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Professor Karthigesu Sivathamby was awarded

the Thiru VoK. Viruthu by the Government of

Tamil Nadu an Friday the 24th November. Apart
from the citaiton he was also given one hundred
thousand Indian rupees. The prize was given by

whichwere conducted to s

partsin the Indian Ccean “once more”. Vali-West: Bharathiyar = Poet Vaali

. The Commiftes composed of offi- There Is an epidemic of fyphoid  Bharathythasan = Pavelar
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Qur congratulations fa Mr. P. Thevamithiran Worker in-charge,
Sarhivapuram and Camatic Music TeacherJaffna College, Vadaukoddai
Human Highfs Commissioner on passing the B A examingtion of the University of Jafina held in
January 2000,
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Health Services in
Jaffna becomes skeleton:

For the 400,000 people new living in Jaffna there is only one
doctor qudlified to freat optical disorders. Folr eat, nose crryd throat
complications alse there isonly a single specialist. For the entire popu-
lation there are only three surgeons. : _

In Colombe at every nook and cormer we See ‘medr‘caﬁlqenrres' (]
by Jaffna doctors. Among the Sif Lankan general prlacrmoners and
specialists serving in Londeon, majority are Jaffna Tamn’s..

"When one s mother goes about begging in her village, the son
performed alms giving in Kas/” so goes the Tomil proverb. This had
been the curse of our soclety during the past three decades, Buf now
the situation has deteriorated like the proverbiol donkey reduced foan
ant. Itis hurting the pecple in every way and the sifuation is intolerable.

The doctors fled from Jaffna because of harassment and lack of
facilities, which for them had become unbearable. The migration con-
finues. The pecple who suffer because of fhis exodus are the poor and
the marginalized, who do not have the means fo go to a foreign counfry.

We have to point aut anather serious problem of the Depatiment
of Health Services that has risen out of this situation. Apart from the

staff of the Jaffna Teaching Hospital, only nine doctors are serving in
Jaffna. These nine doctors are manning the entire Base hospitals and
Rural hospitals. Thisisenly 11 % of the fofal medieal personnel needed,
In other wordis seventy-two posifions in the Health Services of Jaffna
remain vacant, Itis therefore clear as crysial fo what extent the life of
the people of Jaffna had declined and deferiorated, If fhe Health Ser-
vices continue ta decline the pecple of Jaffnag will be reduced fo skin
andbones.

According fo the govemment of 5 Larika, Jaffna is a liberafed
area. More overasirong propaganda s being camed ouf that the people
in Jaffna are looked after without any lopse. The poaliticians who are
telling that they are dedicated for the welfare of the pecple are fotally

powerless.

Doctors are nof willing fo cometo Jaffna, Eventhe few whe are
serving are planning to leave. They serve Jaffna with many grevances
and Inadequate facilities. Jaffna s slowly becoming a sinking ship with
none to question and none fo serve.

Obituary: (Uthayan Editorial of 16. 11, 2000)

The death occurred on Monday the 20th Noevember 2000 of Mrs.
SIVAGURU PEARL (Nee OLEGASEGARAM), beloved wife of Late R.D.
Sivaguru - Attorney at Law & Ex. Chairman of Urban Council
Chaovakachcherl, loving mother of Indrg, Balendra, Ranji, Yogendran,
Shanthi, Mahendran and Sharmini, mother in law of Rajanayagam, Sugi,
Indran, Suji, Olegasegaram, Madeline and Ranjith and loving sister of
Late Caroline. The funeral service was conducted on 21st Novembber
2000 by Rev. P.R. Navendranugoolan and Rev, A. Jeyakumaran, Trilb-
ute was paid by Mrs. Thurairatnam and the remains were cremated at
General Cemetery Kanatte,

A good or bad Christmas

The entire population of this world s getting ready to celebrate the
approaching first Christmas of the Millennium. To whatever religion
onemay belong , thisls a festive and joyous season, Depending on the
situation in each country, the inhabitants often inauire fhemselves “Will
this bbe a goed or bad Christrmas”,

We in 8l Lanka are much concermed about this question. The busi-
nessman is of opinion that due fo sales in refail stores may be down
during the up coming shopping season, this Christmas may be a 'bad
Chrisfmas’. How do we as Chrisfians feel? Do we not feel that the
celebrafion of fhe birth of fhe Messiah, the Saviour of the world can
never be bad? It should be understood that during this seasen we are
netconecerned about the celebration but of the event we celebrate, the
birth of Jesus Christ, the Saviaur of the world, How can such an event
beever ‘bad’. It has allthese long yedrs been 'good’ and It will remain
‘good", and this Is the reasen why inhabltants of the entire Universe
jeinin celebrating the most wonderful event in the World's Ristory.

