our community is enriched by the presence of many
tine women clergy.

All of these changes have come about because a
group — a minority in the beginning and eventually a
majority — called for change. All of these changes were
made in order to INCLUDE another group, and had noth-
ing to do with excluding anyone who was already part of
the church. But as a result of each of these changes,
people left the church, thereby excluding themselves and
cutting themselves off from the church community.

There are very few people in the church today who
would still argue that these were bad changes, although
of course there are some who still refuse to ordain
women and even seme who feel that divorce and
remarriage I1s mmappropriate. However, the large,
diverse, ponderous body of the church has
changed, and most of us believe the Holy Spirit is
in these changes.

| am certain that the struggle for full inclu-
sion of gays and lesbians is moving along this same
trajectory. It began with a few of us realising that
our exclusion from access to all of the sacraments
was an injustice. Then more and more of us be-
gan to speak out, and many nen-gays joined with
us calling for change. Now, those opposed to full
inclusion are only a slight majority. Within a few
years, the balance will shift, just as it has with
the issues |'ve mentioned above. The church WILL
move forward, and just as it finds itself now apolo-
gising for its discrimination against African Ameri-
cans and women, it will one day understand and
act on its need to apologise to faithful, Gad-cen-
tred gays and lesbians. As Bob Dylan said, Get
out of the way if you can't lend a hand, cause the

times they are a’'changing.
Mar Goman

SYNOD YOUTH FESTIVAL 2000

| am glad to inform you that the Synod ‘r’quth Festllua\l 200(:

will be held at a serene village called Ka;am in the Diocese o

Vellore in South India, We expect about 2500 young people f;om

all puer the CSI 1o congregate for four days from Noyem_her 2n tcuf

Gth committing themselves for the building of the klngdm;l 05

God.Please do uphold this in prayers. 2500 Penpl.'e for f;ur aat\;r
means guite a big expense but then the enthusﬁnasyn is much gre

and the fruits would be much more worth relishing,

Shalom

Rev. Vinod Victor

Synod Youth Secretary.. cSs!
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Sermon preached at the Deacon Ordination Service by

Rev. K. Karunasekera on 27th September 2000

Exodus: 18: 13 - 17

Actss 6t 1. 7

Today the Church of South India Jaffna Diocese is going to ordain
Rev. Thuraisamy Joshua and Rev. Jeganathan Antony Suthahar as Dea
cons. from today onwards these two brothers will have full authority to
play the role of a Deacon; and to face and solve the problems of the society.
They have dedicated themselves as servants of God and of the Society.
Their vision and service to the people in the society can vary according to
the situation. However their cardinal task is to face and solve the problems
of thesociety and ta care for their well being. Therefore these Deacons will
he sent vut today as proflen solvers.

The word Deacon is derived from the Greek word “Diakonos” which means
servant. The old as well as the new testaments reveal that the Deacons are
the servants of the public. where they have z mission to understand their
problems and ta counsel them. Invariably the Deacons become creators of
a new society. We do expect the same nussion and vision frem these twao
brothers.

In Exodus 18 : 13 - 17, we come across how Jethro advises Moses to
share his leadership with others, so that many people will have the 0pportu-
nity of going to these leaders with their problems and be counselled by
them. Similarly in
Acts 6 : 1 - 7 the apostles appointed seven men to look into the problems
that existed in the society during their time. Therefore it is obvious that
there's a dire need in the society for someone who will be at their doorstep
whenever they need help. 5

Hence our society expects some special qualities from these helpers (
Deacons). Both in the Old Testament and New Testament Moses and the
apostles were very careful in the selection of their helpers.

Recently, | met a young man who said ‘No wadays we hardly find a
dedicated clergy in the churches’. We hardly find a dedicated clergy in the
churches because most of them choose the ministry when all else fails and
uniike in the olden days children are not dedicated to the church and its
ministey. | did not say anything against this statement. But | realized that
people expect certain special qualities from those who have dedicated their
lives to the service of God.

tis true even in the scriptures that when Moses and apostles selected
their helpers they expected special qualities as follows: 1) Fear of God:
(2) Man of Truth, 3) Hating covetousness (4) Men of honest report, (5) Full
of the Holy Ghast, (6) Wisdom. The above qualities can be seen among the
laymen. But the church expects a higher degree of these qualities from their
clergy.

We are living in a difficult era. This millennium will not be easy for
many, especially for the people of Jaffna. These two brothers have to face
a lot of challenges such as ecological problems due to various factors. inno
cent deaths that have been going in the past decade. the problems of in
creasing number of widows, orphans, decrease in moral values, negligence
of the human values, increasing vielence and injustice. When vou face
these challenges you have to struggle with them and not run away fram
them.

The problems faced by the leaders and helpers of the Old and New
Testaments were not identical. However they were able to handle their
problems successfully because they had all the qualities of a higher degree
which | mentioned g~rliar
At this ordination service e Diocese of Jaffna and | expect these qualities
from you and to be able to face the society and be successful in your minis
try. | wish yau both to promote these gualities from today onwards until
you and your fife in Christ.
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vinted for the American Cevlon Mission, Diocesin Office, Viddukoddai, Sei Lunka.
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