During Christmas season, we try fo give alfts that will make a differ-
ence in some-one's life. To the poor we give cash, but too offen our
gifts are inadequate fo meet the individual's needs, Butwhat did God

. give us? Hisenly begotten son, fo meet all our needsin fhis world, 'Lel
us thank God for this indeserlbable gift

(2 Cor. 9:18), Have each one of Us recelved 1his alift? That makes

this Christmicss ‘goad’, ; i

"He did net use a siivery box,

Of paper green and red,

God laid His Christrmas aift to me
Within i Manger bed” : Prentice’

St. John'’s College Magazine:

5t John's College Jatina has released ifs magazine for

the year 1999, The year 1999 was an rmporfcrnr year for St.
John's College as the editoriol of the magazine says As the
year 1999 wraps up, dnew millennium is fo unfold befqre and
St John's is poised fo step intc the rhresho{d O{ the _ﬁ‘lfrd cen-
fury of ifs existence auring the course of fhis millennium. With
the dawh of the millennium Sf. John ‘s braces for @ freshlouf-
laok with an arrcy of new bulldings and structures - Anachieve-
ment of resurrection ever desfruc tion. .

The magazine was printed at Parathy Pathipakarm Jaffna. This
lsstie should have been released in fhe early part of the year,
But because of the wairsituation the ragazine came out only at
the end of the yvear 2000, But it fulfills an important need - the
need of keeping the history of the College without inferrupiion.
After the take over in 1960 many schools stopped publishing
their annual magazine, Affer the disturbances of 1983 very
few released thelr annual magazine, We are happy that 5t
John's College is one of the schools which had been puffing
down their history and making it avaflable to the publie. A fu-
ture historian of education in Jaffna will no doubt be grateful fo
the Principal Mr.S. Thanapalan, Business Manager Mr. J.
Amalaseelan , Editor Mr. 8. Kathirgamathamby and Assistant
Editor Mr. S. Arasakesari. The principal’s report gives a vivid
description of the College 's 175th anniversary celebration, which
was celebrated on the 7th, 8th and 2th of May 1998, There are
eulogles oneminent men whe had passed beyond the vell, viz,
. W. Selladural, E.A. Champion and R.R. Scoff. The Edifors
have also included congratulatory messages on Mr. P

Thurayappah, a minor employee and Mr. Ratnasingam

Ragunathan a jubianan teacher. These are followed by the

reports of varous associations and clubs, There are few ar-

ticles in Tamil and English wiritten by the students of the Col-
lege. [his magazine will Be praserved by all those who are
interested in the history of Jaffna. It reflects the mood of a
great instifution in a stafe of intemal strife. The photographs
have come out very well. If appears asif both computer and
ordinary press had played thelr part in the gef up of the maga-
zine. The editors could have included in the obituary section
eftherimportant personalities also, who died during the period
under review. Itisour fervent hope these shorfcemings will be
rectifled i the next lssue.

New Bishop of Kurunegala

Rev. Kumara Bandara Samuel lllangasinghe was consercrated as
Bishop of Kurunegala on Luke's Day (18.10.2000). Rt. Rev. Kenneth
Fernando Bishop of Colombo, Rt. Rev. Frank Weston Bishop of
Kanareshoroug, UK., Rt. Rev. Andrew Kumarage former Bishop of
Kurunegala and Rt. Rev. Swethen Fernando a former Bishop of
Colombo conducted the consecration service.

Bishop Kumara lllangasinghe was formerly the Principal of
Theological College of Sri Lanka, Pilimatalawa,

Bishop Jebanesan 60th Birrhday Workers Stipend
Endowment Fund
Dr. Vietar Benjarmin (Australic)

Rs. 20,000/=
ARNSnymous

Rs,135.000/=

Handicapped persons competitions :

Internationa handicapped persons day will be observed on Monday
the 4th of December. The District Secretary is organising essay
and poetry compelitions among the handicapped Thla- hanul.lc.apped
persons are asked to write essays and poems on the subject "Physical

defarmities are no barrier to full lifa" They are asked to send their

essays and poems to the District Sercretary, Jaffna
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EDITORIAL

| BIBLE STUDY

"tis impossible to ensiave mentally or socially Bible reading people
The principles of the Bible are the groundwaork of human freedom,

Horace Greeley
Third of December is Bibile Sunday - a day en which we pray for the Bible
Sociefy andremember the importance of Bible readl 10,

Dr. Radhakrishnan once said the three Impertant bequests of the Brifish to
the Indian people were the ballot, bat and the Bible. By the words ballot and bal
he meant democracy and cricket. The Bible, the book of books had been the
spiritual guide for the Christian world for ages and ages and had been vastly read
of all the books of all the times. Even now the Bible is among the best sellers in
the realm of books. It has been transiated into aimost all the languages of the
world and even in many of the dialects,

Today the culture of Bible reading is declining. It had been believed that
“before the 20th century Bible was one of the very few books in print, and people
had fo read it for their infellectual and spirifual nourishment. Buf now there are
other books and other sources for enlightenment.  Even foday the meh who hove
achieved so muchin statecraft and in the battlefield owe much fo the Haly Bible.
William Evarts Gladstone the most illustrious Prime Minister of Britain in the 19th
ceniury wrofe, "I have known 95 of the worlds greal men and of these 87 were
followers of the Bible. The Bible stamped Speciality of Origin and an immeasur-
able distance separates from all competitors”,

| Dale Camnegs tells us how Bible had heloed military men in their battiefislds,
“He-man General Mark Clark told me that he read his Bible
every day during the war and knelt down in prayer, Se did C hiang
Kaishok and General Montgomery-Monty of Bt Alamain, So did Lord Nelson
‘ arf rafalgar. So did General Washington, Robert E Lee, Stonewadll Jackson and
scores of ofther great milltary leaders, |

These he-men discovered the fruth of William James' statement
‘we and God have business with each other: and in opening ourselves
o His influence, our deepest destiny is fulfilled, "

For the Chrisfians the Bible is now a buried fredsure. Buf the freasure is
available fo all. This Book will speak to anybody regardiess of his religion, his
nationality or the nature of his work. It will speak to everyone, no matter what
your past may have been or your present state of mind or your physical disabili-
fies. If has a message for you foday. To everyone it will bring the same strong
encouragement, ihe same helpful counsel and the same rich enlighfenment, When
we go fo the Bible depressed in spirit crushed by the hardness of the way and the
perplexities that confront us, and we will find in it refreshing spiilt for which we
yearmn. When we are in sorrow because of some greatloss or fragic bereavement
the Bible will give us the comfort such as nothing efse can give and a promise of
glad re-union beyond the grave,

Ler us turn fo the Bible when we are unable fa find the answer for our
present predicament. The Bible will give us peace and comfort and the rich notir-
ishment for us to continue our journey in this problematic world, Studying and

teaching the Bible is the bounden duty of every Chrisfian.
\ g . 205l Ty

REMEMBERING MY BELOVED
MOTHER MARGARET SORANANM WELCH IN MEMORIAM

Released from mortality 6 - 12 - 68

SHE remained cheerful in spirit unto fhe END,

SHE only saw the good side of all things.

SHE nmever ollowed herself to be a spirifually downcast,
BUT kept her head high

WITH perfection as her goal.

AND courage In her heart,

SHE motioned those fine 'STILL" powers,

WHICH makes every step through Life

EASIER for her and for others

HER life was self-sacrificial and blessad,

AFTER 32 vears | still miss you dearesi AMMA,

BUT your Indelible-Love surrounds me alwoys,

AND, the hope and faith with which you built me up,
ASSURES and SUSTAINS ME, moment by moment.

TILL we mest ogain.

(Inserted by his friends)
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